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Now They re Gonna Try and Give That 
Audience Research to Legit Tryouts 


+- 


Broadway, traditionally the home 


of hunch-players, 

cialists and assorted “experts” who | 
yperate solely on the basis of “show- 
man's eye,’ is about to be invaded 
by science. Legit production, in con- 


10 bucks parlayed on 
a couple of last platers is 
a sure thing, is on its way 
g safe as an E bond if the 
same pre-production 
earch techniques applied to films 
during the past five years prove suc- 
cessful 

New $400,000 
production on a 


trast to which 
vear's 
Virtually 
io vecomin 


audience re- 


outfit to put legit 
and big 
being or- 


scientific 
business basis is currently 


ganized by Al Sindlinger, #ormet 
head of Dr. George Gallup’s Audi- 
ence Research Institute, and Waltet 
E. Heller, Chicago financier. They 


intend to go in for large-scale | 
Broadway production of plays wiih 
all elements pre-tested in the Gal-_ 
lup manner and with participation 
in a series of shows open to the 
public via blocks of $10,000 or more 
of stock. 
Sindlinger, 


who recently resigned 


! 
long-chance spe- 


from ARI, devised many of the tech- | 
niques and tests it uses in servicing | 


11 film companies, which pay as high 
as $350,000 a year for the info it pro- 


vides. Among them are RKO, 
Columbia, David O. Selznick and 
Samuel Goldwyn. It’s not certain 


yet whether ARI will be employed 
(Continued’on page 54) 


N.Y. Bistros Marking 
Time in Setting Of 
New Year’s Eve Tariffs 


New York bonifaces, for the first 
time since the war, are hesitant 
about posting. New Year's eve tariffs. 
So far only a few have disclosed 
holiday charges, most of them wait- 
ing to see how business develops 
and amount to be charged by com- 
petition. 

This is likely to be one of the most 
important New Year's eves to many 
Caleés as amount taken in will not 
only determine tone of business for 
the ensuing year, but may tell 

(Continued on page 48) 











LOW-COST RECORDER 
MAY UPSET DISK BIZ 


Pre-war predictions about a majo! 


revolution hitting the 25-year old 


tech: ique s of the platte r industt \ 
are fast m aterializing into a postw 
reality with introduction onto the 


mass market of a low-cost wire re- 


Cording unit for home use. The de- 
vie e, 


vhich is being turned out by 
the Si George Recording Equipment 
Co. N, Y., at a cost of $25 tor radio 
Manutacturers, will be sold over the 


Cou te DO; the thousands in time fo1 
the Ch 


hristmas trade. 
poff on 
stove for the record business it 


the immediate offing is the 


avid n- 


(Continued on page 55) 


/ernment 


ition results, which show the Repub- 
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Gi li’ ( ° By GEORGE ROSEN 
ig 1 8 onvincer While all may appear to. be 
ss eae re ; ‘ ee a soa eee bi 1 ‘ 
Beniamino Gigli will sing under | S¢rene 01 the surface the NB¢ 
4 $ ; - ¢ 2 . ‘ > P ~. 
Arturo Toscanini’s direction at La |>'?! signals are up and the net 
Scala, Milan, Jan. 1, in the clincher | Work. if necessary, 1s ready to do 
that returns the former Metropoli- |S°™e housecleaning of comics who 
tan star to “respectability.” won't toe the line of decency, good 
efi. etal . « e J " 
aste al iide- hics 
Gigli, who left the N. Y¥. Met in | #* 9"6 Side-bounc ethics. 
1932 when he refused to join othe Fever is running high in some 


"1 tare . } sich slent a« 
artists in taking a pay cut due to | quarter with such top talent a 


° ‘re ley Iu Tallaa 
the depression. was suspected during Fred Alte 1, Bob Hope, Rudy Valle 
the war of Fascist activities in and Phil Hart among others, al- 

‘ as « ‘ 4 ‘ . 
Italy ready embroiled in censorship snarls 


4 


NBC 
been ki 


|} And while the 
[have long 


censorship 
cked 


tales 


around in 

° |the trade, perhaps at no previous | Di I J k S Charhe 

P k ltime has the situation reached the | S 0c S nare Charles 
Iii noc S ;seriou Mpasse j 


> that it faces today. 
The network’s programming chief 
Clarence Menser, will probably win | 


' 
Pins From Under k mace a Edaeine 


of prexy Niles | 
him up in the} 
past. And as far as Mensers con- | 


| corned, there won't be any com- | 
1X- OV t eet | promises with the comics, no matter 
| what their stature or audience pull. 


| Menser reasons his responsibility 

Washington, Nov. 12. lies with the web’s millions of list- 

Effect of next Tuesday’s (19)/eners: and when it comes to choosing 

meeting here re film-industry-Gov-!up between the NBC audiences and a 

cooperation was probably | handful of people involved in a pro- 
considerably weakened by the elec- (Continued on page 38) 





oo 


First Film Buy 
Of Video Script 


licans riding high in both houses of 
Congress. Every indication of the 
GOP victory is that private business 
and Government are separating from 
their long wartime clinch and going 
their own ways. 

all branches 


This appears true for 





of show biz. Here is how it looks | 
lin the D. C. erystal ball: 

‘The Office of War Mobilization} Marking the first time a new play 
and Reconversion is probably] has been bought by a film company 
doomed within a few months. This! on the basis of a television broadcast 
should terminate any “permanent” | of jt, S. Sylvan Simon has purchased 


cooperation between the film indus- | screen rights to “Mr. Mergenthwirk- 


| statement’ was scrapped and Selz- 

Perhaps at no previous time has| Mick went back into conference with 
|'so much cuffo talent been kicked (Continued on page 5) 

around in show business as cur-| " 
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NBC GAGS GAGSTERS’ LOW-JINKS 





AED ALLEN TOPS Pickford-Chaplin Ease Selznick Out 
ENOUR TAR LloT 


Of UA; Ob jected to RKO, 20th Deals 


Holl¥wood. Novy. 12 

United Artists drummed, David O. 
| Selznick out of the regiment ves- 
(Monday). Attorneys for UA 
stockholders met yesterday after- 
noon and decided: (1) To refuse 
to accept “Duel in the Sun.” Selz- 
nick’s $5.000,000 production, for re- 
lease 2) To ease Selznick out of 
United Artists. (3) To 





Small’s Rogge Pix Deal 


Paul Small has gone 
to set a picture deal for 
special assistant U. S 
General, in 
trial, 
Film is to be 
ered by 


terday 
to Hollywood 


John Rogge 

Attornev- 
charge of the 
President Truman fired. 
based on material gath- 


Rogge. 


sedition 
whom 


cancel an 


agreement for stock transfers to 

Barrister, currently on a lecture Selznick 

? . « x ao « Le > 

sae a See a United Artists stockholders de- 
7 ees cided to begin legal action to accom- 
plish these ends after a day-long 
meeting attended by their counsel: 
Schwartz, attorney fou 


Chaplin; Arnold Grant, for 
Mary Pickford, and Milton 


Kramer 
for Selznick ahd Edward C. Raftery, 


UA president. Meanwhile, early last 
alicoup ames | night it was reported that Selznick 
had decided to announce he was 


withdrawing from United Artists 
and a statement had been prepared 


As Cuffo Guestars 222.2% Bake se 





rently exists in radio. The free tal- 
ent ride has been particularly ac- | 
cented on the disk jockey shows, and | 
the manner in which the jocks have 
been romancing many of the top 


Wins Encores in Gala 
show biz personalities for the be- 


tween-platter gabfests is making Bow of Met Opera Bar 


= of radio’s top bankrollers green | By ABEL GREEN 
with envy. 
1 Christo (ex-John & Christo) 


Par for the course, for example , 
(Thursday) night’s “1280 | Used to operate Pavillon Royale on 
hursday ght’: 2 


‘Souse American Way’ 


who 


is tomorrow 


(Continued on page 54) the Merrick Road, Long Island; Jack 

a iets 'Kriendler, who bosses a certai: West 

° > 52d street (N. Y.) trap: assorted 

Pix-Radio Group Mulls lnitery reporters and other lam- 
! 


misters from the bistros who should 
know about those things got a load 


‘T . DJ Mi *.¢ 
Un- yping inorities *' Louis Sherry’s fancy saloon Mon- 


Proposal for the formation of an day (11) night at the Metropolitan 


| try and the Government via OWMR |er’s Lobblies.” which was the first advisory committee to supply the | Opera House’s seasonal preem and 
as the liaison. Hence, whatever is | jn the series of tele productions | film and radio industry with accu- | decided pronto they must be in the 
done at next Tuesday's meeting | spon sored jointly by NBC and the | j}rate information regarding national wrong racket. Just get a little tieup 

(Continued on page 48) Dramatists’ Guild. jand racial minorities in the U. S.;| with Eduardo Giovanni, whose square 


the changeover which is 


Amvets Head Sounds Off 


Simon saw the tele production 
when " was staged by WNBT (NBC, 


N. Y.) last Sept. 22. Visiting New 
York at the time. he immediately | 
script to take back to 


On Show Biz Politicos ss  « 


B. Ma 
Washington, Nov. 12. | (C 

Private lives of Hollywood person- 
alities got their first post-election ” enckiiiealiatliats 


yesterday (Monday) in a 
Harry Jolson NSG In 


chief of 


mtinued on page 55) 


production 


goingover 


Armistice Day statement issued by 


Jack W. Hardy, national commander 

of the Amvets, recently-formed fn > 

World War II vets organization. $400-a-Week Comeback 
Calling for a cleanup on the home- 

front. Hardy said in part: | In Secaucus Hideaway 


“Our moral standards have bee 


riadled bs the prattling ol sopho- The iy r a _ An og ; Pi 
moric .pedagogs whose illicit and | eauentiy ‘nese Gays. ee h sf 
lascivious thinking is publicly sup- cause aa AL Jolson S blograp seca 
ported the country over every das i “The Jo =O! Sto y wu e hefty 
b a movie colony that sheds its seal js > a4 Radio City Musi 
ves and husbands with the sea- - : . - = . ‘1 . u =% 
sons as the trees shed their leaves. a "4 te the aaa ra 
Our policies of government end H: rrw Jaleo Al’s brother. is highls 
labor are influenced by the widely- anit 
puvlicizea mutterTings Of higai ci : 
mia OV idols, who. thouch tt I U Jo Ree Lee t 
ceitainly have a right to th mn © . . aad ‘ = ' 
ion. know nothing about govern: | nN , ; 
mie (Cont ed on page 48) 


| has been tossed into the laps of the 


is Edward Johnson, gen. mer. 
Met, and it makes a bum out 
(Continued on page 54) 


handle 
Motion Picture Assn.-and a group of | of the 


(Continued on page 16) j 



























































































The Hour 
Of Charm 


All-Girl Orchestra and Choir 
Conducted by 


Phil Spitainy 


Sundays, 4:30 P.M., EST. 
CBS Network 
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War Dept. Threatens Showdown On 
U. S. Pix Into Occupied Countries 











Harder crackdown than ever by? 
the War Dept. on selection of Amer- Jessel’s Swing Shift 
ican pix earmarked for qusctaotion | When George Jessel got into | 
in occupied countries will be Army's LaGuardia Airport he was met | 
ne olic Its back stiffened by a " two Oo one—limousines | 
. } analysis of films fro the () Fox homeoffice 
‘ AVE layed in Germany and bland asked. “Where are | 
A Jap id Korea, a War vou gOil Seems they forgot | 
Dept. spokes declared that “from al it gettin ote and 
m ‘ 0 to be tougher { onl fore e Notre 
t l over feud which D e-Al ew tham 
‘ een the Motion 1€ 
] e E» d the Arms id ve is 
fo \ oO heretofor kept lawyer's, bathe s cousin 
Lhe im be o l distributed in Robert Milford’s | fii oO West 
OC pied lan o 19 the European 55th St ind ad lib at Toots | 
: ad 18 e F; East Shor's tro until they dug up 
W: D. over the a room for him at the Plaza 
haphi ra yO Lp of Yank films — — — 
W h have ae neil way into WANGER SAYS YANK PIX 
these Or ( e first year Ol ‘ 
Cor! CC oO p € 48) 


| STARS WOWED LONDON 


Will R Bi S Discount! reports t erican 
ogers 10g ooner film stars had tago! ( e Brit 
Hollywood, Nov. 12 ish by monopolizing e stage 
Recent defeat of Will Rogers, Jr., | their Command Performance before 
in the U.S. senatorial race has ad-|the King and Queen of England in | 
\ ed The Life of Will Rogers” | London Nov. 1, Walter Wanger, who | 
0 WwW ers production schedule, | represented the Academy of Motion 
Sl s January Picture Arts and Science at the af 
Will, Jr.. will play the title role, | fair, said the Americans did only 
v Jerry Wald producing. Di-| what they were told and were “re- | 
re 1° job is still undecided, since | ceived very graciously” by the Brit- 
the original entry, Mike Curtiz, has | ish royal party and the audience 
formed Ss own ( outfit | Reports emanating from London 
| had it t the British were miffed 
. it =the vay he U. S irs went] 
Donald Curtis’ Op Te ae Tiemann alae 
Donald Curtis, Metro player re-|the English stars attending merely 
cently seen in “They Were Expend- | <tooqd up and took bows when intro- 
able” and “Gallant B l in Mt duce Wanger, however ald the 
Sina hospital, N. Y He was} Americans had been handed ript 
scalpeled over the weekend for a|of speeches they were to deliver, 
kidney ailment. and staved up most of the previous 
Player has recently been making a | night rehearsing. British stars, more- 


publicity tour for “Bess.” over, participated in a tableau at the 


asians may jend of the performance Whole 
MEZZ’S ‘BLUES’ INTO PLAY | thing, according td? Wanger, “did a 


— - . | ore: si ¢ . Anolo.Ar rie | 
Edward Choate has optioned Mezz | sreat deal to cement Anglo-Amé | 


Mezzrow’s “Really the Blues” jazz 
musician biog, for a Broadway play. 

John O'Hara a likely bet to 
dramatize it. 


FOOTBALL — 


relations 
+511 


Still talking 
tremendous 


| can film 
London 
\1 


a 


week 
crowds 


| 


Vas 


is ater about the 


(Continued on page 54) 











Yale, Illinois, la., Ala., Texas: 
Sine By Harry Wismer | 


(Director of Sports and Commentator for ABC Network) 


COLLEGE 








GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Pe ee he err errr rer ter Pierre grey. a) ME CORE _ 
Boston College-Tenn . Tenn. . 8-5 
Te ire is. a -Harvard . 9-5 
Bucknell-Temple .....+Temple 6-5 
Colgate-Syracuse ...........0+++65 . -Syracuse ...........- 8-5 
Cornell-Dartmout) -oeeees CQRMOH ..... . 9-5 
Columbia-Lafayette .......ccccecceee A! Ae 4-1 
Navy-Penn State Navy 7-5 
Do ef) eer er wre i . 9-5 
Villanova-Florida ....... ... Villanova 6-5 
West Va.-Kentucky ...... Kentucky . 6-5 
BiinGie-4F1O BUN 6. ices Gewssccasss ..- Illinois o ont 
Iowa-Minnesota err ee tT . Iowa 8-5 
Iowa State-Nebraska .......... Nebraska 7-5 
eres MOOS: . cea. ie niadal see sseneas Kansas ste 5 rt 8-5 
Marquette-Mich. State ....cccccesscees-sscceses Mich. State ...... 6-5 
DRICIMET+ FO INCOTISHL. 6  5i csc cciesaseceies tugussess Peer ee 9-5 
Missouri-Oklahoma .... ...... ee eee 7-5 
Northwestern-Notre Dame .......... ee. 2°... eee 2-1 
Oklahoma A&M-Texas Tech .. ...eee- Oklahoma A&M ..... 6-5 
Tulsa-Baylor ee Ee te eer Pee eT ee {PRE RieSaGh Geka ee 6-5 
Alabama-Vanderbilt ............. ....Alabama < 
pO rer. er rrr 0 ee 4-1 
PSION, COMUUEED ckcccccseccatracvee pewvte Eerrere eee . 2-1 
CSGOEMIR TOGN-SUIMME «0.6 66k ccs ves ... Georgia Tech .... . 7-5 
LSU-Miami (Fri. nite)  ........... 2S eer 9-5 
North Carolina-Wake Forest ..............se00. North Carolina oe O59 
N. Carolina State-Virginia .......... N. Carolina State .... 6-5 
Se I se Seo a wenes didss kde see a RR ti hy Sue eee ad 6-5 
ES re ... Arkansas 7-5 
Texas-TCU ieee .... Texas 2-1 
Oregon-Washington ...........6.... .... Oregon ; 7-5 
Oregon State-California .......... Oregon State 6-5 
Wash. State-Stanford .......... , Stanford 5-6 
Santa Clara-St. Mary’s (Sunday) ... St. Mary's ere 
‘Games are played Saturday afternoon, unless otherwise stated.) 
PROFESSIONAL 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Boston Yanks-N. Y. Giants . Giants ... 41 
Chi Carcs-L. A. Rams oes OTS : . .Ever 
Green Bay-Detroit Lions ..Green Bay 6-5 
Philly Eagles-Pitt Steelers . Eagles 8-5 
Wash. Redskins-Chi Bears .... Bears 7-5 
ALL-AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
GAMES WINNERS ODDS 
Chi Rockets-Cleveland Browns ree .. Browns 9-5 
L. A. Dons-Brocklyn Dodgers ...... . Dons 8-5 
San Francisco-N. Y. Yankees . Yankees 6-5 
B.falo Bisons-Miami (Mon. nite) . Miami 5-8 


(Games are played Sunday afternoon, unless otherwise stated.) 
Boxscore: Won, 176; lost, 75; ties, 14; Pct., .701. 


(Ties don't count) 


Wismer Picks Army, ND, Navy, | 





= > 


230TH WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY'S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1946” 
E!l Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


A hilarious stage 


eat 


GARY COOPER. 


NCCJ’s Salute to Amus. 
And Press; Honor Irving 
Berlin At Show Biz Fete 
te . a re National pc are lacgeenggp 
Christians and 
special funcheon next 


it the Waldorf-Astoria 
for an annual 





the ami ) 
Conference of 
will meet at a 
Monday (18) 
to set plans 
industry luncheon 


Jews 


scheduled for December. Irving 
Berlin and two others will be| 
guests of honor at the luncheon 


This breaks a long-standing practice 
for Berlin, who 
sistently 


+r 
Ati 


the past has con- 
offers 


refused 





The Berle-ing Point 


By Milton Berle 











— 





—$——____ 





New York wouldn't be the same without the visiting film stars fro, 
Hollywood, Understand the MGM stars travel on the Constellation< the 
Paramount stars on the Super-Chiefs.. and the PRC stars ride on ome 
sticks. Just heard Monogram has planned a big event here for one of rh 
top stars: a Celebrity Nite at the Gaiety Delicatessen. Whey as al 
Hughes lands in New York he always makes the rounds. I have vet + 
him when he isn’t surrounded by a couple of swell dishe vA inte & 
like to be his bus boy! Know one film star that didn’t realize hy . 
New York on his last trip east. While he was driving he knocked a " 
16 pedestrians before some one told him he had already left Ho wi 
I always enjoy having the celebs drop in to see me. For inst e. Dian: 
Lewis was back the other night with her husband, Bill Powell. Sh. a 
New York streets were tough on her nylons. In fact, she wi er 1 ; 

| tures would run as often. Jerry Colonna was also up he . : 
| the q.t. that the Pepsodent people had heard me on the Kate S how 
|} and that they were giving up Hope for me 

There's No Truth to the Rumor 

That W. C. Fields buys his mouth wash by vintage That Andy 
Devine’s voice will be dubbed in for Larry Parks’ next picture ‘Tl t 
Shep Fields is now featuring “Music to Gargle By”...That Ja: J | 

requested a bandleader to play “What'll I do on a Dew-Dew-D. D: 
That on their current personal appearance at the Roxy theatys on 
Hall is prompting Frances Langford 

Hangnail Descriptrons 

A casting director: A “Tell-a-type’ Lamont Cranston: The ( ck 
Shadow A wealthy yar Lettuce & Tomato Lindsay & Se's 
favorite song: “I Love ‘Life Ha lover: Armour-ous 

The Bob Hope Show: Irium Delirium The Latin-Americar e race 
that launched a thousand hips Afternoon rhumba fanatic: A cocktail] 
shaker Jimmy Savo: Wistful Mister Holland cocktail: Dike-i: 

Berlead Eggs 

Can't tell you what Macy’s is displaying in its lingerie depa t s 
veek but they’re labeled, “Extra Padded Attraction.” 

As one hip said to the other when it heard the strains of a d-rate 
rumba band, “I won't be swayed bv that!” 

| Met a showgirl who claims the playboys are getting practical mm One 
of them just sent her a box of long-stemmed lamb chops 

Harold Gary knows a blase critic who enjoyed a recent play sé ich 
he could hardly keep his eyes shut 

I could tell he was drinking wood alcohol...every time he hiccuped, he 
said “Hic Kory.’ 

Clipped from a critic’s review: “The whole thing is just a ‘fragment’ 


of the author’s imagination.” 


to act as Since the UN arrived, there are people here from just about every na- 
honor-guest at any tunction Last tion. Last week I got locked out of a Turkish bath while I only 
luncheon held by NCCJ had Wen- wearing a sheet... the next thing I knew I was an Arab delegate | 
dell Willkie as guest of honor When one comic heard that a group of comics was coming over to catch 

Meanwhile, more show business, | his show he put up a sign that said. “Smirking only in the outer lobb: 

press and advertising toppers have Victor Jory claims that Byrnes is doing a good job but he thinks I, J 
been set for the NCCJ Thanksgiving | Fox is better at Furrin’ pffairs. ; 
Dinner Nov. 24, at which tribute} Know an actor that would make a good committee chairman.. all he 


will be paid to the six media of mass 
communication: press, radio, theatre, 
magazines, motion pictures and ad- 
vertising. Dr. Everett R. 
head of the conference, will make 
a presentation speech which will be 
accepted by chairmen of each divi- 


Ol 


sion and then answered by another 
spokesman. 

For theatre, Emil Friedlander and 
Bert Lytell will be co-chairmen, 
while Marcus Heiman will make 
the answering address. In the ad- | 


(Continued on page 55) 


RICE LEAGUE BOWOUT 
LINKED TO AAA FIGHT 


Resignation of Elmer Rice from 
presidency of the Authors League 
has raised some interesting ques- 
tions, in lieu of the coming fight 
among various writers’ groups over 
the American Authors Authority 
“question. Issue of his successor may 
become a factional football between 
the pro and anti-AAA groups in the 
League. 
succeed Rice is interesting. Richard 
Rodgers, present veepee, may or 
may not take over. He hasn't ex- 





tion, but neither had Rice officially, 
although it’s believed he opposed the 
plan. League board is to meet 
shortly to discuss matter. 

Rice, who was operated on about 
two weeks ago for a kidney ailment, 
is still at his Stamford (Conn.) home 
recuperating. Resignation was sent 
in last weekend, reportedly on doc- 
tor’s orders. It's known Rice has 
been wanting to resign the League 
office for some time, and his desire 
to give full attention to rehearsals 
of his “Street Scene” which begin 
Nov. 18, prompted his decision, doc- 
| tor ordering him to drop some of his 
| activities. Desire to sidestep future 
AAA fracas also must have weighed 


in his consideration, 








‘Born Yesterday’ Has 
International Birthright 


| The Garson Kanin legiter, “Born 
| Yesterday,” is becoming an_ inter- 
| national affair. 


'set in eight foreign countries so far, | 


| With deals on for an additional two. 
The comedy, current 


re 1 * 
1it, has been set for France, where 


iI 


|Rene Clair will produce; Eng- 
|land, with Laurence Olivier to do 
the production; Holland, with Cor 
iRuys in charge, and Argentina, 


| where Martin Tow is producing. In 
| addition, deals have been closed for 
| production in Norway, Sweden, Den- 
| mark and Finland. 

|, Negotiations are also on for Italy 
‘and Australia. 





Clinchy, | 


Question, too, of who will | 


pressed himself on the AAA ques- | 


Production has been | 


Broadway | 


does is go through the “motions.” 
When a certain young miss walked into Lindy’s the other night, Joe E 
Lewis quipped, “Ah, the Daze of our Years.” 





Pitching Horseshoes 











By Billy Rose ~ 


Show me a real comedian, and I'll show you a man who doesn't care 
much about money. The real wits figure it’s a Barnum and Bailey world 
and handle themselves accordingly. 

Let’s get together on what I mean by a real comedian. I don't mean the 
run-of-the-wavelength clowns with eleven writers and gag-files stuffed 
with microfilm. I'm talking about that rare bird who thinks funny, writes 
funny and talks funny—who is just as amusing off kilocycle as on kilocycle. 
I mean those once-in-a-lifetime guys, like Will Rogers and Fred Allen. 

In my twenty years of looking and laughing, these are the two who not 
only said the funniest things, but made up a lot of what they said. I al- 
ways link them in my mind, because they seem to have been cut out of 
the same piece of cloth. Especially in their attitude toward dough. 

Will Rogers made as much money as he wanted to. One deal with the 
old Fox film company called for a million and a quarter. He wouldn't 
even read the long, complicated contract—merely wrote on the back, “This 
is OK with me.” He worked for Ziegfeld for years, but there was never 
a paper between them. 

I have a fellow handling a show on tour for me who used to work for 
Rogers. He tells me the poet-lariat wore $30-suits off the rack, slept in 
| bath-on-the-same-floor hotels, and dined in one-arm joints. When trapped 

in a fancy restaurant where the menu listed everything from soup to nuts, 
he'd just say “Nuts.” He felt about neckties as he did about wives—one at 
a time. 

What did he do with his money? My road man tells me he used to start 
Bill off every morning with a thousand dollars in fives and tens. When 
he paid for a nickel hamburger with a five-dollar bill he never had to 
count his change. He never took any. When he walked down Scollay 
Square in Boston the bums would line up for blocks. They knew Bill 
would pass it out like a man buying votes. He once saw a family being 
booted out of a house, and sent his manager over with a year's rent. Like 
most actors, he played a lot of charity benefits, but unlike most actors, 
he’d sweeten the pot with real sugar—four figure sugar. I guess he was 
responsible for almost as many hospital beds as Grand Rapids. 

The only comic around today I would mention in the same column with 
Will Rogers is Fred Allen. He, too, makes as much money as he wants 10. 
He, too, goes along on the theory that it’s all a big Hallowe'en party and 
that money is something you throw up for grabs. 

I doubt whether Fred and Portland occupy as fancy an apartment as 
some of the fellows who write the no-joke jokes for other programs. old 
Bags-Under-the-Eyes could buy the Colony Restaurant, but prefers to dine 
at the corner drugstore. I never see the Allens at any of the |ish-and- 
plush parties in New York. He'd rather sit around with old vaudevillians 
and talk about those Monday matinees at the Palace. 

And when it comes to grub-staking old cronies, he’s the poor mans RFC. 
After every broadcast, he sits down at a little table and listens to hard 
luck stories. Rheumatic acrobats, near-sighted jugglers, seal-less 
trainers, old friends from way back, walk in light ahd come out heavy 

His half-hour oasis in the Sahara of radio must take a lot out of him. 
Every so often he announces his ulcer is getting side pockets, and quits 
I think he comes back so he can continue to give in the style to which hes 
| accustomed. 

Rogers and Allen carry on the tradition of the genuinely fu! 
who think more of the joke than the poke. The poppa of these 
| was a Greek named Diogenes who used to crack wise in a bathtub 
| Athens. One day Alexander the Great, the original One Worlde! came 

around to see the old joker who was sunning himself in the marketplae* 
The Emperor invited Diogenes to live in his palace. 

“Too busy,” said Diogenes, scratching himself. 
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Alexander offered him everything but the throne. Diogenes jus! kept 
scratching. - 
Alexander said, “Then make a wish. wise man. I am Emperor of ™ 


world, and I'll give you anything you want.” 
“The only thing you can do for me,” yawned Diogenes, 
of the sun. You're throwing a shadow on me.” 
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qCopyright, 1916, Billy Rose) 
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Majors Find Few Bway Plays in Which 
ajors rind Frew D Way Filays in Which 
| 9 
nvest; Others Barred to H’'woo 
To 
With virtually all of the major * 
Im companies willing and anxious | A ' 
- put their coin into Broadway That Telephonic Pitch 
shows this season, they are finding a Telephone operators at the i 
disappointing dearth of acceptable Goldwyn offices in New York | 
deals. Mostly it’s because they feel used to answer up with “Samuel | 
the scripts available unsuitable for | Goldwyn.” Now, as they come | 
backing or, where the script is satis-| on the line they say, “Goldwyn | 
factory, they find producers unwill-| Productions.” 
ing to accept their coin because | Change was made _ because, 
other angels have already been lined | when the switchboard was busy 
up and the operators in a hurry, 
Nevertheless, check of legiters,| the former salutation had a way 
present ana coming, shows Holly- | of sounding like “Sammy Gold- 
wood witha financial interest in nine} wyn.” Officials didn’t feel that 
of them. Deals are divided between was in keeping with the dignity 
five pre-production arrangements by of the establishment 
which the companies obtain film | ___ soa 
rights in advance and four others in | 


have been bought 
investment. 

to date has seen four 
pre-production deals inked and three 
straight investment tieups. Coin is 
available for two or three times that 
number, if the studios could land 
the deals they want. 

Paramount, via the activities of 
John Byram, its play editor, leads 
the field in attention to Broadway. 


which shares 
strictly as an 


This season 


It has two straight investment deals | 


and one pre-production. 20th-Fox 
has two straight investments, no pre- 
production, while RKO has two pre- 
production and no straight 
ments. Columbia and Warner Bros 
each has one pre-production deal. 

Par has an investment of $80,000 
in “Park Avenue” and $12,000 in 
“Years Ago,” Max Gordon's produc- 
tion of Ruth Gordon's biographical 
play, currently on a pre-Broadway 
tour. In “Dream Girl’ Par has a 
$60,000 investment, with a pre-pro- 
duction deal by which it obtains film 
rights for $100,000 down, plus 15% 
of the New York gross, and 10% of 
the road gross against $300,000 ceil- 
ing. 

Fox's pair of investments are 
$300,000 in “Annie Get Your Gun” 
and $80,000 in “Happy Birthday,” 
new Helen Hayes starrer. RKO’'s 
pre-production deals are for “Barna- 

(Continued on page 54) 





Hemingway Angling For 


9006 (Not Quite) In 
Blind Deal for Novel 


Those items by Broadway and 
Hollywood columnists concerning 
$500,000 sight-unseen offers from 


film companies for rights to Ernest 
Hemingway's forthcoming novel are 
an exaggeration, Maurice Speiser, 
the writer's attorney, admitted in 
New York this week. They're not 
too far from the truth, however, he 
asserted, nor from what he expects 
to get for the book. 

Hemingway has 
first draft of the novel, attorney 
said, and is now working on re- 
visions. He wouldn't hazard a guess 
on when it would be finished, except 
that it probably will be published 
(by Scribners) “sometime 
yeas.” It is as yet untitled, as far 
as he knows, Speiser said. 

Number of film companies, it has 
been learned, have been talking with 


completed the 


Speiser about sight-unseen offers, 
similar to that by which 20th-Fox 
recently acquired Kenneth Roberts’ 


“Lydia Bailey” for $215,000 without 
having seen anything but a one and 
one-half page synopsis. Speiser said 
that no synopsis would be provided 
but that * 
in need of money that he’d accept 
bids on the property without being 


certain that it is a good bet for 
films.” 


Korda In, Heads West 


Sir Mian: Korda, who arrived 





invest- | 
| pneumonia 


| bedded. 


| United States 





| Germany, 


| 
wood 


Johnston May Not 
Tour Europe But 


Return From Eng. 


London, Nov. 12. 

may return to the 
next week, following 
from an 
with which he is now 
Motion Picture Assn. prexy 
had been slated to go to Amsterdam 
over the weekend, be in Paris to- 
morrow (Wednesday) and continue 
from there on a tour of Europe. 


Eric Johnston 


recuperation 


Suffering from a severe cold last | 


week, he insisted nevertheless on 
addressing a British industry lunch- 
eon for him Thursday (7). Since he 
had previously forced the postpone- 
ment of an all-industry get-together 
when he decided to stay in America 
last month. because of the Holly- 
studio strike, Johnston felt 
obligated to appear this time, de- 
spite his indisposition. 

Result was that the cold turned 
into pneumonia and the medicos 
ordered the MPA chieftain to bed 
for 10 days while they treated him 
with penicillin. He was showing 
considerable improvement this 
week. It will be up to the doctors 
to decide in a few days whether 
it will be safe for him to continue 
his tour under the circumstances, 


Decision on returning to the U. S. | 


or going on to Paris will be made 
by Friday. 
Heavy Paris ‘Schedule 
Paris, Nov. 12. 

Johnston had a heavy 
prepared for him here. He was to 
meet European managers of U. S. 
companies, hold a press confab at 
the American Chamber of Com- 


meree, attend a dinner at the Ritz 
presided over by American Ambas- 
sador Jefferson Caffrey and confer 


with French government officials, in- 
cluding President Georges Bidault 
and Special Envoy Leon Blum. He 
also planned to meet French indus- 
try toppers before hopping off for 
Austria and Italy later in 


ithe week. 


next | 





‘Hemingway is not so much | 
}number of bills to 


in New York from London Monday 


(11), leaves 


end of the week. He'll discuss plans 


for Hollywood at the. 


there for a film he'll probably make | 


in the U.S. next spring and will also | 
s€w up pending deals for players to 
appear in his pix in 
returns to New York in a few weeks 
and then heads back to Britain. 
Korda’s brother, Vincent, who| 
serves as his art director, is accom- 
Panying him. He has been working 
on set tor Korda’s forthcoming pro- 
ductions of “Salome” and “Carmen.” 


| tional studio 
England. He} 


| 


;pendent in its 


INDICATE CONGRESS T0 


ACT ON H’WOOD LABOR 


Washington. Nov. 12. 
Just back from the Coast, Sen 
William Knowland (Rep., Calif.) in- 
dicated vesterday (Monday) that he 
would take a hand in the coming 


labor legislation to prevent jurisdic- 
ltional disputes such as have been 
crippling picture production in Hol- 


lvwood., 

Republicans will introduce a large 
swing the bal- 
ance in labor-management relations 
more nearly to dead center. Know- 
land said there must be a permanent 
solution for crippling jurisdictional 
strikes in which the innocent em- 
ployer is the sufferer. “Along with 
power there must go responsibility,’ 
he said 


Hellinger Seaition Unit 

Mark Hellinger plans building up 
his unit at the Universal-Interna- 
Although it will con- 
tinue to be financed and serviced by 
U-I, setup will be made more inde- 
operation 


tion of its own personnel. 


| half dozen 


Queetee ee 





BANKS TIGHTEN \Exhibs Must Back Up Distribs’ High 
PANNUCER | DANS Pic Costs, Says A. J. Balaban; Renews 
As Roxy Boss; Theatre Adding Ice Spec 


Wrapping up the coin to finance 
his films, which until a year ago| 
had become one of the least of the |! 
worries of an indie producer 
good setup, is again stepping 
the forefront of his problems. The 
banks on both coasts which were 
competing avidly for production 
loans, and the independent financial 
outfits which were anxious to put 


‘ 


up “second money” and completion 


into 


with a] 


= 
+. “In this uncertain 





Serutan Influence 
Here's proof that radio com- 
mercials might have more effec- 
tive results than their oppo- 
nents think: 


Joan Bennett, secretary-treas- 





guarantees, are pulling in their sure! of Diana Productions, 

horns. | brought back a British Seal- 
Principal motivation behind the| ingham pup with her from Lon- 

double and triple ganders every} don. Actress named the dog 

| prospective deal is now getting is | “Anaid.” 

| the general uncertainty about what As Miss Bennet said, “That's 

the nation’s economic condition will ‘Diana’ spelled backwards.” 

be a year or 18 months hence, when — 


| pictures 
| duction 





attack of | 





schedule | 


currently into 
will be released. 
with that is the muddled Hollywood 
labor picture. Strike-caused delays, 
particularly at Technicolor, have fi- 
nancial institutions out on a limb 
with delayed liquidation of heavy 
loans. 


going 


Prime example of one cause of the 
present reticence is the approxi- 
mately $3,000,000 which the Bankers 
Trust Co. of New York and Security- 
First National of Los Angeles have 
tied up in David O. Selznick’s “Duel 
in the Sun.” Execs of the two insti- 
tutions declare they have no qualms 
whatsoever about the “Duel” loan 
which share, but admit they 
anticipated the investment would be 
well on its way toward liquidation 
by this time. The $5,300,000 pic was 
slated for release last September, 
but got caught in the Technicolor 
snag and there’s still uncertainty as 
to when prints actually will be de- 
livered. 

The Selznick loan has another 
angle, too, which would have given 
the banks quite a headache had it 
been made to a producer in whom 
they had less faith. That’s the fact 
that the production cost of the film 

(Continued on page 18) 


CLIFF WORK IN N.Y. FOR 
U EXECUTIVE POWWOW 


they 











pro- | 
Coupled | . 


“More Serious Pix 
Or Lose Foreign 
Market —Wanger 


A warning to American producers 
either to start turning out more 
serious, adult entertainment or take 
a chance on losing their hold on the 
lush European market was sounded | 
by Walter Wanger on his return to 
New York Monday (11) aboard the 
Queen Elizabeth from London. Wan- 
ger was one of the coterie of Ameri- 
can film celebs who participated in 
the Command Performance before 
the King and Queen on Nov. 1. 

Wanger, who used to be an ex- 
hibitor in England, sajd that he 


while in London. “The most sensa- 


tional news they told me,” he de- 
clared, “is that for the first time 
British pictures are more popular 


in England than American pictures.” 
Representatives of the J. Arthur 
Rank organization told him, Wanger 
said, that British pix now outgross 
American pix from 16%-20°% in all 
situations. 

“There's no doubt,’ he asserted, 





Cliff Work, Universal - Interna- 
tional’s senior studio exec, flew in 
to New York from the Coast this 
week for huddles with h.o. biggies. 
Despite strong trade rumors that his 


|status as a U-l exec was up for re- 


; more 


| consideration, 


company toppers 
pooh-pooh the talk and tag his visit 
as “routine and personal.” 


Work formerly was top man at 
Universal's studio but slipped a 
notch lower when U’s merger with 


International hoisted William Goetz 
to the head of the new organization. 





“that if Hollywood wants the world 
(Continued on page 20) 


Col. Signs Goldstone 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Richard F. Goldstone has signed a 
producer pact with Columbia. 

Goldstone, executive shorts pro- 
ducer at Metro for 12 years, spent 
| three and a half vears in the Army, 
|then returned to Culver City as 
|feature producer prior to joining 
Columbia. 





National Boxolfice Survey 


Armistice Holiday Ups Biz—‘Mast,’ 


Ou 


Long Armistice Day weekend and 


son, ‘Forever’ 


distribution of new, | 

making exhibitors | 
happy this stanza. While less than a 
bigger productions are 
garnering the real gravy, biz for 
some eight other films is fairly well 
spread out, indicating to veteran 


general 
strong fare is 


exhibs that ticket buyers are shop- | 
ping for their entertainment more 
than in recent months. And the} 


public still is able to size up on its 
own just which attractions are rou- 
tine fare and really big 
ones, } 

For the second week running 
“Two Years Before the Mast” (Par) 
is leading the procession of boxoffice | 
hits. However, it is being closels 
pressed by “Margie (20th), which | 
has climbed from sixth position, to 
second slot, only a few thousand 


A. ¢ . . 
which are 


dollars away from “Mast.” Also it 
the Big Four are “Jolson Story” 
(Cols. which is showing marked 
strength in additional spots where 
opened this session, and “Nobody 


via addi- | 


Among staffers Hellinger has re- | 


icently taken on is Jerry Lewis, who | 
production and | 


serve as his 
relations aide. 


will 
public 


in orde! 
Heaven” 


(WB). Next 
“Rage in 


Lives Forever’ 
of strength are 


(M-G’ (reissue) and “Deception” 
| (WB). 
Besides these ton six. trade is | 


fairly evenly divided among the next | 


| bands o1 
| 
| Girl” 


land “Notorious 


| Roxy, going to a new 


‘Margie,’ ‘Jol- 


tstanding Grossers 


which are “White Tie and 
“Killers” (U), “Darling 


eight 
Tails’ (U) 


Cle mentine” (20th), “Blue Skies” 
(Par), “No Leave” (M-G), “Dark 
Mirror” (U), “3 Little Girls’ (20th) 


and “Sister Kenny” (RKO). Just 
missing the list of top 14 are 
“Angel on Shoulder” (UA), and 
“Always Loved You” (Rep). ~* 
“Skies” gets up among the leaders 
strictly on its great showing at the 


N. Y. Paramount where it will do 
$100,000 in its fourth week. Show- | 
ing of “Tails” was greatly boosted 


in several spots by being linked to 
vaudeville. 

New entries include 
(Rep), nice in Los Angeles: 
(RKO), strong in N. Y.: 
Gentleman” (U), 
rated mild in L. A. “No Leave” con- 
rather discouraging keel 


“Brennan 


“Nocturne” 


finues on ad 


i this week. “Black Beauty” (20th) is 
doing $11,000 in Indianapolis. 
“Margie” is currently confirming 


the N. Y. 
record in Den- 
Boston, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia. It will be 


the strength shown at 


ver; is big in 


L. A. and 


near $103.000 for its fourth week in | 
N. Y. Film also is great in Minne- 
apolis 


(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9) 


talked to several of his exhib friends | 


perioa ve are 


now facing,” says A. J. Balaban 


. 
operator of the Roxy theatre, on 
Broadway, for 20th-Fox, “the need 
for renewed showmanship looms 
anew. That's why every topflight 


theatre owner must maintain a flex- 
ible policy, which we are inducting 
with our deluxer as soon as 
when the Roxy will present a come 


possible, 


| bination ice show, stage presentation 
| and the 1 sual picture house enter- 
| tainment. On the other hand, hen 


a ‘Razor’s Ed comes along we 
must have a similar fluid approach, 





| as you will note next week when we 

|will crowd Rosario & Antonio, 
Senor Wences, Emma Otero, the 
Cuban singer, Bob Hannon. and an 
H. Leopold Spitalny-trained choral 

|} group of 24 into 23 minutes.” 

| All of which keynotes that Bala- 

| ban is remaining at the Roxy where 


he had been adlibbing~ since last 
February under a two-month can- 
cellation privilege. Balaban had 
bought a home on the Coast and was 
set to go into indie film production 
but, with his family preferring to 
remain east, he has just struck a 
new deal with Spvyros Skouras and 
|W. C. Michel, prez and executive 
| Veepee of 20th-Fox. Both visited 
(Continued on page 20) 





No Stage Show Will Take 
Edge Off ‘Razor’s’ Preem 


“Razor’s Edge” preview next Tues- 
day (19) night will be devoid of 
any stage presentation, and the regu- 
lar stage show, in effect the follow- 


ing day (Wed.), will be held to 23 
minutes. A reprise of the “aisle 
number,” running but one minute, 


costs $15,000 for the costumes, and 
there is some $40,000 invested in the 
general presentation. 

After “Wilson” opened at the 
Roxy two years ago, bossman A. J. 
Balaban convinced Darry! F. 
Zanuck, Spyros Skouras, et al., that 
the costly ($20,000 per week) Fred 
Waring’s Pennsylvanians were a 
stage-wait, especially at the pre- 
miere, since the predominantly in- 
vited audience came primarily to 
see the picture and/or the fanfare. 
Result was that the stage hors 
d’ouvres got in the way of the film’s 
impact. 
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Par Aims to Keep Down Its Inventory 


With an eve on 
ahead in the form of 
business, 


ble shoals % 
sion in| 

i 

r" aintain | 


POS 
rece 
Paramount vill 
every effort to keep dow ts in- 
ventory of pictures, Barney Balaban 
Par’s pre ) ylementing a 
lett nt ) om olde der his 
Signature Incre: of $8.000.000 in 
companys picture ventory since | 
the i t oO Lne Ve; ete ea to 
the et ! not me: a boost 
from the ‘ ost a 
materiais Balabsz EexXpole d Ac- 
tually, Par’s prez said. the company 
now had two or three fewer films 
on its wives tnal t aq at tne 
outset of “46 


Par was intent 
ventory within /Jimits ince, 
a decline | bu 
high levels take place S made at 
peak costs would be d Dbuted in a 
snl King arket, Bali i pointed 
out. Comp: € Sal as no dif 
fer l tn ‘ er; i n¢ outfit 
ana curlre t tre ( is to iquidate 
ventory to d 
ness dow nbe at wu not catcn it 


extended 


Par na said, to 
build foreign showcases a num- 


mapped pla is h 


ber of capital cities throughout the 
world. Several of were 
already on the fire start | 
rolling as soon as conditions abroad | 
permitted. While 
have increased 
the vear, he 


these deals 


and would 
Par’s cash holdings | 
during 
essential to | 
maintain an adequate level because 
these reserves enabled Par to fi- 
nance this expansion of foreign op- 
erations as well as to maintain con- 
tinuity in dividend payments and to 


substantially 


said, it is 


follow sound, consistent financial | 
policies. 

Sound cash level was also essen- | 
tial to select the most effective and | 


economical means of conforming | 
theatre operations to decrees 
ments, Balaban declared 
policy of company to acquire its 
Own common stock under 
conditions is to “prevent 


require- | 
Announced | 
| 


favorable 
dilution of | 


outstanding stock,” he said 
In this regard, Balaban pointed 
out that Par may have to pay out 


stock to its partners in buying out 
their interest in theatres under the 
decree provisos. With this in mind, 
Par would pick up stock from the 
public “when, and if, general cir- 
cumstances, including such factors 
as market price and the condition of 
the company, are favorable to pur- 
chases.” No definite number of 
shares have been fixed by the board 
of directors, nor has price and time 
been set. 


US. Plan to Transfer 
Gen’} Aniline & Film 
To Yank Stockholders 


Controlling stock interests in Gen- 
eral Aniline & Film Corp., company 
which owns valuable color processes, 
will be sold in the near future to the 
American public, spokesman for the 
Alien Property Custodian said this | 








week. While Genera) Aniline is a 
U. S. formed corporation, some 98% 
of its stock was seized at the out- 
break of war as owned by enemy 
aliens. Prospectus on this stock will 
be prepared short!y. and the Cus- 
todian will then move through a 


recognized underwriter to transfer 
company contro! to American hands. 


| fixed 


ithe nationalization 





Extraordinary Indeed 


Cost of labor troubles in 
Hollywood is evidenced b n 
tem 1n a Oreaka Vl Ot \ ¢ | 
bia’ financial tatement Io the 
vear ending June 30, 1946, issued 
last week Item 

I xt ioraina’r\s eX pe 


‘2 > al 
iting trom jurisaictional Ke 


tudios, $440,845.95 





ommie Sweep No 
rench Pix Stymie 


u. 
for jitters over the results of Sun- 


film producers have no cause 


day’s (10) election in France which 
ave the Communist Party ie 
larg number of seat n the Na 
~ | tional Assembly, according to Jac 
ques Chabrier, French Pathe rep. in 
this country. Despite fact that the 
Communists have a well known and 
loudly blared animus against im- 


portation of Hollywood 
Chabrier asserted that the next gov- 
ernment formed in France will make 
no significant changes in film 
tions 

Election figures, he pointed out 
indicate that the Communists 
only a small plurality and will not 
be able to rule outside of a coalition 
with the conservative Moderate 
publican Party and the 


product 


opera- 


eSainea 


Re- | 


moderate | 


Socialists, both of whom have a 
western orientation The Com- 
munists, moreover, Chabrier added, 
wouldn’t try to unilaterally renege | 
on the Blum-Byrnes pact even if | 
they had a clear majority. (The | 


B.B. pact, operative since last July, 
film import quotas for U. S 
films and was part of an ove 


agreement between the two coun- 
tries. ) 
Within France, Chabrier declared 


resuscitation of 

trend which 
threatened to take over private film 
production and exhibition in the 
period directly after the liberation. 
More probable is increased govern- 
ment regulation with strengthening 
of labor’s hand in the tri-partite 
bureau of labor, management and 
government which currently controls 


he expected no 


the French cinema. Andrien Re- 
mauge, French Pathe chief, is now 


heading this bureau after a reorgani- 
zation four weeks ago. 


Relations between labor and cap- | 


ital within the film industry and the 
economy as a whole, Chabrier stat- 
ed, have been marked by an almost 
total absence of strikes since the 
liberation in August, 1944. As a 
result of the industrial peace and 
checking of the inflationary under- 
tow, the French film industry has 
been able to get back on its feet in 
double-quick time, Chabrier added. 
Studios are operating at maximum 
Capacity and the 


than 100 features. 


Imposing Array Set For 





Barney Balaban Dinner 


Top execs and name stars of show | 
biz are slated to head the list of | 
honoring 


speakers at the dinner 
Barney Balaban next Thursday (21) 
night at the Hotel Astor, N. Y. Af- 
fair is sponsored by the Motion Pic- 








Under existing laws, stock oe 
cates will be so endorsed that the 
company cannot again revert to Ger- 
man directorship, it is said. Money 
received for sate of stock will be 
held by the U. S. Government pend- 
ing settlement of war claims against 
Germany 


Despite public misconception. color 
processes and other film patents held 
by General An line were never seized 
by the Government, office of Custo- 





dian said. Consequently, they can- 
not be licensed to American users. | 
Reason for non-seizure, it is pointed | 


out, is that Genera! Aniline company 
itself, formed in the U.S 
as an Ame‘ican citizen. 
With several million feet of ene- | 
my film in the Custodian’s vaults, next 
Congress is expected to legislate on 
its use. Meanwhile, no sale, lease 
or loan of the film from Germany. 
Austria and Japan for commercial 
exploitation or for screening for 
purely educational purposes on a 
non-profit basis, is contemplated by 
the Custodian. 


is treated 





ture Division of the Joint Defense 
Appeal. Harvey Gibson, prez of the 
Manufacturers’ Trust Co., and Henry 
Monsky, B’nai Birth prexy, will also 
speak. 

Jack Cohn, Columbia Pictures vee- 
pee; Leonard H. Goldenson. Para- 


rall loan | 


New Head of Brulatour 


William J. German has. been 


of Ft. Lee, N. J., to fill the 
vacancy caused by the_ death of 
Jules E. Brulatour. 

German also has been elected 
head of J. E. Brulatour, Ince., of 
California. 


Ex-B’ Scripters 
Segue Into U. S. 


Documentaries 


Casualities in the current 
downbeat on B 
screenwriters 
week mark 
increasingly out in the 
cold. Sharp curtailment of Bs has 
spread unemployment 
scripters and as a 
many of them are 
seriously the documentary 
That's the 


MacFadden, asso 


Majo 
product 
below the 
are 


company 
Coast 

$1,000 per 
themselves 


finding 


among these 
consequence 
beginning to eye 
and edu 
cational field 


tion of Ham 


observ: 


itlon 


‘ 


chief of the 


ciate International Mo 
tion Picture Division, State Dept 
who surveyed the Coast for likely 
writers to staff his department 
Conditions among lower paid 
screen scribblers, neve too good, 


are worsening steadily, MacFadden 
said With unemployment on the 
upswing and opportunities of steady 
Hollywood screen work fading out 
with the Bs, State Dept. has 
approached by a number of 
talented young writers for documen- 
tary scripting. Many of these, in the 


along 


been 


past, would not consider non-thea- 
trical writing because it could not 
pay wages equivalent to that of 
Hollywood, according to MacFad- 
den. 


State Dept. official said that while 
on the Coast he had been tapped by 
a number of “sound craftsmen” for 
posts. with the Government. “Some 
of the most promising writers there 


asked for an opportunity to study 
scripting documentaries,’ MacFad- 
| den declared. “Heretofore we 


couldn't meet Hollywood wage lev- 
els but conditions are such now that 
some very sound writers are ready 
to give up the thought of nebulous 
(Continued on page 20) 





Bergen’s Pic Yen 


Edgar Bergen plans to do another 
picture for Walt Disney soon afte 


‘his return to the Coast next week. 
| Bergen said in New York Monday 





1946 production | 


schedule will see completion of more | 


mount veepee, and Sam Rinzler of | 


Randforce Theatres are chairmen for 


the film division. Talent and agency | 


division of the drive is topped by 
Harry Levine and Robert Weitman 
of Par, Charlie Millér of MCA,, Nat 
Kalcheim of the William Morris of- 
fice; Tom G. Rockwell! of the Gen- 
eral Artists’ Corp.. and Harry Romm, 
Russell Holman, Boris Kaplan 
John Byram of Par head up the 
legit division 


RKO GETS 2 NEW V.-P.S 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
RKO elected two new veepees 
Leen Goldberg and J. J. Nolan. 
Goldberg will continue as studio 
manager and Nolan is in charge of 
commitments on the Gower street 
lot. 


and | 


| 


(11). 

With Charlie McCarthy and Mor- 
|timer Snerd, Bergen has just com- 
| pleted “Mickey and the Beanstalk” 
|for Disney, which will be released 
jas the next after Disney’s “Song of 
|the South.” Picture combines live 
j}action and cartooning as in “Song” 
and marks the first time in pictures 
that McCarthy changes his facial 
expressions. Bergen said he also in- 
augurated the use of ventriloquism 


| with shadowgraphs in “Beanstalk.” 


lelected president of J. FE. Brvlatour, | 
| Inc., 


Of New Pix With Eye to B.0.'s Future 


ar’s $33,877,000 Net for 9 Months 


Indicates Wow 





Other Peak Earnings 


Paramount's net earnings 


which shape up to be a. record- 

tering $45,000,000 for the 
year compares with past top 
performances and current esti- 


ated profits of individual com- 


er 1€s as follow S° 
Company Profits Year 
Warner Bros $22,000,000 1946 
(Est. ) 
20th-Fox 22,000,000 1946 
(Est. 
a a rrr 16,000,000 1946 
( Est.) 
Paramount 15,425,432 1945 
Metro eee 14,942,017 1930 
Paramount ..... 14,743,106 1944 
Paramount 14,584.821 1943 
Metro 14,517,256 


1944 





Bway Deluxers 


Up to $1.50 Top 


Flock of Broadway houses, includ- 


ing every stage show theatre except 
Hall, 


the Music followed the 


gen- 
eral inflationary trend throughout 
the country by pushing up admis- 
sion scales in .the past two weeks. 
‘Music Halt; alone, resisted the up- 


{Years of Our Lives,” 


ward movement with a statement by 


Gus FEyssell which rapped the action | 


as “biting the hand that feeds you” 


and adding that “a boost for the 
Music Hall is unlikely in the imme- 

{diate forseeable future.’ Eyssell | 
labeled the current level on admis- 

}sion prices “mighty high” and said 
‘he felt any further hike would be 
‘out of reason.” * 


Boost was effectuated by the Par- 
amount, Strand and Capitol theatres 


Loew's State, while still holding to 
a 50c-$1.10 scale, will raise its level 
of prices, management said, but has 


as yet made no decision on the ex- 
tent or date of the boost. Astor the- 
atre. a straight flicker house, has also 
mapped a hike from its current $1.40 
rate to $1.80 ‘its former holiday 
scale) for Samuel Goldwyn’'s “Best 
which goes in 
Nov. 21. 

Paramount's scale has been upped 
to 85c-$1.50 from its former range 
of 70c-$1.20. Strand, which previ- 
ously taxed patrons 75c-$1.20, has 
inflated its weekend evening top to 
$1.50. Operating on a previous top 
of $1.10. the Capitol price range is 
now scaled from 80c to a weekend 


| peak of $1.50. 
Music Hall will cling to its cur- | 


rent $1.20 top weekdays and $1.25 
Saturdays and Sundays, Eyssell said, 


because he wanted the customers “to | 


keep coming in.” Manager of the 
top showcase implied that rise in 
price of ducats might result in a 
slice in attendance. 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Louise Allbritton 
| Mischa Auer 
| Ann Blythe 
| Charles Boyer 
| Harry Brand 
Steve Brooks 
Hoagy Carmichael 
Ted Fio Rito 


Bill Flannery 
Barney Gerard 
Paulette Goddard 
Robert Goldstein 
Angela Greene 
Don Hartman 
Ben Henry 


Rupert Hughes 
Louis Hyman 
George Jessel 
Jerry Johnson 
Charles Judels 
Otto Kruger 
Charles Laughton 
Charles Levin 
John Loder 
Virginia Mayo 
Lon McCallister 
Tim McCoy 
Wayne Morris 
Dennis O'Keefe 
Harry Ommerle 
George E. Pal 


Jack Pegler 
Tyrone Power 
Monte Proser 
William Saal 
Dore Schary 
Alan Shero 
Cameron Shipp 
Stanley Shuford 
Morris Stoloff 
Gloria Swanson 
Gene Tierney 
Dick Vodra 
Ruth Waterbury 
Cliff Work 

H. J. Yates 
Darryl] F. Zanuck 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Herb Crooker 
Homer Curran 
Ralph Edwards 


Harry Kosiner 
Russell Lewis 
Jeffrey Lynn 


Irving Rapper 
Charles M. Reagan 
Al Schwalberg 
Paul Small 


Hugh Herbert Arthur H. Miller Wilber Stark 
Bob Hope Alfred Paschall Howard Young 
Alexander Korda John Patrick Max Youngstein 


London to N. Y. 


Jean Pierre Aumont 
Joan Bennett 

Caro) Brandt 
Richard Carlson 


Edward Dmytryk 
William Eythe 
Joseph Friedman 


Phil 


Vincent 


Reginald Gardiner 
yersdorf 
Goldwyn Girls 
F.ugene Goosens 
Alexander Korda 
Korda 
Maria Montez 

Pat O'Brien 


John Paxton 
Michael Powell 
Rubin Rosenberg 
Adrian Scott 
Martha Scott 
Anne Shirley 
Walter Wanger 
M-urice Zuberano 


N. Y. to LONDON 


Jack. Hylton 


Anatole Kitain 


William Mollison 


Lou Wilson 


$45,000,000 on Year 


+ With a fabulous $33,877,000 net for 


| the first nine months of °46 and the 
| Seaetetena best three months 
ahead, Paramount officials are 
| freely predicting a year’s take j, 
cess of $45,000,000 for t} 
Stupendous sum is 


eXx- 
1@ cOMpany. 
triple that of 
; the previous record for any indi- 
vidual company, a tidy $15 425.439 
which Par itself racked up last year 
Par, moreover, has moved into 

iuon where it the 
earnings of its competitors 
| Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox. both of 
| which look to garner $22.000.000 
| apiece from the current stanza 


da DO0- 
she ul ( DI 
it 


closest 


Company hit the unprecedented 
figure with the disclosure that 
third quarter net had rung the } 
with $12.085,000. Amount, including, 
| $1.891.000 from company’s direct and 
indirect stockholder 


sids 


interests it 
With $5,354,000 
Par took during the third quarte 
,;of 45 Its nine-month total 
$13 841,000 
yeal 


compared 


i 
pares with for the ame 


period last 
Company's take is all the more re- 
markable since the past quartet 


cludes the hot summer months when 
business is generally off H 

water mark of $45,000.000 and ore 
should be reached, it is said. be- 
cause last three months is usually 


good for 30% of 
October through 
embracing the lucrative Thanks 
ing and Christmas biz, should pay 
off in spades to Par which has wide 
theatre holdings. 


the year’s total. 
December period, 


‘34th and Greatest Year’ 

Added factor which has Par's ex- 
ecs thinking in terms of even hand- 
somer profits is its current “34th and 
Greatest Year” sales drive, streich- 
ing. as it does, through October and 
Novembe: Annual drive is a means 
of liquidating exhib pacted but un- 
used play-dates and gives Par a 
chance of cashing in on backlog of 
pix dates in theatres. Campaign 
affords salesmen and bookers excuse 
to push unplayed dates which gen- 
erally pile up during the yea 

With 7,504,272 shares of common 
outstanding, Par’s take for ‘46 will 
be equivalent to some $6 pgr share 
Figure in itself is not the absolute 
top for film stock since Metro in 
1944 hit $8.61 per share on a profit 
of $14,517,256. In view of Par’'s two- 
for-one split on July 8, company has 
earned a peak $12 per share for 
‘every share held at the outset of 
the year 
| Earnings for the quarter. represent 
$1.61 per share as against 7l1c in ‘45, 
while for the nine-month period 
| take is equivalent to $4.51 compared 
| with $1.84 for the same stretch of 
45. Regular dividend rate of $2 per 
share has been set by the board of 
| directors with a 50c per. share 
melon declared for the fourth qua’- 
ter. Extra dividend of 25c has also 
been fixed with both regular and 
added cut payable Dec. 27 to holders 
of record on Dec. 6. 

Regular dividend rate 
nually, established by the board, 
represents second increase in rate 
since June. Hike in payments 
doubles Par’s disbursements of divi- 
dends payable at the same rate per 
share on stock on the old basis. Par 


of $2 an- 





| will now hand out $15,000,000 an- 
;nually in place of $7,500,000 here- 
tofore. 


‘GARNETT, VIDOR NAME 
REEVES ESPY GM. 


Hollywood, Nov. 12 
Tay Garnett and King Vidor, who 
recently organized Viking Produc- 
jtions, Inc., appointed Reeves Espy 
| general manager of their indie ven- 
ture. 

Espy announced that the company 
| will produce at least six $2,000,000 
pictures in the next three years 





Laughton for Chekhov 
In N.Y. ‘Arch’ Retakes 


Hollywood, Nov. 12 

Sequences in which Michael Chek- 
hov appeared in Enterprise’s “Arch 
of Triumph” will be refilmed in New 
| York, with Charles Laughton re plac- 
| ing Chekhov, who is ill. 
Reason for the switch from Holly- 
| wood is that Ingrid Bergman, who 
jappeared im these sequences, W ill 
lopen in the legit play, “Joan of 
| Lorraine,” in New York, Nov. 18: 





Charles Boyer, David Lewis, pr°- 
ducer, and Lewis Milestone, airec~ 
tor, will join Laughton and Miss 


Bergman in Manhattan. 
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action by the United Artists’ 
tossing David O. Selznick 
immediately 
yesterday 


yut of 1e company 
threw into trade focus 
(Tuesday ) the lengthy negotiations 
in which UA has been engaged with 
David Loew and Charles Einfeld on 
, releasing deal for their Enterprise 
Product With Enterprise turn- 
ing out a_ slate of top-budgeters, 

naturally prevalent in 
that Loew and Einfeld 
scheduled to fill the 
by Selznick 


1lONnS. 


thought Was 
the industry 
might well be 


UA vacuum left 


At the same time, the trade pon- 
Jered Sel ck’s future course In 
regard to distribution with only a 
few months, at most, before he'll 
have prints available of the tre- 
mendously expensive “Duel in the 
Sun.” Neil Agnew, his distribution 


chief. has been for months building 
able organization as a sup- 


plement to UA’s sales force. It has 


been oft-mentioned that this setup 
easily could be used as the nucleus 
of a Selznick distributing company 
and such a course now may well be } 
in Selznick’s mind. Only- problem 
to be solved in that respect—and not 
an easy one—would be the physical 
handling of prints. That's one of 
he things that stumped Samuel 
Goldwyn when he was going into 
the distributing business himself 
some months ago. 


Enterprise Deal Looks In 


General situation appeared good 
for a possible union of Enterprise 
with UA, since Loew and Einfeld | 
have long been seeking a setup in 
which they could share profits and 
management of the company | 
through which they distributed. 


UA, on the other hand, would wel- 
come the prestige and profit accruing 
from Enterprise films, to replace 
those of Selznick, !f an acceptable 
(Continued on page 20) 


SRO Sign Still Undusted 
For Reade’s Deluxe Nabe 


But Biz Starts to Climb. 


While its SRO sign remains un- 
dusted, Walter Reade’s new plush 
Park Ave. theatre has shown a 
Steady climb in business since its 
fanfared opening two weeks ago and 
Bives signs of solid grosses on a 
mixed reservation-street patronage. 
House is doing 75% over weekends; 
60" -75% on midweek evenings: and 
about 40% during weekday matinees, 
theatre exec reported. With about 
half the house subscribed to on a 
ver-annum basis, admission prices 
are currently scaled from 60c. mid- 
week matinees to $1.80 tops for some 
evening shows. 

Scattered gripes over age of prod- 
uct have been registered by sub- 
scription patrons, 
to the length of cancelling reserva- 
tions. As things ncw stand, Park 
Ave. is a last-run house, but Reade 
is currently dickering with major 
distribs for a better deal. By Jan. 1, 
house will probably follow Loew’s 
and RKO circuits on all product, 
Reade indicated. 

The 599-seat house got off to a 
800d start, helped by wide bally of 
its deluxe trimmings. Featuring di- 


with some going | 





| ‘Ease Selznick Out 


} 





— Continued from page 1 ——— 


a 
indications he considering 


stockhold- 


was 
whether to fight the UA 
ers’ action 

The Chaplin-Pickford 
Selznick is 


because of 


combine’s 


decision to oust report- 


have been made 


ed to 


Selznick’s release of a number of his 





productions through RKO and 20th- 
IFox. Selznicl agreement with UA 
Va yr production of 10 film units 

yr its release, but Chaplin and Miss 


‘Pickford contend he has _ fulfilled 


only three-tenths of this agreement. 
Chaplin’s attitude is reported to 
have bee! “If Selznick can take his 


where I 
for mine.” 
finished his first 
ral years, “A Comedy 


pictures elsewhere, Ill go 


can get the best price 
Chaplin has just 
picture in seve 
of Murders.” 
The decision to refuse to release 
'* Duel in the Sun” came as Selznick 
vas struggling to get the 
epic 


Techni- 
color into local showings to 
make it eligible for Academy award 
consideration 

First tipoff that something big was 
stirring in the United Artists setup 
came Monday morning when Mary 
Pickford notified the trade press she 
was calling a press 
had an important 
4:30, the 


her press 


conference and 
story on. tap. 
time appointed for 
conference in the offices 


Came 


and she 
explanation 
for her non-appearance. 
however, Miss Pickford 
she “thought she had a 
but it isn’t ready yet.” 

The Selznick high command be- 
gan its deliberations after it became 
known that the Selznick-is-out news 
was on the grapevine telegraph 
around town, 

Daniel T. O'Shea, president of 
Vanguard Films, Ine., commenting 
|} on the UA situation, said: “If per- 
chance the UA board supports this 
weird and suicidal maneuver we 
shall have much to say of great in- 
terest to the trade, and it will not be 
limited to our plans concerning 
‘Duel in the Sun’.” 

Conference in the Selznick camp 
last night over the bustup with 
UA was lengthy. Press representa- 
tives, waiting with ill-concealed im- 
patience for a statement, commented 
that it was lasting longer’ than 
“Gone With the Wind.” Selznick, 
Paul MacNamara, chief publicist, 
and Neil Agnew, veepee in charge 
of sales, huddled in the private din- 
ing room on the Culver City lot. A 
lonely flack waited in the offices for 
an authorized account of the pro- 
ceedings. Stenographers were held 
in readiness to transcribe an official 
statement. The deliberations lasted 
more than four hours. The matter 
of what. how, when and if to do was 
threshed out pro and con. Twice a 
communique was” put. out 
snapped back before the press 
agents could get it into typewriting. 
At the end of the four hours the 
| significant bulletin was given out— 
one short paragraph quoting O’Shea. 


of her attorney, 


show. No was given 
Last night, 
explained 


good story 


rect telephone service, television in | 


its lobby, art exhibits 
snacks, chief subject of 
news comment is 


and free 
mag and 
its_love-seats for 
ft rapport couples. 


Cinecolor Turns Away 


Tinting Business 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
Cinecolor laboratory is 
Solidly until July, 1947, and has 
warned down nearly 200 requests for 
Inting commitments, from majors 


and minors alike, in 
Months, 


Seneral manager, Requests have 


c . 
come not only from the U. S. but 
“te Sweden, 
te Switzerland, Canada, India, 
exico and several South American 
Companies. 
on hext July, Loss declared, new 
e i > of ; 
: oe will have been installed 
t ake care of business now being 
utned away, 


booked | 


the last few | 
according to William Loss, | 


China, Japan, France, | 


IT’S OFFICIAL NOW: U-I 
| MERGER ALL SIGNED 
| 


Finale of the Universal-Interna- 
tional merger came yesterday (12) 
| when company toppers in New York 


and Hollywood signed legal docu- 
ments which made the marriage 
| binding and complete. Henceforth, 


all product of the new company will 
carry the U-I label while being dis- 
tributed by Universal as the parent 
organization. Inking of papers was 
hailed by U-I exces who reiterated 
the declaration that the company 


was embarking on a program of top 
pix only and that all westerns, se- 
rials and smali budget films were 
out 


Negotiations hich wound up yes- 
terday, started last August between 
William Goetz and Leo Spitz repre- 
| senting International and Nate 
| Blumberg, U's prexy, and J. Cheever 
| Cowdin, board chairman. 


|tion of a scheme to fly 


failed to} 


JUGGLE PIX IN TECH 


+ 
| 


Selznick’s UA Exit Throws Enterprise AF| FASE SNAP 


Negotiations Into Sharp Focus 





Ao PRINTS L 


Continued jamblock on Techni- 


color prints is handing out a bad 


beating to major company releasing 


plans and has now reached the point 


where the tail is wagging the dog 
Shortage is so drastic that Techni- 


color execs Owned up to considera- 
negatives of 


U. S. pix to Britain, in 
stances, to jazz up the lagging tempo 


Techni officials said. however, that | 
English plant facilities were only 
one-quarter that of Hollywood's and 
clogged with oraer trom British 
producers At that. an exec Said 

the plan was being weighed because 
the English plant was not as far 


behind as the American one 


Carefully laid plans for 


releasing 


campaigns such as that which Uni- | 
versal had mapped for its debut as 
U. S. distrib of J. Arthur Rank pix 


have had to be switched at the last 
moment. And cropping up again, last 
week, the print touched off the 
Samuel Goldwyn-David O. Selznick 
battle over the Astor theatre, N. Y. 

Rising demands of majors for 
tinted pix, coupled with limited in- 
dustrial capacity of Technicolor, Inc., 
are the causes which add up to the 
fact that the prints lag orders by 
three to six months. Its effect has 
even been felt in foreign sales since 
selection of titles for export has 
weighted by the question of whether 
any color pix can be made available 
for secondary markets. 

Plight of 20th-Fox’s “Margie” is 
an instance—and it has furrowed the 
brows of that 
Chromes for “Margie” are so 
decreed that 
must first 
Sales execs 
that they 
distribu- 


company’s sales top- 
pers. 
few, the company has 
all bookings for the pic 
be approved by the h.o. 
of other companies say 
frequently jockeyed 
schedules, substituting black- 
and whites for color pix because 
prints for the latter have not 
available at planned release dates. 
Late change from the color film 


have 
tion 


| “Stairway to Heaven” to black-and- 





and | 


“Wicked Lady” as opening 
(Continued on page 18) 


Mary Pickford Swings 
Better UA % Deal For 


Hubby Buddy Rogers’ Co. 


Comet Productions, indie unit 
operated by Buddy Rogers and 
Ralph Cohn, has obtained a reduc- 
tion in the distribution percentage it 
pays to United Artists as result of 
the recent scrap Mary Pickford had 
with the UA board and exec staff. 
Miss Pickford is Rogers’ wife and a 
one-third owner of UA. 

Comet, turning out “streamlined” 
features 45 to 60 minutes in length, 
criginally got a releasing deal from 
UA calling for a fee of 30% in the 
U. S., Canada and England and 50% 
in the rest of the world. Revision 
provides for 25% in U. S. and Can- 
ada, 30° in England and 50% in the 
rest of the world. 

Miss Pickford was burned up at 
the arrangement, inasmuch as most 
other new UA producers were suc- 
ceeding in getting 25° and 274%4% 
deals for U. S. distribution. Her 
principal squawk, however, 


white 





“ 


over her own contract, which UA 
did not want to renew at the old 
figures of 25% up to $800,000 an 
10% over that. She succeeded in 


getting an extension of that arrange- 
ment for release of all pix she had 


in preparation when her pact ex- 
pired Sept. 1, 1946, and delivered 
before Sept. 1, 1947. After that she 


gets the same terms as Comet’s new 

deal 

Harry Grey Steps Into 
Paramount Shorts Spot 


Hollywood, Nov, 12 
Paramount assigned Harry Grey 
to take charge of all its short sub- 


ject production. to succeed Lou Har- 
} hecked off the lot 


; » Pay 
into the Pa 


rhs, who as ¢ 


Grev moved amount 
studio from Republic, where he had 


} . . ; 1 apt 
{ f vo ‘ros I i! 
proauch Le md agi ] 


been f \ 
pictures since 1396 





urgent in- 


been | 


was | 








NICOLOR JAM 


| 'Not Only Selznick But ‘Cleopatra’ 


Too May Lose It at the Astor 





Friendly Enemies 
There’s no business like show 
at least no feud in 
the film industry which can get 
so hot its participants won’t do 
each other a favor in a pinch. 
Last Friday (8), James Mulvey, 


business—or 


Samuel Goldwyn’s distribution 
chief, hurriedly needed a pro- 
jection room to screen “Best 


Years of Our Lives,” which is a 
focal point in the current battle 
Astor theatre N.Y 
Goldwyn and United 
Artists and David O. Selznick 
Mulvey found the roon at 


RKO, Goldwyn’s distrib, in use. 


over the 


between 


So—while UA and Goldwyn 
lawyers were actually in court 
fighting each other—Mulvey 


phoned UA and asked if he 


could use its projection room. 
Answer was a cheery “Come 
| right over” and the screening 


went on as per schedule. 








Top Indies Nix 
~ Ties With MPEA 


Refusal of Samuel Goldwyn and 
David O. Selznick to join the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Association is 
expected to be a serious drawback 
to the organization's achievements, 
despite success of Francis Harmon, 
MPEA v.p., in selling a number of 
indies on advantages of pooling their 
product abroad, which was the pur- 
pose of his Coast visit during the 
past two weeks. Harmon was sched- 
uled to return to N. Y. over the 
weekend but has been delayed on 
the Coast for another week. 

Goldwyn and Selznick, along with 
plenty of other indies, feel that they 
can do better by marketing their 


films abroad themselves, rather than | 


by giving rights to the Export Asso- 
|ciation and participating in pooled 
‘receipts. They recognize the long- 
range value of the MPEA’s efforts to 
| “fight monopoly with monopoly” in 
;those countries where films are 
| tightly controlled, but feel that, they 
'are not in the position of the major 
;companies to afford such vision. 

| Participants in the MPEA receive 
|a pro rata share of its income, based 
|/on what their films did in the domes- 
|tic market last year. With a big 
| backlog of product, piled up during 
ithe war years, Goldwyn, Selznick 
and other indies are of the opinion 
|they can get more income by taking 
their chances on making their own 
|deals, rather than accepting what 
|the MPEA hands them. 
| policy reasons, is prepared to sell 


|pix at a loss in some countries, if | 


| necessary, which the indies claim is 
| okay for the well-heeled majors, but 
jnot for them. 
| One suggestion made by the in- 
|dies—and so far given no serious 
| consideration—is that the MPEA, or 
the majors directly, subsidize the 
indies to the extent of perhaps one- 
|half of their potential income from 
|the countries handled by MPEA, in 
return for their cooperation. Other- 
wise, with indies such as Goldwyn 
and Selznick going in on their own, 
MPEA is expected to have a hard 
battle, since state monopolies or 
others with which the Association 
is endeavoring to do business, will 
have as a weapon the indie product. 
Harmon’s trip to the Coast was 
aimed primarily at lining up pro- 
ducers who release through United 
Artists, although he also talked to 
others. UA itself is a member of the 
Export Association, but it has been 
having a hard fight getting its pro- 
ducers to give their permission for 
to turn over their product to the 
MPEA. 


J. L. Warner Due in N. Y. 


Jack L. Warner entrains for New 
York this weekend from Hot 
Springs, Ark., for a 10 day stayover 
before shipping to Europe 


Varner will meet his wife and 
daughter abroad. Latter is in 


jin Switzerland. 


school 


+ 


| rounding the 


Broadway's Astor theatre, one of 


the top showcases of the nation 


20 dark 


may 
today (Wednesday) in the 


hailstorm of replevins, re-replevins 
currently flying 
in the two-week-old struggle 
between Samuel and 
David QO. Selznick for use of the 
house A court possibly 
coming down today, may deprive the 
the print of “Caesar and 
Cleopatra” (UA) it is now running. 
In that Maurice Maurer, op- 
ator of the theatre, declared yes- 
intil Gold- 
Our 


and mandamuses 
about 


Goldwyn 
dec ision. 
Astor of 
case, 
lay he'd shut up shop 

3est Years of 


ype Nov. 21 


onoula tne 


Lives” 


shuttering 
bevy of 


materialize, 


the present writs may be 


just a forerunner of further court- 
1roon footwork, since the contract 
under which Goldwyn and Selznick 
ire supposed to share use of the 


house provides that Maurer receive 
a minimum rental of $1,000 a day, 
open or shut. He'll immediately lay 
claim to $6,000 for the six days the 
house is veiled. Whether Selznick 
will agree to any such payment un- 
der the strained circumstances sur- 
closing may well be 
tossed into court for the final word. 

Decision scheduled for 
on the plea of United Artists, dis- 
tribs of “Cleo,” for a writ of man- 
damus to force the sheriff to disre- 
gard the Astor’s writ of re-replevin, 
obtained after UA had gotten a writ 
of replevin to recover the print. 
The writ routine was started last 
week in efforts of UA to force 

(Continued on page 20) 


today is 


Disney’s ‘Song of South’ 
Becomes 3-Day Gala 
In Atlanta Premiere 


Although Walt Disney’s “Song of 
South” did not preem at the Fox, 
Atlanta, until last night (Tues.), the 
event was a three-day junket for 
southern newspapermen and exhib- 
itors starting in Atlanta last Sunday. 
Giant street parade, with floats fea- 
turing Disney cartoon’ characters, 
was the outstanding ballyhoo on 
Monday. The premiere produced 
plenty of fanfare under the direc- 
tion of Terry Turner, RKO exploita- 
tion chief, and Harry Reiners, his 
assistant. 

Besides the 25 newspaper scribes 
from all principal southern keys, 
and leading exhibitors from the 


|south, RKO also had Mr. and Mrs. 


MPEA, for | 


|} Port Huron 


Walt Disney, Ruth Warrick, Barbara 
Hale, Bill Williams aud Bobby Dris- 
coll in Atlanta for the affair. Gov- 
ernor-Elect Talmadge, Mayor Wil- 
liam Hartsfield, Rear Admiral Clark 
Howell Woodward and Ned Depinet, 
RKO’'s exec veepee, also attended. 
Other RKO officials in Atlanta for 
the preem included Robert Mochrie, 
So! Schwartz, Nat Levy, Harry Man- 
del and S. Barret McCorinick. 


TWO PAR-AFFILIATED 
CHAINS BOOK ‘OUTLAW’ 


Despite the Motion Picture Asso- 
ciation’s withdrawal of its Produc- 
tion Code seal from “The Outlaw”’— 
which implies disapproval of the 
film by all the major companies— 
two Paramount- affiliated circuits 
have booked the Howard Hughes 
production. They are the Butterfield 
chain, which has dated it into 10 of 
its key spots in Michigan, and the 
Kincey & Wilby circuit, which has 
booked it in Virginia, West Virginia 
and the Carolinas. 

Originally, majors in accepting 
the Production Code vowed not to 
play pictures which did not carry 
its purity label. However, some 
years back it was feared that such 
could be considered a con- 
in the courts and the com- 
were released from their 
pledge. Nevertheless, in the case of 
“The Outlaw,’ most distribs with 
iffiliated circuits have veered away 
from the picture, either voluntarily 





action 
spiracy 
panies 


or because of church pressure. 
Butterfield chain is booking it in 

Ann Arbor, Battle Creek, Bay City, 

Flint. Kalamazoo, Jackson, Lansing, 


Pontiac and Saginaw. 
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English Pix Termed ‘Sudden Death’ 
In San Fran, Where Biz Off 40%; 
B.0. Rivalry Ups Portland Grosses 


By Hayden Talbot 


Ya Francisco VON 


Han k Evergreen is tops in O1 
por The cire is big enough t 
s ( ee airy ions Its 
e pe ¢ ed by tl fa 
$ Mere pre 
ore omew it . 
licity ce riment is headed D\ 
Public Relations Officer just 
that. His name is Russell Br 
Say ¢ 
r< ¢ ewcome tc Po 
who relies on census figures tne 
ve hav x first run the ) 
vhic ve operate three, gene! 
come iy e. Actually P 
an ( ove eated Di ¢ 
Government tatistics: the t 
e ( ( me ( ot 
475.000 ( ! 1 A 
peopl ‘ t more MOV le Cons l 
current business can be taken as 


people elsewhere. It 
Portland is 


criteri@n, than 


mav be because Still < 
small town community. Here, almost 
anytime pessersby shout greeting 


to one anoi across the street. You 
can go a month in Seattle, and neve! 
hear like that. So Seattle 
is metropolitan-minded; Portland is 
not. So a gocd picture in Seattle gets 


el 


anvthing 


small word-of-mouth benefit. Here 
folks tell exch other about the pic- 
tures they like. If I do say it, as I 
shouldn't. the biggest money bally- 


most striking art layouts 
have nothing on the boxoffice value 
of word-of-mouth 


hoo and the 


Ceunter-Attractions 


“Another thing about Portland 
which makes for good business is 
the red hoi opposition every opera- 
up against. Few towns in the 
west get more stage shows than ap- 


tor is 


pear at the Mayfair. Only recently 
we've had to buck attractions like 
‘Oklahoma. ‘Rose Marie,’ ‘Merry 
Wives of Windsor’ and ‘Life With 
Father. Only the other day Port- 
Jjand’s first Drive-In theatre was 
opened. Also, of course, there are 
the other counter-attractions from 
baseball to auto racing which ex- 
hibitors generally have to battle. In 
our situation we welcome this op- 


position. We believe it helps to make 
Portland entertainment hungry. 

“Another underlying of 
Oregon's booming movie business is 
iis postwar population increase. 
Again, disregard figures. (It wouldn't 
mean a thing to any boxoffice, if a 
million. Eskimos came into a town 
and set up their igloos.) I prefer to 
put it this way. Prewar, if the Uni- 
versity of Oregon began a season 
with a football squad of 40 aspirants. 
everybody concerned was satisfied. 
«This fall almost 100 would-be letter 
men turned out for practice. It not 
only proves how tremendously the 
university has grown which, in turn, 
involves a proportionate increase in 
the college town’s business popula- 
tion: the important thing from the 
showman's viewpoint is the fact 
these young men and their wives and 
(presently) their kids are the best 
possible kind of patrons. 


cause 


“Coming back to opposition, two 
of Portland’s first run houses are 
operated by J. J. Parker. As _ be- 


tween his theatres and ours there al- 
ways hes been and I fully expect 
there alweys will be the keenest 
kind of competition. This seems to 
me important at a time when the 
Government is so intent on proving 
most of us violators of the Sherman 
anti-trust law. If anybody thinks 
there is collusion between the Ham- 
rick Evergreen interests and the J. 
J. Parker chain of theatres. let him 
consider a recent single incident. 


One ‘A’ Bucking Another 
Means Bad Biz for Both 


“Playing day and date, Parker's 
Broadway theatre had ‘Caesar and 
Cleopatra’ while our Paramount of- 
fered ‘Anna and the King of Siam.’ 


Of course and _ inevitably, both 
houses suffered. To no less extent 
the producers and_ distributors of 


those two pictures suffered. Nobody 
in their senses would deliberately 
operate that way. To the most sus- 
picious cynic this one incident must 
appear in its true light. Proof posi- 
tive there's no collusion here” 
Over to Jack Matlack, manager of 
the Broadway and right hand man 
for J. J. Pzrker, owner of a chain 
of Oregon theatres. Says Matlack: 
“Problems? Gripes? I haven't any. 
Business is good, and it’s going to 
be better. Television and third di- 
mension pictures are certainties in 


the near future. This industry has! 


wn from the start: it has neve! 
ed growing; I see no reason to 
eve will stop in our lifetime 

H e a look at those Ziant reaw 
going to see between here 
» FE) ISCO ‘T ney were prett 

\ s before the 
¢ i if ey € 
{a VU S tne i 

. { ) I ct re { S ess i 


stopped growing 


As for auction bidding, it 
ng us. Time enough to think 
w he and if, it become i 
To me it sounds too screwy 
er to be put in operation, and it’s 
cl t won't last long r i 
Anvhow, we've been up against 
e things and have come 

I Kay Sx we Te not A 
o mucl Ss cl ae ¢ 


Irritating the Public 


No denying ‘Caesar’ was hurt by 
e simultaneous playing of ‘Anna’ 
oss the street, but even if the 
gross had been bigger I'd still say 
Caesar’ is a bad picture. This is not 
personal opinion based on my in- 


dividual taste. We all know the only 


good picture is the picture the gus- 
tomers line up to see. But it is a 
fallacy to think only in terms of 


grosses, Sometimes ballyhoo induces 
lot of people ¢o spend their money 
a picture they think they're go- 
ng to like—and when they've seen 

come out sore as the devil. 
definitely harmful. It’s the 
a lot of our patrons felt after 
seeing ‘Caesar’, 


on 


it thev 
This is 


Way 


“As for further jacking up of ad- 
mission prices I sincerely hope it 
will not be ‘necessary. We have not 
increased prices during the past two 
years, but there seems to be no end 
of the increase in operating costs. 
Unless this increase is brought to a 
stop I see no way out for the ex- 
hibitor except to boost his prices still 
higher. I am not in a position to 
venture an opinion as to audience 
reaction to a further increase. I 
can only hope there will be no need 
of testing it.” 

San Francisco struck this fact- 
seeker about the way the Whirlwind 
Rapids struck the guy who went 
over Niagara in a barrel. 

No city in the world has so many 


Exhibs Predict Slump But 


a 
n 
il 


clanking 
comes close to equalling the racket 


oO 


port. It's the raucous yell of a Mar- 


k 
fi 


crooks 


e 


C 


nd so decrepit street cars — and 
othing on wheels makes such an 
ifernal din San Francisco's 
trolleys. Only one thing 


as 


f San Francisco's surface trans- 





et street exhib as, complete with | 


Treaties 





antic gestures, he tells you what | 
the producers and distribs 


Dietz and Crooker West 


e. So, maybe unfairly, this mugg 
nitomizes the worthwhile info ob- F a aad kli ‘i P _ . 
; 4 “or Strickling Powwow 
ained in the west Oast metropolis 
the word of a single representa Howard Dietz, Metro veepee ovel 
: a } lic , ie slate, t fiy + > 
ve of the trade ad public ity, is late i to fi o the 
,  ¢ . F oe Coast Sunday (17), to be followed 
James ». Stainton, secretary Ol : a. ha 
. a : E " two days later by Herb Crooker, 
My v a siterprises nc., OW . , 
oD, a rhea . M-G publicity. director. Duo will 
rs f one of the biggest chain olf . 
vais eng . . : huddle with Howard  Strickling, 
vest na tne fool . ‘ \ F E +} 
studio publicity chief, and other 
‘ studio execs in an attempt to for- 
San Francisco is proud to count|mulate some new, overall methods 
elf a four-days-a-week town. To of publicity 
judge by your articles in Varigry, Huddles will be held on the entire 
xhibitors in the east and middle) Metro publicity setup to ascertain 


west are putting in 15 hours a day | what changes can be made to im- 

seven days in the week. Maybe we prove the dissemination of flack ma- 

work harder when we do work. |terial. With newspaper space still 

Anyhow, wait till you hit Los An-!tjed up because of the lack of news- 

geles. They don’t work there at all.| print, some new approach to news- | 

Which is just another way of saying | paper publicity must be found now, 

things are mighty prosperous in th according to the letro execs 

eck of the oods Crooker plans to train out to the 
“Also »S Francisco proud to be | Coast instead of filving, in order to 

a native son city, with plenty of get as much rest as possible after 

age and tradition behind us—in and his recent appendectomy 

out of the movie business. Take " 

this concern, for instance. Its early REPUBLIC REISSUING 


lt 


e 


Start in 

pendents 
the 
Eventually 
McNeil 


n mystery, 


story goes back so far it’s wrapped 
But before it was found- 
d the three men who gave it its 
life were three rival inde- 
fighting each other with 
ferocity of a trio of grizzlies. 
Michael Naify, Robert A 
and Eittel Emmick buried 


their hatchets and merged their in- 


terests,. 


c 


—Turner 


oO 


Inc., came into being. 


Then, when they decided to 
all it a day, two of their employees 
and Dankin—bought them 
ut. So the T & D., Jr., Enterprises, 


Success Story 


“Today the circuit operates be- 


tween 80 and 90 houses throughout 
the northern part of California, with 


Reno the only non-Californian town 
in the 


Ss 


By 


to 


hard work and 
business they've 


chain. 
trict attention 


carved out as successful a record as 


any outfit in the west, having pro- 


| 


moted themselves into a very favor- 


able 


situation in San Francisco it- 


self. Now the ‘»usiness is divided into 


t 


wo parts, one controlling our San 


Francisco houses and the other deal- 


i 


ng with our out-of-town spots. And 


do the two organizations battle? If 


you 
swear they 


didn’t know different you'd 


were bitter enemies, out | 


to cut each other's throat. Of course, 
this rivalry is all to the good. Keeps | 
us on our toes.” 


Still Better Biz Than 1940 


Stainton continued: 

“At the moment the out-of-town 
theatres have it all over San Fran- 
cisco. You see, business on Market 
treet is off 40% from wartime peaks, 
whereas the drop elsewhere aver- 
ages only about 20% off. 
ly, there are two schools of thought 
Some of 


Incidental- 


here our executives are 
convinced the bubble will burst at 
any moment, and the bottom drop 


out of everything. Others, and I am 
one of them, believe the tapering 
off process will be gradual, and 
when rock bottom is finally reached 


business will still be better than it 
was in 1940, 

(Stainton’s saying Market street 
houses are off 40° from wartime 


peaks is not to be interpreted as in- 
cluding San Francisco as a whole. 
Statement refers only to those thea- 
tres that were doing capacity biz 
right around the clock when the 
embarkation port was jammed with 
troops bound for the Far East.) 
“Although I’m not as old as some 
of the exhibitors you've quoted in 
vour Variety articles I am_ old 
enough to remember 1929, and _ the 
effect of the Wall street crash on 
San Francisco, Naturally, our stock 


exchange went to pieces, and there | 


were a few pauperized millionaires 
who jumped off skyscrapers in the 
financial district. But for the ordi- 
nary working man, San Francisco 
was hardly touched by the panic. I 
know I could because 1 did 
toss up job after job, only to walk 
into other ones. It was not until 
1933 we began to feel the backwash 
the depression which had held 
te east in its grip for three years 

“Basing my opinion on that ex- 
perience I am convinced San Fran- 
cisco will go along on an even keel, 
no matter what happens in the rest 
of the country. Anyhow, we don't 
scare easily. 


of 


;} current 


' 


think it is going to be all to the good 
so far as exhibitors are concerned, | 


eho ally, has picked up a number of 
but not so good for the distributors. | non-theatrical accounts, including a 
Circuits like ours know almost to a | hotel chain, liquor account and} 
penny what any given house will | Friedlander Products. fashion ac- 
take with any given picture. So | count. 
we'll know almost exactly how] Agency's main h.qg. is at the War- 
much we can afford to bid for each | wick hotel. where it will sojourn | 
picture; If some inexperienced new- until May 1 when it, along with U, 
comer outbids us—well, we've built | moves into the new Tishman bldg. | 
up a big backlog of product, and on Park Ave. Company really start- 
well play something else. An even | ed rolling in past two weeks when 
greater advantage for us in this idea | some $320,000 in mag ads _ for 
of buying singly—as against buying | “Wicked Lady” and “Scheherezade” 
blocks of five—will be our getting | were placed. Greenthal will head 


for each of our houses the type pic- 
ture which does best in that house. 

“As an example, take English pic- 
tures. In our San Francisco theatres | 
the new Rank offerings will do very | 
well, but in most of our out-of-town 
houses any English picture is poison. | 
The one exception to this is our one 
house in Carmel. There a western, 
however good, will hardly fill the 
back rows. An English picture will 
draw capacity business in Carmel 
Under the new setup we can buy 
for this screwy community of long- 
haired artists, whereas until now 
they've had to take run-of-the-mill 
product. 


} 


‘English Pix Sudden Death’ 

“Incidentally, our chief booker, 
Fred J. Dixon, rates English pictures 
sudden death, his attitude being 
easily understandable. As he sees it 
Hollywood product is bad 
enough without somebody wishing 
even worse British product on him 


as 


“As for boosting admission prices ' 


still further we fervently hope it will 
not become necessary. It’s true 
we've not heard of one instance of a 
patron squawking over increases al- 
ready made, but there have been 
plenty of howls from our local man- 


agers. Every time a raise is even 
discussed our managers beg us not 
to make their situation impossible 


“As far as bidding is concerned, I But increased operating costs have 


5-YR.-OLD CLIFFHANGER 


Serial films are the latest to join 
the reissue’ ranks, 
breaks precedent 


as 


next week to 


bring out, for the second time, a five- 


year-old chapter production called 
“Jungle God.” Up to this time, only 


features have hit the reissue market 


and so far they have found a ready | 


“Rage in 
playing a first 


with 
currently 


audience, 
Heaven,” 


one, 


|run Broadway house. 


Serial production is a 52-week-a- 
vear job, and the releasing schedule 


for each chapter has _ practically 
caught up with the production 
schedule, which means that within 


two or three davs after a segment 1s 


finished it goes out to the theatres. 
With production stoppages a con- 
stant threat, Rep sales people feel 


that, for the present, reissue serials 
are a much safer bet than 
new production, which might easily 
be stopped around the 
fifth chapter, exhibitor 
well his hanging 
the cliffs. 


release 


somewhere 
the 
both 


leaving 


as as payees 


on 


Greenthal’s Ad Agency’s 
Non-Theatrical Accounts 


With a month’s operations under 
its belt, Monroe Greenthal Co., 
latest of the pic-ad agencies, has 
currently taken on a staff of eight 
department toppers. Agency tied to 
Universal on an exclusive basis is 


handling both-U and J. Arthur Rank 


| ad-placing and that of U's showcase | 
| Winter Garden. Greenthal, addition- 


for the Coast late this month to set 
up Offices there. 
Current personnel 


consists” of 


Anthony Gablick, art director; Peter | 


Republic | 


State Dept. to Drive for Better Film — 
With 18 Foreign Countries 


+ Easing of quotas and rest) 


; Iclions 
on American pix in 18 countries. jn. 


cluding such important film markets 


as the United Kingdom. France 
Russia, China and Brazil. y we 
pushed by the State Dept €L0< 
tiations for reciprocal trade pa, tC 
be launched in April, '47. Govern. 
ment action, disclosed ove; e 
weekend, is described as ihe first 
major postwar step to erase de 
barriers between members of he 
United Nations In seeking level- 
ing of restrictions, case of A erican 
films will be taken up, State Dept 
said. 

U.S. industries wil] present their 


views plus information on 


Qua l a- 
tive restrictions at heari: oe set te 
{Start Jan. 13 in Washineto F) 
industry, along with others 1] 
have an opportunity of expressing 
opinion on what concessions should 
be sought, W nthrop Brow hief 
of Division of Commerci: Po) 
said in explaining State Dept ove. 
All countries listed but Russia 
have already officially advised the 
U.S. Government that they will en- 
ter negotiations, Brown said In- 
cluded in these besides the Big Four 
and Brazil are Australia, Belgium, 


Canada, Chile, Cuba, Czechoslovakia. 
India, Lebanon, Luxembourg, New 
Zealand, Netherland, Norway, and 
South Africa. 

Foreign film positives. “imported 
in any form, for use in any wav in 


connection with moving picture ex- 
| hibits” 


is an item in the table ef 
goods subject to tariff concessions by 
the U.S. in dickering with the 18 
countries. While no duties are im- 
posed currently on foreign pix, 
Brown said, they are part of the 


table as merchandise which could be 
“bound to our free list” in return 
| for concessions by foreign countries. 

Present barriers enforced by many 
of the countries now singled eut by 
the State Dept. for reciprocal trade 
|dickerings are blocking profitable 
business operations by American 
film companies. Toughest is that of 


Russia, where few Yank pix pene- 
trate during course of year. UK has 
playing time quotas: France has im- 
,; posed not only quotas but also cur- 


rency restrictions; Czechs and Dutch 
have state dominated film industries. 
Brazil has imposed duties on prints 
while China has tight limitations on 
amount of coin which can 
tracted from the country 


be ex- 


E-L Dickers Lawrence 
For ‘Stranger’ Remake 


In line with Eagle-Lion’s policy 
of corraling important players, com- 
pany is currently dickering with 
Gertrude Lawrence for the starring 
role in a remake of Frank Vosper's 
best-seller, “Love from a Stranger,” 
Irving Lazar, company’s pro- 
duction chief, said before planing 
back to the Coast Saturday (9). 
Lazar, in a short New York visit, 
inked Richard Basehart, star of last 
season's Russell Crouse - Howard 
Lindsay show, “The Hasty Heart,” to 
| a two-pic deal with options. 


asst 


“Love from a Stranger” will go 
before the cameras next summer, 
| Lazar said. Film was. originally 


made in England with Ann Harding 
|'and Basil Rathbone. starrers, and 
released in the U. S. by United Art- 
ists in 1937. 


—-_ 


Gondell, assoc. art director: Leon 
Epstein, auditing and accounting; | 
Natalie Arlaus. space and media 


buyer: Henry Kies, production mgr; | 


Norma Newhaus, asst production 
mgr: Ted Suski, radio: and Frances 


Cecala .ass't to Greenthal. 


to be taken into consideration, and 
they are still on the upgrade. 
“Apparently, from remarks made 
by exhibitors you've already talked 
to, the big majority take a thumbe- 
| down attitude as regards English pic- 
tures 
Il don't like ‘em myself. I make a 
point of seeing as many as I can, so 
it isn't a case of snap judgment. All 
the same I am fully awake to the 
| fact they are liked by the patrons of 
our house in the center of San Fran- 


I can understand this because | 


Louis Hayward Squawks 
Over His Frisco Billing 


United Artists was threatened with 
a suit last week on behalf of Louls 
Hayward because of the billing given 


the player in “Young Widow” at the 
United Artists theatre. San Francis- 
co. A. & S. Lyons agency, which 


reps Hayward, squawked because he 
was billed below the picture's title 
; instead of above it and his name was 
spelled “Haywortn.” 

UA replied that it had nothing te 
'do with the whole affair, sinve the 
|house is owned by Joe Blumenfield, 
despite its name. Distrib claims 't 
‘provided the theatre with a billing 
| sheet which was in compliance with 
Hay ward's contract with Hunt Strem- 


cisco’s class residential district—the | berg, producer of the film 

Vogue theatre at Sacramento and! Pre ae te 

| Presidio, a 375-seater. English pic- | ; 
tures have played to nie Coninen ‘Secret Garden’ for Maggs! 
there. ‘The 7th Veil’ gid sensational | Hollywood, Nev. 12 

' business, and tomorrow ‘Madonna of Margaret O’Brien will coste! with 
| the 7 Moons’ opens to what will un- ,Claude Jarman, Jr., in film versie? 
| doubtedly be a big week. With the of Frances Hodgson Burnett's “The 
;patrons of this house James Mason S<cret Garden.” 

lis hot hotter than any current Childhood classic is to be pre 
Hollywood star.” jduced directed by Clarence Brow? 
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Charges U. S. Filmers Shortsightedly TW ha VOI UME Costumers Bolt IATSE While CSU's 


Glutting European Market With Pix HYP 


film companies are be- % 


American 
extremely 
, Europe with so much 
H i ry Kosiner, sales rep for Edward 
. declared on his | 


shortsighted in flood- | 
product, 


Small Productions, 








Wall St. Bally 


Wall Street 


Something new in 


promotion cropped up near the 








DART 


The number of foreign picture 
imported into the U. S. for 
tion here in the first 


/ 


1ustriou- 
six months this 


SES Gauntlet to Producers Sets Back 


H'wood Labor Peace Still Further 





Hollywood, Nov. 12 


year was almost twice the number . 
-eturn to New York last week from Times Square district the past | imported in 1945. according to statis- P ° . 9 Bombshell bolting of the Motion 
, seven-weeks tour of England and week when the New York Stock | tics revealed hy the U S. Denart- Who Said a Dog 5 Life? Picture Costumers, Local 705, from 
the Continent. U. S. distribs, by Exchange firm of Newburger, | ment of Commerce Lost in the re- Hollywood, Nov. 12 | the International Alliance of Thea- 
their policy of pumping so many Loeb & Co. installed a window | ports of major distributors trying to Newest studio union is that of trical Stage Employees, as well as 
films into a market desperately blackboard of stock prices in its regain foreign markets are the large- the Animal Trainers & Handlers | the Conference of Studio Unions’ 
lacking in theatres, are creating a branch on 7th Avenue and 38th scale inroads of foreign pix on Union, awarded a charter by the virtual declaration of war against 
riage of playing time and a log- | Street. American screens which points to AFL and accepted as Local the producers have pushed Holly- 
iam of pictures that is much worse | 3lackboard gives the latest a ER regaining their pre- 24096 by the Los Angeles Cen- wood labor peace farther into limbo 
ven than the one prevailing in this |} quotations on a selected group wal popularity in thi ountry tral Labor Council jt in in previous week 
| Kosiner saia | yf shares and its debut attracted Commerce Denartment figures A.T.H.U will open negotiat ons | rhe cost ners executl\ DOal et 
In addition, he asserted, the dis- considerable attention from the show that major and indie distribs with producers on wage scale a deadline of Thursday midnight 
| tribs are creating ill-will for them- | garment center crowds, which is in the first six months this year im- working conditions and a con- (14) for consummation of contract 
selves and for the U. S. in general | more or less noted for playing ported 50 foreign films. Only 15 tract following election of its of- negotiations with the producers, re<- 
. by endeavoring through the glut of | the market | were British, most of which were ficers on Nov. 25. a oe stand taken last Wed- 
: flms to take more dollar exchange | — — distributed domestically by United | peas Nig “ Wer ogee ry set evel 
5 out of the European countries than | Artists and Universal, through their . ‘ ca agcteateda a — to set a oti e 
; they can afford. They are in such nd |deals with J. Arthur Rank. Total eran = a ‘ru ote ahr _ 
disastrous shape econ reg in- | n les ant number imported in 1945 was 27, pera IC IC atagrn perenne ly ay aa ed 
, r it i i . : fosiner ; ‘ : ; j é ne execu > ( S unanimous 
/ eran Ge tek Oak Far gic oa Growing p pul ery of the eee vote to “immediately notify the pro- 
a mene be cia ina ake | ‘ 9 |} made product in this country, evi-| ducers and our international offi- 
with the quantity of coin I denced by the fact that “Open City, cers that after idnigh I 
tures that the American companies | | 9 , ,; Seeeaa C f Cav ee ee ee Mov. 36, 
d Pe 22 ar a e a es an Italian-made picture, is now in 1946. mémbers of this union would 
. ae i is inoutiaiine its 10th month at the World, N Y., | no longer report for work without 
: oats ge onan > eee tabhiaien joa Numbet ff United Artists’ indie | 245 resulted inar wig reed distribs There cone to be a trend towards! the existence of a signed contract 
) U.S. pix, both through a clamp- producers, whose product ordinarily | 89!"8_to Europe — suitable prod- filming stories of the opera or its | covering wages and hours and ac- 
¥ cS aie bias ieee aaa ae | Stas pes civenit. none uct Industry observers predict the | personalities. ] ceptable to its duly elected officers 
8 we eA a nérie which still hav 2 squawked to the distributing com- importations during the second half An Opera Film Co. was formed |and membership.’ 
a ree ngeionn « ciniahiinia sie “ pet pany anent Loew’s routing of a re- | 0! 1946 will double that of the first in N. Y. last week to film operas| Steering committee has been ap- 
x, ano sreviliban a Pain screen | issue, “Rage in Heaven,” into the half, giving a total of nearly 150 pic-|in English and Italian. World Wide} pointed to handle any strike action 
e ' ante foe domestic aendienk He rec- | first-run Capitol, N. Y., and through tures, or more than half the number | Film Corp. of N. Y. has acquired} necessary under the decision, the 
€ vane that psig aro eompnenion the circuit while new UA pix are | °f American films to be distributed | several Italian-made pix for dis-j| union declares, because producers 
n et together to limit their releases | Caught in the current exhibition log- by the majors this year. tribution in the U. S., including delayed settling disputed contract 
- in those markets which are not be- | Jam. UA is understood to have made Amazing part of setup is that, | “Rossini,” biog of the composer, and | points and because International of- 
dl ing serviced py the Motion Picture | representations to Loew’s regarding aside from the British films and the “L’Elisir D’Amore,” based on the| ficers have failed to “obtain for us 
: Export Assn. MPEA acts as a dis-| the situation, with no evident results. small number of other foreign-pro- | Donizetti opera. a contract which would embody 
‘ tribution pool for major companies’ UA producers, as well as many duced pix imported by the majors The newly-formed Jesse Lasky |some semblance of fairness and a 
pix in 13 countries of Europe and | other trade observers, have been such as Metro, all of the imports will! Productions announced filming of|just return on labor expended.” 
Asi ; hunting “sinister motives” in Metro’s | £0 into the arty houses. Biz in those | “Caruso Sings Tonight,” biog of the |Costumers’ executive board charges 
. cll Huge Backlog | giving top playing time to “Rage” theatres hes boomed am Focems Years. famed Met tenor, Enrico Caruso, negotiating for 16 months, during 
s Backlog of films which were! while it itself has a big backlog of The first circuit for foreign pix, con-| based on the biog by his widow, which time it was forced three times 
te amassed during the war, when re-| new pictures. Spokesman for M-G | sisting of the 5th Avenue Playhouse,,; Dorothy Caruso. Federal Films ba shag Jay producer contract offers. 
lease in Europe was impossible, ac-| denied there was anything back of | the new Sixth Avenue theatre and (Boris Morros and William Le-|They said that the union had asked 
h counts for the number of pix now| the move other than just plain good | 55th Street Playhouse, recently was/| Baron), which recently finished International officers for permission 
rs going into the area. In Kosiner’s| business, dictated by Ingrid Berg- | set up am Ni. Fy with each foreign | “Carnegie Hall,” announced “Car- | to take a strike vote on three dif- 
. estimation, the distribs would do| man’s current marquee power and | film to be played in all three iaadll joonee From Kenosha” as its second | ferent occasions but were nixed. 
n much better by sending over fewer| popularity now of psychological | atres. ee —— production, with opuen already | —— greg eg hy eye 
“a films and milking more out of them, | mellers of the “Rage” type. Mctro| Three new indie distribs an- taken on services of Lily Pons and | to a a from the IATSE, similar to a 
rather than glutting the market and | feels pic was “five years ahead of its | nounced plans this week for import-| Ezio Pinza. | Film Technicians, Local 683, IATSE, 
competing so strongly for the limited | time” when originally released in |ing foreign product. Brandon Fiims Opera Film Co. has Alexander which ignored International instruc 
amount of playing time available. e+ ‘is bringing over a Czech-produced | Kipnis, Met basso, as prez. with, tions and voted to stay off the job = 
In order to realize a return on the} Metro pointed out that the Berg- (Continued on page 18) | (Continued on page 18) until own officers inked suitable pact 





francs which Small has blocked in | 














man-Charles Boyer starrer was 


given 27 test engagements through- 


























with producers. Action comes more 











4 4 
| be 
: or less as a surprise to the IATSE | § 
France, Kos , rchased rith : : : 3 
th a ay orgie . h “ out the country before the present Roy Brewer, IA international rep, ‘ 
ie rem a French film for release in hence : e stated Wednesday's (6 . 
North and South America. Pic is|4@te at the Capito’, N. Y.. was set B f Fk th L t po: Mapes Aa dwig e e a !. 
cy “Une Ami Viandre ce Soir” (“A and it was decided to run the picture rie - rom e O ~ meeting was a friendly one and the : 
m- Fri “- Pye | through the circuit. Although none sentiment was definitely against any 
riend Will Come Tonight”), a re- e : | progré f strik i 
ith sistance film made in 1945 by R of the test runs did sufficiently big program of strike action. 
ng Charbert. It will distrib ted } re | business to rate a holdover, grosses ' : . : ee : | Sorrell and Casey 
I's age caer be distributed he | were generally good, it was said. Hollywood, Nov. 12. — by "ae ae to| Herbert Sorrell, CSU prexy, who 
rn” fh y i ae Edgar Kennedy went before the — ide a Pink Horse,”| s:ked for immediate contract nego- ! 
om osiner also sold rights to five | /lenses at RKO in “Social Terrors,” based on a novel by Dorothy Hughes | tiations Nov. 5, received reply from ) 
ee Small reissues in Italy and seven in| JACKSON ANKLING U-I-: a two-reeler directed by Hal Yates |----Frank Hotaling assigned as art| pat Casey, producer labor head, that 
9). Belgium. He planed to the Coast ’ ‘and produced by George Bilson , ,. | director on “Wyoming” at Republic | the request was under consideration 
sit, Sunday (10) to report to Small on 0 0 Ransom Sherman drew a featured|-.--Arthur Marx doing the screen-| ang a definite answer would be made 
ast his European findings. DEANNA MAY F LL W role in “The Personal Touch” at |Play on “Blondie Sees Stars” at Co- | sttenitiein d e 16) 
ard Hollywood, Nov. 12. | Metro... Raul and Eva Reyes, cur- | “rag , ake Meee shifted its - we a ee 
to 25 PIX IN VARIO Felix Jackson, Universal-Interna- | rently working in eastern niteries, F oa ie i —_ "aan troupe to 
b) tional producer and husband of | Were inked for the filmusical, “Copa- | “one F ine ocation ned roundup se- KEENAN PROCEEDS T0 
* ; ae a cabana.” ... Steve Brodie drew a/|quences....Van Johnson and the 
£0 Deanna Durbin, has arranged a ° ee |“Romance of Rosy Ridge” 
eT, STAGES AT METRO termination of his contract and will | heavy role in RKO’s “Build My Gal-| nee back te the af we suetie SET UP ARBITRATION 
Jy . Setiewand + check out of the lot after editing | lows High,’ which moved into the | pe sagt bgp -u nite le rd ro m4 
ing Metr oly wood, Nov. 12. the recently filmed Durbin starrer, home studio after three weeks bie PF ve © — son In the rig Hollywood, Nov. 12 
and di etro announced a lineup of 25 | «11 Be Yours.” Understood his wife | location . . . Craig Stevens assigned | Sierras Mary Astor wound up _ 6 ome 
\rt- rectors currently working on aM} is also contemplating her departure |to a support role in “Night Unto her role in “Desert Fury” at Para-| Committee of AFL union repre- 


|sentatives met again yesterday with 


equal number of features in various | from the ! 
Joseph D. Keenan agreeing on addi- 


'Night” at Warners ... Billy De |mount and moved back to Metro, her 
St25es of production, in preparation 


studio. : ; 
ag Wolf: will do a burlesque on the | home lot, for “The Rich, Full Life” | 


As a writer Jackson handled two 


and in the editing rooms. 


Shooting are “Green Dolphin 


|Durbin starrers, “‘“Mad About Music” 


\ 
7 


ballet in “Variety Girl” at Para- 


.... Bernard Carr wound up filming 
Hal Roach’s “Who Killed Cock 


tional details for setting up arbitra- 
tion machinery. Committee resumes 














s " ” ; 4 é land “Three Smart Girls Grow Up.” mount ... Warners inkec Michael Bese : Peser’ : ! 
oe directed by Victor Saville:| a, 4 producer he made “Hers to, and Charles Cirillo, vaude troupers, Robin?” right on schedule. | Session tomorrow (is). Meanwhile 
ng Wi Happened in Brooklyn,” Richard | qold,” “His Butler’s Sister,” “Christ- | for minstrel show sequences in “My John Seitz inked as BER Comete- General Service Studio was hit by 
ith orf; “The Unfinished Dance,” | mas Holiday,” “Can't Help Singing” | Wild Irish Rose.” ... man on “Saigon,” to be directed by | jurisdictional strife when carpen- 
puis Henry Koster; “Romance of Rosy | d “Bec: se of Him.” . ‘ es. Leslie Fenton at Parariount .Fay |ters walked out and set up picket 
R * an ecause oO im Poodles Hanneford and his daugh ‘ : " 
ven idge,” Roy Rowland: “Undercover | Fig Seauiins ee ter Grace will head a troupe of cir Bainter checked in at Warners to lines after several of their number 
aes ; - a or Grace wi sad a troupe o1r- 4“ ” : 
the Maisie,” Harry Beaumont; “To Kiss | ’ . ead - crlaipet in the county fair | 5*#™* her role in “Deep Valley,’ a|were laid off and members of 
ie | > sy tne ( c 1: To . + 
\CiSs- ar to Keep,” Gregory La Cava, | H wood Stink Bombs nee hes sf the Paramount picture Henry Blanke production directed IATSE Set Erectors set to work on 
“ sequences ¢ 1e ara *e aS Se ae J ] t 5 « . 
hich and The Personal Touch,” Willis P ale of Noon.” Others recruited | 2% Jean Negulesco....Jeanette Mac-| Hunt Stromberg’s “personal col- 
ne Goldbeck. is Peeve . ; oe Donald faced the lenses at Metro af- umn.” 
Ready { : -_ . in e 0 a or rl e from the big top are Pat Moran, ter an absence of four years in “The , ; ; 
title — o start are ‘A Love Story,” | Buster Brody, Dave Kashner, Lock- “ ivy ; “n “ yu -_ aS The Film processing at Cinecolor was 
— Lif gnee Brown; “The Rich, Full | Hollywood, Nov. 12. | hart Martin and Gabriel Canzano | 7'CS ane ea sR amore Can-| completely halted when Film Tech- 
Bi €, Robert Z. Leonard; “The| Stink bombs were released in and his educated monkey, Jose- tor 1s making a short subject at RKO | nicians local put up picket lines. 
g to ae the Bees,” Fred Wilcox, | seven firstrun houses here at the phine... . for ea Pas ae righ yo a Union had been notified that the 
the ~— of the Thin Man,” Eddie | peak of Saturday night (8) business, Warners assigned its new con-|.p ba ina? "Wo: ORCC oy oO ann color lab would have to process film 
; . | betwee °¢ J “e ¢ 5 as5ts , achelor's ome as an . : : 
ield, gel | between 9 and 9:30. No refunds catian Aunan Meechend, to. ales the Lam _ yon on __ cast. in nN | for majors as current orders for in- 
a it - 1 early preparation are “Cass| were sought by patrons, although “ » Agnes Moc ad, tn Francisco to take a film role in the dies were completed. Pickets massed 
. ” ~ . | . 4% ; é r SitlO ( ne ‘ we) letective ic re “a : witty: 
ling imberlane, veorge Sidney: “The| many moved across aisles to other othe! woman, in Oppo ¥ next Philo Vance detective picture at Metro 30€ t iol 
; Hucksters,.” . tg - Lauren Bacall in “Dark Passage.” | at Ragle-I Patrici “We ~ |at Metro 300 strong but no violence 
with Pir Sters, George Sidney; “The)| seats to escape the stench. es asians ll ; the i at pagle-Lion. atricia Morison is | v4. reported and rains broke up 
om- en’ Vincente Minnelli: “The No clue was obtained as to the pte be “ sige in we ro heading for New York on comple- line due to heavy downpour 
mean’, Bandit,”- Laslo Benedek, and | guilty parties, but exhibitors be- tog» Si ue Rants acs an , rent p tion of her “Tarzan and the Hunt- piece Mtl Sia BO 
edeviled,” Charles David. lieved it stemmed from the labor |i" “The Woman in White... ress” role to start rehearsals for a 
; Editing are “This Time For|unrest pattern now existing in Seymour Nebenzal’s program goes stage musical, “Mirror in the Sky.” Lesser’s Hyman East 
ggi eeps,” Richard Thorpe; “A Woman | Hollywood. Concerted attacks dur-/ into high gear in January with two Dore Schary is returning to the Hollywood, Nov. 12 
12 x My Own,” George Cukor; “Sea of | ing the half hour are understood to high-budget pictures shooting simul- Vanguard banner, where he is un- olly woo , Nov. 12. 
with at Elia Kazan: “Summer Holi-| have ruled out the possibility of taneously. First to start will be der contract, after making four pic- Louis Hyman, .v.p. in charge of 
<jon aaa Rouben Mamoulian: “Begin- | young hoodlums. “Heaven Only Knows,” to be di- tures for RKO. During his loanout sales for Sol Lesser and Thalia 
“The a or the End,” Norman Taurog: Houses where bombs were rested by Al Rogell. Next will be period Schary has produced “The | Productions, heads east Thursday 
“yY Brother Talks to Horses,” Fred! dropped included Egyptian, Grau- “Atlantis.” starring Maria Montez Spiral Staircase,” “Till the End of | (14) with prints of “The Red House. 
pio- Roman: “Merton of the Movies,” | man’s Chinese, Pantages, Paramount Both pictures will be released | Time,” “The Bachelor and the Bobby He will start a pre-release cam- 
ow D. a Alton, and “The Arnelo Af-| Hollywood, Warners’ Hollywood, the through United Artists. Soxer” and “The Farmer's Daugh- | paign for film which goes out under 
air,” Arch Oboler. | Hollywood and Warners’ Wiltern. | Ben Hecht and Charles Lederer ter.” UA auspices in March. 
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L. A. Up; ‘Jolson’ Wow 706 in ? Spots; 
Margie’ Sock 786 in 4, Brennan’ 286, 
2: Gentleman’ Only IG for 3 Houses 





Los Angeles, Nov. 12 ¢ Saez 
With seven new bills and smart 
he liday weekend despite rain, biz is | B d ( 
on upbeat here in most fi struns roa Way rosses 
“Jolson Story.’ Playing only two —_ 


Estimated Total Grass 
This Week $788,000 
‘Based o 18 theatres) 
Total Gross Same W eek 
Last Week 


(Base ad on 17 


theatres, is heading for great $70.000 
ol better “Margie” is Sighting 
smooth $78,000 in four hx uses. “Un- 
cercurrent” teed off stri ngly yester- 
day (Mon.) in 
“Courage of Lassie’ 
of second week 
“Notorious Gentleman” ics 
pointing $29.000 in three locations 
“Brennan Girl” Shapes better with 
$28,000 in two houses “Bachelor's 
Daughters” looks to get $24.500 in 
four Small-seaters “Nobody Lives 


four spots, rey lacing 


after three day: $700,000 
heatres) 
a disap- 


lave Fancy 186, 
KC . Girls’ 7G 





Forever” heads fo) stout $54,000 in 
three Spot second week 
Estimates for This )y eek 


Belmont (FWC) (1,532: 50-$1) 


Ce rin of Lassie’ {M-G) (2d wh} : sas Citv. INOY 12 
(3 cays) Slight $i mm Last (M G) Theat e biz is a little brighter 
dull $5 100 ti, erro ~~ | than it’s been for several weeks 
opened Monday (11) though not startling. Leader is Mid- 
Severly Hills Music Hall (Blumen- land with “No Le ave, No Love.” | 
feld-G&S) (824: 65-$1) “Bache- Right behind is “Three Little Girls 
lor’s daughters” (UA). Slow $4,000 in Blue” in the three Fox-Midy est | 
Last week, “Mr. Ace” (UA) (3d wk), 


first-runs, 


only $2,200. Estimates for This Week 


p , ire (FWC) (1,518: 50- | a ‘ 4 , 
$1) hee be ” (90th) Esquire, Uptown. fairway (Fox- 
(m.o.). Okay $5,500. Last week, “3 | Midwest) (820. 2.043, 700; 45-65) 
preg spe! ja , ow oe Three Little Girls” (20th) Moder- | 
a Girls" (20th) (m.o.), slow $3,- j ate $17,000, and may hold. Last 
wile | week, ‘Killers’ (U). $14,000, which 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 50- 
$1) — “Margie” (20° 
Last week. “Clementine” 
wk), $8,600. 


Sto, 90 Nn was under hopes. 
> HOR) i | Midland (Loew's) (3.500: 45-65 )— 
- “| “No (M-G) and “So 


Leave” Dark | 


‘ * | Night” (Col) Fancy $18,000 and 

a oto sat» ia eon aae aa cinch holdover. Last week, “Mr. 
he) ee ves Foreve ; ,| Ace” (UA) and “Sing While You | 
\W k). Smart $22,000. Last we ek, hefty Dance” (Col). $13,000. 
$26,200. N 7 (Par; ) nt ) (1 900: 45- | 
Downtown Music Hall (Blumen- 65)—"Bie Slee ” (WB) (Od Ba 

feld) (872: 55-$1) — “Bachelor's S, . 5) 100 7 1 av h ld a0; a 
Daughters” (UA). Dull $12,000. Last | Sock $12000, and may hold again. | 

auenters = (83d. wk). | Last week, great $18,000. 

week, “Mr.- Ace (UA) (3d wk), 


a 00 Orpheum (RKO) (1,900: 45-65 )— 
ge Tec (1,538: 50-$1) — | “Sister Kenny” (RKO) and 
“Courage Lassie” (M:G) (2d WES | ste agen ‘oa ee 
days). Poor $3.400. Last week, thin Time” (RKO) aad “Criminal Court” 
— Gapereurem (M-G) in | (RKO) 2d wk). $9.000. 
wionday | ° } 


“Dick 
Moader- | 


| Tower (Fox Joffee) (2.100: 39-60) 
El Rey (FWC) (86,: 90-$1) —j| , i seebhint rohit 
“Notorious Gentleman’ | (U) Okay | > o— Bowe i pve . and vt 
~ ae ‘nek “Thr il] Br zi)” | Va ey Se sCM ade _ (20t 1) (reissues). 
‘on “ wee > " Ni ht” (Ce 1) | Looks good for $7.000. below aver- 
(Co anc SO a Nign ‘) 


) 97 100 ; age. Last week “Bedside Manner” 
a 9 Sy (900: 50-85)— | (UA) and “Singing on Trail” (Co] ), 


“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue) | *)-000. 


(3d wk). Steady $6,500. Last week, es ee | 
fine $8,100. 1¢ FR b a) ‘ * 9 

Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“Dark | ‘Mirror’ 16G, Margie | 
Mirror” (U). Smash $11.000. Last m= = 
week, “Killers” (U) (4th wk-5 days), 15G, Both Big In Balto 
$2.100. Baltimore, Nov. 12. 

Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; Business here continues just fair | 
50-$1) — “Bachelor's Daughters” | with some lift via “The Dark Mirror” | 


(UA). Only $4,500. Last week, “Mr. 
Ace” (UA) (3d wk). scant $2.300. 


at Keith’s and “Margie” at the New 
Estimates for This Week 





Hollywood (WRB) (2,756: 50-$1)— ‘ent ( eS (3.00u: Gl 
“Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) (2d hae yy ttre ea pa 
Wk). Near $17,000. Last week, issue). Drawing well at $17,000. | 
Sturdy $22,900. ‘ Last week, second of “No Leave” 

Hollywood Music Hall (Blumen- (M-G), held nicely at $13,300 
feld) (475; 50-85) ; . Bachelor's Hippodrome (Rappaport ) (2.240: 
Daughters ele 9 ae wns | 20-70)—“Thrill of Boobs (Col) plus | 
33.406 Mr. Ace (se ‘| vaude headed by Roddy McDowall. | 

i iia un. Neat $15.000. Last week, “Crack- | 

Iris FWC) (828; 50-85 )— Dark | Up” (RKO) plus vaude, $13,300. 
Mirror” (U). Great $11,000 Last | 


week, “Killers” (U) (4th wk-5 davs) | _. Keith’s (Schanberger ) (2,460: 20- | 


- | 60)—“Dark Mirror” (U) (24 wk). | 
ag ‘Siate (Loew-WC) (2.404: 50- | Starts second round today (Tues. ) | 
$1)—“Margie” (20th). Hefty $30000. mee SWE ee = eral o | 
Last week. “Clementine” (20th) (3d | $13.700 F 7 — ’ 
wk), $14,900. “tet 


Mayfair (Hicks) (98 > 25-55) | 
= ie » “Always Loved You” (Rep) (4th | 

50-$1 )— Courage Lassie (M-G) (2d : : ; 

wk-3 days). Only $7,100. Last week, | wk). Still eung strong at $5,000 | 


mild $21,200. “Undercurrent” (M-G) | @fter a fine $5,800 last week. | 


Los Angeles (D’town-WC ) 3.097: 


| New (Mechanic) 1.800: 20-60 )— 
opened Monday (11). | « vie” ‘ 
Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 50-$1)—| “Margie” (20th) (2a wk). 


pe , second week today (Tues.) after a 
“Margie” (20th). Bright $12.000. Last | S©con - : Fad 
week, “Clementine” (20th) (3d wk). | ne a - $15,000. Last week, 
okay $5.100. | a os Clementine (20th) (2d 

Million Dollar (2.420; | en ev. 00 wie — 
55-85) — “Spook (Mono) Stanley (WB) (3.280; 25-74)— 
with Count stage. | Kings Row” (WB) (reissue). Not 
Stout $29 000 “Below | faring too well at $10,000. Last week, 


Starts | 
| 





‘D'town) 

Busters” 

Basie orch on 
Last week, 


Mh ger , | 1 of “Martha Ivers” (Par). | 
Deadline” (Mono) with Sally Rand | S€conc } ‘| 
on stage, neat $23.10. | fancy $11,200. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2.210: 55- | Sacer 
$1) — “Notorious Gentleman” (¥U)| 
and “Great to Be Young” (Col).| “Dark Mirror” (U) Stout $9,000. 
Okay $15.000. Last week, “Thril] Last week, “Killers” (U) (4th wk-5 | 


Brazil” (Col) and “So Dark Night” | days), $2,100. 


(Col) (10 days). light $17.000 | United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: | 

Pantages (Pan) (2812: 50-$1)_| 90-$1)—“Dark Mirror” (U). Sight. | 
“Jolson Story” (Co]) Socko $35.- ing record $28,000. Last week, “Kill- | 
000. Last week. “Lady Luck” (RKO) lers” (U) (4th wk-5 days). smart 
and “Crack-Up” (RKO) (2d wk), $8,400. 
fair $9,400. | Uptown (FWC) Ci71%: $002)... | 


Paramount (F&\) (3.398: 50-¢1 )— “Margie” (20th). Hefty $15,000. Last | 
“Brennen Girl” ‘Rep) and “Maenj- week, “Clementine” (20th) (3d wk). | 
ficent Rogue” (R, p) Fair $18.000. | slow $4,500. 

Last week. “Rendezvous With Annie”’| Vocue (FWC) (885: 50-85 )—“No-’ | 
‘Rep) sand “Crrrol] Sketchbook” | torious Gentleman” (U). Good $7,000 
(Rep). thin $12.500. Last week, “Thril] Brazil” (Col) and | 


Par2mount Hollywood (F§ M) (1.-; “So Dark Night” (Col) (10 days), | 
451: 50-$1) “Brennan Gir]” (Rep) | $7.500. | 
and “Maenificent Rogue” (Rep) Wilshire (FWC) (2.296; 50-$1)— 
Near $10000. Last week. “Rendez- | “Courage Lassie” (M-G) (2d wk-3 
vous Annie” (Ren) and “Sketch- | days). Slow $2,500. Last week. 


book” (Revo). $8,200. 
RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (9 890: 50- 


weak $6.600. “Undercurrent” (M-G) ! 
opered Monday (11) 


80 )—“‘Jolson Story” /Col) Socko Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 50-$1)—“No. 
$35.000 Last week. “Lady Luck” | body Lives Forever” (WB) (2d wk). 
(RKO) and “Crack-Up” (RKO) (2d | Neat $15.000. Last week. nifty $19.- 


wk). oke $14.100 100, but below hopes 


Ritz (FWC) (1.370: 50-$1 )—““Dark Laurel (Rosener) (835: $1.80-$2.40) | 
Mirror” (U). Big $16,000. Last | ~——“Henry V” (UA) (22d wk). Final 


xood $5,200. up with $2.500 after about $3.000 last | 


week “Killers” (U) (4th wk-5 I week of long roadshow run pulling | 
Studio City (FWC) (880: 50-$1)—- ‘ frame. 





| \-eek, 


ico” 
i third downtown week. 


| 40-70) 


‘LOVED YOU’-VAUDE 
WOW $32,000, D. C. 


Washington, Nov. 12 
Town is definitely looking up this 
week, with Armistice Day 
lypoing grosses all along the. line 


} 
‘Henry V,”" 
I 


holiday 


ittle theatre last nursday (7). has 
an advance of $29,000 for this smal 

eater In the big houses “I've Al 
Ways Loved You with vaude at 


vs Capitol, stands out. due to 


fine bally and will get a holdover, 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (34 34; 44-80) 

Always Loved You (Rep) with 
vaude Sock $32,000, best in many 
weeks. Last week, “My Ace” (UA) 


plus vaude, $24,000. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,263: 44-70) 
‘Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue) 
(m.o.) Nice $7,500 for third down- 
town week. Last week, “3 Little 
Girls” (20th) (24 run), $8,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,154: 44-85) “De- 
ception” (WB). Fine $25,000. Last 
week, “Nobody Lives Forever” 
(WB), below expectatior at $19.- 
000 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,838: 44-80) 
‘White Tie and Tails” (U). Neat 
$14,000. Last week “Lady Luck” 
(RKO), $15,000. 

Little (Miller) (285; $1.20-$2.40 )- 


“Henry V” (UA). Capacity at $6.500. 
House sold out first five weeks. Last 
week, second-run. 


Metropolitan (WR) (1,513: 44-70) 

“Martha Ivers” (Par) (2d run). 
| Satisfactory $7,500. Last week. 
“Cloak and Dagger” (WB) (2nd 
run), okay $7,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,370: 44-70) — 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (2d 
wk). Good $21,000. Last wee k, 


husky $29,000. 


St! Louis Much Better: 
‘Mast’ Terrif at $27,000, 
‘Tails’ 186; ‘Leave’ 176, 2d 


St. Louis, Nov. 12. 
After several] weeks of below aver- 
age biz, the big houses are on up- 
ward trend this session. “Two Years 
Before the Mast,” running solo, is 
great at the Ambassador and leader 
this week. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) 
-“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) 
Great $27,000. Last week, “Sister 
Kenny” (RKO) and “Rolling Home” 
(SG), $16,500. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75) “White 
Tie and Tails” «U) and “Wanted for 


(3,000; 50-75) 


Murder” (20th). Neat $18,000. Last 
week, “Never Say Goodbye” (WB) 
and “Invisible Informer” (Rep), 


$19,500, 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)—“No 
Leave” (M-G) and “Shadowed” (Col) 
(2d wk). Neat $17,000 after big $23,- 
000 first stanza. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Deception” (WB) and “Time of 
Their Lives” (U) (2d run) (3 days) 
split with “Time of Lives” (U) and 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB) (m.o.) 
(4 days). Nice $15,000. Last week, 
“Deception” (WB) and “Little Miss 
Big” (U) (mo.), $11,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,000: 50-75)— 
“Westerner” (FC) and “Bohemian 
Girl” (FC) (reissues). Fine $16,000. 
Last week, “Rage in Heaven” (M-G) 
(reissue) and “Freddie Steps Out” 


| (Mono) (m.o.), $6,500. 


St. Louis (F&M) (4.000: 50-60) — 
“Notorious” (RKO) (5th wk). Good 
$6,500 after big $8,000 in fourth ses- 
sion, 


Forever’ $18,000, Buff.; 
‘Jolson’ Wham 246, 2d 


Buffalo, Nov. 12. 
City is flooded with holdovers this 
week, and several are strong, es- 
pecially “Jolson Story.” Top new- 

comer is “Nobody Lives Forever.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) — 
“Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) and 
“Little Iodine” (UA). Lively $18,000. 








Last week, “Cockeyed Miracle” (M- | 


G) and Frankie Carle orch on stage, 
lofty $30,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 40-79) 
—"“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) 
(2d wk). Virile $17,000 or over. Last 


| week, towering $27,000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 
“Boys’ Ranch” (M-G) 
Triangle” (20th Re 
“Gallant 


40-70) ~ 
and “Strange 
Good $8.500. Last 
Bess” (M-G) and 
“Unknown” (Col) (m.o.), oke $7,500 
Lafayette (Basil) (3.300: 40-70) 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (2d wk). Hot- 
test thing jin town, being still big 


at $24,000 after last week's record 
$28,000. 
Teck (Shea) (1.490: 40-70) “Sun 


| Valley Serenade” (20th) and “Bow. 


ery” (20th) ‘reissues). Fairish 
$5,000. Last week, “Holiday in Mex- 
(M-G) (m.o.), about same for 


20th Century (20th) Ceit.) (3,000: 
“Crack-Up” (RKO) and 
“Bedlam” (RKO). About $13,000 in 
Sight. Last week, “Always Loved 
You” (Rep), Satisfactory $14,000. 







Which opened at the | 
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Pitt Perks: Forever’ Solid $24,000, 
‘Shoulder’ Tall 166, Passage’ 96. 3g 





Key City Grosses 





| Fairly good 
| tice Day (Mon.) is helping ( 


Piitsburgh. Nov 


12 


weekend and Armis- 
70lden 


| Triangle to rousing session. o, ly 
Estimated Fotal Gross ‘wo new films ee, Angel On 
This Week $3,439,000 My Shoulder” at Hal riS and N« DOdY 
(Based on 23 cities. 201 thea- Lives Forever” at Stanley. Both Jo a 
tres chiefly first runs, including strong, Among the holdovers “Cane 
N Y.) yon Passage,” jn third week at Ful. 
Total Gress Same Week ron, is holding up the bec May 
Last Year ++... $3,711,100 =| hold again, : 
(Based on 19 cities. 167 theatres) Estimates for This Week 
———— ——————S=== Fulton (Shea) (1 700; 40-79) 
“Canyon Passage” (U) (3d wk) 
+ e 9 | Holding Up Nicely at $9,000 excep- 
ar e err] tional for third week. Looks sure to 
stick again. Last week. big $12,000. 
Harris (Harris) (2,200: 40-70). 
| - | “Angel On Shoulder” (UA) Got 
away fast and looks big $16,000 
$9? In M Is Last week, “3 Little Giri.” (20th ) 
3 ® | (3d wk), in 3 days did almost $3,C00. 
| Penn (Loew’'s-UA ) (3,300; 40-70 )— 
Minneapolis Nov. 12. “Holiday in Mexico” «(M G) (2d wk 
Film theatres apparently failed to Getting £00d word-of mouth and 
| benefit from the weekend transients heading for Strong $19,000 Last 
who helped to swell the crowd at the | week, $24 000. 
Minnesota-Purdue homecoming foot- Ritz (WB) (800: 40-70) Make 
ball game. Most showhouses are off | Mine Music” (RKO) (mo) Very 
to a slow start. Again holdovers pre- | good $4,000. Last week, “Mr. Ace 
dominate. the only important new-| (UA) (m.o.). Stout $3,500. 
comer being “Margie.” This one is| Senater (Harris) (1,750; 40-70) 
The lone other | “3 Little Girls” (20th) (mo ) Here 


Majo. | after 


Starter is “Lady Luck.” 


com at Radio City, 
Estimates for This Week 
| 
} 


17 days ai Harris, stout $4,000. 


Last week, “Stella Dallas” (SG 


) and 


Aster (Par) (900: 30-44) “Accom- | “Strike Me Pink” (SG) (reissues ), 
Plice” (PRC) and “Larceny in Heart” | $3.500. 
(PRC). Fair $1,800 in 5 days. Last Stanley (WB) (3.800: 40-70 )—«No- 
| week. “Spider Woman Strikes” (U)| body Lives Forever” (WB) Solid 
land “Crime Doctor's Hunt” (Col). | $24,000 or near. Last week. “Make 
$2,100 in 5 days Mine Music” (RKO). $16,500 

Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70) “De-|, Warmer (WB) (2,000; 40-70) 
ception” (WB) (m.o.). Satisfactory | “Kings Row” (WB) and “Wild Bill] 
| $6.500 Last week, “Three Little | Hickock Rides” (WB) (reissues ). 
Girls” (20th) (2d wk), $6.000. Fine $10,000 looked for. Last week. 

Gopher (Par) (1,600: 50-70) Cloak and Dagger” (WR) (move- 


“Death Valley” (FC). Moderate $3,- 
000. Last week. “Sun Valley Sere- 
nade” (20th) (reissue). fair $3,500. 

Lyric (Par) (1,100: 50-70) “Three 
| Little Girls” (20th) (m.o.). Third 
| week downtown, fair $5,000. Last 
| week. “Always Loved You” (Rep) 
| (2d wk), good $5.500, making $14.006 | 
lfor loop fortnight 


“Deception” (WB). good $14,000. 
RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 


“Claudia and David” 
nabe showing. Neat 
week, “Martha Ivers” 


(20th ). 
$4,000. 


First | 





i die), sad $1,000. 
! ne es 
| 


‘Hub on eeade ‘Mast’ 


“Mr. 


| N h t 396 M * 9 eae and “Decoy” (Mono), 
day-date with Denver, Webber. Big 
mas a , , : argie ' $6,000. Last week. “Mr. Ace” (UA) 
° “ and “Canadian Skies” (SG), only 
| High 306, Bess Big 44G $3.000. 
| Boston, Nov. 12, | Orpheum (RKO) (2.600: 35-74) — 
; ie eine ood iday_ in Mexico” (M-G) and 
Nice pick up this week with| ,7° _ si 
Armistice Day holiday responsible | oa ect pase (RKO). Big $19,500 
for added lift on what looks a little | OU, Do'ding. Last week, ‘Sister Ken- 
like the beginning of a comeback. pr 4 (RKO) and “Criminal Court 
On top by far are “Two Years Before | ‘RKO), fair $12,500. 


the Mast” at the Met and “Margie” 





g “ee s . . 
‘ * iy . s Home Sweet Homicide” (26th) and 
at the Memorial. “Gallant Bess” is | ,, ! Cia tn) an 
strong day-date at State and Or-| Secrets Sorority Gir] (PRC ). Thin 
pheum. “Killers” ranks as the best | $9,000 Last week, Suspense” 
holdover. | (Mono) and “Home jin Oklahoma 
Estimates for This Week (Rep), poor $7,000. od 

Mee (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— |, Rialto (Fox) (878: 35-74) — “Dar- 
“Killers” (U) Plus Three Stooges, | ling Clementine” (20th) and “High 
Hal LeRoy, Dolly Dawn. others. on | School Hero (Mono), after week 
Stage. Excellent $30,000 on sec- | at Denver, Esquire, Webber, _— 
ond week with one more to go. Last | din. Good $4,500. Last week, Ki 4 
week, with Barry Wood, Patsy Kel- Sona and “Miss Big” (U) (mo. , 
ly, others, $34,000, | $2,000. : ain 
| Esquire iM-P) (1.200; $2.40)—| ,,Webber (Fox) (750: 0) = 
|“Henry V” (UA). Remained at, Margie (20th ) and “Decoy 
| $4,000 on 33d week, phenomenal. | (Mono), also Denver, Esquire ~ 
after about same last week. / $6, or over. Last week, Mr. Ace 
j Fenway (M-P) (1,373: 40-80 )— | (UA) and “Canadian Skies” (SG), 
| “Cloak and Dagger” (WB) and “Roll- | $3,000. 
‘ing Home” (Indie) (2d wk).|__ iat cats — 
| Powerful $10,000 after $12,000 last} === 
| week. $29,000. Last week, “No Leave. No 
Ma jestic ‘Brand-Mage) (1,500: 40- 
80) “Sign Cross” (Par) and “Let's Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
Face It ‘Par) (reissues). Only |“Cloak and Dagger” (WB) 

Last week. “Kings Row” | “Rolling Home” (Indie) (2d 


(WB) and “Wild Bill Hickok” (WB) | 
{reissues ), $4,500 for se cond week. 


Memorial (RKO} 


| $4.000. 
| ‘2.900: 40-80 — | 
| alous” ‘U). Strong $30,000 in off- 000. 
|'N& with holiday takes great. Last 
; week, “Sister Kenny” (RKO) and 


over) rousing $9,500 


‘Margie’ Colossal 386, 


Denver; ‘Mexico’ 1936 


Denver, Ny \ 


| this stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 


Denham (C 
Last | “Beaucaire” 
(Par), $4,500. | $7,500. Last week, $8.000. 


| Skies” 
| fair $12,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74)“ 


Paramount (Fox) 


| State 
lor “Gallant Bess” 
“Margie” (20th) and “Slightly Scand- ' Doctor's Warning” (Col). Good $15.- 


“Killers” (U) (2d wk). Fine $9.000 | Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74) — 

after very big $13,500 first week. |“Mr. Ace” (UA) and “Canadian 
State (Par) (2.300: 50-70 )—*‘Dar- | Skies” (SG), after week at Denver, 

ling Clementine” (20th) (2d wk). | Esquire, Webber, Sad $4,000. Last 

Excellent $10,060 after smash $14.000 | week, “Darling Clementine” (20th) 

first week, | and “High School Hero” (Mone) 
Uptown (Par) (] 000: 50-55) — (m.0.), same. 


(Par) (4th wk) 


World (Par-Steffes) (350; 50-99 — | Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74) — 
“Sister Kenny” (RKO) (m.0.). Good | “Margie” (20th) and 
$2.500. Last week. “Waltz Time” (In- | (Mono), day-date with 


Ace” (UA) and 


Love” (M-G) $23,000 on second 


Fine $16,000 after big $18,000 first. 
40-80)— 


(Loew) (3,200: 


Last week, “No Leave. 


Love” (M-G) (2d wk). $11,000. 
Translux (Translux ) (900: 40-74)— 


Biggest thing in town at big $39,000. | House” (PRC) (reissue). $4,000 


1 “Criminal Court” (RKO). $22,000 | “Mysterious Dr. Valentine’ (Rep) 
| Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: 40-80) | and ‘Scream in Dark” (re ssue). 
-“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) | Near $16,000, nice. Last week, “Miss- 
}and “Genius At Work” ‘RKO). | ing Lady” (Mono) and “Terror 
| 
| Last week, “Big Sleep” (WB) and | 
“Down Missourj Way” 
wk), $25,000 |} and 
Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 40-80)— | Okay $7,000. 
| “Gallant Bess” (M-G) and “Crime (U) 





' Doctors Warning” (Co}). Very nice Night 


(PRC) (2d | 80)—“While Nero Fiddles” 


s” 


Tremont (Brand Mage) (1,500; 40- 


Music’ 
Last week, “Sal 
reissue) and “Thousand 
(Col), $5,000. 


“Forbidden 





ockrill) (1.750: 35-70)— 


“Decoy” 
Esquire, 
| Webber. Record $26,000. Last week, 
“Canadian 
(SG), also Esquire, Webber, 


(2,200: 35-74)— 


M-G) and “C 


i Indie) 
tIndie). 


12 


| Orpheum (RKO) (2,800: 50-70) “Margie,” uw hich brole opening 
i“Lady Luck” ‘RKO). Good $12,000. | 4@Y record, also will hit a new high 
|Last week “Sister Kenny” (RKO), a, weck at Denver. It also IS strong 
| good but a bit disappointing at $11.- i= the Esquire and Webber “Holiday 
000 in 6 davs. In Mexico _also is big at the Or- 
Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— |Pheum and ne holding. Despite heavy 
“Margie” (20th). Raves for this one, | SOW in Colorado, Freat crowds 
-| Looke terrif $22,000. Last week, | Armistice Day is helping all around 


Fair 


Mar- 











and 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 





) 





COO . 


Chi Slips; Kenny’ Only $20,000, But 
Deception’ 306, Mast’-Regan 656, 2d 


Chicago, Nov. 12. + 
aren't too hard of 
with most 





Empty seats 


Grosses Are Net 


: tres 

nd in Loop theatres, m 

i showing declines. Chicago | Film gross estimates, as re- 
; up well in second week with | , as re 

=— Before The Mast” and | ported herewith from the vari- 


“Two Years 
Phil Regan 
stout $65,000 
holding down 


ous key cities, are net, with- 
out the 20% tax Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 


heading stage layout at/| i.e. 
Batch of long-runs is | 


overall total. 





Two new entries, with “Sister percentage, hence the estimated 
Kenny,” at Palace, a ag figures are net income. 
$20,000 disappointing. 1e 0 es The parenthetic admission 


looks fine with $30,000 
at the State-Lake. “Dark Mirror, 
with $25,000 at Woods, and No 
Leave,” with $23,000 at United Ar- 
tists, look best of holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—“Big 
sleep” (WB) (4th wk). Steady $19,- 
900. Last week, $22,000. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95)— 
«Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (2d 
wk) plus Phil Regan heading stage 
pill. Tie-in with Regan and Herald- | 
American for high school amateurs | 


“Deception, prices, however, as indicated, in- 


clude the U. S. amusement tax. 








Margie Bangup 





Philadelphia, Nov. 12. 


proved an aid last week. This week, Armistice Day weekend, clear 
stout $65,000. Last week, big $74,- weather and good product ali are 


000 
Civic (Wildberg) (900; $1.10-$2.20) 


adding up to nice biz here this week. 





—“Henry V" (UA) (5th wk). Sound | “Margie” is providing high spot, 
$11.200. Last week, about same. | with “Canyon Passage” also doing 
rag ioe sory aan, tea — | nicely. Lena Horne stage show at 
ing Clementine ‘ C).) oe ; “Pp. Ni eke ‘+ etrh- 
Handsome $18,000. Last week, neat Earle with “Earl Carroll Sketch 
$22,000. book" also is big. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 65-95) Es“imates for This Week 
“Notorious” (RKO) (7th wk). Long Aldine (WB) (1.303: 50-94)—‘“Kid 
holdover still proving fruitful at| From Brooklyn” (RKO) (4th wk). 
$19,000. c week, fa tA “aaa Fair $10.000. Last week, okay $12,500 

Oriental ‘(Essaness (3. : 65-95) | Arcadia (Sablosky) (700: 50-94)— | 
—“Angel On Shoulder” (UA) and! “Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) (2d 
Joan Leslie in person heading stage! run). Nice $6,500 Last week, 
layout. eit a $40,000. Last week,| ‘“‘Martha Ivers” (Par), great $7,000 | 
strong $51.06 | second run. 

Palace (RKO) (2.500; 65-95)—| Boyd (WB) (2.350: 50-94)—“De- 
around $20.000, Last week, “Thieves | Gob. Last. week, sock $25,500) 
around $20, . Last week, leves q wast week, sock $25,500. 
Holiday” (UA) sad $14,000 for this| Earle “(WB) (2,760; 60-99 )—‘Earl 
film, orivinally released as “Scandal| Carroll Sketchbook” (Rep) with 
in Paris. : | stage show headed by Lena Horne. 
a Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 65-95)—| Looks hefty $32.500. Last - week. 
3 Little Gil ls (20th) (3d wk).| “Genius at Work” (Indie) and 
Averave $17,000. Last week, firm| Mickey Rooney unit snared huge 
$20.000 $35 000. 





' State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: eee | Fox (WB) (2.250: 50-94)—“‘Margie” 
Deception” (WB). Staunch $30,000. | (20th). Bangup $35,000. Last week, | 


Last week. “Anna” (20th) (5th wk), | “Clementine” (20th), pale $16,000 on 
mild $18,000 holdover. 


United Artists (B&K) 


; (1,700; 65- | Goldman (Goldman) (1,500: 50-94) | 
95)—“No Leave” (M-G) (2d wk).| —“Holiday’ in Mexico” (Par) (3d 
Sweet $23,000. Last week, sturdy| wk). Grind policy (8 a.m. to 3 a.m.) 
$27.000. | paying off here with oke $23,000. | 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 65-95)— | Last week. fine $28,000. 
“Dark Mirror” (U) (3d wk). Strong Kariton (Goldman) (1.000; 30-94) 
$25,000. Last week, big $29,000. —“Always Loved You” (Rep) (2d 
a anaes run). Holding up nicely despite 


long run at Aldine with $7.000. Last 
week. “Notorious” (RKO) (2d wk), 
trim $8.000 second run. 


Indols. Perking: 


“9 


‘Sleep’ 





Loud 176 Mirror’ H s Keith’s (Goldman) (2.200: 50-94) | 
—‘Gallant Journey” (20th) (2d 

? uge }run). Sad $3.500. Last week. “If | 
13G 1 ? Loft 166 I'm Lucky” (20th), $3,800 second 

’ eave y | run. | 
Indianapolis, Nov. 12. “a Mastbaum (WB) (4.350: 50-94 )— | 

Biz is on the brighter side this | “TW Years Before Mast” (Par) (2d 
stanza after last week’s dip. “The wk). Dipping to $34.000 but still | 
Big Sleep” is tops at the Indiana | potent. Last week, smash $53.000. | 
with “No Leave, No Love” at Loew's | .. 5t@nley (WB), (2.950: 50-94)— | 
a strong second. “Dark Mirror” | C2"yon Passage” (U). Great $27.- 
Zave the remodelled Keith's a brisk | 209 Plus okay $3.500 for Sabbath 


showing at Earle. Last week. “Night 
in Casablanca” (UA), mild $17.000 
with so-so $3,000 for Sunday Earle 


opening and looks likely to hold | 
over. “Black Beauty” at the Circle 
is just fair. 





stint 
_ Estimates for This Week ~ inal (WB) (1.475: 50-94)— 
Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 40-60) | “plack “Angel” (U) (Sd wk " Fair- 


—“Black Beauty” (20th) and “Home 
Sweet Homicide” 20th). Fairish 
$11,000. Last week, “Time of Lives” 
Hd and “Runaround” (U), oke $12,- 


ish $10,000. Last week, nice $13,000 


‘GIRLS’ SNAPPY 156, 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300: 40- 
60)—"Big Sleep” (WB). Big $17,000 o § ? ] 
Last week. “Claudia aor Davia” PROV; ANGEL 1336 
$13,000 and “Hot Cargo” (Par), nice Providence. Nov. 12. 
Keith's (Indie) (1.300: 40-60)— a State is on the high road 


“Dark Mirror” (U). “Rage in Heaven. Also on 


House reopened 


. ; the stout side are Majestic’s “Three 
on Saturday (9) with $5,200 in over Little Girls in Blue” tad RKO "Al. 
per aga _ May hit great $13,000. | bee's “Black Angel.” 

ll Estimates for This Week 
oy 7 Ss (Loew s) (2,450: 40-60) — Albee ( RKO ) (2.200: 44-65) 
st sone A. M-G). Dandy $16,000. | «Black Angel” (U) and “Lover 
“Shad eek. “Mr. Ace” (UA) and/ Come Back” (U). Fairly nice play 
acowed” (Col), fair $12,000. at $13,500. Last week. “Sister 


Lyric (Katz-Dolle) 


‘ (1,600: 40-60) 
—“Two Years 


Before Mast” (Par) 


Kenny” (RKO) and “Criminal Court” | 
(m.0.). Nice $5,500 in second week 


(RKO), strong $17,000. 





: Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1.400; 44-65) 
here. Last week, extra big $9,000. —“Cloak and Dagger” (WB) and “Is 
wr a Everybody Happy” (WB) (2d run). 
Be * 9 186 M ‘| Steady we Last eee. a 
Sweet Homicide” (20th) and “Blac 
alicaire 9 ont Beauty” (20th) (2d run), $5.200 
a Montreal, Nov. 12. Fav’s (Fay) (1.400; 44-65)—‘Roll 
t Beaucaire” at Loew's looks like | On Texas Moon” (Rep) and vaude. 
e big newcomer but “Canyon! Nice $7,500. Last week. “Slightly 
Passage” also is big. | Scandalous” (U) and vaude, $7,000. 
Estimates for This Week | Majestic (Fay) (2.200: 44-65)— 
Capitel (CT) (2,700; 35-63)—“Can-| “Three Little Girls” (20th) and 
yon Passage” (U). Oke $13,000. Last; “Man Rainbow Valley” (20th). 
week, “Heartbeat” (RKO), $12,000.| Snappy $15,000. Last week, “Cloak 
pimPerial (CT) (1,850; 30-50)—“So | and Dagger” (WB) and “Is Every- 
ate Night” (Col) and “Unknown” | body Happy” (WB). strong $18,000. 
. Moderate $4,500.. Last week,| Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100; 65- 
“Pp adow Of Woman” (WB) and / 88)—“Yank in London” (20th) and 
ersonality Kid” (Cal). $4,700. | vaude for four-day holiday stand 
* seed CT) (2,800: 35-67)— | Fairly good $7,000. House was dark 
faucaire” (Par). Great $18,000. last week. 
’ st week, “Anna” (20th) $16,000 for State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65)— 
ee s€ssion., |“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) and 
te alace (CT) (2.300: 35-63)—“Cen- | “Shadowed” (M-G). Nice $24,000 
atual Summer” (20th) (2d wk).| Last week, “No Leave, No Love” 
a $11,000 after sock $15,000) (M-G) (2d wk), fairish $17.500 
ye Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44-65) 
uy Titceess (CT) (2,300: 35-53)—| —‘“Plainsman” (Par) and “Jungle 
in Ranch” (M-G) and “Faithful | Princess” (Par) (reissues). Opened 
ashion” (M-G). Nice $8.500.| Monday. Last week. “Martha Ivers 


st week, “Lover 


Come Back” 
and “Danger 


(U)| (Par) (3d wk), oke $9,000 after hit- 
‘ ting $12,000 in second sesh. 


Woman” (U), $8,000. 





$35,000, Philly 


| “Holiday 


; Last 
| Riding 
| $20,000 


“Mr. Ace” 


Clementine” is producing . 


| $7,000 


|“Darling Clementine” 


' Secret” 


| “Bedlam” 


Orpheum, 


great 


and 


* $5) 


Miller 
week. 
and Orrin Tucker orch, big $20,000, 
and over hopes. 


| ‘TAILS’-KRUPA HEFTY. 


$28,000 TOPS CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Nov. 12. 

Exhibs here have a new alibi for 
wavering grosses, claiming that they 
are symptomatic of a budding buy- 
ers’ strike against uncontrolled 
prices on all products. That argu- 
ment is refuted in the case of Gene 
Krupa’s band and “White Tie and 
Tails,” which are giving the Palace 
a fairly good week. “Sister Kenny” 
also is going stronger than expected 
at the Hipp, but not displaying the 
power of “Two Years Before Mast” 
at State for second week 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 50-70)—‘‘Dar- 
ling Clementine” (20th) (2d wk). 
Still excellent at $10,000 after great 
$16,000 last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70) 
“Sister Kenny” (RKO). Satisfactory 
$16,000 but not enough to hold. Last 
week, “Killers” (U) (2d wk), great 
$15,400. 

Lake 
“Killers” 
Last 
(WB) 

Ohio 


(Warners) 
(U) (m.o.). Big at $4,500 
week, “Cloak and Dagger” 
(m.o.), bright $3,500. 
(Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70) 
in Mexico” (M-G) (m.o.). 
Solid $8,000. Last week, “Earl Car- 
roll Sketchbook” (Rep), over aver- 
age $5,800 

Palace (RKO) (3,300: 
“White Tie and Tails” 
Krupa 


(800; 


55-90) 
(U) plus Gene 
orch on stage. Nice $28,000. 
week, “If I'm Lucky” (20th) 
with Freddy Slack orch, Ella Mae 
Morse on stage, big $34,000. 
State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-70) 
“Two Years Before Mast” 
waves on second week 
following terrif 


at 


opener. 
Stillman (Loew’s) 
(UA). Good $16,000. Last 


week, “Holiday in Mexico” (M-G) 


(m.o.), great $11,000 for third down- 


town lap. 





olson’ Huge 306, Cincy; 
O’Connor-Ryan Up ‘Tails’ 
‘Clementine’ 136 


Wow 356, 
Cincinnati, Nov. 12. 


Sock biz on three new bills, two 
of them registering $30,000 or bet- 


| ter, dream stuff in Cincy, and above | 
|par returns on holdovers have down- 


town houses in holiday stride. “Jol- 
son Story” is jamming the Palace 


and approaching a house record de- 
spite the long running time. Town | 
topper currently is “White Tie and | 


Tails,’ with Donald O’Connor and 
Peggy Ryan on stage, for a season’s 
high at the Albee. “My Darling 


lush ses- 
the Grand. 


Estimates for This Week 


sion for 


Albee (RKO) (3,100: 55-95) — 
“White Tie and Tails’ (U) plus| 
Donald O'Connor, Peggy Ryan, 


others, on stage. Surprisingly strong 
following of the O’Connor-Ryan 
combo boosting to sensational $35,- 
000, season’s record. Last 
“Shadow of Woman” (WB) 
Louis Prima orch, sock $28,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-70) 
“No Leave” (M-G) (3d wk). Small 
after hefty $9,500 second 


round. 

Grand (RKO) (1.430; 55-70) — 
(20th). Big 
Holds. Last week, “Sister's 
(PRC), good $8,500. 

Lvrie (RKO) (1,400; 55-70)—“Lady 
Luck” (RKO) (m.o.). Fairish $5,000. 
Last week, “Swamp Fire” (Par) and 
(RKO), mild $4,500 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-70) — 
“Jolson Story” (Col). Atomic $30,000 
for town’s tallest film draw _ in 
months, film’s long running 
preventing a possible new high here. 
Holds, of course. Columbia fronted 
“Jolson Story” with most outstand- 
ing campaign waged in Cincy in 
years. Last week. “Lady Luck” 
(RKO), okay $13,000. 


$13,000. 


‘haat’ Benahe We 226 
In Omaha; ‘Killers’ 126 


Omaha, Nov. 12. 

Despite a raging snowstorm and 
strong winds on the two first days 
week, biz is zooming nicely. 
with “Rendezvous with 
Annie” plus Tex Beneke band, looks 
“The Killers” at the Para- 
mount also is smash 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis ‘RKO) (1,500: 16-65) — 
“Kid From Brooklyn” (RKO) (2d 
wk) and “Crime Doctor’s Manhunt” 
(Col) (2d wk). Fine $7,500. First 
week, strong $9,500 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65) 
‘8 Little Girls’ (29th) (m.o.) and 
“Shadows Over Chinatown” (Mono) 
(lst run). Lively $9,000. Last week. 
“Cloak and Dagger” (WB) (m.o.) 
“G. I. War Brides” (Rep) (Ist 
run), $8,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
“Rendez-vous with Annie” 
and Tex Beneke and Glenn 
orch. Great $22,000 Last 
“Faithful in Fashion” (M-G) 


this 


(Rep) 


Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 16 
65) “The Killers’ (U). Smash 
$12,000. Last week, “3 Little Girls” 


(20th), $10,090. 


55-70) — | 


(Par). 
$31,000 
(2,700; 55-70)— 


week, | 
and | 


time | 


$131,000 Sth Week; 





Impetus of out-of-town crowds in 
IN. Y¥. for the titular Army-Notre 
| Dame and Columbia-Penn foothall 
games last Saturday plus the three- 
day holiday Amristice Day 
(Monday) is brightening business at 
big Broadway first-runs this session, 
While Election Day trade last Tues- 
(5) disappointing, 
was felt last Saturday, with Sunday 
(10) unusually strong and the peak 
crowds reported on Monday (11). 

| This over the three-day 
spelling higher totals 
ordinarily would have been 
| reached, especially for a number of 


over 


day was 


upsurge 
weekend 
than 


is 


pictures on long-run dates. It’s en- 
abling several attractions to hang 
on longer than expected, 

Only three new bills this week, 
topped by the Capitol, with “Rage in 


Heaven,” a reissue, with Enric Mad- 


riguera band, Chas. Fredericks and 


Murtah Sisters on stage. It promises | 


to reach a stout $85,000 in the first 
week ending today (Wed.), remark- 
lably fine for an oldie. “Nocturne,” 


brought in rather hurriedly last Sat- | 


Palace a 
will hold 


urday (9), is 
torrid $40,000. 


giving the 


It likely 


until “Song of South” opens Novy. 27. | 


Third newcomer is “White Tie 
and Tails.” playing first-run at the 
State, with Henny Youngman, Sara 
Ann McCabe heading vaude. This 
combo should get good $28,000. 

Strongest holdovers are housed by 
the Paramount, Roxy, Music Hall 
and Strand. Par, Roxy and Hall all 
will be over the $100,000 mark. Par, 
with “Blue Skies” and _ stageshow 
topped by Stan Kenton band, looks 
for a great $100,000 on fourth stanza 
ended last night. Roxy, with “Mar- 
gie” and stage bill headed by Jon 
Hall and Frances Langford, expects 
to reach $103,000 on its fourth week, 
also big. 

Music Hall's “Jolson Story,” {fn 
fifth round, likely will strike $131,- 
| 000, socko. “Two Years Before Mast” 
|at the Rivoli, hit $38,000 in its sev- 
enth week ending last Monday (10). 
This beat the previous session. 
Strand, with “Nobody Lives For- 
ever” plus Lionel Hampton band, is 


doing very good $62,000 in initial 
holdover session. “Westerner” con- 
tinues well for a_ reissue, being 


around $17,500 in fifth week at Vic- 
| toria. 

“Notorious Gentleman” opens to- 
day (Wed.) at the Winter Garden 
|after 11 great money-making weeks 
with “The Killers.” “Razor's Edge” 
opens at the Roxy on Nov. 19. Globe 
| brings in “The Chase” next Saturday 
(16). “Best Years of Lives” is set 
to start at the Astor on Nov. 21. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.40) 
—‘Cleopatra’ (UA) (10th wk). Still 
| holding on, with slight pickup this 
| week to around $15,000; last trame, 
$14,000. Due to stay until Nov. 21 
when “Best Years of Lives” (RKO) 
is set in. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50)— 
“Rage in Heaven” (M-G) (reissue) 


and Enric Madriguera orch, Chas. 
Fredericks, Murtah Sisters on stage. 
Doing splendidly for an oldie with 


initial week likely 
near. Last week. “No Leave” (M-G), 
Les Brown orch heading stage bill 
(3d wk), only $62,000 

Criterion (Loew's) (1.700; 60-$1.25) 
“Dark Mirror” (U) (4th wk). 
Holding up remarkably well with 
$30.000 in prospect this: frame; last, 
| was $34,000, also good 

Globe (Brandt) (1.500: 70-$1.20)— 
| “Angel on Shoulder” (UA) (4th-final 
' wk). Good $18.000 on blowoff after 
okay $21,000.in third. “Chase” (UA) 
opens next Saturday (16) 

Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40)— 
“Plainsman and Lady” (Rep) (2d 
|wk). Trim $17.000 in prospect for 
initial holdover week, not far from 
fairly good $20.000 obtained on 
opening frame: stays a third. 

Golden (769: $1.20-$2.40)—“Henry 
V” (UA) (11th wk) Tenth week 
ended last Saturday was highly 
satisfactory $12,000 $12,500 for 
9th stanza 

Holly wood 

-“Deception” 
other Bett 


(9) 
after 
(WB) (1.499: 70-$1.10) 
(WB) (4th wk). An- 
Davis winner, present 
week being near $32.000 after stout 
$37.000 last week Continues indef. 

Palace (RKO) (1.700: 60-$1.20)— 


upbeat | 


to hit $85,000 or | 


Football Hypos Bway; Jolson’ Croons 


‘Skies -Kenton 1006 


In 4th; ‘Rage’-Madriguera Big 856 


$100,000; third went to $106,000, both 
| great figures, and making four weeks 
| with take over $100,000 or near. 
| Looks likely to go eight, maybe nine 


| weeks in all. 


| Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 70-$1.25) — “Jolson 
Story” (Col) and stageshow (5th 
wk). Hefty $131,000 looms for cur- 
|} rent round after strong $130,000 in 
fourth week Naturally continues, 
| with seven or eight weeks possitle 


| at this gait 
Republic (Brandt) (1,064; 75-$1.20) 
| —“Fantasia’” (RKO) (reissue) (7th 
| wk). Neat $8,000 after $7,700 last 
| week. Stays indef. 
| Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)—“De- 
| coy” (Mono) (2d wk). Nice $7,000 
| after $9,000 initial week. “Criminal 
| Court” Friday 
(15). 
Rivoli 
‘Two 
(8th wk) 
$38,000 on 


(RKO) opens next 
(UA-Par) (2,092: 60-$1.25) 
Years Before Mast” (Par) 
Continues strongly, being 
seventh week or better 


{than the robust $36,000 for sixth 
frame. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886: 90-$1.20)— 
| “Margie” (20th) with Frances Lang- 


| ford, Jon Hall, Carl Ravazza, others, 


|on stage (5th-final wk). Film and 
stageshow more than bearing out 
{opening week's promise, with big 
| $103,000 or near for fourth stanza 
ended last (Tues.) night; third was 
| great $109,000. Makes way for 
| ‘““Razor’s Edge” (20th) on Nov. 19 


(Tues.), after six days of fifth week 
for “Margie.” 

State (Loew’s) (3,450: 43-$1.10)— 
“White Tie and Tails” (U) (lst run) 
with vaude headed by Henny 
Youngman, Sara Ann McCabe. Head- 
ing for good $28,000. Youngman 
moved over directly from Capitol to 
replace Bert Wheeler who’s absent 
because of illness. Last week, 
“Beaucaire” (Par) (2d run), and 
Charlie Ventura orch, Bob Williams, 
others, on stage, $30,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50) — 
| ‘Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) with 
| Lionel Hampton orch, Red & Curley, 
| Chocolateers on stage (2d wk). 
| Very good $62,000 after sock $79,- 
| 000 on first week. Naturally remains. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 
“Westerner” (FC) (reissue) (5th 
| wk). Still stout, being $17,500 this 
round after fancy $16,500 last week. 





Stays until Nov. 27 when “Kings 
Row” (WB) (reissue) is slated to 
| open. 

| Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
| $1.20)—“Notorious Gentleman” (U). 


| Opens today (Wed.) after 11 great 
| coin-getting weeks with “The Kil- 
|lers’” (U). Final week ended last 
| (Tues.) night went to nice $23,000, a 
| bit over the rugged $22,000 done on 
; tenth. Picture made Winter Garden 
| history. 


Loved You Hot 
$22,000, Det. Ace 


Detroit, Nov. 12. 

Plenty of holdovers here this week 
but all are doing nicely as are sev- 
|eral new entries. Best new pictures 
are “I've Always Loved You,” “My 
Pal Trigger” and “Night in Casa- 
blanca.” 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95)— 
| “Kfllers” (U) and “Dark Horse” 
| (4th wk). Okay $8,000. Last week, 
| $9,000. 











| Broadway-Capitol (United De- 
| troit) (3,309; 70-95) — “Two Years 
|Before Mast” (Par) and “Little 


Iodine” (UA) (3d wk). Still high at 
$18,000. Last week, solid $20,000 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,683; 70- 
95) — “Pal Trigger” (Rep) and “Gas 
House Kids” (PRC). Lusty $14,000 
Last week, “Time of ~.ives” (U) and 
“In Old Sacramento” (Rep) (2d wk), 
| $8,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,109: 70-95) 
—“Darling Clementine” (20th) (2d 
wk). So-so $17,000. Last week, good 
$25,000. 
| Madison (United Detroit) (1.866; 
| 56-60) “Saratoga Trunk” (WB) 
land “Double Rhythm.” Usual $2,400 
{for 3 days. Last week, “Martha 
Ivers” (Par) and “Young Widow” 
| (UA), $2,300 in 3 days. 





“Nocturne” (RKO) Brought in| Michigan (United Detroit) (4.039: 
rather hurriedly last Saturday (9) | 70-95)—“End of Time” (RKO) and 
after “Ladv Luck” (RKO) began to| “Step By Step’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
lag after first week. RKO wanted|Lusty $18,000. Last week, solid 
house for “Song of South.” which | $30,000. ; 

opens Nov. 27. and “Luck” held small | Palms-State (United Detroit) (2.- 


hope of holding up until then. New 
Raft starrer looks torrid $40 000, and 
holds. Three days of second week 
for “Luck” was $5.000 while first 
week was modest .$26.000 
Paramount (Par) 
“Blue Skies” 
Stan Kenton orch, King Cole 3, Dean 
Murphy. Lane Bros. (5th wk). Hold- 
ing up ir 
week ended last (Tues.) night hitting 


(3,664: 85-$1.50) | 
(Par). and. on stage, | 


smash fashion, with fourth ! 


1976: 70-95) — “Night in Casablanca” 
\(UA) and “Beauty and Bandit” 
| (Mono). Solid $19,000. Last week, 
| “Stranger” (RKO) and “Partners in 
| Time” (RKO) rousing $16,000 
United Artists (United Detroit) 
(1,941; 70-95) “Always Loved 
You” (Rep) and “Rendezvous With 
| Annie” (Rep). Big $22,000. Last 
week. “Gallant Bess” (M-G) and 
“Cockeyed Miracle’ (M-G), $14,000 
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ower Politics, Spearheaded by USSR, 


arred Intl Film Festival at Cannes. ...... x. 


International Film Festival at? 
C; es. arranged by the French | 
last month as a one-world, postwar | 
r é ndustry lovefes more 
nearly tUrned into an international | 
Li t appears from reports} 
reaching ere this week. R issians | 
apparently upset the sweetness-and- | 

epartment by extending the | 
ve etta for the U. S. industry in 
pi 

Squawk from Harold 5S offi- 
c American rep at the Festival, 
Jiste numerous suspiciously un- 
friendly acts by the Soviets, aside 
from the uncalled for pep talks they 
were indiscriminately making anent 
the dangers of U. S. imports to do- | 
mestic European film production. 
Smith an interview in a Cannes 
n¢ spaper, described the Americans 
a nery but I will ay an- 
noved 

First thing that piqued Sm 
the act that the Russkes vy oad CO- 
incidence, happened to schedule a 
big reception for just the tim the 
American entry, “Wonder Man,” was 
be g screened Then, acccrding to 
the U. S. rep: “We had the surprise | 
of seeing that a new prize, not pro- 
vided for in the Festival regulations 


had been created for color films, and | 
all appearances are such that this | 
was obviously done to favor Soviet 


production.” 

Next thing the Americans discOov- 
ered was that all the Russian films 
were accompanied by a commentary 
in French, although permission was | 
explicitly refused U. S. participants 
to subt ile their productions on the 
grounds that they must be shown 
exactly as made. “We must admit,” 
Smith said, “that we do not under- 
stand how, in such an important 
event as the Cannes Festival, the 


conditions of the competition can be 
thus modified in the midst of things, 
if I may so express myself. We are 
necessarily led to think that a cer- 
tain favoritism which is unfavorable 
to us is being shown here.” 


Vodka Pitch Riles Yanks 

In the gratuitous remarks depart- | 
ment. the Americans were burned at 
a statement by I. Kalatozov, v.p, of 
cinema in the USSR, published in 
the Festival information bulletin. 
Kalatozov, after a long polemic in 
favor of Soviet pix and derogatory 


of U. S. product, rhetorically asked 
of the French: 
“Why open the door wide to 


American films which are likely to 
demoralize your 
tion? Have not your 
protested?” 

In regard to this, Smith answered 
in a French newspaper interview: 
“Very frankly, I cannot understand 


technicians 


domestic produc- | 








Mills Lands in U.S. Films; 
Meredith to British Pix? 


1d Nov | 
British tilm 


yood, iS 


John Mills, star 
scheduled to 
eported getting ready for a trip to 
tne U S as soot as Ne oO 
“ Man” for Two-Cities Films. 

At the same Burgess Mere- 
dith is being mentioned as possible 
star of Two-Cities film based on 


npletes 
tove 


time, 


Walter de la Mare’s short story, 
“Crew,” which Paul Sheriff is pro- | 
ducing. Meredith now is in the 


N. Y. Broadway legiter, 
the Western World.” 


“Playboy of 


French Politico Angle | 
In Siritzky’s Suit To 
Recover His 45 Cinemas 


Leon Siritzky (now a New York 
resident) has entered suit against the 
French government in Paris in an 
effort to regain the 45 theatres in 
his chain which are currently being 
held as government property. ‘The 
houses, comprising more than two- 


|} thirds of the Siritzky loop, were 
taken over by the Germans when 
France fell and were, in turn, ex- 
propriated by the government after 


liberation. 

Move is being closely 
other French film heads who ap- 
parently fear that the leftist ele- 
ments in the National Assembly in- 
tend to nationalize the entire indus- 
try step by step, starting with the 
Siritzky circuit. A victory by Sirit- 
zky will, it’s felt, put a halt to simi- 
lar attempts on other branches of 
France’s film business. 

To represent him Siritzky has re- 
tained one of France’s top jurists, 
Justin Godard, who replaced Edou- 
ard Herriot in the French cabinet 


watched by 


when Herriot became premier 
| shortly before the war. 
Also being watched are the up- 
coming national elections Nov. 10. | 

If rightists are victorious, theatre 


holdings of the government are ex- 
pected to return to their original 
owners. On the other hand, should | 
radical elements win, efforts to na- | 
tionalize the film industry will re- 
double, according to French reps. 








Down Mexico Way 











Mexico City, Nov. 5. 
| Merle Oberon is reported to have 





British Film Briefs 











London, Nov. 5. 

is entering the cos- 
metic field. Cosmetics, which he in- 
tends to manufacture, will only be 





Supplied to his own film. stars 
Queen Mary will attend premiere of | 
“School for Secrets,” Two-Cities | 


Films’ story based on development 


ind use of Radar by the Royal Alr 
Force during the last war Film 
gets wing at Odeon, Leicester 
Square Nov i Sydney Box in- 
ten ) ake film on “Life of Mrs. | 
Beaton,” oO as become world 
famous \ é standard book on 


cookery. 

Arthur Dent, Sam Goldwyn's Lon- | 
don representative for the last five | 
years, has quit by mutual arrange- 
ment...He will concentrate on his | 
many other activities which will take 
him to N. Y. and Hollywood some- | 
time in November...Grace Moore | 


| may make another musical when she 


year Alexander Korda has ap- 
pointed Leslie Mitchell, former 


mentator, as press | 


| 
} 
} 
| 
returns to America arly next | 


newsreel con 
rep 

Lou Jackson offering Frances Day 
femme lead in “No Nightingales,” 
which stars Robert Morley and Felix 
Ayimer...“South East Five,” film 
directed by Paddy Carstairs, which 
will be shot at Riverside Studios, is 
being backed by theatre magnate 
Alfred Shipman (& King) ..Sarah 
Churchill, who is appearing, in two | 
British films being made in Rome, | 
is holding up production due to ill- | 
ness.. Brian Desmond Hurst turn- 
ing down offer to 
Alexander Korda due to previous 
commitments...Entire film industry 
intrigued at James Mason’s name be- 
left out of Film Command Per- 
formance. British ace film actor was 
approached after list was already 
published and had to turn down 
offer because of having to go on the 
Continent with his wife due to ill- 
ness, 


his 





i 


direct film for | 


Ing 


Les Ambassadeurs, Paris, 


Biz NSG, Open Only Mats 


Paris, Nov. 5. 

The Ambassadeurs, 
restaurant, is about to partly close 
down within a month of reopening. 
This evidences how much Paris has 
fallen from its former deluxe 
status. It stays open for afternoon 
dancing with Jack Harris band but 


ritziest Paris | lished an 


Few Yank Buys of 


French Scripts, 


Lelarge Decides To Distrib Also 





Script French Comedy 


ral Nov. 5. 


aris, 


Yves Miranae, prolific French 
playwright, and Charles Campbell, 
American show biz lawyer in Paris 
and N. Y.. have co-authored a 3-act | 
comedy, “Ace of the Theatre Ticket ! 
Agency Play is set in Paris and | 
N. Y. and depicts experiences of a | 
ticket agent. Both writers have | 


considerable picture experience and | 
have penned the play with a view | 
to future screen adaptation, 
It is Campbell’s maiden writing 
effort. Before the war he was Para- 
mount counsel here for years. 
—— i 


+ Despite acute scarcity of story ma- 
_terial available for pictures, Holly» 


Ex-Par Lawyer Helps | 


wood has made no purchasés in the 
French literary market althofigh 
studios have expressed interest in 
works of such w.k. Gallic authors as 
Marcel Achard, Paul Claudel and 
Jean Cocteau. Sole French film sale 
to have taken place in recent months 


was Alexander Korda’'s acquisition 
of Achard’s play, “Aupres de ma 
Blonde.” 

According to André Lelarge, 
former French film producer who 
set up a French authors’ agency sev- 
eral months ago in New York 
known as European Copyrights, 


film companies’ Story departments 


|continually scan scripts of his clients 


but invariably find them “unsuit- 
able” for production in one way or 


another. Reason for this, he pointed 


|out, that French prose often suffers 


‘Czech Film Industry | 


Booming, Poland Also | 
Climbs, Sez Brandon 


Polish film industry, despite the | 
fact that it was practically non- | 
existent at the time of Poland’s | 


liberation, is recovering rapidly but 
is still stymied because it has no} 
credits at its disposal for trade | 
agreements with England or U. S.,| 
according to Tom Brandon, head of | 
Brandon Films, indie production- | 
distribution outfit in New York. | 
Brandon is also chairman of the 
Government relations committee of 
the Film Council of America and | 
director of recently-organized Film | 
Alliance of America. 


| 
} 
} 
} 


Just back from a survey of condi- 
tions overseas, Brandon said 


industry. Poland 
production. Shorts 
also are being produced and the 
newsreel outfit already has estab- 
interchange system with 
News. 


the film now 


four features in 


Metro 
Nationalization of the Czecho- 
slovak industry under the Film Corp. 
is bringing it back to its pre-war 
status, according to Brandon, 
Brandon contrasted the upswing 





is shuttered for dinners. [The syn- 
dicate operating Le Lido may buy 
out Fischer. Another 
Henry Lartigue_ will 
Fischer's interest]. 
Main reason for closing is the 
shortage of electricity. The electric 
|signs and half of heating system had 
jto be cut off. Official orders are 
| to discontinue using it altogether 


take over 


how the official representative of @| paid Diego Rivera a fortune to paint | this month, making operation at 
friendly government which is the | per portrait in oil...“Spanish Main” /night impossible, 


guest of France can permit himself | (RKO) made its Mexican debut with | 


such an expression of opinion as re- 
gards another friendly nation 


Kalatozov 
Amer 


was freely 


studios, 
directors, 


and 


visit our 
contact our 
our produccrs, 


was able to 
plants, 
artists, 


Russian film, the American is 
only one that counts.’ ” 


At the end of the Festival, 


via a 


the reason the Soviet 


that of other 
especially—is 
ness, 
ticism.” 


bogged in 





Sunday Midnight Shows 


Loom for Canadians 


Toronto, Nov. 5. 


The Lord’s Day Alliance of Can- 
ada will withdraw its objections to 


midnight shows 


for 


Sunday 
sions 
ances are sold in advance. 
mouncement of decision was 
VanieTy by the Rev. Dr. George G 
Webber, general secretary of 


churchmen’s body. It 


arbiters of Canada’s morals 


patrons over the 


.This | 
is all the more surprising in that Mr. 
received in| 
ca for several months, that he 
was welcomed everywhere, that he 
our 
our 
before | 
leaving America he stated, ‘After the 
the 


the 
Americans were surprised to learn, 
Moscow radio broadcast, that 
walked off 
with eight prizes—‘“the lion’s share” 
—was that “The Russian cinema has 
vitality and faith in the future while 
countries—the U. S. 
drunken- 
drug addiction and fake mys- 


if admis- 
these Sunday perform- 

An- 
given | way.” It’s part of Martin’s plan to 
_| bring back top musicals in addition 
this 
is being re- 
ceived by exhibitors as a fair ruling 
whereby the film industry here and 
may 
discuss those activities of the Lord’s 
Day Alliance which have brought 
protests from exhibitors and theatre 
governmental 
banning of Sunday midnight. shows. 


a bang, grossing nearly $50,000 in 
its first week at the Cine Alameda. 
Manager Max Gomez of RKO, said 
company is spending $400,000 on the 
studios at Churubusco, local suburb. 
It will get going in full blast next 
March...National Cinema Impresa- 
irs Assn. holds its annual conven- 
tion here Nov. 14-16...Dr. Martinez 
Casio has been named supervisor of 
things Mexican on Tyrone Power’s 
“Captain of Castille,” part of which 
will be filmed in Mexico...Agustin 
Lara, crack romantic song writer 
who plays himself and his own songs 
in films and on radio, vacationing at 
Cordoba, 250 miles away, but comes 
to Mexico City regularly thrice 
weekly for mike work—commutes by 
pPlane—first Mexican show person to 
do that. 

Town's first eatery adding tip to 
bill opened and doing well...Colum- 
bia pix, in newspaper ads, thanks 
cinemamen here for exhibiting com- 
pany’s product in honor of inter- 
national meet of Col chiefs here. 





‘Song of Norway’ May 


Sydney, Oct. 29. 
Dave Martin, head of the Tivoli 
vaude-revue circuit, is dickering for 
|}the Aussie rights of “Song of Nor- 





to his two-a-day vaude sctup. 

Variety learns that Martin is seek- 
ing deal with the Fullers for a lease 
of Princess in Melbourne, for “Nor- 
way.” He probably will fix a deal 
with Whitehall Productions or Wil- 
liamson-Tait for a Sydney house so 
as not to interfere with present two- 
a-day at the Tivoli. Show would be 
routed in New Zealand via the pow- 
erful Kerridge circuit. 





Get Tour Down Under | 


Clifford L. Fischer, who had been 
optimistic at first as to chances of 
;reopening the place on a _ prewar 
|policy including the first import of 
|American talent, plans early return 
to U. S. where he will 0.0. the 
|production of “Belle of Cadix” via 
|the Shuberts. 
Though the spot opened with 
Jack Harris, who immediately 
‘clicked, and some American acts, 
|the class patronage is so restricted 
here now that the opening was at 
only 250 covers, and dwindled to 
about 100, except for tea dances 
which are well patronized. New food 
|restrictions also make the opera- 
ition more difficult. Capacity is 450. 
/ American acts were supposed to be 
able to remit part of their salaries 
home, but have never been able to 
|get the Exchange Control okay. 
| Their contract with Ambassadeurs 
ended Oct. 31. Harms meantime is 
|doubling into the Bagatelle, 
| Montmarte nitery. 





| Georges Maurer To NY. 


Paris, Nov. 5. 
Georges Maurer, picture producer, 
and also interested in other business 


|here, has gone to the U. S. for a 
| month's Visit. 
| Maurer has a lease on the Butte 


| Chaumont studios, and plans to bring 
several British producers here. 





$800,000 HALL FOR REGINA 


Regina, Sask., Nov. 12. 

| A proposal that the city raise 
$800,000 for a civic auditorium has 
been put to city council by the 
board of trade here. 


Proposed centre would seat 2,400 
and have a level floor with moveable 





ing. 


report is | 


class | 


raised sections for stage show seat-| so 


of the Czechoslovak industry, which 
| looks for 26 features this year, with 
the confused status of the French. 
Latter, he pointed out, have better 
studio facilities but conflicting inter- 
ests within the industry result in dis- 
organization. 


During the occupation when the 
Nazis took over the Czechoslovak 
studios, Brandon said, the workers 


developed their own brand of sabo- 
tage by declaring “It is not possible” 
every time the Nazis asked them to 
do something. Brandon plans re- 
| turning to Czechoslovakia in 1947 to 
| start three films that he plans to 
| produce there for possible release 
|in the U. S. He also set up several 
| distribution deals while abroad, in- 
cluding plans to distribute “Brother- 
hood of Man,” cartoon, in Czecho- 
slovakia. He will import a feature, 
“A Year of Freedom,” produced by 
the Czech industry from a_ book 
penned by Maurice Hindus, N. Y. 
Herald Tribune correspondent in 
Czechoslovakia. 





Mahoney, Geraghty Split 
After Long Partnership 


Sydney, Oct. 29. 
Reported here that Will Mahoney 
and Bob Geraghty have come to the 
parting of the 
lifetime together. 
ing 
Australian 





ways after almost a 
Mahoney is hook- 

Wren, South 
present vaude- 


Tasm&nia, 


up with Harry 


4 


indie, to 
Adelaide, 
Mahoney and 
operated the Cremorne, Brisbane, 
with vaude-revue for a long span, 
bringing in stock later to the Royal. 
Stock bid went zero when service- 
men trade ended. 


revue in and 


Brisbane. Geraghty 


It’s not known what Geraghty 
plans to do. Probably will go in as 
ja producer for the Tivoli chain in 


Brisbane. Geraghty is well fixed, 
it’s reported holding property at spot 
called Surfers’ Paradise. 

Mahoney and Geraghty first came 
to Aussie before the war under con- 
tract to Tivoli circuit. They liked it 
much - they've been here ever 
since. 





|negotiations are 
Polish 
studios in Warsaw were bombed out. | 


has | tended by Gordine, “Jericho's” 


when translated into English. Hence 


he occasionally submit cripts in 
their original French rather than 
chance an English version 

Quiet literary market has led 
Lelarge to branch out into distri- 


bution. Recently changing his cor- 
porate title to European Copyrights 
and Distributors, Inc., he’s currently 
forming a distribution setup to han- 
dle four French films produced by 
Sacha Gordine. Initial entry will 
be a picture dealing with the French 
resistance movement the R.A.F, 
known as “Jericho” which stars 
Pierre Brasseur. 

Said to be similar to Metro's re- 
cent French buy, “Battle of the 
Rails,” film will probably open at 
one of Sam Baker's three New York 
arty houses. Lelarge stated that 
now 1h progress 
with Baker who operates the Fifth 
Avenue Playhouse, 55th Street Play- 


and 


Since the war's end, a studio has | house and the newly opened Ave- 
been built in Lodz. Poles today use|nue. Preem, slated to take place 
whatever methods they can to revive; around Thanksgiving, will be at- 


pro- 
ducer, who’s due to fly in from Paris 


late this month for a week's stay. 
In addition to “Jericho,” Gordine 
has also completed a French version 
of Dostoyevsky’s “Idiot’ which 
Lelarge will also release in the U. S. 
Producer has lined 


up two more 
Stories which he expects to start 
shooting upon his return to France 


early in December. 


Trinidad Film fies 
Down 75% But No Cut 


In Admission Planned 








Port-of-Spain, Nov. 5. 
Film grosses in Trinidad have 
dipped about 75% from the peak 


years of 1942-44, with decline stem- 
ming from the reduction in persons 
nel of U. S. and British armed forces. 
| Both America and Britain had many 
| bases throughout the territory dur- 
ing the war, and all these now are 
closed. 


With biz off, exhibitors are reluc- 
tant to boost admission prices while 
at the same time showing little in- 
clination to cut them. Reason for 
|the latter is that they fear the few 
| additional patrons they get would 
not overcome the reduced coin per 
ducat. Also they cite that the cost 
of other island commodities has not 
changed. 

Ore of the distributor's main 
‘gripes heard most frequently in 
| Trinidad is that patrons mainly go 
(for westerners, thrill epics and se- 
rials, with an occasional musical 
itaking the grade. 








Zukor Lauds Perkins 
At Par’s London Meet 


London, Nov. 12. 
Paramount Pic shindig at the Sa- 
voy hotel on Nov. 5 pulled capacity 
|attendance of film celebs. Object 
| was to introduce Par’s London new 
| chief, James E. Perkins, who has re- 





placed David E. Rose, with many 
eulogies showered upon newcomer 
|'by Adolph Zukor. J. Arthur Rank 
| pleaded anxiously for Anglo-Ameri- 
| can film alliance. 

Among those attending were John 
Davis, George Weltner, Major 
| Baker, Allan F. Hutchinson, Earl St. 
| John, Shipman and King, Lou Mor- 
|ris, Major Bell, Southan Morris, 
| Tony Reddin, Phil Hyams. Fay All- 
port, Frank Hill, T. Fligelstone, 
Anthony Havelock-Allan, Frank 
| Farley and W. R. Fuller. 
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Henri Bernstein Pulls a Shubert 


‘Punishes’ Critic by Nixing Oakleys: 


+ 


Paris, Nov. 12. 
Long existing feud between the- 
atre managers here and legit critics 
came to a head with the suspension 
for three months of all privileges to 


Jacques Lemarchand, drama critic 
for the newspaper Combaf. Action | 
resulted when Lemarchand reviewed | 
Henri Bernstein’s revival of his old 
play, “The Secret” at the Ambassa- 
deurs theatre In panning it, he 
wrote that it is the kind of offering 
that will kill the theatre, terming 
it both insipid and dishonest. Bern- 
stein, who is touchy at best, flew 
into a rage Decision means that 
instead of being mailed ducats for 
shows, Lemarchand must buy his 
own tickets. 

Bernstein told Variety that per- 


gonally he disregards criticisms but 
that the Authors Society insisted on 
action. He said that legiters at- 
tempted similar policing of critics 
in 1902. and that he dissented then. 
Bernstein is skedding Robert Sher- 
wood'’s “Petrified Forest,” after the 
revival of “Secret,” with a big ad- 
yance sale already reported. 

The Critics’ Union is attempting 
to e! tne support of the News- 
paper Owners Assn. in its fight pro- 
testing that the Lemarchand action 
curtails freedom of the press. Man- 
agers claim they have the right to 
give the paying public a chance to 
judge before laying themselves open 
to what they consider libel. 

Before the war, press reviews 
were not always complimentary but 
the old school of crix nevertheless 
wrote with some restraint and re- 
frained from hurting biz. Besides 
this, managers here always have 
rated press reviews as an exchange 
of publicity for ducats. Since the 
war, the press has entirely changed 
hands and a fresh crop of often irre- 
sponsible crix has appeared. These 
have not confined themselves to 
justified professional criticism of fre- 


list 


quently poor offerings but often 
slam shows on the basis of their own 
theories on art or their personal 


prejudices 

To abate the so-called evil, man- 
agers already had decided to discon- 
tinue the old habit of asking the crix 
to dress rehearsals, only issuing 
passes after the shows had been 
playing three or four days. 





Two hinsle Units: Plan - 
‘Eureka’ Feature Pix; 
Korda Readies ‘Smiley’ 


Sydney, Nov. 12. 


Harry Watt, back in Australia to | 


prepare plans for another feature 
for Ealing, has announced that the 
next one would be “Eureka Stock- 
ade.” old-time yarn of Aussie gold- 
mining days. This would follow the 
click of his “Overlanders.” 


Following Watts’ announcement. 
Leslie Haylen, local politician and 
author, said he would form his own 
syndicate to make a film titled “Eu- 
reka,” from his own story. It’s re- 
ported that Haylen had approached 
Watt on this subject two years ago. 
Now it looks as though theré will 
be two pictures about the same st 
ject and with nearly the same titles 
set for production here unless some- 
one quits. According to inside info 
this won't be Ealing. 

Moore Raymond has arrived here 
to select an Aussie youth to play the 
lead in his story, “Smiley,” which is 
set for production by Sir Alexander 
Korda. Ray ond also must decide if 


the film will be made in Aussie or 
England. 


Walters Signs Folies 
Beauty for Quarter 


Paris, Nov. 12. 

Daisy Daix, musical comedy 
actress who played the Folies Ber- 
Sere and Casino de Paris, has been 
booked by Lou Walters for his Latin 
Quarter. She is a twenty-year-old 
blonde, and due to leave for America 
Shortly. 


Deal was agented by James Wit- 


t . > 

— long in biz here prewar and 

— after two years in U. S 
rmy hospitals over here. 


Granet Overseas for RKO 
London, Nov. 12. 


ek Granet has arrived here from 
Ywood to do a feature for RKO 


at he Pathe Studios, Paris. 
It will be titled “Berlin Express.” 





Shephard Gets ‘Father’ 
| For London in ’47 


12 

After offers from practically every 
| West End management, Oscar Ser- 
lin has closed deal with Firth Shep- 


London, Nov 


|hard to stage “Life With Father” 
here Understood show will be 
done next spring with English cast 

Lee Ephraim, now in N. Y.., is re- 


ported here to have acquired Eng- 


| lish rights to Broadway’s hit, “Annie | * 
Get Your Gun,” and is trying to 
persuade Bebe Daniels to make 
stage return in it. 

Henry Sherek has disposed of 
provincial touring rights of “The 
First Gentleman” to Bernard Del- 


mont, with latter looking for an 
actor to play the Robert Morley 
part. Sherek also has new play by 
James Parish, “The Police Are Anx- 
| ious,” and wants Herbert Marshall 


| to play lead. 


Still Dicker On 


Coin From France 


Paris, Nov. 5. 

While U. S. distributors have been 
given the green light on remittances 
j}from accumulated business here, 
| American companies are not taking 
| out their money because of disagree- 
ment over the exchange rate. The 
action in unfreezing followed long 





parleys between the embassy here 
and the Controle des Changes. 
Wrinkle over the exchange rate 


has stalemated any remittances be- 
cause the Controle insists on having 
ithe funds being transferred at the 
| present rate of 120 to a dollar, which 
| would mean an estimated $5,000,000 
|for major U. S. distribs. 
| can companies are successful in get- 





ting a fairer exchange rate, the 
distribs would receive around 
$8,000,000. * 


American company revenue 
been frozen since the days when the 
rate was 43.75 or slightly higher, 
American distribution officials figure 
the 120-to-1 rate is unfair. They 
want the rate for remittances to be 
the one prevailing at the time the 
coin was frozen. 








Existentialist French 


Philosopher's 2 Short 
Plays Have Paris Agog 


43. 
last 


Paris, Nov. 

The Antoine theatre opened 
Thursday 
riau’s production of two short plays, 
both authored by the existentialist 
philosopher Jean Paul Sartre. First 
play, “Dead Without Burial” is a 


derground. Patriots are tortured by 
Vichy militia. This scene resulted 
in a big stir in the audience with 
many women leaving and part of the 
audience protesting against capital- 
izing on patriotism for sensational- 
ism. But Sartre's followers acc- 
laimed the show. 

“The Respectful Whore,” the sec- 
ond short play, disparages the U. S. 
Set in a southern town, it shows a 
senator, the police and murder of a 
Negro who has coerced an unwilling 
prostitute. She is exonerated because 
she’s a white person. Play shows her 
as a women 





opening night 
notoriety here and 
Neither 


roar over this 
created much 
likely will 


story 
boost business 


the screen, 


title is changed from “La Putain Re- 
spectueuse.” Sartre, who authored 
i“Vicious Circle.” insisted on the 
| title, and it likely will be altered to 
|}read “La Respectueuse.” 

| 





General Theatre's $573,944 Profit 
London, Nov. 5 
| General Theatre Corp. profits this 
year jumped from $209,388 to $573.- 
944. Gaumont-British 
siderable stake in company. 

This year’s dividend has been in- 
creased from 9%% to 22'2%. 


| 
| 
| 
} 


If Ameri- | 


Considering that a large amount of | 
has | 


(7) with the Simone Ber- | 


realistically staged story of the un-| 


who deals differently | 
with white people and Negroes. Up- | 


plays appear likely for Broadway or 


The Paris Subway Co. notified the 
Antoine that posters on the play 
would not be accepted unless the} 


holds a coh- | 


U.S. Gals Crash Mex Pix 


Mexico City, Nov. 5. 

The number of U. S. girls 
breaking into pictures down 
here in hopes of landing in 
Hollywood productions has 
reached fairly large proportions. 
| Its the largest number of dis- 
| taffers from north of Rio ever 
to work in pix for Mexican 
} companies, 

“Tears 

| Sofia 
er-dancer 
ican girls 
of Mark 


patra, ’ 


of 


Alvarez 


Blood,” featuring 
Colombian g 
had a group of Amer- 
in cast Life 
Aftthony Cleo- 
which Filmex produ- 
$200,000, used about 30 


U. S. femmes It stars Luis 


sins 
“Private > 
and 

1S 


cing To! 





| 
} 


Jap Pix Patrons 
‘Prefer U.S, Other 


| 


Imported Product 


| Japanese film patrons attend the 
| picture theatres an average of more 
than once weekly, prefer U. S. and 
|other foreign films to the native 
| product and would rather see ro- 
mantic pictures than any other kind, 
according to a recent poll made of 
8,000 patrons of the Nikkatsu theatre 
circuit. Breakdown of ballots in the 
poll submitted to Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn.’s Tokyo office shows 47% 
make film-theatre attendance a habit 
more than once weekly, 32% go 
once per week and 21% less than 
once a week. 





Poll showed imported product was 
} preferred over native pictures by 
52% of those asked. Romantic films 
were top choice, with 32% favoring 


them and 24% favoring musicals. 

The American-made United News- 
reel was overwhelming favorite, 
60% voting in its favor while the 
three Jap newsreels polled only 
40%. 








MILLAND TO PARIS 





Paris, Nov. 5. 
the local indus- 
| try’s desire to keep alive the inter- 
| national value of the Cannes Film 
| Festival, a smart publicity stunt has 
| been set for Paramount by I, Lap- 
inere, head of Par’s European pub- 
lic relations. 

President of the Government 
| Georges Bidault himself has agreed 
| to award Ray Milland the prize fo! 
| “best actor,” the award he got at the 
| Festival for his work in “Lost Week- 
End.” It will be at a function in 
the Ministry for Foreign 


Capitalizing on 


i 


where he will meet all 
local pix and legit celebs, is due here 
| Nov. 12. The Par flackery, long be- 
| fore the signing of the Washington 
| film agreement reopening 
screens to American 


| arranged 


product, 


| paign on their new stars. 
} 


| Current London Shows 
| 











London, Nov. 12. 
“Away From It All,” Embassy. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Crime & Punishmeni,” 
“Cyrano de Bergerac,” 
“Fiftv-Fifty,” Strand. 
“Follow the Girls,” Majesty's 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 
“Grace of God,” St. James. 
“Grand National Night,” Apollo. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion 


rlobe, 
New. 


“Here Come the Boys,” Saville. 
“High Time,” Palladium. 

| Honeymoon,” York’ 
“Message for Margaret,” Duches 


“Much Ado Nothing,” Aldwych 
“Night and Laugiiter,” Col! 
“No Room at Inn,” Winte: 
“Our Betters,” Playhouse 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Piccadilly Hayr de,” Wales. 
“Pick-Up Girl,” Casino 
“Poltergeist,” Vaudeville 
“Shephard Show,” Princes 


cum. 


Garden 


“Shop Siy Corner,” St. Martir 
“Skin of Teeth,” Piccadi)), 
“Song of Norway,” Palace 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 
“Treble Trouble.” Garrick. 


“Under the Counter,” Phoenix 
“Windermere’s Fan,” Hayinarket. 
| “Winslew Boy,” Lyric. 

“Worm's View,” Whitehall. 


Mex Distribs, Exhibs Faced With 





Weltner to Set New 





Paris Theatre Policy 


| 
| 
| 


I Pal yur heatre p ‘ 
will be definitely sé A George 
Weltne Par-Inter tiona prexy 
arrive ere fro Lond ate thi 

oO ana Lo . La I Ca 
theatre head, re S ) a quicl 
trip to the U. S. on private business 
John B. Nathan, Continental chief- | 

| , . ‘ 

j tain, has just returned from South 

} 

| America 

| Par is the only U. S. company now 
| operating theatres here and the 
Paris house is the pace-setter fol 
| local exhibs. It will be redecorated 
ana new projection equipment in- 
stalled. Due to war laxity, lack of 
personnel and equipment, exhibition 
standards have deteriorated in all 


| houses here 


‘Aussie Networks 
Gird for Battle 


Sydney, Nov. 12. 

Bitter fight is in progress here be- 
tween the two top commercial net- 
works to gain air supremacy. Col- 
gate-Palmolive, long hooked up 
with the MacQuarie net via 2GB 
here, has swung over to the opposi- 
j tion station 2UE because of alleged 
rate boosting by MacQuarie. Colgate 
Operates top live shows in Aussie 
territory. 

Denying that there was any rate 
tilt, MacQuarie network booked 
British comic Tommy Trinder at 
$3,000 via an agreement with the 
Tivoli circuit as opposition to the 
Colgate soap shows. 

Along with this squabble, there is 








FOR CANNES PRIZE 


Affairs. | 
Milland, for whom a large party is | 


French | 
had | 
started an intensive publicity cam- | 





plenty of talk about radio ethics to 
offset giving away thousands of 
dollars via quiz programs. Mac- 


Quarie is understood planning to im- 
port U. S. radio comedy talent or 
scripts. Both sides spending heavily 
on newspaper ads. 


Jas. Mason States He 
Has No Ties Either 
With Rose or Jackson 


London, Nov. 12. 








|; weeks. 


New Strike; Studio Union Row Looms 


” 


MexicasCity, Nov. 5. 
Most U. S. distributors operating 
in Mexico, many Mexican distribs 


and the larger film circuits fear an 


unwelcome New Year's gift of more 
labor grief an po sible walko of 
union worke! National Cinema- 
tographic Industry Workers Union 
plans to demand still another pay 
boost, and if the hike is 1 inted 
strikes will be called Demand for 
more money is based on the steadilv 
rising cost of liv gs plus the fact that 
both distribs a1 exhibs are making 
real profit down here 

American distribs feel they are 
fairly safe from such demands since 


protected from labor demands by the 
two-year pact that ended the strike 
against most of them i August, 
1945. Spokesmen for the distribs don’t 


feel obliged to reopen negotiations 
for @ revision of the current con- 
tract. However, apparently union 
leaders still are making demands f 
| higher pay 

Additionally, the 2 3 
tional dispute brewing between the 


| National Electricians Union and the 


| Picture Production Workers Unior 
|The electricians associated them- 
| selves with the new union last 
| spring in the war on the NCIWU., 
| Now the Electricians Union claims 
the association with the film pro- 


duction workers outfit no longer is 
possible because of the communistic 
tactics of Mario Moreno (Cantin- 
flas) and what it terms his high- 
handed way of running switchmen. 

This split is worrying producers 
who fear that the row may produce 
a studio shutdown. 





European Pix Upbeat 
In Argentina With 
‘Veil,’ ‘Chance’ Leaders 


Buenos Aires, Oct. 22. 

European pictures are enjoying 
sock biz in Buenos Aires, with the 
Britisher, “Seventh Veil.” being out- 
standing. “Veil” wound up its rec- 
ord run at the Broadway theatre 
here after playing to smash trade 
for 16 weeks, something unheard of 
at this spot. It is still doing well at 
the other spots here as weil as the 
Gran Palace, where transferred. 
“The Last Chance,” Swiss-made film, 
and “Madonna of Seven Moons” also 
are big hits. 

“Seven Moons” was placed the 
Broadway by Universal which also 
is distributing “Veil,” and may go 
for another record based of first two 
Artkino preparing to 
bring in several pictures headed by 
“Youth on the March.” 


in 


is 


James Mason has put the quietus Manner in which James Mason, 
— reports that he IS tied to David | star of “Veil,” has caught on with 
| F. Rose, American indie producer, Argentine senoritas is making U. S. 
; On a picture-making deal. British | distributors wonder if he will sup- 
actor who plans to journey to the plant Gregory Peck in their affec- 
U. S. within the month has no cur- ; 


| 


rent commitments and will be free} 
'to negotiate with American film 
| companies without strings Mason 


denied having a pact with Rose stat- 
ing that deal for the latter to rep 
for him fell through “on account of 
misunderstandings.” 

At the same time Mason silenced 
reports that he has agreed to make 
| pix for Lou Jackson in a three-way 
| hookup with Warner-Pathe. Nego- 
| tiation of any deal must hinge upon 
| actor's state of health, it’s under- 
| Stood. Part of his new world itiner- 


j}ary is an extended rest in Bermuda 
| which shortly follows a stopover in 
| New York. 
: a y : : re 
Brit. Pix Workers Win 
‘ ° > 
Better Studio Pact 
London, Nov. 12. 
| British Film Producers Assn. has 
|reached an agreement with the Na- 
tional Assn. of Theatrical and Kine 
Employees. This pact calls for re- 
duction in the work week from 44 
to 42 hours for 3,000 studio workers 
It also makes provisions for sick- 
ne and accident Also provides 
for two weeks holiday with pay, 
and payment for Bank Holidays 
Anti-Nazi Back To Cabaret 
Vienna, Oct. 29 
Christ]! Giampietro, daughter of 
foremost Berlin comedian Giampie- 
tro in days before and shortly after 
the first world war, is appearing 
here in Simpl Cabaret. She had 
| been forbidden to appear under 


‘the Nazi regime. 


| tions. 


SHAW’S NATIVE CITY 


COOL TOWARDS ‘CLEO’ 


Dublin, Nov. 5 

“Caesar and Cleopatra” doing 
only moderate business at the Savoy 
here in Bernard Shaw’s 
native city. 

The papers gave all-time 
space to the picture 
lauding film but 
has been mild 
er-bracket 


iS 
George 


record 
with all crix 

audience reaction 
reported that high- 
customers only are pay- 


| ing their money, with bobby-soxers 


and others spending their coin on 
lighter fare 

Eire President Sean T. O'Kelly 
paid unofficial visit one afternoon to 
view film with Bishop of Galway, 


Dr. Michael Browne 


10 Yank Distribs Fined 
$60 Each 


in Mexico 
Aesicvo City, Nov. 5 
The federal weyne court here 
has upheld the government i osed 
fine of $60 (S309 Mée on each of 
the U. S. film companies onerating 
in Mexico al otne! lore! pic- 
ture firms in the fie'd because they 
failed to register. as the government 
claims the law dema! . aS members 
of the National Cinematographie 
Irdustry Chamber. Law demands 
that all businesse and industries 
capitalized for $1.000 or more must 
become members of a chamber of 
commerce in their field. 


Americans are seeking an injune- 
|tion against this decision. These 
‘hearings will be later this month. 
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RAFT ON A 
RAMPAGE ... 


of blasting action and tough-guy 





loving—to pin the murder rap | 
on one of the ten beautifu! 
brunette suspects in sensa- 


tional playboy slayings! 
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RKO . 


PRESENTS 








GEORGE RAFT 
LYNN BARI 








“PRS 












VIRGINIA HUSTON + JOSEPH PEVNEY = 
MYRNA DELL 


Produced by JOAN HARRISON + Directed by EDWIN L. MARIN 
Screen Play by JONATHAN LATIMER 


RKO 
RADIO 


PI 


“Pulp” and Men’ $ Mogatinee ie. Sondey eee : 
paper Comic Sections . . Life, Look, Liberty, | a 
Saturday Evening Post, Collier s, and Fan List.  . | 








16 FILM REVIEWS 
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P ; 
Till the Clouds Roll By | light of the picture. 


(MUSICAL—COLOR) : 
Metro release of Arthur Freed production. | from start to finish a 
rd on the life and music of Jerome | presentation is but 
n. Stars June Allyson, Lucille Bremer, | eral highlights. Anot 


ena Horne, Van Johnson, Tony Mar- | 


dance stager has done a capital job 


Won't Dance.” Miss Bremer as Sally, | 


The imaginative Mi ° ° 
iniature Reviews 
“Till the Clouds Roll By” 
(Musical-Color) (M-G). Jerome 
Kern biopic a surefire mop-up. 


nd the title song 
one of the sev- 
her is the Mem- | 
re Van Johnson 


‘inab Shere, Frank Sinatra and Robt, | gets hotcha in a song-and-dance spe- | “White Tie and Tails” (U). 
Valher. Directed by Richard Whorf. | Cialty with Lucille Bremer in ‘T| Dan Duryea, Ella Raines, Wil- 
tors Gu Bolton; adapted by George 

! 


k 

he 

nig Garland, Kathryn Grayson, Van Hef- phis cafe scene whe 
\ 

‘\ 

) 





7 sreenplay, Myles Connolly and | the willful daughter of Van Heflin, oo — heaps eer tamed 
€; Holloway musical direction, Lennie = ' that should do okay 
n; orchestration, Conrad Salinger; | Whom Kern has watched and loved “Matter of Life and Death” 
Kay Thompson; Judy Garl from childhoom, supplies the sole Bie : 
) Vincente Minnell major struggle in the plot While (GFD). British-made with David 
/ rn ery ee believable that a girl working in Nivel Raymond Massey, re- 
_ \ Ww pra n i deville ana niteries titled Stairway lo Heaven” 
ei hiacal ( dge Pinkertons so long for U. § 
: 120 MENS , . t : ‘ tC tne tory “The Devil's Hand” (French). 
J ( 1 y does it : Pierre Fresnay’s presence fails 
1 . , Hi me , pane to save this French-made horror 
seitaiie the film 
| ] W e the 
\ te ly n : é to! 
y ‘ Ml Rreme I r SE¢ vy. Rest of the pl 
! t { Is alumna of |iS given over to Duryea and Miss 
“i 2 caba N.Y.) nitery recre- | Raines trying to make good the debt 
K i i , pa ‘ ife saga in a before the master returns and finds 
Din the paintings missing But it all 
} \ cave It to Jane Ss a standout op- turns out okay 
Ars nity for June Allvson who } its Duryea doe 1 mice }Ob as the but- 
Ray MeD ) high mark personally with every. | /¢% With his suave manners and soft 
I | Chartess hing e does here. Miss Garland’s | VOlCe 8iving him a_nice background 
ver ¢ Look for the Silver Lining” in the | f0F the role. Miss Raines gives him 
Sally equence is socko. and she | 890d Support as his vis-a-vis. It’s 
S epeats in “Sunny” with “Who.” William Bendix, though, as the 
Mi Shore again with “Last Tim tough but soft-hearted gambler who 
. H I Sa Pari: Kathryn Grayson with | COPS the honoi walking away with 
Y Long Ago (And Far Away Vir- | @bout every scene he’s in. Frank 
' Gra nia O’Brien with “Fine Ron e”: Jenks shines in a pporting role as 
t Tony Martin's “All the Thines You the chauffeur and ace crap-shooter 
T ileb Pet Art Lena Horne’s click, “Why Was of Duryea ousehold. Rest of the 
: Bruce ( n&/T Born”, and Sinatra's cappit Oo] | cast_is competent. — 
‘ on M River’—each done in the best : roducer mowara Senedict has 
| 1 or Culve City production § tradition mounted the film on some Ostenta- 
Bremer make for eye-appealing. ‘audience- tee BESS, including a couple of 
As se arresting, surefire production Ext a = a gambling club. 
forne In effect eacn uccessive bit and a eae oe are sometimes 
M n number is a nostalgic cavalcade of weit "Chasis te to the untrained 
readers. decane Ge cca at cot e: a o les _Van Enger’s- camera 
With a cast that reads like Metro’s | theatre intimate musicals (Com- nt vd ~ "7 editor Ray Snyder 
} ; - : : seer : ; at 1 ates a nod for helping achieve the 
con ( and the immortal ! stock & Elliott's Bolton-Thompson- | film’s rap 1 ace by . : 
Jerome xe clodies for the set- | Kern cals) through the Victor icesaiialts oe a ad gaaeinnte. at 
tir they could musicalize Lindy s|Herbert era, into the Ziegfeldian time ee, a i 
a Se ae ae th pone ge — ofligacy And Metro. not to be — : waste 
¥ f as it is With sturdier values, | outdons makes a th) pines aiwicsio 
“Till the Clouds Roll By” is surefire | with elephant la li ve bert A Matter of Life and 
f fare anywhere It'll mop Up. thing for the "S ly” sequence Death 
¢ entrant in the current Of the cast, Rebert Walker | (‘Stairway to Heaven’) 
=e ogs based on fameq'| is completely sympathetic as Kern, (BRITISH-MADE) 
songwriters’ careers, its boxoffice and Heflin is potent as Hessler. Joan (Color) 
appeal now becomes a_matter co Ta ot Wells stands out as Sally (child) and London, Noy, 1 
periative relativity, b apeny cor ate Lucille Bremer’s adult Sally is like- General Film Distributors release of 
the themes and subjects are natura S.| wise effective. Paul Langton does | Archers film. Stars David Niven, Roget 
If the masses didn’t know or Care} y,¢) ie. gece _ ‘ S| Livesey, Raymond Massey; features Kim 
og o— textar. Cots |} well by his role as Oscar Hammer-| Hunter’ Marius Gorinn Written 
mut h about Kern, orter, onan, | stein 2d. Kern's collaborator: Doro- | and 4 he ry “ S , ne ’ ritter produced 
Gershwin, Bayes-Norworth, Jolson | thy patrick on as the at Reais Soe en ee ee 
and others in the past, they certainly | maf t] 1¢ ig h as Mrs. Kern; 5 gy ‘ ¥ — —— bs begge 
know their works and the songs with r ” _ Mey are compete nt bits | Allan ‘Gray; spe ial wien ts ‘Sanaien Woole 
which they're identified. Under skill- ct as Paul Maxey s Victor Her- |sey and Her ry Werris. At Empire Run- 
ful Hollywood projection these musi- | ert, Harry Hayden as Frohman, | ning time, 104 MINS, * 
cal cavaleades take on plus values et al. ee prmtaeg David Niven 
which are surefire for any picture Considering the weightiness of the | Bop. 2 sears Pee 
customer. Slicked up in lush Techni- | Mate! lal all artificers have done} an Angel .... 2... Ki thioen Syren 
color and given lavish production handsomely by themselves. That| English Pilot ...... Richard Attenborough 
values, as here, how can it miss?| 80es for director Richard Whorf, | American Pilot ...... Honar Colleano 
Especially with Sinatra, Garland, | producer Arthur Freed (who cer- | Chiet moerean Kas tedioee se Joun Maude 
Johnson, Shore, Walker, Grayson and tainly stretched the elastic on Me-| enkan —y Baath ee eae oeoer Ray bene 
others on the marquee? tro’s bankroll); the Technicolor, and | Viear ccecccscseesRobert Atkins 
Why quibble about the story? It’s all the rest of it. And certainly in | DT Gaertler ..cceeceeeeeseee: Bob Roberts 
notable that the Kern saga reminds|a musical cavalcade of this nature “ tet hg teeeccoece Edwin Max 
of the current Cole Porter (“Night | the downbeat and orchestration de- ent eae paige: ° ie aa 
and Day”) release—both apparently | partment had to be in expert hands. pe eeoeeses-.. Abraham Sofaer 
enjoyed a monotonously successful | ‘ nd Lennie Hayton, Conrad Salinger | Abraham Farlan Raymond Massey 
life. No early-life struggles, no frus- | 4nd Kay Thompson deliver handily | ——--— 
trations, nothing but an uninterrupted | 0M that count. Abel. Greatest boxoffice asset of this 


string of Broadway and West End 
show success. Nearest thing to tra- | 
vail is Kern’s contretemps with turn- 


Universal 





White Tie and Tails 


— | picture is the fact that it was chosen 
|for first Royal Command Film per- 
formance in this country, recogni- 


of-the- century Broadway impresario | ppaguetion. Stare Dz spurs ae tion equivalent here to six Oscars. 
Charles Frohman, who was appalr-| William Bendix: features Richard Gaines. | Even so, it may leave many folk 
ently a rabid Anglophile—“no good | Frank Jenks, Donald Curtis. Directed by | cold) and bewildered. Will need 
songsmith in America; the only good Both os ree ae nplay, Lertram | special bally in spite of marquee 
ones come from Europe.” at 8." San Kien cua ce voltage. Determination of executives 

This chases Kern to London where cam (Charles Vat Enge r: editor, Ray | here to have a home-made film 
one of his earlier tunes, “How d You Snyder score, Milton Rosen. At Loew's | for the great occasion narrowed field 
Like to Spoon With Me,” gets inter- | 2° MENS Y.. Nov. 7, ‘46. Running time, | considerably, but many good judges 
polated into a London musical. Froh- Shee ay: nee Dan Durves | Will wonder if this film really rep- 
man going down on the Lusitania is itasie Bradford...’ Ella Raines {resents British industry at its best. 
used as a springboard for a fictional Larry Lundie ..William Bendix | Looks definite U. S. entry but will 
episode that Kern luckily missed | Archer... .............00e. Riehard Gaines | need special sellir American 
that ill-fated liner when he and his | Mrs PstI MOM. oc eeeeeees --..Barbara Brown lease title: “St: i _ to He: a ia 
arranger-confidante sought to board |.) es KML. eeseeees Clarence Kolb Lik 7 e: h aE way oO teave n.” 
the same boat and chase the capri- | Geopce siatitinaial chair sis hea ca sah Donald Curtis | ike other t owell-F ressburger 
N€ ee ee ee | ORO so 594+ 8889 bhi hesiem ve Frank Jenks | pictures, the striving to appear in- 
cious Frohman to London. Mr. Prradford. «. oi seca. Samuel 8, Hinds! a, ' 

Van Heflin plays Jim Hessler, the | Mr lestiuer. ce... eee. ' lohn Miljan tellectual is much too apparent. And 
arranger-composer-confidante, whose Bin i Wiss nina William Trenk | even American audiences will find 
life story parallels Kern’s in a Da- | V2!!! levtimer......sseeeeees Scotty Beckett | their usual anti-British barbs too 
mon-and-Pythias plot. (Some real- | ¢ynihia Bradter " sii Alhpin |obvious. Less desire to exhibit al- 
life counterpart may be the veteran | \irei loan Fulton |leged learning, and more humanity 


arranger. Frank Sadler). a 


| would have resulted in a more popu- 


In London he meets Eva (Mrs. “White Tie and Tails” is an un- jlar offering. The Powell and Press- 
Kern). sympathetically played by pretentious little picture, compound- | burger team must learn that their 
Dorothy Patrick. And the rest of the |ed of a good cast, amusing but un- characters should not merely be 
story is virtually a success-story | believable story and top direction mouthpieces for their theories, but 
flashback. Picture actually opens! that will please those who see it, also living subjects for love and 
with “Show Boat,” a 1927 whamm0. | Film still lacks. nonetheless. the re- | Pity. 

There is virtually a tabloid version | quirements for top “A” playing time For the first 10 minutes, apart 
of that operetta utilized for the) but will do okay in most other situa- from some pretentious poppycock, 


opener, a play-within-a-play, depict- | tions. 
ing Bill Halligan as Cap’n Andy; Much of whatever 
Tony Martin as Ravenal; Kathryn 


’ ‘ piles up will have to be attributed 
Grayson as Magnolia; Virginia)to the fine screenplay adaptation by 


the picture looks like living up to its 
boosting. This is real cinema, then 
action gives way to talk, some of it 
flat and dreary. Story is set in this 


success the film 


O'Brien as Ellie; Lena Horne as! Bertram Millhauser of a story by world ‘(graced with Technicolor), 
Julie: Caleb Peterson as Joe; and|Rufus King and Charles Beahan. | and the Other World (relegated to 
Bruce Cowling as Steve. It’s not just} Plot is almost a direct throwback | dyemonochrome) as it exists in the 


a case of just one song being done |to the Cinderella-type fairytales and 


mind of an airman whose imagina- 


but. following the opening chorus,! it wouldn't have been too far amiss | tion has been affected by concus- 
Martin and Miss Grayson duet to fade it in with one of the char- | sion. Returning from a bomber ex- 
“Only Make Believe”; Lena Horne | acters reciting “Once upon a-time.” | pedition, Squadron -Leader David 
renders “Can't Help Lovin’ Dat|Sparked by the subtle directorial | Niven is shot up. Last of the crew, 
Man”: and Caleb Peterson clicks | touches of Charles T. Barton, the | minus a _ parachute, and believing 
with “Ol’ Man River.” Cast gets the most out of the situa- | the end is inevitable, before bailing 


Following the Ziegfeld produc- 


ing Kern ‘(Robert Walker) pensively 


gravitates to a_ side-street, detour- | capism, but good. lously Niven falls into the sea, is | 
ing from the Waldorf where there Story has Dan Duryea, in a role | Washed ashore apparently unhurt, 
is the usual opening night success | far removed from his usual sneering ;@nd by strange coincidence meets 
party, and in flashback memory | gangster parts. as the impeccable | Kim. They fall desperately in love. 

there unfolds almost the major por-|butier of a wealthy family. He sets Meanwhile in the Other World 
tion of the ensuing two hours’ film.|out to play a “real gentleman” for | there’s much bother. Owing to de- 
How his “Ka-Lu-A” was his first|10 days while the family vacations |linquency of Heavenly Conductor 


struggling hit; thence “Spoon,” fol-|in Florida and. by 


Aowed by such specialties as Dinah | Raines, daughter of another wealthy 


tion comedy involved and the whole 
tion’s debut, the handsomely gray-/| thing winds up on a “all lived hap- 
pily ever after” note. 


|out talks poetry and love over the 
‘radio to Kim Hunter, American 


It's sheer es- | WAC on nearby air station. Miracu- 


falling for Ella | Marius Goring, Niven has failed to 


check in, and Goring is despatched 


Shore's “They Didn't Believe Me,” | family. gets mixed up with a bunch |to this world to persuade Niven to 


Miss Shore doubling as Julia San- | of racketeer gamble 
derson. 

June Allyson and Ray McDonald's} play the big shot. h 
“Till the Clouds Roil By” is an ex-/ for the debt and the 
cellent staging by Robert Alton, 
whose work incidentally is the high-' priceless paintings f: 


‘s to whom Miss 
| Raines’ sister owes 100G. 


|take his rightful place and balance 
Trying to | the heavenly books. In his hailuci- 
e signs a check | nations, Niven alone see< Goring, 
gang chief, Wil- | argues with him, but though willing 


liam Bendix. then takes a couple of | to die 24 hours ago. he now refuses 


om his master’s 'to go to the Other World because he 


is in love with Kim. He gets per- 
mission to appeal in the High Court 
on the grounds that during “bor- 
rowed time” in this world, through 
inefficiency of Conductor, he fell in 


love. As defending counsel Niven 
can choose anybody from Plato to 
Lincoln, from Henry VIII to 


Madame Du Barry . Prosecuting 
counsel is Abraham Farlan (Ray- 
mond Massey), first American to die 
from an English bullet in the War of 
| Independence. 





Roger Livesey, diagnosing Niven’s 
ucination orders immediate 
rain operation, and climax comes 
vhen Livesey ‘oing for ambulance, 
killed, and Niven. undergoing the 
Operation, lImMagxzines Livesey as 
Counsel for Defens« High Court. 
So, while irgeon fight for Niven’s 
fe ! world Livesey battles 
fo t wn Othe There S nuch 
eaningel e1oquence, much talk 
about no nation having any love fol 
Britain, but Livesey sweeps away 
historical prejudice and makes love 
the issue. The operation is success- 
ful, love triumph 
David Niven, acting with his ac- 
customed charm gives a fine per- 
formance, possible his best to date, 
}and Kim Hunter runs him a close 
race for honors Marius Goring 
makes the most of his effective role, 
and Raymond Massey a trifle ove 
bombastic is in nice contrast to the 
ound solid Roger Livesey 
Obviously experimental ) many 


respects, the designs for the Othe! 


| World are a matter of taste, but with 


Powell, Press- 
Junge could only 
reminiscent of the 
Hollywood Bowl and an exclusive 
celestial night club where 
dish out wings to dead pilots 


all their ingenuity 
burger, and Alfred 
invent a heaven 


hostesses 


Camera 


| dialog 
| minority groups in the U. S. or 


| prevent 


work is good, transition from color 
| to monochrome being expertly 
achieved. Cane. 
> oe 
The Devil's Hand 
(FRENCH-MADE) 
> hee b’ilms elease of \I ‘ 
| neur prod ic irs P | 
‘ tu ‘ i « rT l > 
| by Mau l by 
} J Paul Le Chane i t Du 
‘ \ u \ 1 
\ \ S, ‘4 Running RY MENS, 
) a a ‘ Pierre 1 nay 
} Lrene sat ... Josseline Gael 
i Small Mar oe weer — Palau 
a eer Noel Roquevert 
} Gibelin Guillaume de Sax 
Ro | Sere Andre Varennes 
errr Te Antoine Balpetre 
| Mme Deni ‘ “a Rextiune 
} Perrier ° soe beees Robert Vattier 
Biol | Peeerrrree rere Chamarat 
Le Moine. - : lean Coquelin 
| Musketeer : saccesss MGM Bacque 
| Rifleman....... bade saees Jean Davy 
PEE. dg vewagnedanns ° Douking 
i) 6. SRPPIEPECOT RTL ‘ iene Blancard 
PAIMtePr cccecccceercsecvcses tiarzoni 
BORER cc cccgvcccccccesccess Maree! 
MRSSl. ccs rcececsvece Jean Despeaux 
0) Se re Pierre lLarquey 
(In French; English Titles) 
Pierre Fresnay is (tzirly well 
known in American arty cinemas, 


and the Maurice Tourneur name is 
also familiar, but this combo *does 





not insure topnotch entertainment 
for “The Devil's Hand.” Turned out 
during the Nazi occupation, “Hand” 
is moderate fare for arty and for- 
eign-language theatres. 

Story of a gifted left hand, and 
how it’s handed down from one man 
to another, has been done from hor- 
rific angle. Mystery slants and hair- 
raising sequences, however, are 
smothered in endless passages of 
chatter or loud scenes. Yarn of an 
untalented painter (Fresnay), who 
buys the hand, achieves fame, hap- 
piness and love, ends with the artist 
striving to rid himself of the devil’s 
mitt. This is accomplished only via 
supreme sacrifice. 

Fresnay is only good the 
script and direction permit, which is 
not too good. His performance nearly 
overcomes both. Josseline Gael has 
looks and displays talent as_ his 
sweetheart. Palau gives an excellent 
interpretation of the devil's repre- 
sentative, who's always seeking the 
missing hand. 

Tourneutr’s attention to production 
details is on a higher plane than his 
direction. Jean-Paul Le Chanois’ 
script is one of those things, but 
Roger Dumas’ background music is 
unusually fine. 

Before film can be released in the 
U. S. something will have to be done 
| with the print, one used at this pre- 
| view being jerky and buckling on a 
|/number of occasions. Wear. 


New Foreign Films 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 


as as 











“Brollopet Pa Sole” (‘Wedding at Sun 
Island’) (SWEDISH). Sandrew- Bauman 
release of Monark Film production: stars 
Adolf Jahr: features Rut Holm, Sige Britt« 
Carlsson, Sven Magnusson, Emy Hagman, 
Sten Lindgren; directed by Ivar Johansson: 
| screenplay, Ivar Johansson and Eric lLunde- 
| gard; camera, Erie Blomberg: reviewed in 
| Stockholm. Running time, 88 MINS, 


| 
| 





|_ Adolf Jahr, once the Swedish Errol 
|Flynn, is a strong film comedian 
|over here. In this film, his first in a 
year, he turns in an excellent per- 
formance. Sig Britt Carlsson, a 
newcomer, shows promise. Story 
concerning the archipelagoes in mid- 
eastern Sweden, should find big ap- 
peal here. Probable chances in 
America appear limited. 

“Mote I Natten” 
(SWEDISH 


lease of 





(“Meeting in 
MADE). Europa 

Ekman production, stars 
| Ekman £ 1} Dahthbeck features, Huge 
' Bjoeine, Eivor Lundstroem, Goesta Ceder- 


Night") 
film re 





llasse 








———— 
lund, Sigge Furst, Ulf Palme, Tord RBeyne 
heim; directed by Ekman; screenpiay, Eke 
man and Torsten Floden; camera, Rerrif 
Palmgren; reviewed in Stockholm. Rune 
ning time, 102 MINS, 

Hasse Ekman is a busy young 


man. Producer, director, writer and 
male star in most of his films, this 
one is tabbed a “non-psychological” 
thriller. Basically the picture’s an 





experiment with something new for 
Sweden, being a mixture of U.S. and 
Swedish. Ekman rates a bow for at- 
tempting something out of the ordin- 











ary. Good acting, direction and 
camera work help this thriller along 
Appeal for U. S. market is rather 
dubious 

: pena hha — | 
| 4 . } 
| Pix Radio Group | 
' 

= Continued from page 1 J 
aaa one 
network execs by the Common 
Council for American Unity. Latter 


outfit, which is sponsored by a‘ long 
of prominent citizens, includ- 
ing showfolk, is bent on erasing the 


roster 


stereotype caricatures in the enter- 
tainment world that help foster in- 
tolerance 

Jacques F. Ferrand, chief of the 


radio and motion picture division of 


the CCAU, reported o1 1) ecent 
return from Hollywood that 
producers, script writers a! actors 
displayed special interest in the 
project. Among them were Hal 
Wallis, Charles Boyer, Frank 
Sinatra, Gregory Peck Vincent 
Price, Marlene Dietrich, John Gar- 
field, Edmund North and the entire 
leadership of the Screen Writers 
Guild. Byron Price and Col. Frank 
McCarthy, MPA toppers on _ the 
Coast, are working out the details 
for the organization of such a re- 
earch group with Ferrand. In ra- 
dio, a group of scripters including 
Norman Corwin, Arnold Huth, Wil- 
liam Robson and others have indi- 
cated their willingness to come 
along. 

Purposes of the advisory council 


would be to furnish 
advice about 


information and 
character and 
national 


settings, 
dealing with or 
for- 
Council would seek to 
misrepresentation of any 
group and encourage films and radio 
programs promoting ideals of toler- 
ance and One World. 

Membership of the council would 
include 


eign peoples. 


besides film and radio pro- 
ducers, actors, writers and techni- 
cians, representatives of foreign 


language press, educators and sociol- 
ogists expert in inter-group relations. 


Labor Strike | 


Continued from page 7 —— 











in a few days. Sorrell wired Casey 
yesterday (11) to effect that “your 
action proves conclusively that your 
interest is not in reaching an early 
settlement but rather in prolonging 
the current dispute. Our contention 
that this is a lockout has been es- 
tablished by your stalling, evasion 
and delay. Wages and hours aiways 
have been and are the basic issue 
between us. Your delaying tactics 
will not weaken our fight but on the 
other hand will only cause us to in- 
tensify our activity for. negotiations 
to achieve contracts and decent 


| wages and hours for all workers in 





| pact. 


the industry.” 

Other phase of the studio labor 
picture, the setting up of an arbi- 
tration contract to handle jurisdic- 
tional disputes without work stop- 
pages, moved along much more 
promisingly over the weekend. 
Joseph D. Deenan, who was offered 
post of impartial chairman to ad- 
minister machinery, met with local 
union leaders and international of- 
ficers to work out form of arbitra- 
tion contract. 

Keenan stated yesterday that he 
believes “there is basis for agree- 
ment so studios can get back into 
full production.” He added clari- 
fication of final contract form had 
to be worked out but was generally 
encouraged concerning general out- 
look for satisfaction all around. As 
to his acceptance of the high post, 
Keenan declared he would know 
more about that in a few days. 

He stresses, though, that the job 
is not his main interest “T am 
more interested in getting this thing 
cleaned up because I believe in any- 
thing that prevents work stoppages. 
The sooner this can be brought 
about, the better it will be for every- 
body.” 

“The conferences so far have had 
some measure of success,’ Keenan 
said. “I find everyone wants to get 
it settled so the job shouldn't be too 
great as long as that feeling pre- 
vails” that Internationals will sup- 
port an arbitration agreement '!s 
more or less a foregone conclusion 
Keenan indicated. “They have al! 
gone on record as favoring such a 
It's just a matter of working 
out the final form,” Keenan said. 
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BERGMAN AND BOB SET NEW CAPITOL RECORD! 


New all-time Sunday record at Capitol, N. Y. where Ingrid Bergman and Robert Montgomery are 
spellbinding the crowds with "Rage In Heaven.” First time in history that a Reprint plays M-G-M’s 


Ace house. Packing them in everywhere! 





* 


RUNAWAY HORSE! 


"Gallant Bess” continues to pay off at every gate! Big opportunity for showmanship! Filmed in 
Action-Cinecolor! A top audience show! 


‘ 45 
¥ Ry 


STARS OVER MUSIC HALL! 


Naturally it is M-G-M which has captured the highly valued Christmas - New Year's booking at Radio 
City Music Hall. “Till The Clouds Roll By” Technicolor Musical of Jerome Kern's life and songs is a 
Big Show for a big Showshop. 13 Top Stars, 13 Top Featured Players, 26 Songs and Numbers! 
Something to look forward to. 


THE yt ARLING 





“THE YEARLING” WORLD PREMIERE! 


M-G-M will shortly make announcement of the most important World Premiere in years. No picture 
in recent film history has had such advance praise. It has already been selected as their Prize Picture 
by Louella Parsons in Cosmopolitan, Thornton Delehanty in Redbook, Jack Moffitt in Esquire, 
Dorothy Kilgallen in Modern Screen and more every day. 





VAN DOES IT AGAIN! 


“No Leave, No Love’ is delighting every Van-fan from Coast to Coast. Van Johnson adds another gay 
musical hit to "Thrill Of A Romance” and “Easy To Wed.” 


6, \ 
Cort 
\8 
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REMINDER FOR THE FUTURE! 


This week we screened an amazing attraction “Lady In The Lake.” It reveals a unique technique in 
screen story-telling, the most startling innovation since talking pictures began! YOU are co-starred 
in the picture with Robert Montgomery and a sterling cast. You'll see what we mean! It’s powerful, 
suspenseful, daring, revolutionary ! 


fe) 
we ; 
5 Ee Voces 2) if 
mS / 


YOU CAN SAY IT AGAIN AND AGAIN! 


The Big Ones Come From M-G-M. The Big Ones Come From M-G-M. The Big Ones Come From 
M.G-M. Ditto! Ditto! Ditto! 
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A Thumbnose Sketch—Gene Buck 











By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





A little over 50 years ago Gene Buck was taken off the assembly line 


in Detroit and delivered to his proud parents. As soon as Gene was born 
ie poverty of his parents attracted his attention. He decided at once to 
elheve their distre He tended to aid them out of his own pocket. but 
found « exan tic that he had no fund pockets, also no pocket 
( 4 ( pocke »O his parents continued to be | r anc 
CQ U } tt Lille poverty for a ralny day (vene was sole é to 
r poverty He ida ce-over-lightly” course through Detroit ol 
lege and n ‘ to ge picture taken with e 9) ating cla 
i e Detroit Dime Savings Bank for $2 a week. The 
ent of the ba figured it wasn’t worth paying out tw ood cKs 
one ad Buck, so Gene resigned upon getting notice By this time he 
I W ow to draw pictures and went to work for a publisher of sheet music 
where he designed scrolls and borders. He got the idea of drawing pic- 
ires On the covers, which up to that time only had scrolls and borders 
He drew over 3.000 cover designs of “Buck” moons and landscapes and 
“Buck” apple orchards The music inside the covers was much better 
than the cover designs o he really started the saying, “Don’t judge a 
book by its cover He ent blind from overwork, recovered his sight 
after months in a darkroom He decided to leave Detroit and figured 
1907 was a good year fi { He came to New York with two bags and 35c 
and he still has the two bags under his eyes He worked for an illus- 
trator f ( f Yor} ted to become ( but 
¢ € ! ot ne eC Y 
worst t} ‘ 
Butter on the Wolf's Tongue 
Everybody becomes a songwriter at least once in his life Anything to 
put butter on the wolf's tongue His first song was, “Daddy Has a Sweet- 


neart 
he went 


and Mother Is Her Name It was 
to illustrating, until one Lillian Lorraine got 
Hammerstein’s and asked Gene for the song He not 


song, but directed her and designed the setting 


thrown out of the “Follies.” so 
back day a date at 


only gave her the 


Lillian was a riot and so 


was the song. She and the song stayed for seven weeks. Then our hero 
was apologized to by Ziegfeld and that started a long and happy associa- 
tion. A great thing for Zieggy and a great thing for many great stars Gene 
helped make famous, such as Will Rogers, W. C. Fields, Eddie Cantor, Ed 
Wynn, Walter Catlett and hundreds of others. He remained with Zieggy 

















Ae 





rayon 





| 17 years, wrote all the opening cho 
| Frisco” and “Sally.” Wrote and pr 
16 editions of the “Midnight Frolic’ 

| the cabaret principle of mingling 

, Sane the playboys of that day to 


| plauding; how to pop colored balloons with lighted cigarets, etc. So 


| see he was an educator besides sh 


| was Gene who knew comedy and comedians. 
Gene became an independent producer in°1926 and produced such shows | 


“Take the Air” 
a big aavance 


as “Yours Truly,” 
Fowler and myself 














tried to throw in stopgaps to hold 
the line until a print could arrive, 
the free-for-all 
sulted in victory for Goldwyn. 
Fereign Market 
Distribution of the backlog of 





color films in reopened foreign marts 





has also hit the snag of a print 
shortage. With Technicolor strug- 
gling to meet the torrent of orders 
for new films, the company has been 
unable to supply distribs with the 
added prints on the older films 
which have been marking time for 
foreign release during the war years. 
Result has been that very few of 
the chromes have made the 
trip overseas. 

Another instance of how shortage 
on tints has affected film distribution 
pelicy is that of the British pic. 
“Henry V.” The film opened in 


postwar 





ber of prints. Pointed out is that for 
extended roadshows each 
requires two prints constantly work- 
ing and a third held in reserve. 

Jam-up on chromes is expected to | 
lighten gradually but no early | 
breaking of the bottleneck in sight. 
While Technicolor is presently push- 
ing construction of a second Coast 
plant, completion will not spell the 
end. of the pinch, company officials 
have said. Meanwhile, Cinecolor’s 
technical improvemefits will mean a 
partial lifting ef the brunt which 
Technicolor is currently carrying al- 
most alone. Other color processes, 
still in the embryo stage, may 
their stint but there’s no relief in 
sight in the immediate future. 





started which re- | 


Boston some six months ago and 
since then has hit only eight 
U. S. cities on a two-a-day road- 
show basis. One of the chief rea- 
sons for the slow release’ sched- 
| ule, J. Arthur Rank execs say, is the | 
inability of securing sufficient num- | 


Situation | 


add | 








ruses and many song hits like “Hello | 
oduced 20 editions of the Follies and 
on the Amsterdam Roof. He invented 
chorus girls with the audience. He 
hammer on the tables instead of ap- 
you 
but it 





Foreign Pix 


oo 


picture, and will handle 
i foreign films. 
| Films, new outfit established by En 
: Bourcourt and Maurice Lev, 
Gene | to import 12 French features pr 
then the a am aay 3 
d since the liberation. Fi: 


owman. Zieggy knew women 


and “Ringside.” He 
rovalty for “Union 


even paid 
De pot,” 


duce 


Continued from page 7 —— 


otner 
Western Hemisphere 


is slat e¢ 


























thing beyond 50% of the budget of 
a picture. The 50% figure up to two 
or three years ago was pretty much 
| standard as the safety point beyond 
| which a bank wouldn't go. Then the 
strong income that films were 
achieving made banks less conserva- 
tive and also brought in competition 


Q partial Lisl of our 


REFRESHMENT CONCESSIONS 


for loans, so that many advances | 
were up to 60% and some even to | 
75%. Highest now is around 60% | 


MICHIGAN STADIUM 
timn none _ Nich 


and that’s infrequent. 

So far, interest rates have not 
' been affected. Many loans during the 
| war were made at the legal limit of 
6°. On good deals, that came down 


to 4% or 4!2%, however, and that | 
situation still prevails. 
Many indie organizations. with 


plenty of wartime coin available for 
financing of a more risky nature 
than a bank will take, came into | 
the field during the past few years 
to grab up loans on a picture be- 
vond those taken by the banks 

the loans which are not paid off | Fae 
until after the banks’ advances are} F: j 

liquidated. There's still considerably | } Bowe QUARTER CENTURY THEATRES 
more of this secondary financing | Rep 

coin available than pre-war, but the | 
last few months have seen a definite 
shrinking. 


R nernesninent 
-10N AiRES 


ouTooo 
conct 


a8 ciTiES 





LMURST BLOG. 





SPORTSERVICE, Inc. 
BUFFALO 2, N.YJ 


sucker read it and decided to vo back to Zieggy to do the 1931 “Follies will be “Clandestine,” story of é 
Meanwhile Victor Herbert, Nath Burkan and hin if tarted ASCAP French Maquis and America 
Gene organized entertainment ! ne vounder ncdrers uring the frst I addition, the first full-] 
World War and the second World War-—and wa lecorated for it feature nroduced ta Palestin: 
He also got Urban to paint his house 1 Great Nec! He is now president Sates Me ebeh at Bitabe and 2, 
of the Catholic Actors Guild and on e board of a the and charity affair: lated to preem in N ' 
Prematively Dignified per under the aegis of S: 
And so, this old-fashione guy became prematurely dignified A gabby craft-Pictures and Idea Films 1 
profane and sentimental old-fashioned guy; his nam: one of the sterling The Great Betrayal.” thi : 
arks of the theatre. Only deaf people never heard of him. He has taken ceninandinies : 
it on the chin so often that he'd be flat on his back if it wasn't for getting | ~ eat den the French and F: 7 
so many kicks in the pants. He has made friendship with Life. Nothing Sins mtneted Diane os - } 
human seems foreign to him. He loves to dig deep in Memory’s Treasure -. erce figures wavenl that a paisa ber 
Chest and slide down the Banisters of Time. He is a verbal mountebank, at il desaiied produced na seslaiee pm : 
speaks like George M. Cohan and Jimmy Walker, only with different words. Periaagetes inion Donenkine Parties! 
His stories are founded on fact. He's a chain smoker, smokes so much his | Ital : a Spain ane Sedans hte cate 
ears are colored like a meerschaum pipe. He used to wear a cap and = U. cs ini iliaarabire pate 
polo coat; he got one peek at me in a cap and quit, but he still has the polo | | beth hee f “ “OQ a, Cit, nu 
coat. I haven't! He is a great family man, loves his two boys, Buddy and | 0°"! ze gee nytt ‘i ee 
Sonny, who have a fine record in World War II. When he is with them | 20U8"t all domestic distrib rig) 
; : ‘ te three Indian films from. pro é 
e grins from heir to hei Gene is a great funeral talker, and none cai egy Air ens 
av sweeter things at a more trying and disconsolate time, He never put a eee 
anybody in his despise-ry He doesn't want you to agree with him, he just 
vants you to say he’s right. He is a frothy, animated, sharply witted old ‘| ; 
fashioned guy, who uses the best disinfecting fluid in the world, the milk | }} Operatic Pix 
of human kindness. He's a guy you like to be with and alli of show busi- |] 
ness wishes he will be with them for a long time to come. This Buck is | ft Continued from page 7 
one buck that knows no inflation! A geed henest Buck! 
' ; - other board membe! includ 
hy > 7 } ’ | 
——— ——— | the peak wartime level. Now they Arthur W. Kelly, forme! a 
| feel much less assurance on_ that Artists veepee, and now saa as 
} Cr ™ » Jos (3 pee Barr 4,,)pendent producer; Lasar_ Kipnis, 
0 or ail point. Contradictory nosedive of the “i ; . 
|| stock market last week following the | 245505 Cousin and former European 
Continued from page5 Qo overwhelming GOP victory was the | P oducer; Henri Leiser, eri = 
gun in U’s ambitious program of latest factor in sobering film in- miei eee iiaassatial 
| Rank films was caused last week by | dustry leaders in general about the "nae ain gy made toy latte: 
he c any’s inability to obtain | future. ee P-seamiceliey a Nira 
ae ees * Latter “ey Production coin is still relatively ge Mg mg, “the ced meg 
j . . - ’ adoff pic be- | easy to come by, but the producer, ; Sal sea se es 
ae eae ee yen, [bir sory, is sre: and hie Telnas | Wil be Dr. Taig Berger, wo wa 
big “bic which could flatten a path | deal must be much closer to im- ile rl Sieielaaaaand in the tT S 
for those behind. It had the added | peccable than formerly, when the | be p+ cl a ont Bag Saved , 
value of free exploitation via a Brit- | tendency was to take a chance, be- | @ 'N. ¥’s Dash of diene 
ish Command Performance under its | ©4USe it really wasn’t much of a| ‘aes ge a Ds - ee a 
original title of “A Matter of Life |chanece anyway. But the upped costs Wi ap? I + - | ye Pagel 
iD sath.” of picturemaking, the uncertain fu- | 'W° aime  vermons 0 ize af / vs 
| teeheenlahe wae Uneide © wandls ture and the strike situation are — aeaes to ™ ted a " 
- e causing every potential loan to get | Usually staged at the Metropolita 
early delivery of a print of Duel great scrutiny In addition to the current showing 
in the Sun”—if he had there hidagese , 50% Average and Up to 60-75% at the 48th street Belmont | of a 
| have been no Astor mixup For his Result is that a bank such as the “Carmen” pie in Spanish, with Nini 
| three-cornered deal with the Astot Guaranty Trust of New York. which | Marshall, the Ambassador on 49th 
Peeagpe are genio we gave him | rormerly figured heavily in film | Street will change to a foreign show- 
the right to bring in “Duel” as the loans, has practically withdrawn | case Nov. 26, its first film being & 
Astor’s next pic, providing —and from the business. Other institutions | French-language “Carmen. Latter 
there woe the rub—he could furnish are still seeking the lucrative film | Stars Viviane Romance and Jean 
|° prim me cme to all the gap left | loans, but it takes a mighty good Marais. 
| eaeeien ae es Pree = setup to get them to advance any- | a= ae ~ 

















ORDER GIFT FRUIT % 


DIRECT FROM ‘THE FLORIDA GROVES BY FAST EXPRESS 
f~ Big - Juicy - Delicious - Tree-Ripened 
“<4 INDIAN RIVER FRUIT 


| : THE REALLY THOUGHTFUL GIFT — EVEN FOR 
| i sTHOSE WHO HAVE “EVERYTHING”. WE'LL 
! 























ENCLOSE YOUR CARD OR PERSONAL GREETING 


3 Ne. 1 SPECIAL DELUXE PACK (90 Ibs.) 
<4 Full crate of the world’s finest Grapefruit, 
Oranges, Tangerines, Pecan Halves, Tropical 
Jellies and Preserves, Citrus Candy, Orange 
»4 Blossom Honey. Beautifully decorated $18.50 
M No. 2 SPECIAL DELUXE PACK (45 Ibs.) 
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| Indie Coin | 


















=== Continued from page 3 — 

partially because of generally sky- 
rocketing costs—increased so 
| during the time the picture was in 
| the making. As a result, the banks 
advanced more than a million dol- 
lars to Selznick beyond their orig- 
inal commitment of about $2,000,000. 
Six months or a year ago. the 
| Moneymen appeared to have little 
doubt that b.o. take would continue 


re eee eee 


much | 
















Half crate, assorted same as above $10.00 
No. 2 FULL CRATE (90 ibs.) 

Large Oranges, Grapefruit, or Ass’t....... $11.50 
No. 4 HALF a (45 Ibs.) 

_—. pack as " $6.00 
Ne. sHUSHEL CASKET (55 Ibs.) 

Some pack as No. 3 $7.00 


Ne. 6 SPECIAL BUSHEL BASKET (55 Ibs.) 
Special pock Oranges, Grapefruit, Tangerines, 
one jor each Citrus preserves and Orange 
Blossom Honey. Nicely decorated with Kum- 
quat trims $9.00 
Ne. 7 "'S MONTHER' Subscription 
Full crote each month for 5 months. No. } in 
Dec., No. 3 in Jan., Feb., March, April. 
SPECIAL $50.00 
Me. 8 ‘'3 MONTHER'’ Subscription 


CHARGES 
"REPAID 
tos! of Mississipp: Riv 


‘ 


WIGWAM GROVES f sription 
Ne. 1 in Dec., Ne. 3 in Jan., n Fe 

314 INDIAN RIVER CITY, FLORIDA SPECIAL $30.00 

hag peace aastme td nee lipne hay Express Prepaid (West of Miss. River add 10%); 
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ERT CUMMINGS © 


vity MICHELE MORGAN 


STEVE COCHRAN 


and PETER LORRE 


Seymour Nebenzal presents 


ROBERT CUMMINGS i. TRE CWAsSE with MICHELE MORGAN - STEVE COCHRAN 
and PETER LORRE - Screenplay by Phillip Yordan - Directed by Arthur Ripley...im the tradition of 


4a 
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pstate Drive-Ins Have Boom Year 
ith New Ones Mulled; Xchange News 


Albany. | PRC, is now at Principal Film Ex- 
As Albany area drive-in theatres | change 
go dark, 1946 season is being checked Paramount exchange employees re- 
off the most prosperous in cently formed the Talon Club, with 
ory Two in the mediate regio John Kane, Paramount shipper, as 
¢ Auto-V lo! ana tne Saratog prexy. 
had big imme! A third, the Mo Harry Lebko replaced at Capit 
hawk. also did well Mot vk and | bv Ralph Cohen as salesmat Coher 
Sarat are jointly operated by | was formerly with the Morris Wa 
Fa Theatres ana Hal il Circuit : 
rhe , Harry Schwartzz is now managing 
J He ne i athe H he Cay i San Venu forme! 
Try opened Drive-In ne B : - now at tne Broadwa} 
ic } t Aug { iC JACK Feldman, Vv nie as 
H: vy Lamont had two suecc l terea other business 
Drive-Ins this yeal One, is at Le s . 
Last July, Lamont built another o1 Reno Competition 
the Glens Falls-Lake George Roa Reno. Nev 
He may construct a third one in the Construction of another first-run 
Poughkeepsie area next yeal tre in Reno. which now sees only 
The Kallet Circuit, whict é Ims shown by e T & D. Jr.. chain 
a large Drive-In near Syrac¢ t is being held up while the Civilian 
Spring s scheduled to ada ‘ Production Administration acts on a 
in the | ( le oO! 947 pe t for remodeling. The Western 
\ is. Co., which has houses in Cali 
Par Club's Dramatic Society ol 1 Oregol ntends to put up 
} ount Pictures Cl the new theatre. — 
yas et x ‘ At present, the T & D, J1 chair 
egg Reps egy ees wr ywns and operates the only fou 
first of its type backed by a f1iM theatres in Reno, only one of which 
compan) Group has initial mem-| cjows frst runs 
bership of 90. ane chairman Ire ~ In addition to the four. theatres in 
F. Scott of Par’s legal division and pig T & D operates a small house 
Pau! S. Nathan, assistant play editor nearby _ Sparks 
co-chairman. Professional direction . 
] be ladle yene O'Don- 
ne be "ie rr" of Lilien Setiaen s Alabama Theatres Buys One 
new play, “Another Part of the es Montgomery, Ala. 
Forest.” _ Alabama Theatres, Inc., one of 
a largest theatre ehains in state. an- 
, nounced purchase of Charles Thea- 
PRC Change in Denver tre, an " tcumagion house here 
Denver owned by Charlie Rook. It was 
A. G. Edwards, PRC salesman. and built about five years ago. Alabama 
Frank Sheffield, booker, trade jobs.' Theatres will take over at once. 
Ted Halmi, former Orpheum pub- Circuit sold its Tivoli theatre here 
licity chief, back in Denver! after to Foreman Rogers, operator of Ma- 
resigning job with Sterling Theatres, | con theatre, Tuskegee. Cecil Brown, 
Seattle. Joins Denver Adv. Co., | present manager of. Paramount 
(silk sereen), which he formerly | theatre here, takes charge at Charles, 
owned. with Hardy Kent moving into 
Fred Brown, UA salesman, back Brown's old job Ralph Mann, 
on job after second operation. former Alabama Theatres’ manager. 
Mr. and Mrs. John Wolfberg ‘he is named by Rogers to manage the 
Broadway manager) parents of new Tivoli. 
baby girl, Nancy Adair. — 
Nadine Kaselnova closes East. Albany Moves 
Trinidad, Colo. Lost location to next Albany. 
door store for expansion. Readying Welden Waters, 20th-Fox man- 
new Uptown for early opening ager here, heads the amusements 
Philip Fidel hopes to open his new | committee of local Community 
E) Rio, Espanola, N. M., this month. Chest campaign. C. J. Latta. upstate 
= zone manager for Warner theatres. 
WB Philly Theatres’ Radio Tieup is theatres chairman and a director 


Philadelphia. 

Warner Bros. Philadelphia theatres 
are cooperating with WFIL in their 
weekly “Campus Quiz” shows. held 
between two high school teams with 
the broadcasting originating in Stan- 
ley-Warner theatre nearest the high 
schools. 

Frank Hammerman, formerly with 





of the Chest. 
eral manager 
serves as radio chairman. 
William FE. Featherly, 
cently owner of Uptown 
Rensselaer, is manager of the 
opened Colonial here. House 
been shut down by fire since 
ruary, 


Harold E. Smith, gen- 


until re 


of WOKO and WABY. 


theatre, 

re- 

had 
Feb- 








New York Theatres 














Bette DAVIS, Paul HENREID 
Claude RAINS 
in WARNER BROS. HIT 


“DECEPTION”’ 


Directed by Irving Rapper 
Produced by Henry Bianke 


Broodway at HOLLYWOOD 


5ist Street 








JOHN GARFIELD 
GERALDINE FITZGERALD 


In Warner Bros. Hit 


“NOBODY LIVES FOREVER" 


with 


Walter BRENNAN- Faye EMERSON 


1 Person 


LIONEL HAMPTON 


and His Orchestra—VPlus 


Red and Curley The Chocolateers 


STRAND, B'way at 47th St. 
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MUSIC HALL 
“THE JOLSON 
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; ~ Serious Pix | 
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ene 
market to respect us, then we must 
respect the world market Tastes 
of the people in foreign countries 
are definitely changing because of 
the hardships the people underwent 
dur the war and theyre now de 
anaing nore adult and more seri 
ou pict < 

Wanger said he would advise the 
top execs of all U. S. companies to 
go abroad and tud ( ia ( for 

r é ¢ ida v t l 1 it 
wa r ev IST wi these 
changes he public staste fo! 
filmfare n ! ean to then The 
Britis} are pioneering in many 
imaginative and_ serious films he 
said. “It would do us well to study 
them.” 

Wanger’s warning echoed that 
brought back to the U. S. by several 
other top American industry execs 
Murray Silverstone, 20th-Fox Inter- 
natio! prexy carried back a raft 
of statistics gathered by reps of the 
Gaumor British chain, n which 
20th has a large holding, showing 
the terrific inroads British pix were 
making on British screens to the 
detriment of American’ earnings 
Silverstone, however, drew no such 
dire implications from the fact as 
did Wanger 

Richard de Rochemont, March of 
Time producer, stirred up a minor | 
tempest on his return from Europe 
recently by charging that the “light” 
films being served European audi- 
ences were giving Europeans a dis- 
torted notion of the VU. S. and| 
(American people. De Rochemont 


aiso called for a change 
of pictures produced. 


in the type 


LS 


Inside Stut—Pictures 


Audience Research Institute, testing ad campaigns for Columbia on “) 


i P 


Jolson Story,” discovered that diametrically opposite appeals sold the fi});) 
in cities of over 500,000 population as against smaller cities. In the big 
towns, especially New York, potential audiences were attracted by sules 
appeal based on the fact they'd see a picture about Al Jolson. In the 
smaller spots people didn’t care at all about Jolson, but were attracted by 
the idea of seeing “the best numbers out of 17 Broadway shows.” Metro- 
politan centers, where legit musicals are no novelty, found no attraction at 
all in the “best from 17 shows” campaign 

Five titles were tested before the final one was selected They vere 
Minstrel Man The Al Jolson Story,” “The Story of Al Jolson The 
Story of Jolsor and The Jolson Story.” There was no doubt about the 
results Labels beginnu with “The Story of apparently because 
they made the picture seem purely a biography, had a definitely nevative 
pulling powen vhile the others had various degrees of draw, the one 
chosen it iliv being the winne) On the other hand, Samuel Goldwyn 
during the pas eel imped ARI title check which favored “] Wake 
Up Dreaming” over James Thurber’s original tag for his yarn, “The Secret 
Life of Walter Mitty Thurber fans brought such pressure on the Gold- 
wyn office, the producer tossed over the ARI findings 

Suggested way of cutting down vandalism and bad manners of kids i: 
theatres. problem which has been plaguing exhibs, is presented in the 
current Motion Picture Letter, issued by the Public Information Committee 
of the Motion Picture Industry PIC letter discloses that a teacher of 
composition at a junior high school in Brooklyn helped the juvenile be- 
havior problem by having his classes write an essay on theatre eonduct 
Idea appears to be a good bet for exhibs to push locally If the moppets 
g0 Out and act in accordance with the high-minded precepts they lav down 
in their essavs. troubles of house operators as far as these particular } 
are concerned are at an end 

Suit for $300,006 against March of Time by Hans Engebrigtsen, Norwe- 
Zian airman, was discontinued in N. Y. federal court last week. Enve- 
brigtsen had complained that MOT, in a 1941 release about Greenland, 


pictured him as 
out-of-court 


a Nazi 
settlement was made. 


Abe Schneider purchased 11,018 
Sept. 11-Oct. 18 period last reported 
sion. It had been previously stated 
actually sold was warrants which per 








DOS- Enterprise 











L___ Continued from page5 = . ; | 
= EE = pas ae continued from page 5 ———! 
| A. a. B | b deal.could be worked out. It appears Maurer to play “Strange Women” 
a a an | likely, too, that Charles Chaplin and : z 
1 tind th aE because he'd have ro other preduct 
Conti a tes 5 Mary Pickford, the two remaining : 
ontinue m pase a owners of UA. with DOS's depar- when the “Cleo” print was lifted. 
Balaban at his Roxy theatre head- | ture, would be in the market for a “Woman” was planned as a step- 
quarters on Monday (11) where he | third partner, especially one which gap to keep the house available for 
showed them plans for the theatre's | is such an active producer. Selznick’s “Duel in the Sun” when 
new ice-presentation-variety show [ Curiously, one of the things that | * fie , 4 ; 
policy (the ice idea probably won't | has been holding up the Enterprise a print was obtained from Techni- 
be ready before Easter) plus the set- | deal with UA was the recent agree- | color. DOS hoped to have one be- 
up for the “Razor's Edge” preem.|ment among parties to the forth- | fore Dec. 24 and thus get the ad- 
: > le : ; F- re . *t decree that : 

Adds $10,000 Per Weekend coming Federal — eae adst . vantage of the Christmas week pliy- 
With production costs spinning up- | there could be only one roadshow inn tie Giabderen teen bee look 
ards alaban feels str sly ¥ ‘ture from each ct any during|. °*° . . - 

wards, Balaban feel: _ strongly that ange from ea ‘ —— : UA _. | ing ahead to the same advantage for 
the exhibition end of the business | any 12-month period. Since WES | vitest Years”~—and thus the bottle 
must give strong support to Holly- | already committe d to give such han- 

wood in carrying the burden of in- | dling to “Duel,” there appeared to How’s Your Replevin? 
creased expenditures. | be no room, unless special court dis- UA last Wednesday got its writ 

The support that Balaban stresses | pensation was received for road- of replevin, which means that the 
,;was manifested three Saturdays | \showing Ent’s “Arch of riumph, sheriff is supposed to take into cus- 
ago when “Margie” first opened. | @ policy on which Loew and Einfeld |tody the item replevined. Gold- 
Immediately he hiked the Saturday- | had decided. That problem is obvi- | wyn, however, pulled a quickie by 
Sunday scale 25e, to $1.50 from 3 p.m. | ously now eliminated. : rushing in and getting a re-replevin, 
| Saturdays and 1 p.m. on Sundays. If Ent should come into UA aS which was obtained by putting up a 
| With two holidays included, that |owners, it possibly could be in @ | $50,000 bond in behalf of the Astor, 
| represents 10 days of “Margie” busi- | | deal similar to that which Selznick guaranteeing that the print would 
| ness at the upped scale, representing | 20t. He was given equal manage- | not be stolen or damaged. There- 
$5,000 additional business a day, or | ment power with the other two upon the sheriff took the film into 
a gravy 50G on the engagement. , owners, but was to receive his stock “custody” via the process of station- 
| Balaban’s New City, N. Y., estate, | only after he had delivered 10 pic- jing two deputies in the Astor beeth, 
bordering on Adolph Zukor’s prop-|ture “units.” A film with the DOS | who “guarded” the print as it ran 
erty, includes a 7-room main house |!#bel counted two units and one with | through the projectors 

jf > gue , 5@ ithe lower-budgeted Vanguard label : < : 

with three guest cottages on the; the i Peat ; Such action being admittedly un- 
grounds. These are for the three |one unit. Selznick was to get half} , - ad 

de . | usual, it sent George Raftery, ef 

Balaban children, giving each pri- | the stock when he delivered five 7 a . 

: e 5 ; ; O’Brien, Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler, 
vacy “in the European tradition.” | Units and the other half when he “ine egg — . 

Says the showman, “but if they w: delivered 10 diving into his law books on behalf 
{ «i — -ae 3 rey ae cede ; . —_ of UA. Thus, he went into court 
| to come over to the main house and Philly Lawyer’s Opinion “a 

visit that’s all right too.” Split with Selznick came as a Friday (8) for the mandamus to 
sie —— 9 & 0. = igi force the sheriff to cease the Astor 











Paramount's 


“TWO YEARS 
BEFORE THE MAST" 


Starring 
ALAN LADD e@ BK!IAN DONLEVY 
WILLIAM BENDIX 
BARRY FITZGERALD 


RIVOLI, Broadway at 49th Street 




















Ex-‘B’ Scripters 


Continued from page 4 








fleshpots in the future for steady 
documentary employment now.” 
Government expects to hire some 








EANNE CRAtN as 


“MARGIE” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 


Plus on Stage — Frances Langterd Jon Hall 
Carl Ravazza Hirmonica Rascals 
Extra! AL BERNIE 
ROXY “xi:." 

5Oth St 





re Be BERLINS 


ph UE p SKIES, 










in n Technicolor 


~ BING CROSBY 


plus DEAN MURPH 
THE LANwe BROS. 


Pxtra/ 


THE KING COLE 


ION IGHT 
wiGeny 


J. Arthur Rank Presents 


REX HARRISON 
LILLE! PALMER 


TOGETHER IN 


““NOTORIOUS 
GENTLEMAN” 


WINTER 


B way at 50th 


Deers Open 
8 A.M. to 
3 A.M, 


rtatuee 


. | coming 


. | den said, 


of these writers for its expanded 
program of cultural pix in the com- 
, ing year, MacFadden said. Others 
| would find salvation by hooking to 
documentary and industrial pix stu- 
| dios on the Coast, he added, point- 
ing out that number of such outfits 
had climbed to five times pre-war 
total. 

While in Hollywood, MacFadden 
huddled with major company execs 
| to win production of features paral- 
leling the State Dept.’s overseas 
policy. Several of the companies, 
he said, had agreed to produce films 


which would dovetail with the 
Government's informational drive 
abroad. Same time, State Dept. 


exec inked deals with a group of 
doc::mentary studios for production 
of pix to be distributed by it. 

“Taken on for’ two pix was 
| Chertok’s Apex Films. Pacts were 
| also closed by MacFadden with All- 
scove Pictures for a brace of films 
and California Commercial Film for 
a solo. Eight other firms, MacFad- 
had made offers to handle 
| Government pix. All in all, Coast 
| studies will turn out some 20-30 
|State De pt. documentaries in the 
year. 





Jack 





Withdrawal of the 


shares 


suit apparently meant that an 


of Columbia stock during the 
by the Securities Exchange Commis- 
that he sold the stock, but what he 


mitted him to buy the commen shares 








Lose At Astor | 








| surprise, though it has been learned 
i} that the board has been discussing 
|such a move for months and re- 
cently assigned Isaac Pennypacker, 
Philly attorney, who represents Miss 
Pickford on the directorate, to pre- 
pare a report on the situation. Pen- 
nypacker’s findings recommended 


to the Coast by UA prexy Edward C. 
Raftery last week. 

There had long been contention 
between Selznick and Chaplin—and 
a suit is actually pending in the 
courts now—over the matter which 
caused the final break. That was 
Selznick’s selling of picture setups 
(story, star, director) to other com- 
panies for percentages of the profits. 
Inasmuch as UA laaned him $200,000 
to buy screen rights to “Song of 
Bernadette,” “Keys to the Kingdom,” 
and other properties, Chaplin 
that UA should prefit in the coin he 
received when he sold them to 20th- 
Fox. Somewhat similar deal is un- 
derstood to have been made with 
RKO on “Notorious” and that may 
have been the final straw. 

UA execs in 
maintained that Selznick’s departure 
and the loss of “Duel” will mean 
nothing to the company financially, 
since Selznick had such favorable 
terms, UA got very little in the way 


of distribution fees for his high- 
grossers. Selznick came into the 
company in 1941, with stock out of 


the pool made up when Goldwyn 
and Alexander Korda left the outfit 





and Douglas Fairbanks died. 


the break, and his report was taken | 


felt | 


New York.yesterday | 


| booth custodial service and actually 

put “Cleo” back in her can. Court 
| had to take that one under advise- 
ment and inasmuch as Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday were judicial 
holidays, and the sheriff had yester- 
day to think up an answer, Justice 
Aaron J. Levy of the New York 
| State Supreme Court couldn't pro- 
| vide the payoff to the $6,000 ques- 
tion before today. 

Meantime, “Cleo” kept grinding— 
although a bit lonesomely with only 
$15,000 worth of spectators visiting 
during the week, 10th in the house 
(Pic did better than $50,000 
stanza earlier in the engagement.) 
Maurer didn’t mind too much be- 
cause he was getting his $1,000 a day 
minimum and the J. Arthur Rank 
staff, in the role of interested side- 
line spectator to the shenanigans. |e- 
gal and otherwise, was much pleased 
| because its “Cleo” was still earning 
rentals, little as they were. well 
after the print would ordinarily 
have been on its way into the sub- 
sequents. 

Should there be no further court- 
| room grappling, “Duel” may o1 vy 
not hit the Astor screen next spring 
| Pix at the house have averaged runs 
of about 20 weeks, which would 
_carry “Years” until next April. But 
the Selznick-Goldwyn contract with 
Maurer expires April 30 and ‘f 
“Years” hasn't dipped below [the 
$17,500 holdover figure by that tie 
or “Duel” hasn't found 
, berth, outcome is anyone's 


per 


The 


another 


eLeESss 
gu 
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@ This scene, from the moment of its con- 
ception, had dramatic possibilities. But it 
was the director of photography who made 
them more than possibilities. 

His was the creative skill, the spectacu- 
lar, interpretive use of light that produced 
actual drama, vivid, gripping .. . his the 
perceptive use of photography that made 
the scene an intense moment of visual 
reality. 


He interprets 





To get the utmost from his special skill, 
his creative ability, the director of photog- 
raphy naturally wants a superior film, one 
on which he can depend, one perfectly 
suited to the conditions and circumstances 
under which he’s working. That’s why he 
so often prefers Eastman Plus-X for gen- 
eral studio and outdoor use... and why 
he turns to Eastman Super-XX for use 
under adverse lighting conditions. 


EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 
ROCHESTER 4, NEW YORK 


J. E. BRULATOUR, INC., DISTRIBUTORS 
FORT LEE « CHICAGO * HOLLYWOOD 


with light... 
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Showdown Due Within 12 Days On 
Issue of Webs Cutting Feeds, Bone | 
Of Contention in AFRA Strike Vote 


AFRA is lining up, or is being 
effered, support of important | 
wnions in its contemplated strike 
against the four major networks. 

Equity Council, in New York, 
voted yesterday (Tuesday) after- 
noon to give AFRA full financial 
and moral support in event of a 
strike. 

At the same time, word came 
frem the Coast that the Screen 
Acters Guild has voted to back 
the AFRA strike—if any. 

Aside from whatever financial 
support «these moves’ might 
mean, they establish the cer- 
tainty that no screen or legit 
talent weuld engage in any 
strike-breaking against AFRA. 


} 


3@-Day Strike Notice 
The American Federation of Radio 
Artists and the four major networks 


face a showdown within the next 12 |} 
days on the issue of webs cutting | 
feeds from affiliates which won't 


“negotiate with AFRA in good faith.” 

AFRA has taken the legal, as well 
as the “moral” steps necessary for 
a strike. It has filed a 30-day notice 
of strike, and that notice expires at 


midnight Nov. 24—which means it 

could call a strike at 12:01 a.m.,, | 

Nov. 25. 
AFRA’s negotiators and its na- 


tional board, with the latter skedded 
to meet last night (Tuesday) for a 
final look-see at the situation, stand 
bolstered by an overwhelming mem- 
bership vote in favor of strike on 
the issue at stake. Four special | 
meetings held last week in New| 
York, Chicago, San Francisco and | 
Los Angeles authorized strike ac- 
tion. In New York, only five or six | 
members shouted “No” when the 
strike vote was taken at a jammed 
meeting last Friday night (8). 
“Unanimous” was the word from 
the other major chapters. 

Chicago’s chapter voted, in addi- 
tion, a $2.000 strike fund. But na- 
tional officers made no secret of the 
fact that such an amount would be 
considered peanuts and that their 
treasury is amply lined for any pos- 
sible action. 

With the legal strike notice on 
file. and full membership backing 
from the major production centers, 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Com’l Heat Off Heatter, 
He Won't Do Plugs For 
Arrid; Strip Reshuffled 


Carter Products, bowing out after 
the John J 


quarter-hour 


two Anthony 


five-a-week, 
Mutual Dec. 27, will sponsor Gabriel 
Heatter instead on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays in the 9- 
9:15 p.m. spot, starting Dec. 30. In- 
stead of Carter Liver Pilis being 
plugged, as on the Anthony show, 
the Heatter spot will advertise Car- 
ter’s deodorant Arrid, with Carter 
pills being put on as a hitch-hike. 
Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell and 
Bayles is the agency. 


years on 


strip on 


However. Heatter, unlike his cus- 


tom for all other sponsors, won't 
make the commercial on the Arrid 
pregram. Heatter will continue to 


be sponsored in the 15-minute slot 
by Serutan Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
while his half-hour Sunday show, “A 
Brighter Tomorrow,” will continue 
on under Mutual Benefit Health In- 
surance of Omaha auspices. R. B. 
Semler, which sponsored Heatter 


Mondays: Barbasol, which had him | 


Wednesdays, and Bonite, 
are all dropping out 

Switch will amount to some in- 
crease in billings for Mutual, since 
Anthony was an afternoon program, 
and new slot is in evening. 


on Fridays, 


Ralston Drops ‘Jamboree’ 


Ralston-Purina has cancelled its 


full-hour 
Mutual 
which it sponsored the paSt year, and 
will repiace with a similar hillbilly 
music program on a five-a-week, 15- 
minute basis. Strip will start Jan. 
6 at 12 noon eastern time, 12:45 p.m. 
ceniral time. Gardner is the agency. 


mean an 


Saturday afternoon 


Checkerboard Jamboree on 


Switch will increase in 


billings for Mutua] of a quarter hour 
i transcriptions, when indifferent and j 


weekly. 


| three-week 


| the 


| the 


¢*—_—_—— eupentanionti —— 


POLITICO CLIMATE OK 
FOR NEW CLOSE PACT 


Despite pressure from various 
sources to have Upton Close taken 
off the air, on grounds of reaction- 


ary character of his utterances, com- 


| twice in the last six weeks for short, 
instead of the | 


renewals, 


| usual 13-week period. 


Thought is being expressed that 
National Economic Council, 
Close’s sponsor, was emboldened by 
election returns to make the 
longer renewal, with web decided to 
ignore protests on grounds of free 
speech. 

One reason for the short renewals, 
was changing its ad 


agency from 


| Roche, Williams and Cleary to Jim 


Duffy Co. Renewal marks full 52 | 
weeks for Close sponsorship this | 
year. 


Idea N. G, Say 
Web, Agcy. Brass 


and 
their 


Agency 
agreed in 


network heads 


reaction to Edgar 


each other to ease the strain of do- 
ing weekly programs. Théy feel the 
idea won't work because the public 


_won't go for it? The public is used | 


to listening to a program regularly 
week after week, they say, 


will suffer. 
| Radio advertising has been built 
on fepeated regular impressions 
|;week after week, 
listeners weekly to the same hour, 
said one agency head. Regularity is 
one of advertising’s strong points. 
{If time spots lose their identity, he 
|said, it would make the actor less 
| important and affect him in the long 
Tun. 

| Another exec pointed out that the 
| 





public would only be confused, pos- 
sibly preferring one comic to the 
|other, and forgetting on which day 


their favorite wes scheduled. The 
habit for listening, he added, is | 
\formed daily or weekly. but it 


| couldn't be done fortnightly. 
| public just couldn’t remember. 
| One network prez, agreeing that 
| the secret of radio is built on regu- 
|lar listening habits, week after week, 
‘said it would be better to put on re- 


The 


corded shows than use the alternat- | 


ing system. People in the main, he 
said, are regular listeners of one 
|program and not of another, and 
they want that one every week. The 
(Continued on page 38) 
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|mentator has just been renewed on 
| Mutual for a 13-week period, start- | 
ling Nov. 19 Contract is unusual, | 
in that Close has been extended 


| however, has been the fact that NEC | 


are | 


| Bergen’s recent suggestion that lead- | 
|ing comics alternate their shows with 


and if | 
the continuity is lost, the program | 


bringing back | 





CHOSEN VOICE 


GLEN MARTIN 


As important as any program on 


KLZ are the voices that speak for 
it and its sponsors. Glen Martin is 
one of KLZ’s chosen voices and an 
able m.c. on several local programs 


KLZ, DENVER. 


Papa-Spank-Baby 
Act Seen in RCA 








Radio Corp. of America, 
company of NBC, plans to scram out 
of radio. RCA, which sponsors the 
half-hour Sunday afternoon musical 
show on NBC featuring Robert Mer- 
| rill, has served notice it’s calling it 


parent 


|quits the end of the month and is | 


relinquishing the time. 

Move is interpreted in some quar- 
| ters as a spanking gesture. Show 
| had been on the air for nearly a 
| year, undergoing a drastic revision 
|in format from time to time and 
occupying two different afternoon 
ltime segments, originally being 


| slotted at 4:30 and later moving into | 


| the 2 p.m. period when Interna- 
| tional Harvester gave up the time. 
| However, it’s known that RCA 
wanted a nighttime slot, figuring 
| that, since it was the parent com- 
|pany of NBC, it was entitled to 
| such consideration. However, NBC 
| Wengnen it strictly on its program- 
|ming merits, considering it much 
more adaptable to the Sunday after- 
|noon musical pattern. And NBC 
| stuck by its decision. 

On Monday (11) RCA asked for 
a time extension on its cancellation, 
but there was slim possibility of it 
continuing. 


Waring All Set to Stay On 


It now looks like Fred Waring will 
stay put after Jan. 1 on NBC under 
the same commercial auspices. Con- 

tracts with both the American Meat 

Institute, which sponsors the cross- 
the-board daytime musical show 
twice a week, and the Florida Citrus 
| Assn., which picks up the tab the 
other three days, expire the first 
| week in January and both have in- 
| dicated they like the idea of going 
‘through with another cycle. 








Miss Hurst Sees ‘Dime Novel Addicts’ 


Rebelling Vs. ‘Advertiser's Whiphand’ 


America’s 


| beginning to express a 
radio dissatisfaction,” and 


, the radio industry changes things it 
| will find itself deserted by 
ent policies. 
| These ideas, in substance, were 
‘embraced in a sharp warning to the 
industry delivered last week (7) by 
| novelist Fannie Hurst, who ad- 
dressed the monthly meeting of the 
Radio Executives Club of New York 
City. 
Titling 
Running 


“If I Were 
Radio,” Miss Hurst paid 
high tribute #% the industry for its 
great contribution to the war, in- 
sisted that she is not favoring gov- 
ernment-controlled radio as against 
the American system of broadcast- 
|ing, and advised that a great many 
| practices be wiped out or changed 
' She suggested: 

“Reduce the jag periods of musical 


her contrib 


the | 
| very millions who support its pres- | 


listeners “are vaguely; cruelly regulated music is run off by 


| 


growing | the yard in order to putty in the 
unless | hiatuses 


that occur between 
| sored programs. 

“Abolish ruthlessly the dishonest 
'and phony commentator’s voice that 
moves from a discussion of world 
shaking events...and, without a 
change of inflection, rushes the un- 
suspecting listener into considera- 
tions that have to do with tooth or 
liver paste, corn or soap flakes. 

“J would seriously consider 
| whether the commentator’s perma- 
ment status in our picture is that of 
interpreter of the news as it is, or 
thai of moulder of public opinion by 
way of superimposing his own way 
of thought. If it is to be the latter, 
our requirements for the intellectua] 
standards of commentators needs to 
be raised.” 


spon- 


advertiser's hand has become 
(Continued on page 32) 


the 


$100 Army-Notre Dame Spectacle Gets 
Two-Bit Public Relations Brushoff 


WINS’ LABOR SNAG ON 





2-WAY PROGRAMMING 


WINS, N. Y., the 
outlet recently purchased from 
Hearst interests and undergoing re- 





Scramming NBC 


Meat-Squirt Circuit 


programming, is reported undergo- 
| ing trouble with some of the unions 
in the industry, especially in regard 
to its plans to do what the unions 
|say of “network” programming 
jointly with the 
WLW of Cincinnati. 


Neither the station ops, however, 
nor any of the unions would dis- 
cuss the situation, both sides being 
desirous, apparently, to iron out the 
situation as quietly as possible. 

Meanwhile, WINS is going into its 
new programming pace slowly. So 
far, only significant change made 
by the station has been in its news 
coverage. In _ general, five-minute 
newscasts are being discarded, on 
the theory that news is not so urgent, 
now the war is over, to warrant 
hourly reports. Instead, station is 
|shots and co on 15-minute news- 





shots and commentaries, some orig- 
inating in New York and voiced by 
Staffers, and others coming from 
Washington or Cincinnati. 





FCC Tosses Book 
At Four Outlets 
Called to Carpet 


Washington, Nov. 12. 

After several weeks’ delay, FCC 
last Friday (8) set forth the issues 
on which it will hear the cases of 
three stations whose license renew- 
als are questioned for failure to live 
up to Blue Book criteria. Stations 
are WTOL, Toledo (specifically cited 


KONO, both of San Antonio. 

FCC did not release issues for 
hearings due on four othe stations, 
similarly called to task on Blue 
Book counts. Still to come are is- 
suer for Hearst’s WBAL, Baltimore; 
WIBC, Philadelphia; KBIX, Mus- 
kogee, Okla.; and KGFJ, Los An- 
geles. Over 350 other stations, for- 
merly operating on “temporary” 
licenses, have now been given a 
clean bill of health. 

The hearing issues are a virtual 
rewrite of FCC’s Blue Book criteria 
of station performance. Commission 
called for showing on actual per- 
'formance compared 
made in the stations’ 
'tion: percentage of time devoted to 





commercial vs. sustaining shows; 
average number of spot announce- 


ments during a_ typical broadcast 
day, and during a typical 15-minute 
segment; amount of time devoted to 
local, live shows and discussion of 
important controversial issues; na- 
|ture of programs carried in place of 
|network  sustainers which were 
javailable but not accepted; and, 
finally, a breakdown of station time 


Top interest still focuses on status 
of WBAL, in view of competing bid 
for the station's facilities filed by 
newsmen Drew Pearson and Robert 
S. Allen. 





Columbia’s ‘Richard II’ 


devoted to sustaining, live talent, 
and commercial shows between 6 
and 11 p.m. The issue on network 
sustainers was omitted in the case 
of KONO, which has no network | 
affiiliation. 


+ 


Crosley-owned | 


the | 
| the 


Crosley-owned | 


in the Blue Book), and KMAC and 


with promises | 
last applica- | 


| 








Wins Teachers’ Award 


| Last season's Columbia Workshop 
| production, of “Richard II” with the 
'Old Vic players has won an award 
irom the National Council of Teach- 


ers of English as an outstanding 
}example of a fine radio adaptation | 
'of a classic, and for overall fine 


| production. 
| “Richard” was adapted to Work- 


|\shop by James Hart of the CBS 
Program Writing Division and was 
|co-directed by John Burrell of the 


| Old Vic company. along with Rich- | 


jard Sanville of CBE. 
Award will be made at 
nual teachers’ convention 


the 
this 


an- 


fall, 


Miss Hurst tackled the daytime | with Ed Murrow, CBS veepee, who 


jaccepting the presentation on behalf 


‘of the network. 








|and WJR, Detroit. 
| who is a 30% holder and 


By ABEL GREEN 


There was showmanship al] over 
the Yankee Stadium, N. Y., Satur- 
day (9) during the Army-Notre 
Dame game excepting with the basic 
essentials. The annual classic itself 
is a natural attraction. Shades of 
Roxyettes, the Rockettes and 
Knute Rockne—there is nothing that 
can teuch the thrill of the West 
Point cadets in formation as thev 
march on the field and as they dog- 
trot to their seats in the lower stand, 
That goes for the Army band, the 
three-ring circus including campus 
clowns, the Army mule and the rest 
of the shenanigans which are show- 
manship to the nth degree. And to 


top it, autograph hounds now rush 
out on the field to snag the grid 
Stars. That’s what happened to 


Johnny Lujack, the Irish star quar- 
terback on Saturday. 

It’s a spec which is a natural for 
the specs. No wonder this spectacle 
marks a cleanup for the ticket 
brokers with their $100 and $125 per 
ticket (and getting it). (And don't 


forget that %-point edge to the 
bookies who mopped up on this 
one. ) 

All of which is prelude to why 
show biz wonders that the Army 
public relations officers dont co- 
operate more. The poor facilities 


for the sportsecasters and the news- 
reels are surprising, and in this the 
Yankee Stadium is also partially te 
blame. 

To begin with, 
(ABC), Bill Stern (NBC) and Red 
Barber (CBS), sportscasting the 
classic on all three major networks, 
have to buy their seats. This year, 
the spectator seats allotted the net- 
works were also the working sports- 
casters seats which necessitated Bill 
Stern, for example, having to recap- 
ture a box from NBC prexy Niles 
Trammell, in order to set up iis 
equipment. [In former years, the 
sportscasters found themselves al- 
lotted seats near the end zone 
although this year Wismer’s 50-yard 
line location was ideal, and he was 
flanked right and left by Barber and 
Stern on the 40-yard lines.] 

Newsreel Gripes 

Something new was also added 
this semester when the West Point 
press relations edicted no newsreels 
on the field; then compromised they 
stay in the end zone; but a must 
order was “no slow-motion” pix. At 
noontime the reels set up their cam- 
eras in dead centre and ultimatumed 
that if the Army touched any tripod 


(Continued on page 38) 


Buffalo Dual Ownership 
Situation Settled By 
FCC Okay on WER Sale 


Washington, Nov. 12 

The FCC latt Friday (8) resolved 
one of the few remaining cases of 
dual ownership in the standard 
broadcast field when it okayed the 
sale of WGR, Buffalo from the Buf- 
falo Broadcasting Corp. to WGR 
Broadcasting Corp. for $750,000. The 
Buffalo company also owns WKBW 
in Buffalo and had to sell one or the 
other of its stations. 

Purchase brings Leo Fitzpatrick in 
as 70% stockholder and chairman of 
the board of WGR. Fitzpatrick has 
other holdings in WGAR, Cleveland 
I. R. Lounsberry, 
will take 
over as general manager, has been 
with WGR under its former owner- 
ship since 1931. 

Meanwhile, the Churchill Taber- 
nacle of Buffalo, which formerly 
owned both stations, has filed ap- 
plication for facilities of WKBW., 
Buffalo Broadcasting Corp’s ether 
Buffalo outlet. 


Harry Wismer 


ABC Production Shifts 


ABC last week made a 
production shuffles in which Charles 
Powers, who directed “Famous Jury 


series of 


| Trials” and “The Fat Man,” has been 


reassigned to the Henry Morgan: 
show and will also direct “Dick 
Tracy” three times weekly. Frank 
Shinn directs the strip other two 
days a week. 

Simultaneously, Wylie Adams 


takes over “Jury” and continues with 
“Terry and the Pirates.” Clark A'- 
drews, recently added to the procuc- 


| tion staff, takes over “Fat Man’ 2! d 
situation on which, she held, “the|is scheduled to address the confab, | 


| He'll 


will continue to direct “The Cle: 
also handle “World Se 3 
Workshop,” slated to preem Nov. +*- 
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CROSBY DISTRESS SIGNALS UP — 





Mags Stay Cold To Net Sponsorship | WAXFRY F 
Return; See No Aid To Circulation HINGES 


in the immediate post- * 


Although 
war period it was expected that the, 
nation’s magazines, in a bid for cir- | 
culation, would flock into the net- 
work programming picture, a “cool- 
jing off” process has set in. Today 
the exact reverse appears to 
be the order and while some mags 
have found that intensive spot cam- 
paigns are paying off, most of them 
that ventured inte network pro- 
gramming have beat a hasty retreat. 

The Saturday Evening Post con- 
tinues to bankroll its “Listening 
Post” show on ABC (which is sup- 
plemented by considerable spot 
plugging’, but in most all other in- 
stances, the mags contend that they 
scrammed out of the picture because 
network programming didn’t bolster 
circulation. Seventeen Mag cur- 
rently sponsors “It's Up to Youth” 
on Mutual, but it’s admittedly a 
prestige shot on the part of pub- 


lisher Walter Annenberg and not 
aimed at hypoing the circulation 
figures. 


Coronet mag withdrew from spon- 
sorship of its “Short Story” and 
“Story Teller” segments, marking its 
second venture into the network 
picture, having previously bank- 
rolled a musical show. Coronet cur- 
rently is tied in with the “Story 
Teller” program, but only from an 
adaptation standpoint, similar to 
Reader's Digest association with 
Hallmark’s “Radio Reader's Digest” 
show. Similarly Reader's Digest 
took the plunge by picking up the 
tab for “Town Meeting of the Air” 
but later withdrew. Liberty maga- 
zine made a pitch via sponsorship 
of ex-Mayor LaGuardia on ABC, but 
also scrammed. Newsweek mag had 
a Mutual show last season, paying 
for the production while MBS 
chipped in on the time costs, but 
also gave it up. Newsweek is cur- 


rently sponsoring a late evening 
WCBS news program, but this is 
more in the nature of a_ spot 
splurge. 


Time magazine was long identified 
with its “March Of Time” network 
show but has been off the air for 
some time with reports now that 
it isn’t interested in returning, al- 
though for a while Young & Rubi- 
cam, which handles the Time-Life 
account, was shopping around for 
a new program. 


Rush to Grab Off ‘North’ 


Spot Tipoff to Premium 
Value of Nighttime Slots 


If there were any doubts about 
major network night time, even 
fringe time, being at a premium, 
they were thoroughly dispelled last 
week. Within a few hours after 
Variety published the fact in last 
week’s issue that Woodbury was 
planning to cancel its “Mr. and Mrs. 
North” show, NBC had 15 requests 
for the time from different sponsors. 
Program is heard Wednesday night 
in the 8 to 8:30 segment. 

Just who gets the slot is unde- 
cided as yet, since NBC has not re- 
ceived formal notification of cancel- 
lation. Woodbury account, along 
with Jergens, moves over from Len- 





nen & Mitchell to the new Robert | 
W. Orr agency setup. Despite fact | 
that “North,” on the basis of its ex- | 
tremely low $3,000 budget, is one of 
the better nighttime programming | 
buys, with a current 14.0 rating pay- 
off, company is said to plan greater | 
ad concentration on printed media. | 


GABBER SAYS TITLE 
LIFTED, ASKS 1006 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Suit asking damages of $100,000 
was filed last week by Denny Shane, 
film gossiper, against Pedlar & Ryan, 
Procter & Gamble and CBS for al- 
leged appropriation of the radio 
title, “This Is Hollyweod.” It is | 
Claimed by Miss Shane that she es- 
tablished priority to the title by its | 
use on KECA in 1944 and occasional 
reference to it subsequently. 

Dramatic series for P & G's Camay 
With Hedda Hopper utilized the title | 
Over her protest, i 





| writing 


'a Crosby, it 


| feeling 





Cue or Omen? 
Tipoff as to how crucial the 
American Broadcasting Co. re- 
gards the tobogganing of the 
Bing Crosby rating, and what’s 
at stake in terms of network 
prestige, is the move inaugurated 


yesterday (Tues.) when ABC 
stepped into the Crosby pic- 
ture on its own in a move to 


give the show new impetus. 

A new system cue for the first 
time in network history, will 
build every station break around 
a personality, Instead of “This 
Is ABC, the American Broad- 
casting Co.,” the announcement 
from now on will read: “Bing’s 
Back On ABC, the American 
Broadcasting Co.” 


Printed Media, 
Mags, the Wave 
Of W-J's Future? 


There’s a “watch-and-see” attitude 
which is cueing speculation as to 
future developments over reports 
that the new agency being set up by 
Woodbury-Jergens billings, plans a 








Woodbury-Jurgens billings, plans a) 
greater concentration on magazines | 


and the printed media with a de- 
emphasis away from radio. Already 
Woodbury is cancelling its “Mr. and 
Mrs. North” show on NBC to step 


up mag advertising and other shows | 


involved In the W-J accounts are 
Walter Winchell and Louella Par- 
sons, 

Orr recently checked out of Len- 
nen & Mitchell agency after a 22- 
year association to form his own 
agency, taking the lucrative Wood- 
bury-Jergens billings with him. 
Some of the network sales people 


TURE 
N YP 


Bing Crosby’s troubles, apparently, 
are just beginning. That initial 24.0 
rating on his Philco’ transcribed 
show is now down to 12.2 (latter 
rating based on last Wednesday's (6) 
show) and it’s understood that word 





has gone out to the Groaner from | 


| his Philco spensors to get busy and 
;}do something in a hurry. 

| Everett Crosby, brother and busi- 
| ness manager for the crooner, 
| has been in New York the past few 
| weeks getting agency-sponsor-trade 
| reaction on the “Philco Time” show, 














Primed for Wax Wake 


When the word got around 
last week that the Bing Crosby 
platter show had nosedived to 
half its original rating, the hier- 
| archy around NBC and CBS, 
| which shuns the wax like the 
| plague, were almost openly ex- 

ultant over the swift turn of 

events. To hear them discuss it, 
one would get the impression 
that the doom of bigtime trans- 
| cription shows has already been 
sealed and that network opera- 
| tion as it’s been known has been 
saved from a cruel fate. 
The open comment with its 
overtones of unrestrained relief 
wes a tipoff that the two major 
webs were more concerned 
over the emergence of the Cros- 
by-Philco wax works than they 
were willing to admit. Now 
they’re in for the kill and want 
to officiate at the wake—when 
and if! 











admitted before leaving for the 
Coast Sunday (10) that the platter 
|show is due for some drastic re- 
vamping. Just who goes off the show 
or what hypoes are contemplated 
| haven't been determined yet. 

There are only two shows left in 
the advance wax works (with Ezio 
|Pinza and Burl Ives as guestars), 
and the Groaner is due at the Holly- 
wood recording studios this -week, 
|when the boys will sit down and 
| thrash out the whole advance pat- 
|tern of the show. 
| Meanwhile the 


rating nosedive 


who | 





‘Nets Still in Dark on Daylight Time: 
-NAB's ‘Do Something’ Edict to Stop 
Affiliate Squawks Has Webs Stymied 





Strange Fruit 

Strictly as a sideline, Clarence 
Menser, NBC programming vee- 
pee, is owner of an ovrange 
grove in Florida. In a pre- 
Christmas bid for business, Me- 
ser’s been soliciting his NBC 
conferees via mail for orders. 

Now Menser’s taking a terrific 
beating from his colleagues. It 
appears the Florida Citrus Assn 
is sponsoring Menser’s “baby” 
on NBC—the Fred Waring show. 
To hear his associates tell it, 
Menser’s getting a free ad ride 
on his own network to perpetu- 
ate his fruit. 


Blue Book Lesson 
Seen in Toscy-NBC 
Symph Coverage 


Despite the fact that they’re not 
sharing in any sponsorship coin, a 
total of 124 stations are carrying 
the Sunday afternoon NBC sym- 
phony orchestro concerts, currently 
being batoned by Arturo Toscanini. 
That’s in contrast to the 162 outlets 
that picked up the show when Gen- 
|eral Motors was picking up the tab 
}over the previous past few seasons. 
| The fact that 124 stations are 
| carrying the symph series on a sus- 
|taining basis is regarded as hearten- 
|ing and is cited as evidence that af- 
filiates around the country aré defin- 
| itely conscious of the existence of 
ithe FCC’s “Blue Book” with the at- 
jtendant hypoing of their public 
service records. 

The present high station-accept- 
;ance of the NBC symph in contrast 
to the August, 1943, period when 
General Motors first stepped into the 
sponsorship picture, offers an inter- 
}esting commentary when weighed in 











are authorities for the statement that | Plus the unfavorable reaction to | terms of the FCC's definition of pub- 
Orr himself sees 4 greater payoff on | Crosby’s last few shows have con-|lic service programming. At that 


adapting the cosmetics-soaps adver- 
tising to magazines in preference to 
the high-priced radio medium. 
Obviously no one looks for the 
Winchell-Jergens affinity being dis- 
turbed, since the columnist is still 
the product's No. 1 salesman with a 


year-in-year-out rating in the Top | 


15 bracket. 


Sinatra Showing 
Saddens Old Gold 


Old Gold from all 
happy over the batting 





accounts {is 
none too 


average of the ciggie show’s Hooper. | 


which the No. 57 
spot in the commercial network pic- 
It’s understood that the client 
favors a revamping of the program's 


is currently in 
ture, 


treatment to approximate 
last year’s format on the contention 
that off-the-cuff 


bantering may be well and good for 


while the. glib 


isn't 
treated by the Voice and doesn’t 
contrib toward romancing the bobby- 
sox brigade that are attracted to the 
Sinatra show. 

From all indications Old Gold isn’t 
any too impressed with the showing 
Sinatra is making in his Wednesday 
night at 9 CBS period opposite Ed 
Gardner's “Duffy's Tavern” on NBC, 
that he paid off in much 
larger audiences when stacked up 
last year against the stronger opposi- 


|tion of Eddie Cantor, who was then 


occupying the NBC Wednesday 
niche, 

Mitchell is the agency 
Mann Holiner 


and Frank 


Lennen & 
on the account, with 
at the production helm 
Wilson as the scripter, 


the same when | 


| tributed to putting a quietus on the 


| “live to transcription” flurry of trade 
excitement that followed in the 


super-promotion job. 

In view of the original contract 
stipulation, which calls for Crosby to 
go live in the event his rating slips 
under 12 on four consecutive broad- 
casts, some of the boys are wagering 
that the Groaner segues back to live 
programming. The fault, they say, 
doesn’t lie in the transcriptions, as 





while others say “Let Bergen go into 
the same spot on NBC and you will 
| get a more accurate appraisal of 
| transcription potentialities.” 

| The new musicians’ contract is also 
| raising havoe with the show, with 
Everett Crosby tipping off that the 
| 31-piece John Scott Trotter orch will 
be reduced to 18 men to bring the 


show in under the talent cost budget. | 





GF Buys McGarry, 


Expands Budget 


General Foods has purchased “Mc- 
Garry and His Mouse,” the _ half- 
hour situation comedy which was 
the Bristol-Myers summer replace- 
ment for Eddie Cantor’s Wednesday 
night show on NBC. 

“McGarry,” a General Artists 
Corp. package, has been purchased 
by GF on behalf of its Sanka coffee 
division, and is scheduled to start 
on Mutual network, with a limited 
hookup, some time in January, with 
plan to eventually branch out with 
better time 

GF is hiking its radio budget, 
with the sponsor's multiple  pro- 
gramming on the various webs re- 
maining intact. There was talk for 
a while that GF would drop “Thin 
' Man,” but show will stay put. 


wake of Crosby’s preem and Philco’s | 


such, but in the quality of the show, 


|time a total of 79 stations accepted 
jthe program, out of a 130-station 
| availability. 

The wider acceptance in the three- 
year interval would indicate that 
ithe symphonic wrapup of the long- 
|hair semester under 


| winning over a larger segment of 
; the nation’s population toward such 
‘type music, and backs up NBC 
|prexy Niles Trammell’s assertion 
| that sponsors occupy their own pe- 
culiar niche in the public service 
| picture. 


| iain 





By Wm. Goldman? 


| 
Washington, Nov. 12. 
William Goldman, Philadelphia 
| indie film operator, is reported here 
las having bought station WDAS in 


| Philly and planning to ask FCC for | 
| increased wattage on the coffee-pot- | 
ter. Report is that Goldman bought | 


station from Alexander Danenbaum 


and the Steppadher interests for 


750,000. Understood he plans con- | 
verting the present site of his 
Keith's filmhouse on Chestnut St. | 


into a miniature Radio City, with 
elaborate expenditure on increasing 
facilities, FM investing, etc. 

Buy brings one of Quaker city’s 
colorful showbiz personalities into 
the radio picture. Goldman is head 


of a chain of indie filmhouses bear- 
ing his name. Now has four thea- 
tres in midtown, exclusive of the 


Erlanger legiter which he’s planning 
to convert into a filmer as soon as 
first-run product is available 

Goldman's aim is reported to chal- 
lenge the city’s big stations—as he 
did in films. 


commercial | 
|auspices was a dominant factor in | 


WDAS Bid of 7506 


+ The networks, particularly NBC 
;and CBS, frankly admit they're con- 
fronted with a dilemma over the 
daylight saving time situation. True, 
they’re rid of the problem until next 
spring, but they’re still not hearing 
| the end of the squawks registered by 
|many of the affiliate stations in dif- 
| ferent parts of the country over 
what happened during the May-to- 
September period this year. 

As was expected, the matter came 
up before the NAB board during the 
| recent Chi convention, when, at the 
linsistence of the affiliates in the 
| standard -time zones, a_ resolution 
| was put through calling on the webs 
|to sift the situation to see what 
}can be done. The networks are will- 
jing enough, but say, in effect: “if 
you can find a solution for us, let's 
have it; we don’t have any.” (ABC 
network rid itself of the problem 
through the simple expedient of re- 
broadcasting shows in the various 
time zones via platters, so as not to 
disrupt farmer-rural living habits, 
etc., and will reprise the same tech- 
nique come next May, but the NBC 
and CBS ban on transcribing shows 
automatically rules them out). 

NBC-CBS In Middle 

It’s a case where NBC and CBS 
find themselves in the middle of a 
situation where more than 50% of 
the affiliates adhere to a year-round 





to revamp their schedules in order 
to conform to NBC-CBS switchover 
to d.s.t schedules, resulting in’ sub- 


sequent beefs from the rural 
listeners. 

On the other hand, the webs can’t 
ignore the metropolitan eastern 


area that falls within the daylight 
saving zone and anyway all con- 
tracts with agencies and sponsors 
require the conformity to the d.s. t. 
switchover. The webs at the moment 
see no way out for them except 
federal legislation abolishing day- 
light saving, for which they see slim 
hope. 

It was a problem for the webs in 
prewar days, but the standardized 
war period which established a uni- 
formity in time for the entire coun- 
| ry erased the problem from the 
| broadcasters’ minds. With the post- 
war return of the splitup time ar- 
rangement, however, the situation 
became more vexing than ever be- 
| fore. 


| Nobody likes it—but nobody knows 
| what to do about it. 





Berle Most Bruited 
Bloke in Aussie; ‘Kiss’ 


Adapted to Antipodes 


Sydney, Oct. 24. 

Berle, the most quoted 
bloke around these parts, is getting 
his dope aired via the major com- 
mercial MacQuarie network, orig- 
inating through 2GB, Sydney. 
Berle’s CBS “Kiss and Make Up” 
goes on next month. Local cast will 
play. Program idea was radio- 
phoned from N. Y. to here, and 
scripts will be altered to suit local 
conditions. George Foster is tipped 
to play the role of the judge. This 
is one of the big shows coming on 
the MacQuarie loop to replace the 
Colgate-Palmolive contract, recently 
switched to Radio 2UE, Sydney 

Crooner Terry Howard, most pop- 
|} ular in the Antips, will be featured 
in a new show running 30 minutes 
| weekly, titled ““Going My Way.” 
Other big jackpot shows are now 
being arranged by MacQuarie execu- 
tives to fill the vacant spots of the 
C-P takeaways. 


' Milton 





GUM LABS SCRAMS 
With “Juvenile Jury” moving into 
the Sunday 1:30-2 p.m. slot on Mu- 


tual for General Foods, Gum Lab- 

, +: . 43 to 
oratories “Singing Sweetnearts, 
formerly heard for 15 minutes at 


' 1:30, drops out after Dec. 8. 

Although Gum Labs is dropping 
out of the picture, sponsor is re- 
ported looking for another time and 
janother show. 


standard time basis, compelling them . 
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Corwin's Projected CBS Series 


Implements Paley’s ‘Program Primer’ 


The shape of Norman 
forthcoming shows, resulting from | 
his global trip, took form during the 


past week Corwin had made his | 
formal report to the sponsoring or- 
ganizations which had selected him 
as first winner of the Wendell Will- 
kie Memorial “One World” award. 
And out of his perspective, summar- | 
ized in 12 conclusions, came almost 
naturally the outline of a series of 
13 shows 

What's more, the content of his 


report, projected with showmanship, 
Was seen as implementation of Wil- 
liam S. Paley’s “primer on program- 
ming,” which the CBS board chair- 
man projected three weeks ago at 
the NAB convention in Chicago. 
The matching of the implicattone 


of Corwin’s conclusions against | 
Paley’s Chi dicta showed almost an | 
uncanny similarity in viewpoint 

Corwin, according to those who 
heard his report and were also fa- 
miliar .with the Paley primer, has 


virtually provided the programming 
answer to Paley’s call for “the 
application of new and _ sparkling 
ideas in the presentation of educa- 
tional, documentary controver- | 
Sial issues.” 


and 
> | 
There was little doubt, when Cor- 
win clinched his hour-long report | 
with his 12 points, that his forth- | 
coming contribs on the air will 
touch all three of the areas de-| 
lineated by Paley: “educational, | 
documentary, controversial.” 


100 Hours of Recordings 


€orwin’s 100 hours of recordings 
—cniirying voices, music and sound | 
emanating from sources ranging 
from prime ministers and presidents 
to clerks, miners, men-in-the-street 
and dock-wallopers — will furnish 
the “documentary” aspects called for 
by the CBS head. The fact that they 
were recorded months before airing 
may not make them spot-news, but 
certainly brings them into the dy- 
namic documentary fold. 

No one doubts the educational 
value of the Corwiniana in the off- 
ing. Some CBS execs are worried 
only that they’ll be criticized for not 
using enough of the voicings re- 
corded, although that would be im- 
possible and certainly imperfect 
showmanship. 

The controversial aspects of Cor- 
win’s 12 points are granted, but his 
humility in handling his themes, his 
failure to brand himself as a know- 


Corwin’'s 


|a sizeable lot 
} itll erect a recording plant. 


| studio for 





it-all prescribing for the world’s 
ills, and his essential showmanship— 
these are depended upon in the 
building of his shows. 


At any rate, it was certain last 
week, after the report, that Corwin 
would, as in the past, have a free 
CBS hand in projecting his ideas on 
the air. Only, in this instance, it 
was seen as fitting not only into the 
past intimate CBS-Corwin relation- 
ship, but also into the new type of 
programming so recently mapped by 
Paley himself. 

Corwin’s 12 points, while evi- 
dently intended only as conclusions 
to his long report, were seen shap- 
ing into the outline of his 13-week 
series. Each of the points would be 
the central theme of one of his 
shows—with the final stanza wrap- 
ping up the whole business. 

Date for the start of the series, as 
well as time slot, have not yet been 
worked out, but these details were 
occupying CBS execs and were ex- 
pected to be straightened out soon. 
Corwin is known to have given up 
some highly profitable Coast film 
ventures to go on his trip, and was 
making further sacrifices in order 
to see his new series through. But 
CBS execs, while sympathetic with 
his personal problems, were sure 
that his trip demanded the type of 
programming planned for it—a full, 
13-week cycle, at peak listening 
time. 

12-Point Summary 


Here is a summary of Corwin’s 
12 points: 

1. “We seem to be farther from 
Willkie’s One World today than we 
were when his thesis became the 
best-selling book in America... 
None of us will get far in any direc- 
tion if the leading powers of the 
world fail to set an example.” 

2. “The reservoir of good will to- 
ward the United States about which 
Willkie spoke enthusiastically in 
1942, has drained to a dangerously 
low level.” 

3. “A powerful and_ elemental 
sense of fairness, as well as an over- 
whelming will and anxiety for peace, 


(Continued on page 34) 





Candor Unltd. 


London, Nov 


Was a stenos 


6 
Whe typo, 
Or an unusual confession, fact 1 
that the following note was re- 
ceived by BBC from a member 
of the government who had been 
asked to broadcast 


S 


ther it 


‘The minister regrets he is 
unable to make the broadcast 
because he is very occupied at 
present with the cuties of his 


department.” 


Waxeries Mull 
Westward Trek 


The transcription industry ex 
pected to follow the westward trek 
of the radio shows. Exodus from 
its current center in New York 
expected to come as soon as build- 








is 


is 


ing materials are available, when 
the wax firms can build Coast 
studios. 

Indications oi the coastward 


hegira is seen in the fact that World 
transcriptions has already purchased 
in Hollywood where 
Fred- 
erick Ziv agency has been reported 
as dickering with a major talent 
use of its stars on wax, 
while all waxeries are attempting 
to bring bigtime film names to the 
platter field. 

Biggest impetus to the Westward 
exodus has been given by the Bing 
Crosby Philco show on _ platters. 
Since the transcription aspect of the 
show makes no difference as far as 


the public is concerned, the platter | 
people plan to concentrate their big- 


gest shows in that part of the coun- 
try in order to be near the top film 
names. 

It’s the belief that the waxeries 
will eventually be forced to make 
the shift because of the steady emi- 
gration of top shows to the Coast. 
Transcription makers cannot remain 
in the east when top performers and 
the better musicians are trekking to 
the Coast. 

One platter firm has already told 
key production men to prepare for 
the ‘long journey west in about a 
year. However, business offices will 
remain in New York, since major- 
ity of sponsors have their main lay- 
outs there. 


Don Lee Shops Case 
Of Soap, But Mutual 





One of the stations on the Don 
Lee network, Coast affiliate of Mu- 
tual, has been shopping in N. Y. for 
some soap operas, last week actually 
entering the dickering stage with the 
Hummerts to buy four quarter-hour 
soapers. Deal for purchase of four 
shows in a row would have been 
| most unusual, if it had materialized. 
| Deal didn’t jell, however, for sev- 
| eral obvious reasons, Purchase would 
have involved the Mutual web carry- 
ing the soaps, since they would have 
| been too expensive for the Don Lee 
| net, let alone a single station, to carry. 
| Coast station wanted soapers for an 
| afternoon lag, which would have 
| meant Mutual carrying them in the 
| evening, because of the difference in 
time. This alone would nix the idea. 

Zn addition, Mutual (which carries 
no soaps) isn’t interested in putting 
on any, so long as the rival nets, 
CBS and NBC, have that type show 
sewed up all day. Mutual has no 
aversion to soaps, it’s understood, 
and stands ready to put them on if 
another net dropped them. But not 
unless and until. Mutual's frown on 
the four soapers nixed the Coast 
station discussion of purchase. 











First guest shot of Maurice Che- 
valier, due in U. S. in February, will 
be with Bob Hope. Seems that 
Chevalier was in the audience at 
Nice year or more ago when Hope 
entertained some GIs, and Hope 


Hope treated Chevalier with such 
deference, that latter resolved to 
reciprocate first chance he got. 
Hope returned to the Coast Sat- 
urday (9) after three weeks in N. Y. 





Steers Clean of "Em 


CHEVALIER’S HOPE GUESTER| 


called the French star to the stage. | 


‘Block’ 506 Coast Buildup 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

KFWB will get behind Martin 
Block with a promotion campaign 
expected to run over $50,000 in what 
biggest single 
buildup a local indie station. 
Disk jockey will be plugged in tie- 
ups with the Warner studio, theatres, 


is the personality 


for 


billboards, trade papers, downtown 
dailies, and fan publications. 
Maizlish, 


exploiteer, 


Harry station 


and former will 


the entire program. Lockwood and 
Shackleford 


the advertising. 


ad agency will 


A special exploita- 


direct | 





manager | 


handle 


| tion-publicity hand will be hired, in | 
addition to which the station’s own | 


| press department is putting 
steam on for Block’s arrival. 

| Weekly take of $10,000 will put 
Block in bracket as one of show biz 
top earners once he gets under way 
here. Block will handle Chester- 
field Supper Club via NBC, Record 


Shop over CBS, special transcrip- 
tions for WNEW and live ove! 
KFWB, resulting in gross take of 


over $500,000 annually. 


Nets Nettled By 


Soviet Air Ban 





full | 


| 
| 


' 


j 
' 
j 





| 
| 


The lid was lifted last week on a |} 


fracas that had been going on be- 
|hind the scenes for almost a month 
| between NBC, CBS and ABC on the 
lone hand, and the Soviet Govern- 
iment on the other. Tiff concerned 
the fact that, early in 
Moscow had decided that its short- 
; wave facilities cannot be used by 
the three American  correspond- 
ents: Richard C. Hottelet of 
|CBS; Robert Magidoff of NBC, and 
|Edward Stevens of ABC. 


| As soon as the issue became 
|known’ publicly—it had already 
|“leaked” around the web headquar- 
lters in New York—CBS virtually 
|declared a one-man war on Russia, 
|cabling Premier Joseph Stalin for a 

reversal of the shut-off policy and 
|threatening to withdraw Hottelet if 
| Stalin fails to intervene. 


The CBS wire was signed by 
|news-special events veepee Edward 
|R. Murrow. Matching Murrow, 
ABC’s veepee Robert Kintner for- 
mally asked the State Dept. to inter- 
vene—which CBS abo requested. 
In addition, it was known that CBS 
was trying hard to reach Konstantin 
Zinchenko, chief of the Kremlin 
Foreign Office press section, who is 
in New York as principal informa- 





tion aide to Foreign Commissar 
Molotov. 

Whether the storm would peter 
out into a _ teapot tempest or 


hit more violent barometric pres- 
sure was not apparent at first. 
| Neither Molotov nor Zinchenko 
| would deign to notice the situation. 
| No word came from Stalin. 
| One State Dept. official in New 
| York said—but off the record, strict- 
ly—that he was sure the Russians 
| were acting in good faith. He said 
|he was certain that the revamping 
|of fall program schedules may well 
|have made it impossible for the 
Moscow stations to grant the irregu- 
!larly-scheduled broadcast time de- 


| Sired by the Americans. 
Retaliation? 


This same official denied abso- 
lutely that the Moscow shutdown 
| could have been any kind of retalia- 
|tion against the USA’s plans to 
|broadcast program in Russian to 
| Russia. “We haven't started yet,” 
| he declared, “and won't until Jan- 
;uary. And when we do, we won't 
| be antagonizing them—that’s not the 
| purpose of these shows; we'll be out 
|to inform them about America, not 
|to make them mad at us.” 


A New York radioite familiar with 
| the situation in Moscow thought the 
| move may have had something to do 
| with the fact that the American 
| broadcasters had always gotten the 
| Russian facilities cuffo. He said: 


“Russia was probably afraid to 
, ask for payment, now that the free 
| policy had been established, think- 
ing that might be interpreted as dis- 
| crimination.” 

| But others chose to see in the in- 
;cident a lot of hidden meanings. 
| Some of the New York papers went 
to town, hypong their red-baiting 
| activities on the strength of this in- 
|cident. The World-Telegram tied it 
|up with “retaliation” for various 
anti-Russian books published re- 
cently. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| very 











jand will 
| through Dec. 8. 


| day 


| city’s 


First World-Wide DX Confab Plan 


Gets Official 


It Pays to Lose 
Omaha, Nov, 12. 


Jandslide 





Iowa 
into 
He is 


Republican in 
dumped a new announcer 
the lap of KOAD here. 
Phil Allen, vet radio man who 
ran for Congress. Returns were 
about one-third in when he call- 
ed program director Marry Twy- 
man of KOAD, saying: 

“T am a Democrat in Iowa. 
I ran for office. When do I go 
to work for KOAD?” 

He reported the next day. 








Moppet Shows OK 
To Mutual Prexy: 


Philadelphia, Nov. 12. 


Edgar Kobak, prez of Mutual 


| Broadcasting System, made a spirited 


defense of kid programs here Thurs- 
(7) night, when he addressed 
400 school teachers gathered at an 
Assn. of Education by Radio dinner. 
“We don't know the answer on 
what's food or bad in kid shows,” 
said Kobak. “Our psychiatrists and 
experts can’t even agree on it. But 
we—we broadcasters—think we know 
what we're doing, and are most care- 
ful with what we hand out.” 

Kobak won his audience 
right at the start by saying, “I’m 
not afraid of teachers; I married 
one’’—also added that critics don’t 
realize that broadcasters, too, are 
parents. ‘Most of us raise kids,” he 
said; “we have wives wno know 
what's good for kids. We listen to 
programs, too; we're careful.” He 
went on to point out that most peo- 
ple don't realize webs h&ve conti- 
nuity acceptance departments that 
check each and every script daily 
and weekly. 

After saving that Mutual received 
few complaints on its. kid 
but received kudos instead 
for the social slant, tolerance angles, 
etc., of some of its programs, Kobak 
got in a little dig at his pedagogic 
audience. “We live in a_ goldfish 
bowl in this radio business of ours,” 
he said. “You teachers can do a bad 
job, and it can be hidden. We can't. 
Everybody would be better off if we 
lived in goldfish bowls. It’s an ad- 
vantage.” 


WNYC Switchover To 
All-English UN B’casts 
Brings Student Squawks 


WNYC, municipally-owned station 
in N. Y., put its neck out with the 
many multi-lingual listeners 
by starting last week to broadcast 
the United Nations sessions on an 
all-English basis. Switch was made 
possible because the UN now uses 
an instant-translating system 
through which any foreign language 


who 


shows, 





is interpreted immediately in a 
number of languages, including 
English. All WNYC had to do, with 


the help of UN engineers, was to 
stay plugged in constantly on the 
English translator's mike. 

Shift, however, brought kick from 
various groups, including schools 
and students, who want to hear the 
original foreign languages of the 
major nation delegates. Station is 
on the spot in another respect with 
students. Because the Board of 
Education’s FM outlet, WNYE, has 
shifted to the new FM frequency, 
the FM sets in the schools can’t tune 
in on the Board's own. station. 
WNYC has to carry the _ board's 
shows now. About 175,000 students 
tune in, in their classrooms. Some 
of these shows, however, conflict 
with the UN schedule. 


Joint Bankrolling For 
WMCA Dodgers Grideasts 


Five pro football games of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers were signed up 
for exclusive broadcast by WMCA, 
N. Y., last week, with sponsorship 
provided jointly by Strauss Stores 
and Pic magazine. 

Stan Lomax is doing the plays on 
the airers, and Ernie Stone the color. 

Broadcasts started last Sunday (10) 
continue every Sunday 





o 


State Dept: Push 


Washington, Nov. 12 

Plans for a world telecommunica- 
tions conference to open next July l, 
hea be followed by a world-wide par- 
ley on shortwave broadcasting 
first of its kind in radio history in 
the fall of 1947, were revealed Sat- 
jurday (9) by Francis Colt DeWolf, 
ichief of the State Department’: 
|Telecommunication. Division 


} 


| DeWolf said the dates, 





the 





Dut not the 


locale, of these two all important 
|radio meetings were decided at the 
|recent preliminary five-power par- 
\ley in Moscow, attended by dele- 
| gates from the U. S., USSR, United 
Kingdom, France and China. His 





speech, broadcast over a CBS hook- 
up, was the first official 


report on 
|the Moscow meetings. (FCC Com- 
|missioner Clifford J. Durr and 
j}other American delegates who re- 


|mained as observers at the London 
international telegraph sessions this 
month were expected back in Wash- 
ington today). 

| Though overall allocations of 
|dio channels will be decided at the 
| July conference, biggest fight is an- 
|ticipated at the shortwave parley 
|next fall. That meeting will assign 
|shortwave channels to the various 
| countries, and set up a new World 
| Organization to encourage inter- 
|change of shortwave programs and 
| discourage engineering interference 
| between stations. 

| Russia, England and other Eu- 
|ropean countries, all with plans for 
| expansion of existing radio plant, 
lare already jousting for position in 
ithe shortwave spectrum, while the 
U. S., Canada and Latin America 
have teamed up to ask for a healthy 


ra- 


share of shortwave ether for West- 
ern Hemisphere countries. 

At a recent four-power Paris 
meeting, the Soviets were out- 


talked in their insistence on an im- 
mediate shortwave conference. 
Britain, U. S. and France held out 
for delaying the conclave until after 
the general telecommunications con- 
ference in July. 

Tip-off on Russia’s expansion in 
this field is recent activation of three 
high-powered outlets in and around 
Moscow; one of them, incidentally, 
is on a channel already in use by a 
BBC station. Russia’s Oct. 7 ban on 
use of its shortwave facilities by 
U.S. correspondents is also consid- 
ered as only the first step in a Rus- 
sian demand for a larger block of 
shortwave spectrum. 

Prime items on agenda of the 
world conference in July will be 
revision of the 1932 Madrid Conven- 
tion on radio and establishment of 
a stronger International Telecom- 
munications Union. DeWolf said the 
five-power parley agreed that the 
new ITU should have a permanent 
staff, affiiliate with the United Na- 
tions but operate independently, 
and be given authority to decide 
whether or not signals from pro- 
posed domestic stations would in- 
terfere with transmissions. from al- 
ready existing ‘operations in other 
countries. The Moscow delegates, 
however, did not agree that the ITU 
should have the power to refuse 
assignment of a radio channel on 
this count. 

DeWolf hailed the Moscow meet- 
ings as a great success both from 
“the professional and personal point 
of view.” He said that the American 
delegation, which he headed, was 
treated with “utmost courtesy and 
hospitality” by Soviet communica- 
tions officials. 


NEBLETT’S 46 COLLEGE 
EDUCATION ‘GIVEAWAY’ 


Chicago, Nov. 12. 


Ambitious program audition was 
pulled recently to put over the Neb- 
lett Radio Productions’ live show 
“My Lucky Break.” At a cost of 
approximately $4,000 for the audi- 
tion, the half-hour program was 
made in the main studio of WGN 
and recorded by World. Audience 
was composed of radio people pr!- 
marily from the ad agencies in town. 

Show is built around a gimmick, 8 
college education to the first child 
born in a specified city while pro- 
gram is on the air, with blending of 
music, drama and dialog to unify 
the program. 

Jack La Frandre is director and 
producer; Judy Tom, writer; Josef 
Cherniavsky, music ‘conductor; Ed 
Prentiss, announcer; Dinning Sisters, 
Oscar Chausow, violinist; John Brad- 
ley, Carl Kroenke, Fern Persons, 
Cliff Soubier, Ted Bennett, Olan 











Soule and Angelyn Orr Neblett. 
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Sabbath Showmanship 


NBC's three-way Sunday 


into 
The 


web’s Sabbath-slanted 


spotting of denominational shows throws 
sharp focus the contrasting techniques applied to religious airers. 
contribs 


include “Eternal Light,” pre- 


sented by NBC and the Jewish Theological Seminary of America in the 


midday 12:30 period; “Catholic 
Radio Pulpit” morning show, 
Churches of Christ in America 

“Eternal Light” is easily 


Hour,” 


spons 


at 6 p.m., 
ored by 


and the 
the Federal 


“National 
Council of 


conceded to be the standout of the trio of 


religioso airers in its application of showmanship and sock dramatie 


technique. 


With Morton Wishengrad as the scripter, Frank Papp as 


the director and Milton Krents in a supervisory production capacity, 


ihe show forcefully integrates 


a dramatization formula with the 


preachment that pays off in entertainment value. 
On the other hand, both the Protestant and Catholic shows put major 


emphasis on the ecclesiastic 
inject a production hypo. 
tempo, the “Catholic Hour” 
came 
that earlier showmanship. 

Of the three, “Eternal 
picking up the sustainers. “Light” 
to “Catholic Hour’s” 95 stations 
also have Saturday evening 


Light” 


34 NBC stations). 
And “Light” was only able to 


overtones, 
A couple years back, 
switched over 
up with some of radio’s top shows, 


has 
is carried by 
ana 
“Religion In the 


with little or no attempt to 
tied in with the war 
to a dramatic format and 


but it’s failed to recapture 


Stations 
in contrast 
(Protestants 
program carried by 


least acceptance among 
52 affiliates, 
“Radio Pulpit’s” 69. 
News” 


achieve a 52-station acceptance after 


leading merchants in a number of affiliate cities, both Jewish and non- 
Jew vish, put pressure on the station to carry the show. 





od 





Equity Library Theatre New Road 
To Legit, Films for AFRA Talent 


AFRA actors, anxious to 
their activities and 
jobs, have segued increasingly 


improve their 


the Equity Library Theatre project | 


in New York the past two Seasons. 
This legit activity, though not di- 
rectly remunerative, has led to sev- 
fine film and stage jobs for | 
while giving others a chance | 
to do something they liked—appear 


eral 


some, 


before a live audience, and get away 
from some routine radio assign- 
ments. 


Influx started last season, accord- 


ing to Benna Franklin, ELT exec 
secretary, when Sylvia Lee, an 
AFRAite, produced “Coquette” for 


ELT with practically an AFRA cast, 
and word spread around as to favor- 
able results. Thus far, 390 AFRA 
members have registered with ELT, 
most of whom came in last season, 
although 80 of them signed up this 
fall. 

ELT puts on legit plays with 
Equity or allied union talent, giving 
performances free _ in _ libraries 
around New York City. Any quali- 
fied person wishing to put on a 
show registers with ELT, and takes 
over responsibility of picking direc- 
tor, cast, taking care of costumes, 
sets, lights, etc. Leads are reserved 
for Equity people although many 
AFRAites are also Equity and hence 
eligible for leads. 


Several AFRAites who acted in 
ELT productions last season were 
seen by legit agents or producers, 
and got Broadway jobs thereby. 
Marcella Markham, who was in 
ELT’s “Golden Boy,” has a role in 
the Theatre Guild’s “The Iceman 
Cometh.” Marian Walters, in ELT’s 
“Hands Across the Sea,” is in the 
John Golden production, “Made in 
Heaven.” Also in the Golden show 
is Carmen Matthews, from ELT's 
“Affairs of Anatole.” 


Mary James, in ELT’s ““Maedchen 
in Uniform,” got the femme lead op- 
posite Walter Huston in last spring's 

“Apple of His Eye,” now on tour. 
Don Hirst, in ELT’s “Servant of Two 
Masters,” was picked for the Mer- 
cCury role in “Amphitryon 38” at 
Bucks County Playhouse last sum- 
mer as result. Ellen Fenwick pro- 
duced ELT’s “Servant of Two Mas- 
ters” last season and, as reward, got 
® film job for herself. 

Equity notes that several radio di- 
rectors are coming into ELT this | 
season, because of the opportunities | 
for showing their stuff to live audi- 


ences. Day Tuttle is staging “Our | 
Town"; Casey Allen, “Rocket to the 
Moon” and Christine Edwards, “Be- 
yond the Horizon.” Last season, | 


Anita Grannis directed ELT’s “The 
Good Hope,” Paul Gordon staged 
“The Silver Cord,” and Paul Ben- 
ard, “Waiting for Lefty.” 


Over 500 ELT actors got iobs in 


films, legit. strawhats, etc. since last 
season as direct result of Librars 
show 


appearances says Miss Frauk- 
lin—and 25% were AFRA, 


widen * 


into 


| 





U. of P.’s Radio Course 


Philadelphia, Noy. 12. 
A special course in radio educa- 
tion has been instituted at the Uni- 
| versity of Pennsylvania with stu- 
| dents completing required hours for 
icredit in KYW studios. 





Gordon Hawkins, educational di- 
rector of Westinghouse Radio Sta- 
tions, Inc., arranged for the co- 


ordination between station and uni- 
versity with Dr. Frederick Gruber, 
assistant professor of education. 

This is the first attempt ever made 
to give scholastic credit to students 
for apprentice work in a radio sta- 
tion. 





Harlem Audience 
Participationer 


On Mutual Plans 


Mutual programming dept. has 
been experimenting on the q.t. the 
past month with a novel, new for- 
mula—an audience participation 
show exclusively with Negroes. Em- 
ploying comic Willie Bryant as em- 
cee, web has gone along slowly, try- 
ing several styles with audiences in 
various halls and ballrooms in Har- 
lem, feeling its way, hoping for a 
good comedy show to develop out of 
its experiments. 


Show has the okay of Negroes, 
particularly the Negro press. 
the first time anything of this kind 
has been done with a Negro audi- 
ence and Mutual has run into some 
amusing difficulties, getting audi- 
ences to take free admission tickets 
(expecting some racket), and con- 
vincing them that the gifts handed 
out have no strings attached. Web's 
belief is that a good comedy show 
can evolve, tapping considerable un- 
inhibited talent, while advertising 
possibilities are excellent in a big, 
fairly untapped Negro market. 





Show planned is a half-hour, five- 
a-week airer, which Mutual would 
| like to shove into its 3:30 p.m. spot. 
| Format has Bryant running the show | 


| like a club meeting, the “Harlem | 
| Hospitality Club,” with himself as 
president. Bryant, who runs an 


amateur show now on WMCA, N.Y., 
is looked on as good emcee timber. 

Bryant, incidentally, was emcee 
last summer of a Negro music show 
on CBS called “Night Life.” Show 
went on only after considerable de- 
| bate. due to squawks from Southern 
affiliates who objected to either 
mixed or Negro shows. Show was 
dropped after the summer with a 
vague promise from the net to re- 
iturn it, but never did. 


| 
| 


| from 
| be little time left over for 


| following the recent election, 


PROBES, | bUT 
atEN IN 


Washington, Nov. 12 
is in for a tough time here 
as the 
Republican Party gets its chance 
for dealing out patronage for the 
\first time in 14 years. Commission | 
will be so busy fending off blows | 
Capitol Hill that there may 
affirma- 


FCC 


| tive ventures. | 





| 


| 


| terday 


ital 
| n 
i} into 


| Despite 


| Chairman 
| National 


ichief would not return to Héad up 





It’s | 





| 
| 


GOP threats range from extinc- 
tion of FCC, through possible re- 
organization of the agency, to cer- 
long drawn-out investigations 
every phase of its operation 
acting FCC Charles Denny's 
predictions, the Blue Book may be 
“bleached” merely through FCC’s 
inability to enforce it. 

Meanwhile, the future of OPA 
Paul A. Porter is still 
“officially” in doubt. Democratic 
Committee Chairman Bob 
Hannegan earlier opined the OPA 
the FCC, but President Truman at a 
| White House news conference yes- 
(Monday) refused to com- 
ment on Porter’s next move. Other | 
reports say Porter has been offered | 
a $40,000 a year post as prexy of 
Broadcast Music, Inc. 


Industry men here also 
largely of a $75,000 offer to Porter | 
from a Hollywood film company | 
which wants Washington representa- 
tion. Other prognosticators point to 
likely Cabinet vacancies, and pre- 
dict Porter may be drafted to con- 
tinue Government service. Another | 
prophet sees him back at FCC but 
only for a “matter of months.” 

In the event Porter does not re- 
turn to the FCC, acting chairman 
Denny is assured of Mr. Truman’s 
blessing for the post of permanent 
chairman. And, lucky for him, eleva- 
tion would not require a two-thirds 
vote of the Upper House. If Porter 
doesn’t return, a “lame duck” is the 
most probable bet for the vacancy. 


What of Congress? 

Meanwhile, the White House may 
delay topside appointments until | 
the temper of the GOP Congress | 
toward new radio legislation is more 
clearly defined. A reorganization of 
the agency, shearing the seven-man 
commission to five or even three 
members, has been discussed in | 
some GOP quarters. 


Heaviest blow at FCC’s pocket- 
book is the succession of Rep. Rich- 
ard Wigglesworth (R., Mass.) to; 
head up the House appropriations 
subcommittee in charge of indie 
offices’ funds—directly controlling | 
FCC budget matters. Wigglesworth, 
member of the old Cox committee, 
is one of the FCC’s worst enemies, 
and one of the most informed leg- 
islators on day-to-day FCC actions. 

Rep. Clarence Lea, long-time head | 
of the House interstate and foreign 
commerce committee, is due to be 
replaced by ranking Rep. Charles | 
Wolverton (R., N. H.) On the Sen- | 
ate side, the chairmanship may fall | 
to Sen. Wallace White of Maine. | 
who co-authorized the Communica- 


(Continued on page 36) 


RINES BLOWS BLANC, 
WOLFF FOR GRIFFIN: 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Direction on two comedy shows 
on CBS passed to new hands this 
week. Joe Rines pulled out of the 
Mel Blanc setup for Colgate and Z. 
Wayne Griffin was replaced by Nat 
Wolff on the Eddie Bracken entry 
for Texaco. Sam Fuller, radio head 
of Sherman & Marquette, will try to 
get the Blanc program rolling, com- 
'patible with the wishes of the agency 
|and client. It became too much of a 
hassel for Rines so he asked for his 


speak 














|release with no demand for a set- 


ltlement of 


‘ 


his firm-26 contract, 
which had a cycle and some week 
to go 

Change on the Bracken show was 
made at the behest of the Buchanan 
agency. whose radio head, Martin 
Jones, held that a switch might help 
improve the rating. Wolff recently 
:med agency supervisor on the 


vas na 
piece, also rides herd on Abbott and 


| Costello. i 


FCC FACES ROCKY GOP ROAD 








ane ft 


'of FM with the public, 


What Price Fluf? 


At least four WNBC announcers 


are out of the ‘“Fluffscar” sweep- 
stakes established by the sta- 
tion’s manager, Jim Gaines, 


when the NBC flagship in New 
York switched this month from 
its old call-letters of WEAF. 
There were that many fluffs in 
the station’s first week on the 
air under the new tag, “WEAF” 
going out on the air each time. 


WCBS nee WABC — which 
carries the CBS flag in N. Y 
is luckier, or something. Man- 


ager Art Hayes said there wasn’t 
a single fluff that he knows of. 
“At least, they don’t show on 
the reports,” he declared. 


FM Assn. Formed 
At D. C. Meet To 
Push New Medium 


Washington, Nov. 12. 
FM Assn. (FMA) is the name of 
the new promotion group, conceived 
during the NAB convention in Chi- 
cago and given a formal christen- 








ing at a meeting of its steering 
committee here yesterday (Mon- 
day). 

New association, its credo de- 
clares, will not conflict with the 
work of the NAB or other estab- 


lished trade associations. It will 
devote itself entirely to promotion 
set manufac- 
turers and FCC. 
broadcasters, manufacturers, tran- 
scription firms, wire news services 
and affiliated groups will be accept- 
ed as members. 

First general membership meeting 
is planned for December or Janu- 
ary, and will feature exhibition of 
new FM sets put on the market for 
Christmas buyers. Permanent offi- 
cers will be elected at that time. 
Temporary headquarters have been 


established in the International 
Bidg. here. 
Those who planned the FMA 


strategy here included: Roy Hof- 
heinz, ‘KTHT, Houston, chairman; 
Everett Dillard, KOZY, Kansas City, 
and WSDC Washington; Stanley 
Ray, WRCM, New Orleans; W. R. 
David, General Electric; Wayne Coy, 
manager WINX and WINX-FM, 
Washington: FE. J. Hodel, WCFC, 
Beckley, W. Va.; Frank Gunther, 
Radio Engineering Labs.; R. F. 
Kohn, WFMZ, Allentown,  Pa.; 
C. M. Jansky, consulting engineer, 
and Leonard Marks, legal counsel to 
the association. 


MARTIN DEAL SEEN 
FOR BRACKEN SPOT 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 
reported near closing for 
Tony Martin to go under auspices 
of Texaco. If contract’s signed, he 
would take over Bracken’s Sunday 
time on CBS, and latter will be 
moved to a new spot opening up on 
either NBC or CBS. With “Mr. 
and Mrs. North” skedded to go off, 
NBC time is reported going to 


Deal 


| Bracken. 


Texaco deal with Bracken is in 
13-week options, but it’s understood 
he'll get another 13 to build show. 


Cowan ‘Hired-Fired’ Quiz 
Show Looks Set for Inking 


New half-hour nighttime quiz pro- 
“Hired or Fired,” a Lou Co- 
Productions package, looks set 
for imminent network spon orship. 
Chicago agency, Behel, 
Briggs. 
show on behalf of a client 
being directed by 


2Tam. 


Wan 


John Lewellen. 


Cowan outfit also packages the 
“Murder at Midnight” transcription 
show, now carried on 40 stations. 


FM applicants and | 


Waldie & | 
has taken an option on the | 
Show is | 


WIBK Purchase Bid Brings Wholesale 
CARDS Ownership Question to Forefront 


By DOROTHY HOLLOWAY 


| Washington, Nov. 12 
Though there is no official ceiling 
on AM station ownership, FCC on 
the q. t. has been following an un- 
written policy of trying to keep one 


|outfit from controlling more than six 


high-powered Standard broadcast 





stations. At the moment, FCC's con- 
cern with monopoly-growth in AM 
is focused on bid of Fort Industries 
to purchase WJBK, Detroit—which 


would give the company its eighth 


property in the standard field 


| Topside policy at FCC is known to 
|favor limiting ownership to six AM 
; Stations, to gear in with a similal 


| ceiling already in effect in FM. First 
| indication of FCC thinking was iis 
|refusal to okay purchase of KQW, 
San Francisco by CBS—a deal which 
would have given that network its 
eighth wholly-owned | station. In 
that case, however, the commission 
stopped short of placing any lid on 
AM cwnership, on the theory that 


power and location of standard sta- 
tions was more important than 
numerical strength. FCC merely 
said in the CBS decision—currently 
due for court appeal—that it had an 
obligation to prevent “undue con- 
centration” in radio. 

Fort Industries, anticipating FCC 


opposition, has already conferred 
with acting FCC Chairman Charlie: 
R. Denny and, on his say-so, 
mitted itself to sell one of its 
properties, if necessary to win com- 
mission okay on the WJBK pur. 
| chase. It is understood FCC indi- 
| cated it would even prefer the com- 
| pany to unload two stations, but ad- 
|mitted it couldn't enforce such a 
mandate short of a specific ruling on 
AM ownership 


com- 
other 





Fort Holdings 

| Commander George Storer’s Fort 
| Industries now owns WSPD, Toledo 
| (kw); WWVA, Wheeling (50kw); 
| WMMN, Fairmont, W. Va. (5kw); 
WLOK. Lima, O. (250w): WHIZ, 
Zanesville, O. (250w); WAGA, At- 
lanta (5kw):; WGBS, Miami (10kw); 
and has a minority bloc in Sol Hass’ 
Seattle station, KIRO. Since Fort only 
has one 50-kilowatter, its holdings 
are far less impressive than CBS’ 
with six 50kw clear channe! stations, 
a seventh wholly-owned regional, and 
a 45% non-voting interest in an 
eighth 5kw station. For this rea- 
son, some insiders are taking odds 
that FCC will back down on its re- 
quirement that Fort unload one of 
its present holdings as the price of 
picking up WJBK, Detroit—a 


mere 250-watter. 
Westinghouse Radio Stations, Inc., 
is another company which may be 


suffering from “over-bigness” in 
FCC's eyes. Westinghouse has four 
prize 50kw clear channel outlets, 
(KYW, Philadelphia: KDKA, Pitts- 
burgh; WBZ, Boston; and KEX, 
Portland); WBZA, a lkw station in 
Sprinfield, Mass.; and is currently 
applying to boost power of its sixth 
station, WOWO, Ft. Wayne, to 50kw. 
Westinghouse is competing § with 
Dorothy Thackrey’s New York Post 
Station WLIB, Brooklyn, for use of 
the 1190kc wavelength in Ft. Wayne. 
WLIB wants mutually exclusive 
nighttime operation on that channel 
in New York. 

Since 50kw for WOWO would give 
| Westinghouse a fifth clear channel 
| operation and coverage second only 
|to that of CBS-owned stations, it is 
| predicted that FCC will prefer a 
grant to WLIB. 

ABC net, with four-and-a-half 
0.&0. stations, is well under the six- 
outlet ceiling. ABC is nonetheless 
!concerned with FCC’s’ unwritten 
‘law, since the net has definite plans 
to expand its AM holdings. For 
example, if ABC picks up another 
fulltime station, it may buck up 
against FCC opposition should it at- 
tempt to clinch a further deal later 
on to buy WLS, the Prairie Farmer 
station in Chi, and so win a fulltime 
channel there. Net is known to be 
eyeing other markets, but puts heav- 
insuring FCC okay 








| iest emphasis on 


of any deal that might expand 
WENR, Chi, into a fulltime opera- 
| tion, 
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WNEW’s Sock Defense Vs. Conniff 


In Hearst Blast at Tolerance Spots 


By SAUL CARSON 


Ted Cott, the program director of 
Arde Bulova’s more powerful N. Y. 
indie, WNEW, has been taking to the 
air every Wednesday night at peak 
listening time to read letters, gripes 
and squawks from listeners, and to 
answer or explain away some of the 
station’s practices. On the last stanza 
(6), Cott went to town, tackling a 
Hearst columnist who had criticized | 
the station and telling him off, but | 
good. It was an expression of im- 
portant principles of importance to 
radio as a whole. 

It so happens that recently Cott | 
authored a series of spot announce- 
ments on a general tolerance theme 
which WNEW itself aired, and of 
which the Institute for Democratic 
Education thought enough to cir- 
culate among radio stations coun- 
irywide. A New York Journal -and 
American columnist, Frank Conniff, 
heard the spots on WNEW. To him, 
was using the idea of “toler- | 
ance” for the purpose of “igniting | 
tension” among Americans. He said | 
four | 


this 


that after hearing one_ spot 
times “I began to boil inwardly 
when I realized that tolerance was 


now being hawked like a singing 
commercial.” 
“Station WNEW,” wrote Conniff, 


“can undoubtedly furnish charts and 
graphs which prove that exasperat- 
ing repetition of monotonous themes 
sells soap, or candy, or cigarettes. I 
doubt sincerely, however, if the} 
‘huckster’ technique will succeed in 
popularizing ‘intolerance. Tolerance 
is either in your heart, or it isn’t 





. The big majority of Americans 
are instinctively tolerant ... crack- 
pots continually arise ... and then 


subside into the oblivion which pro- 
duced them. Their gospels of hate 
have always collapsed against the 
natural tolerance of Americans.” 

It so happened that Conniff’s col- 
umn had been printed the very 
afternoon before Cott was to go on 
the air. Cott started by quoting a 
postcard from another listener who 
made no bones about his reaction 
to the same spots which, the listener 
held, smell. He then quoted Miss 
Henrietta Harrison, radio director of 
the YMCA, for a contrary opinion, 
reporting also that 247 listeners had 
complimented the station on the 
spots. And he warmed up by quoting 
Conniff and answering: 

“The selling technique of spot an- 
nouncements has been developed at 
great cost, but it is yet to be widely 
applied to radio’s public service ac- 


+ 


| Woodward 
| largest dept. store, into radio. 





tivities. If real public service is to be 
realized, the concept of radio as a 
salesman must be used. Too often 
has an important idea been married 
to an ineffective technique of pres- 
entation; this is a shotgun marriage, 
it rarely works. 

“You cannot close your eyes to the 
fact that intolerance exists in the 
country and say: ‘Oh well, the Con- 
stitution guarantees the right for 
everybody to have freedom of all 
kinds.’ It is one thing to read the 
Constitution, and another to prac- 
tice it.” 

Shoe on Other Foot 

Cott quoted the standard diction- 
ary definition of the world “toler- 
ance” and hammered it home 
through three repetitions in a way 
as to leave the impact with the 
listener that Conniff was being any- 
thing but tolerant. He played one of 
his tolerance spots—with Jay Jostyn, 
“Mr. D.A.” cast, deing the brief nar- 
ration, And when he was through, 
there wasn't any doubt as to who 
had got the better of the argument. 

By implication, Cott probably 
came Close to challenging the FCC’s 
Mayflower dictum against editorial- 
izing over the radio. True, he was 
covered by the fact that he was 
carrying into effect another FCC 
dictum, the one in the Blue Book 
which urges stations to establish 
closer liaiscen between broadcasters 
and listeners. But the punchy man- 
ner in which he answered Conniff, 
without stooping to Hearstian in- 
nuendo or losing his temper, was a 
credit to radio. And his restatement 
of fundamental principles was both 
sensible and temperate. 

It remains for the stations around 
the country who are currently get- 
ting the Cott tolerance spots through 
the IED, to show whether, on the 
whole, radio sides with Conniff and 
Hearst or with WNEW and Bulova. 
WNEW has “taken over the job,” as 

Cott said on the broadcast, “in this 
particular smail area to present to 
the people a constant reminder that 
intolerance does exist and to try 
dramatically to express the idea that 
it should be discarded.” Hearst dis- 
sents. ; 








*Tain’t Funny, McGee 

Fibber McGee & Molly at- 
tained the ne plus ultra on two 
scores last week (5) with their 
| Election Night airing over NBC. 


| They won hands down in the 
stars-plug-the-sponsor sweep- 


stakes. And their show contained 
a prime bit of business of the 
kind only recently condemned 





WASHINGTON PRELUDE 
With Roy Shield orch, Elwood Gary, 
choral group (8), Raine Bennett, 


narrator, Sam Wanamaker, guest. 
Producer: Ross Filian. 
30 Mins.; Tues., 7:30 P.M. 
WOODWARD & LOTHROP DEPT. 


STORE 


| WRC, Washington 


(Harwood Ma wd 


WRC (NBC) has copped the local 
broadcast plum of the season in this | 
program, which marks the debut of | 
& Lothrop, D. C.’s 
Store 
is high in prestige and dignity in this 
town, and program has to be—and is 
—in keeping with high standard set 
by sponsor. 


With the highest budget for a| 
local program ever known here | 
($1,200 a shot for the talent nut | 
alone), Harwood Martin Agency, | 
handling account, has brought Ross 
Filian, ex-NBC, to produce With 
the future of high budget retail ad- 
| vertising at stake—a field not too} 


highly developed here—Filian et al | 
have gone to town in creating a top | 
drawer package, comparing favor- | 
ably with net institutional shows of | 
this type. 

Show, combination of semi-classi- | 
cal tunes with a bit of strictly long- | 
hair thrown in, plus a 9-10 minute |} 
dramatic skit, gets its pitch from the | 
capital background. The narration, | 
handled, with proper dignity and re- | 
straint by Raine Bennett, is an in- 
tegral part of the program, and em- | 
phasizes the D. C. traditional back- | 
ground On the whole, this goes | 
well, and adds interest to the an-| 
nouncements, but at times the point 
has to be stretched a shade too far to | 
get in the historical angle. A little | 
less straining on this point might | 
make for a more natural presenta- 
tion. 

Show caught—third of the series— 
ran smoothly and gave evidence | 
that the program has hit its stride. | 
Stuffiness, which might be expected | 
on this type of traditional back- | 
ground stint, is absent, thanks to fine | 
production, some neat scripting by 
agency’s Hariot Stem, and a format 
which keeps things moving at 
lively and varied pace. 

Roy Shield, with a 22-piece band | 
garnered from local musicians’ cir- 
cles, sets the pace for show with 
well selected tunes, from which | 
Shields and his men get the most in | 
interpretation and technique. Num- 
bers played on this program were 
“Beyond Blue Horizon,’ with chorus, 
“Falling in Love With Love,” “Stars 
and Stripes Forever” and overture | 
to “Die Fliedermaus.” 

Elwood Gary, former Met tenor, 
handled solo portion of bill with 
feeling and enough shmaltz to make 
it ‘click. Longhair stint was confined 
to relatively well-known arias, and 
short ones, not hard to take. 

Dramatic portion was devoted to 
celebration of 100th birthday of 
John Philip Sousa, a native son. 
Sam Wanamaker, currently here in 
“Joan of Lorraine,’ added interest 
and class to a well-written script, 
nicely handled in lesser roles by a 
cast of local actors. Program will 
feature big name guest stars when 
available. Jane Cowl guested initial 
program. 

Commercials, written by Eleanor 
Door, are restrained, well integrated 
into program, and consistent with 


a | 
| 


spirit of institutional advertising 
along historical lines. Nothing 
blatantly commercial throughout 
airer. 


Traditional idea of show is a slick 
one, a natural for Washington, and 
at the same time adaptabl@ for other 
cities. Because of type of sponsor, 
WRC has no net aspirations for this 
one. Series, however, is undoubtedly 
network calibre. Lowe. 


THIS IS OUR TOWN 

With Gil Hodges, announcer 
Producer: Henry Felix 

15 Mins.; Sunday, 12:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WTAG-Worcester, Mass. 

Giving close-up views of various 
small towns in the New England 
territory serves a triple service for 
this Worcester indie in being solid 
promotion, good public service, and 
acceptable radio. Chief credit for 
the listenable quality in this show is 
the expert mike handling by Gill 
Hodges who keeps his interviews 
with the leading townsfolk short and 
factual while wrapping up _ the 
whole session with a running thread 
of pointed continuity. Show could 
be improved considerably if it 
tapped the gold mine of historical 
lore lying beneath the modern sur- 
face of America’s oldest region. 

On the reviewed session, the town 
of Millbury, Mass., was given the 0.0. 
via a series of interviews at a town 
hall Kiwanis Club meeting, where 
were gathered the doctors, lawyers, 
police chief, etc. Optimistic, rotar- 
ian note was inescapable in the re- 
cital of achievements by the tiny 
municipality of 7,600 population. 
Missing from the show was the 
voice of the town’s underside of 
workers and national groupings. 








Herm. 


| series 
|touch of originality couldn’t correct. 


| by seripters who complain that 
| sponsors 


are “loading” their 

shows with unshowmanlike 

propaganda for “free enter- 
prise Se 

On the plug side, it was all 


one long commercial, from start 
to pathetic finish when both 
Wistful Vista principals pleaded, 
anything but wistfully, for the 
bankroller'’s product. Entire 
show was placed (‘on the air, as 


well as in origination) at Ra- 
cine, Wis., wh:re Johnson wax- 
ery, the sponsor, is currently 


celebrating its 60th anni. Not a 
thing was left out—the Frank 
Lloyd architecture and _ air- 
conditioned factory, the John- 


son products repeated by name, 
title and description ad nauseum, 
and the fact that the Johnson 
employees — presumably includ- 
ing the McGees—form one big, 
happy, delirious family. 

The heavy ideology note was 
struck with the subtlety of a 
bulldozer by “Mayor LaTrivia,” 
one of the regulars on the show, 
who apparently hadn’t heard 
that propaganda on the air 
doesn’t mix with entertainment 
unless it’s done with skill. Cars. 

erie an 








THE CLOCK 
YTith Mercedes McCambridge, Grant 
Richagds, John McBryde, Florence 
Robinson, Walter Kinsella, Charles 
Webster; Bill Crago, announcer 
Writer: Lawrence Klee 
Producer-Director: Clark Andrews 
Musical Directer: Bernard Green 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WJZ-ABC, N. Y¥. 
There’s nothing 
of half-hour 


wrong with this 
dramats that a 


Show is polished down to a high 
shine with plenty of production 
grease but not enough to cover the 
hoary formula operating at the core. 
Goal of scripter Lawrence Klee was 
to spin his stories around the cen- 
tral theme of man vs. implacable 
time—hence the overall title of “The 
Clock”. But the execution is way 
under the mark. After the ponderous 
but superficial philosophising about 
time on the first two shows are re- 


cal contrivance 
motion—like clockwork. 


On last Sunday’s session j 
was a case of a young shop girl 
falling in love with an actor after 
an accidental meeting and then hav- 
ing him fall under a circumstantial 
cloud of being a homicidal maniac. 
Buildup of suspicion was terrific but 
the denouement crashes on its face. 
|The maniac was another guy. On 
the preceding session it was a case 
of a wife being suspected by her 
husband of carrying on with another 
man. The other man turns out to be 
her brother. This sot of thing gets 
monotonous. 

Program is saved by expert thesp- 
ing, well-paced direction, and ex- 
cellent musical background. Herm. 








EASY LISTENING 
With Durelle Alexander, Bob Stan- 
ford, Bert Noyd, Billy Mayo, The 
Quintet 
15 Min.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 12:30 p.m. 
(CST) 
INTERSTATE THEATRES CIRCUIT 
KTSA, San Antonio 
From the studios of KGKO, Ft. 
Worth-Dallas, and wending its way 
out over the stations of the Lone 
Star Chain, comes this opus which 
is true to its title. It’s a fast-moving 
quarter-hour, full of music, novelties, 
songs and some good laughs. Inter- 


on regional webs. 
Durrelle Alexander 

vocalist, and has only recently re- 

turned to her home town, Dallas. 


tunity to display her singing talent as 


edy lines. 
both. She has a nice voice with a 
pleasing 


Refined,” “You Were Meant for Me” 
and “Who Do You Love I Hope.” 


solo and shows mastery of the key- 
| board. Music was furnished by Billy 
| Mayo quintet composed of bass, clar- 
| inet, vibraphone, piano and guitar. 





| Group turned in some neat rhyhms. | 
| Group is big-time entertainment, and | 
should be spotted for major network | 


| possibilities. Besides the background 
| for Miss Alexander’s vocals, combo 


| Me.” 


the program moving along smartly, 
adding to jokes and comedy situa- 
tions, the commercials as well. Com- 
mercials are brief and urge listeners 
that “Movies are your best enter- 
tainment.” Local announcers break 
in for several minutes with a round- 
up of local shows. 

It’s smart showmanship from start 
to finish and could easily be extend- 
ed to a half-hour program. Ardy. 





SKY KING 
With Roy Engel, Beryl 
Johnny Coons, others 
Writer: Robert M. Burtt 
Producer-Director: Roy Winsor 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 5:15 p.m. 
DERBY FOODS 
WJIZ-ABC, N. Y. 
(Needham, Louis, Brorby) 


Vaughan, 


agent, ex-Navy flier and ex-cowboy 
who brings his rich background into 
a fight against crime in the West. 
If that’s not enough for a youngster’s 
psychology of transference, the evil 
characters whom Sky King is trying 
to thwart, with the help of his niece 
and nephew, 


both are heavily ac- 
cented; the clipped syllables of one 
foiling the heavy gutterals of the 
otner, 

Scripting, as is usually the case 
with programs like this, delineates 
situations enjoyed by 12-year-olds in 
words understandable by a 3-vear- 
old idiot. Whatever excitement can 
be squeezed between two lengthy 


commercials 
stant repetition of the obvious. 
Thesping takes the listener through 
all the verbal gestures of a “Hamlet” 
soliloquy, 

But if past experience is any cri- 
terion, show will sell gobs and gobs 
of Peter Pan Peanut Butter. 

Tomm. 


YOUNG BOOK REVIEWERS 
With Margaret Scoggin, Moderator: 
Others 
30 Mins.; Saturday, 11:30 a.m. 
Producer-Director: Lillian Okun 
Sustaining 
WMCA, N. Y. 
In an effort to find something dif- 
ferent in juve programs, WMCA has 


seemingly reached high in left field 
for this one, which is primarily 
slanted to snare teen-age listeners 


within the same age brackets (12 to 
15) who voice their opinions on the 





| moved, all that’s left is a mechani- | the 
i repeating a simple | 


book selected for discussion each 
week. Judging from initial stanza 
on Saturday (9) it may have some 
educational value—but that’s all. 
It's hardly likely that any save 
bookworms of juvenilia. will 


rally round the soundbox at the ap- 


| pointed hour for this one. It’s weak 





| 


state has a bell-ringer in this produc- | 
tion, one of three now being aired | 


(10), it | competition for what the kids could 


be doing otherwise. Initial stanza, 
moderated by Margaret C. Scoggin, 
head of the Juvenile Division 


of N. Y. Public Library, brought to 
the mike as guester Charles Court- 
ney, Harlem locksmith ard author 
of “Unlocking Adventure,’ culled 
from author's experiences with 
opening locks for civilians and gov- 
ernment. A mixed group of teen- 
agers who had read the book quizzed 
the author about contents, eventual- 
ly eliciting that he was a cousin of 
Jules Verne, which inspired his con- 
centration on the  lock-springing 
business. It all went off okay but 
was a bit dry on overall, which 
springs a doubt as to whether the 
kids will go for this one. Edba. 


RETURN TO SOCIETY 

With Louis Beachner, John Barry, 
Paul Tomaine, Norman M. Stone, 
George Meares, Herman K. Spec- 
tor, Capt. Jerome Adler, Dr. Ber- 
tram Pollens 

Writer: Lilian Supove 

Producer: Seymour N. Siegel 

30 Mins.; Sunday, 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNYC, N. Y. 





| 
is featured 
| fairly 


Formerly with several name bands | 
as vocalist, she is given an oppor-| 
She hits the bullseye in | 
personality, and was heard | 


on airing caught in “My Sugar Is So | 


Bert Noyd was heard in a piano | 


was given the spotlight in “All of | 


| Stanford is program m.c. and keeps | ter: Dr. Peter F. 


Originally designed as a_ public 
service show to acquaint New York- 
ers with the function of the city’s 
Department of Correction, “Return 
to Society” will not garner heavy 
listening. Academicaliy, this is a 
interesting program, telling, 
as it does, of the manner in which 
first offenders are weaned from an 
early start on the road to crime. 


| Format has a dramat opening, and 
well as feed Bob Stanford some com- | 


the premiere 
began by 


showed 

stealing cars 
| liked to drive and had 
given the opportunity, 
narrated his subsequent ventures 
into an underworld career. Follow- 
ing the playlet, board members take 
over with a discussion of the case. 
For the first three board meetings, 
| Show will have Norman M. Stone, 
exec sec’'y of the Department of Cor- 
|rection; George Meares, probation 
officer. Kings County courts: Her- 
man K. Spector, director education, 
Department of Correction; Captain 
Jerome Adler, classification and as- 
signment officer, Riker’s Island peni- 
tentiary:; Dr. Bertram Pollens, exec 
|sec’y New York Consultation Cen- 
Amoroso, commis- 
| sioner, Department of Correction. 

| Discussions would have had more 
| relevancy if they held to the point 
j in question: i.e., whether or not the 
| culprit should go to the reformatory 
in preference to the pen. As with 
SO many discussion shows, this gab- 
fest became a contest in hair- 


how a_ boy 
because he 
never been 
and « then 


splitting over what should be done 
| with the boy when he’s put in the 
‘reform school, with the question of 





Looks like the war has ended 
everywhere except in the late-after- 
noon radio comic. strips, of which 
“Sky King” is an outstanding ex- 
ample. Only it’s not so comic. While 
the UN delegates are on the east 
coast trvinge to build a cohesive 
world, all the little moppets at the 
other end are hearing  heavies 
threaten their heroes in thick for- 
eign accents of various origins. Per- 
haps it’s reaching, but this sort of 
wind wn In he fertile subcon- 
scious of juvenile minds could reap 
the world another whirlwind in the } 
not-too-distant future. 

Title role is that of an ex-FBI 


is heightened by con- | 


— 
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: Followup Comment 


Se Oe i in in i i 


Save for a few minor 
tions, the handling of the Army- 
|Notre Dame game on the various 
} webs was strictly major league an. 
nouncing. Red Barber on CBS, Har- 
ry Wismer on ABC and Bill Stern 
on NBC were at all times alerted to 


indiscree 





the tense defensive and offensive 
|playing. One source of irritation, 
|for which all the boys were guilty, 
|} was the repeated break-in (without 
benefit of time-out and often dis- 


rupting the continuity in describing 
plays) to bring the listeners up to 
date on other scores. 

Don Dunphy, doing the Penn-Co- 
lumbia game for WINS, probably did 
the shrillest job on record And 
| that third-quarter crack was an all- 
time honey. With the score 27-6, 
and the Quakers smearing the Lions 
from here to there, Dunphy suddenly 
popped up with, “It’s still anybody’s 
ball game!” 





| 20th-Fox took over Gulf's “We, 
|The People” on CBS Sunday (10) 
night to plug its forthcoming “Ra- 
|zor’s Edge” in what wv probably 
the top pre-release pitch made on 
radio for a film. Execs of 20ih claim 
|they didn’t pay anything for the 
| tie-in. If that’s true, then Gulf got 
cheated, for with the barrage of bal- 
lyhoo given the film, it’s doubtful 
| whether listeners paid any attention 
| to the Gulf commercials. 

Program featured just about 
| everybody on the 20th lot, from pro- 
| duction chief Darryl F. Zanuck down 
|to the studio cop stationed at the 
ifront gate. Show suffered from a 
| poorly-written script that marred its 
entertainment value but which cere 
|tainly didn’t hurt its exploitation 
| value. It sounded rather ludicrous, 
| for example, to hear the aforemen- 
tioned cop declare that he'd pres 
| dicted Tyrone Power would one day 
| become a star, when Power used to 
me his father on the set as a kid. 


as 


Presence of Power and Gene Tier- 
ney, co-stars of “Edge,” on the show, 
undoubtedly hypoed its interest for 
the fans. Best speech on the program 
was given to Power—and that was 
a direct quote from Somerset 
Maugham’s book, from which the 
film was adapted. 


| 


Jean Sablon, who has sung his 
pashy songs around the world, has 
sufficient vocal power to crush any 
sales resistance in the femme mar- 
kets. After a brief run on CBS as a 
sustainer, he’s now piping on behalf 
of Hudnut products on a new time 
slot 7:15 p.m. Saturdays in a pro- 
gram that doesn’t permit the com- 
mercials to interfere too much with 
the atmosphere he creates. Intimate 
delivery, which is drawing consid- 
erable in-person trade at the Wedg- 
wood room of the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, N. Y., went off extremely well 
on the first program under Hudnut 
auspices. Renditions of “To Each His 
Own,” “Pigalle” and “Might As Well 
Be Spring” plus program gimmicks 
of teaching a French expression, 
gave an impression of sophistication 
and smoothness that should make 
the sales agency happy. He's accom- 
panied by Tutti Camarata’s band of 
strings plus a French horn that pro- 
vides a lush background of cleverly 
arranged counterpoint. However, the 
orch was too loud upon occasion, a 
fault easily remedied. 


Patti Clayton’s 15-minute session 
“Waitin’ for Clayton” off the air fof 


(9) with a format that should make 


Miss Clayton the darling of the 
musie industry. It’s the only net- 
work program that dignifies the 


status of the song-plugger by giving 
him a chance to hawk his tunes over 
theair. Initial plugger heard, Redd 
Evans, gave a brief spiel on the vir- 
tues of his tune, did a brief turn at 
the piano and in a cracked voice 
started the tune which Miss Clayton 
took over. The stunt went off well. 

Miss Clayton with backing from 
the Archie Bleyer’s band ine 
gave a nice account of herself wit 
a warm smooth voice. 





WOV, N. Y., followed up its “It’s 
a Racket” series of shows, backed by 
the Better Business Bureau, with & 
special half-hour show last Thurs- 
day night (7) devoted to “the over- 
seas package racket.” With its spe- 
cial appeal to a foreign-language 
audience interested in sending foo 
and clothing packages to compatri- 
ots overseas, the station accented 
| through the show, produced by Gail 
Austrian, a series of pointed warn- 
ings against chiselers and crooks 
capitalizing on misery. The rackets 
were thoroughly exposed, and some 
sound advice on how to guard against 
them was given the listening aud? 
ence, 





his going there entjrely ignored un- 
itil the end. After several minutes, 
the experts found they were arxt- 
ing over administrative policy. which 
is already set. What’s needed is 4 
strong moderator who will hold 
talkers to the point. 

Thesping in the short dramat wé@ 


© 





competent, as was the entire pro: 
duction. Slightly tighter pacine 
‘would help. Torii. 


a brief period, came back Saturday — 
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0 all those who have made Warner Bros. 


THE WORLD'S MOST 
HONORED STUDIOS: 


Citations have come to your studios in many forms and many 





° 
languages. Governments and peoples, religious and educational leaders 


Civic groups and press associations, military organizations and patriotic 
" ~ Societies have saluted you. The honors they have bestowed represent 


j the appreciation of a world-wide cross section of democracy. Time and 
'¢ again your contributions to a decent civilization and the cause of human 


dignity have been recognized. 


These citations have been gratefully accepted by us. We are 
proud of them and of what they represent in terms of your courageous 
vision, professional integrity and creative skill. They are striking evi- 





dence that motion pictures are built of more than celluloid and scenery. 
Our industry, above any other, is founded on human values and. is 
Sas fostered by the idealism of the men and women in it. Each 
” *} award that comes to our company is gratifying proof of your 
continuing devotion to the principles of the free screen. 


Pride in your accomplishments is matched by our con- 
fidence in your future achievements. We know that you will 
continue to serve the great motion picture public above and 
beyond the call of superior entertainment. 


Our personal thanks to each of you. 


Sincerely, 


aye) 
ae 
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Installation Problem Posed By 


RCA Set Release—Who's to Do It? 


Release of the first new RCA post- 4 


television sets to stores in the 

area last week points up an 
argument that is growing progres- 
sively more vociferous within the 
industry: should the manufacturer or 
the dealer install the sets? — 

RCA has set up a special sub- 
sidiary organization, comprised of 
technicians W ho devote their entire 
time to installing and servicing sets. 
Company refuses to permit any of 
its dealers to handle the installation 
problem, which has elicited a raft of 
squawks from dealers interested in 
grabbing off some of the $50 installa- 
tion service charge for them- 
selves. Most other manufacturers 
also prefer to install their own sets 
now, but are prepared to turn over 
the job to dealers once the latter 
have become sufficiently acquainted 
with tele’s unique problem to handle 
the installation successfully. 

Viewtone, which has_ produced, 
sold and installed more sets than any 
other manufacturer since the war’s 
end, is one of those in the latter 
category. Company, according to 
prexy Irving Kane, received plenty 
of protests from dealers when it first 
announced its policy of installing 
and servicing all sets for a period of 
six months. Subsequent experience 
with dealers setting up sets them- 
selves proved Kane’s idea was solid 
and most of the retailers have now 
come around to his point of view. 

Thirst for Knowledge 

In order to prepare dealers for the 
time when they could handle the job 
themselves, however, Viewtone on 
zOct. 31 instituted a special forum 
at its Brooklyn, N. Y., plant, in- 
viting all its merchants to par- 
ticipate in discussions of installa- 
tion problems. Invitations were sent 
out to 60 dealers and 73 showed up, 
indicating, according to Kane, the 
thirst for tele knowledge on the part 
of the retailers. Albert Nadel, chief 
Viewtone engineer, and Leslie Solo- 
mon, his assistant, conducted the 
forum, which dealt with electronic 
information and_ instruction that 
would teach a dealer how to service 
any manufacturer's set. Meets were 
to be held for the next five Thurs- 
day nights. 

It all boils down to the fact, ac- 
cording to Kane, that tele is some- 
thing new that requires special 
training and handling for installa- 
tion, Sets are precision instruments 
and a dealer cannot forget about one 
after he makes a sale. Dealers must 
learn the problems of installation, 
consequently, before they can take 
over for themselves. 


General Mills In 
Telesports on ABC 


ABC television picked up its top 

sponsor to date this week when 
General Mills signed to participate 
in sponsoring the Wednesday night 
telecasts of the Chicago Blackhawks 
pro hockey games over WBKB 
(‘Balaban & Katz), Chicago, through 
March 12. Station is one of the five 
over which ABC tele programs, 
Pending construction of its own vi- 
deo network, 
Deal marks the first entry of GM 
into tele and spending of the first 
Part of the $250,000 budget which it 
Plans to devote to video this year. 
Sale was lined up by James L. Stir- 
ton, ABC coordinator of tele sales 
for Chicago, Food company is only 
Paying for part of the freight, with 
Paul Mowrey, ABC tele chief, hop- 
ing to line up several more sponsors 
to wrap up the participation angle. 
Since the intervals between periods 
are so long in hockey, it’s probable 
that all sponsors will plug their 
Products during each game. 

ABC also sewed up another group 
of participating tyro sponsors this 
week, all clients of the Hirshon- 
Garfield ad agency. Clients will 
take over sponsorship of a new se- 
ries of shows by turn, with Natura 

arn Fabrics slated to do honors 
on the first one, which preems over 
WABD (DuMont, N. Y.) tomorrow 
(Thursday ) night. 


and 
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THE LAST WAR 

With Fay Marlowe, William Post, 
Jr., Philip Tonge, Kendall Clarke, 
Mary Wilsey, Ann Irish, John 
McQuade, Evelyn Peterson, Eve 


Marie Saint, Vaughn Taylor, Ar- | 


thur Hunnicutt, Walter Coy 
Producer-Director: Fred Coe 
Writer: Neil Grant 
45 Mins.; Sunday (106), 8:45 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 
This show, plugged by the NBC} 


flackery as a special pre-Armistice 
Day presentation, was probably one 
of the most ambitious sustaining 
programs yet staged by WNBT. De- 
spite the imagination and new tech- 
niques involved, though, “The Last 
War” just didn't off. It 
emerged as a confused 
comedy and fantasy, 
ideology, only t 
ing direction. 

Chief fault lay in the story itself, 
which was supposed to depict the 
state of the world following the next 
war, with only one human surviv- 
ing and the animals fighting among 
themselves to take over. Angel is 
sent down from Heaven to escort the 
last man back and arrives on the 
scene just in time to prevent the 
animals from killing him. It 
difficult to determine whether 
show was meant to be taken 
ously and to point a 
whether it was just a comedy. 

Illustrative of the faulty 
was the work turned in by 
McQuade as the monkey who, rely- 
ing on Darwin's evolution theory, 
sets himself up as the master fol- 
lowing mankind's annihilation. Mc- 
Quade has given consistently top 
performances on previous NBC tele 
shows but he went overboard in this 
one to act like a monkey. Result was 
just a lot of noise and swishing of 
his tail. Fay Marlowe, former Re- 
public Pictures star, stood out as 
the angel and Vaughn Taylor also 
scored as the dog. Rest of the cast 
was fair. 

Producer Fred Coe. who's turned 
in some of the best NBC shows in 
the past, also missed out through his 
faltering direction and miscasting of 
his actors. Coe rates a hearty nod, 
however, for being the first to intro- 
duce new and much-needed tech- 
niques, such as making the film in- 
tegration emerge from the set in 
use at the time, instead of cutting 
without purpose from live action to 
film. His novel presentation of the 
credit cards was also praiseworthy. 

Masks, designed by Richard Smith 
for the animal parts, were well-done, 
consisting of ribbed profiles with 
luminescent paint through which the 
actual faces of the characters could 
be seen. View of a bunch of grown 
men and women running around the 
set garbed in such masks and animal 
suits, however, was a little naive to 
be convincing. Stal. 


come 


idealism and 
air acting and faiter- 


the 
seri- 


acting 
John 





Tele Followup 











Army-Notre Dame football game 
at Yankee Stadium last Saturday (9) 
was the biggest promoter television’s 
had since the Loyis-Conn fight last 
June. Every home, bar and public 
place that had a receiving set was 
jammed to the doors, and NBC execs 
estimated that more than 300,000 fans 
had watched the game via video, 

WNBT staff gave it the best cov- 
erage accorded any Army game this 
season. Cameras, under 
tion of producer Burke Crotty, fol- 
lowed the plays much more thor- 
oughly than they'd done heretofore. 
With most of the action centered 
around the two lines, that wasn't 
such a difficult job, but even so, 
Crotty succeeded in training his 
lenses on the ball in flight during 
passing and running plays, some- 


thing which NBC had missed out on | 


too many times previously. 
Goodyear commercials, done on 
film. were good, but there were too 
many of the straight word 
Latter were thrown in at every time 
out, and it became almost ludicrous 
to hear a pitch for Goodyear tires 
come at a tense moment in the game. 
Bob Stanton handled the play-by- 


play in his usual competent fashion, 
and was spelled capably by Bailey 
Goss at the timeouts and half-time 
intermissions. 


?- 


jumble of | 


was | 


moral, or | 


the direc- | 


plugs. | 
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With retail merchants handling 
| television receiver sets up in arms 
over the dearth of daytime pro- 
gramming, a revolutionary idea to 





get some of the top evening shows 
moved down to the daylight hours 
has been broached to tele broad- 
casters and ad agencies by Bruno- 
New York, Inc., exclusive N. Y. 
distributors for RCA-Victor prod- 
ucts. 

New RCA sets, first postwar 
models turned out by a major manu- 
facturer, caused pandemo- 
inium when they went on display 
Nov. 4 in N. Y., Chicago, Philadel- 
| phia, Newark and Albany. An esti- 
| mated 400,000 people saw the sets in 
iN. Y. alone, jamming traffic in front 
of store windows and causing spe- 
cial cops to be called out in Macy’s 
and Gimbel’s department stores. All 
stores sold out their initial quotas 
| immediately. Although Bruno-N. Y. 
'execs declined to furnish figures, 
| salesmanager Gerald O. Kaye pre- 
|dicted the organization would dou- 
|ble the present-day tele audience in 
|N.Y. with RCA sets alone by the 
lend of 1946. (Number of sets in 
'N. Y. area—sets, not listeners—has 
|been estimated at anywhere from 
11,000 to 5,000.) 

Despite the quick turnover of sets 
and the resultant commotion, re- 
| tailers raised plenty of squawks over 


minor 


| the fact that the only thing in the 
| way of programming they had to 
offer prospective customers was the 
|usual test pattern transmitted daily 
|'by broadcasters. Store owners 
| quoted many of those seeing the sets 
on display as complaining that the 
$275-$400 price including installa- 
| tion was too much to invest blindly, 
since they had no way of telling the 
kind of entertainment they'd get 
|once the sets were installed in their 
{homes. Typical comment on view- 
| ing the blank screens was: “What 
kind of television is this? I can’t see 
anything.” 

As a result, Kaye has asked the 
broadcaster and agencies to switch 
at least a part of their shows to the 
hours between noon and 2:30 p.m.— 
and the idea is meeting with mixed 
reactions from the broadcasters. 
Kaye pointed out that the number 
of people able to watch the shows 
during the daytime hours was far 
in excess of the usual evening home 
audience, which should make the 
idea a good bet for sponsors. If any 
agency whose clients have already 
been in television agree to the 
change, Kaye believes the broad- 
casters should give them some kind 
of protection so that can get 
back to the cream hours on which 
they have priority when the shows 
later return to the evening hours. 


they 


gramming into consideration. Holdup 





ian Production Administration, 
ever, is the chief drawback to 
ahead now with 
shows. 
Studio, 
posed to have been ready foi 


now- 
going 


daytime 


sustaining 


which was o} nally 


. up- 


opera- 


tion by Jan. 1, probably won't be 
| built for at least anoth . vonths, 
Kersta said. ‘"n the meanwhile, he 


pointed out that WNBT ig ready and 


| willing to sell time to any sponsor 
for any hours in which the adver- 
| tisers want to do their she 

| They Love INS 

Questioned about the idea, Sam 
| Cuff, station manager of WABD 
| (DuMont, N. Y.), claimed that the 
|DuMont test pattern with the In- 
ternational News Service tape run- 
ning along it, has always drawn big- 
|ger crowds than any motion picture 
| DuMont could transmit during the 
daytime. He asserted that no Sta- 
ition had enough trained personnel 


ito produce live shows in both the 
afternoon and evening, adding that, 
by switching to daytime hours, the 
people who bought new sets would 
have nothing to see at night 
over, Cuff pointed out, 
jlicensed tele programmers to 


| 


| 
i 


serve 


EE-NO SALE’ SNAG 





UR 


Noran E. Kersta, station manager 
of WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) said NBC 
would naturally take such a con-} 
certed demand for daytime pro- 


in construction of WNBT’s second | 
studio through inability to get a 
construction permit from the Civil- 


More- i \ 


the FCC} 








WGN MOVES AHEAD TO 
SPRING TELE PREEM 


Chicago, Nov. 12. 
With construction permit granted 
by FCC, WGN will begin building 
transmitter facilities for new video 
setup immediately. Transmitter, to 


early delivery anticipated by 
Meyers, WGN director of engineer- 
ing. Already received is $50,000 
worth of mobile equipment, consist- 
ing of two camera chains, a special 
truck, and radio relay lines 

The antenna will be constructed 
atop Tribune Tower, 500 feet above 
ground level. Station will televise 
on channel 9, will have an effective 
radiated video power of 18.4kw, 
an audio power of llkw. 

Meyers said it was too early to 
estimate the studio prop setup and 
that there is a distinct possibility 
of video taking over part of pres- 
ent WGN studios. First show is 
planned for May or early June, with 
no attempts as yet to sell commer- 
cial packages. 


Bergen Telestock 
Set for Touring 


Edgar Bergen’s television service 
to new station applicants will bow 
within the next several months 
when Patrick Michael Cunning, 
Bergen’s associate in his video ven- 
ture, helps set up two,new stations 
in California and one in Arizona, 
Bergen said in N. Y. Monday (11). 

Idea, according to Bergen, is to 
send the telestock companies he’s 
trained to new stations to help get 
| the latter started in their live pro- 
|gramming. As the stock groups go 
ito each town, Cunning will accom- 
pany to help train the local staffs. 
| Instead of having one stock company 
act as a repertory group in each 
|town, Bergen said, he’s planning to 
| have his groups tour from station to 


Carl 


ana 








concentrate on one or two plays and 
get them letter-perfect, instead of 
memorizing a number of shows. 
Tele programming today is “un- 
forgiveably bad,” the comedian de- 
clared, adding that many of the bad 
programs get by with the public 
only because the “amazement of 
television itself is half the show.” 
| Tele must strive for constant im- 
| provement if it wants to continue on 
ithe upgrade. Films give probably 
| the best-edited and smoothest shows 
Bergen said, but there’s a need for 
llive shows also. He _ himself. is 
against too many films in video, 
{since he doesn’t want to see show 
biz get any more mechanical than 
it now is. 
| Disagreeing with the notion that 
Hollywood should become the tele- 
vision centre of the country, Bergen 
said video should originate from the 
;centre of population—N. Y. He 
| pointed out that the over-hep Holly- 
wood audience causes actors and 
wcomedians too often to play over the 
heads of the public in other parts 
of the country, because comedians 
get too advanced in comedy appre- 
ciation doing all their shows on the 
Coast.” That’s the chief reason he 
and other comedians tour their radio 
shows across the country, the 








and 
| — — — —— 


DuMont 
institute 


show 


the public, not to sell sets. 
has plans, however, to 
some form of live daytime 


and will try to do at least one studio 
how each afternoon after Jan. 1 
Larry Lowman, CBS. television 


veepee, said that CBS would be glad 
to cooperate with Kaye, but claimed 
|he couldn’t do much about it until 
CBS gets its second mobile 
sometime after the first of the 
CBS station WCBS-TV is unwilling 
| to shift its live shows, Lowman said 
|but would attempt to fill the breach 
vith remote pickups when its second 
| set of Image Orthicon cameras is de- 
, livered. 


trait 
wibail, 


year 


cost around $75,000, is on order, with | 


station. In that way, each group can | 


CBS Does Fast Teletint Footwork, 
Backing Own System Against RCA’s 


¢ Temporarily on the ropes the 
jcolor television cantroversy follow- 
1g the recent demonstration of 

| RC. all-electronic color system 
|CBS came back fighting last (Tues- 
day) night with claims that its me- 


chanical system can be used for “all 
basic forms of color television equip- 
ment now developed or likely 
developed in the next 10 
more.” 

Speaking before the N. Y. 
cal Society, Dr. Peter 
director of CBS color research 
development, declared that the 
equential method, 
the three rotating discs, is a “t er- 

which functions not on! 
ith the single-tube pickup and sin- 
gle-tube reproduction methods n 
operation today, but will also func- 
tion interchangeably 
methods, either pickup or re- 
production, in the event that future 
developments should prove them to 
be workable and economically desir- 
able.” 

Goldmark, while thus referring 
to the three-tube method devised by 
RCA, hedged on answering RCA’s 
claims that its new system ruled cut 
;}CBS arguments that color televis 
wound render present black-: 
white sets obsolete. 

Noting that RCA had developed a 
;converter to be installed in low- 
frequency that would 
them to pick up high 
transmissions, Goldmark 
“in the event of the 
CBS-proposed standards iby the 
FCC), it’s unlikely that converters 
would be used to permit present 
black-and-white sets to receive 
black-and-white pictures from ultra- 
high frequency transmissions.” 

CBS color chief stressed the low 
operating costs of the CBS method, 
| claiming its “universality” gives the 
“maximum flexibility to the future 
| development of color television and, 
;at the same time, facilitates nation- 
wide color standards and low cost 
color receivers.” RCA _ system, 
| which he referred to as “simultane- 
|ous standards,” don’t “provide the 
|Same flexibility and, in addition, 
| Virtually preclude network opera- 
| tion in color, and offer no assurance 
|of color receivers within the eco- 
|nomic reach of the vast majority of 
| the population.” 
| Goldmark demonstrated pictures 
of the CBS color equipment, and re- 
|minded the engineers present that 
| the FCC had called a hearing on the 
CBS-proposed standards for Dec. 9 
,in Washington. 


NBC Tele Veers To 


Special Events 


NBC television, cut off by the 
CBS-Ford deal from most of the 
sports events it covered last winter. 
is veering gradually to a hypoed 
coverage of special events in lieu of 
sports in order to maintain its hold 
on remote pickups. 

WNBT, the web's N. Y. tele outlet, 
had almost a clear field in the 
sports coverage of Madison Sq. Gar- 
den events last winter, since it was 
the only station at the time possess- 
ing RCA Image Orthicon tubes. 
WCBS-TV, CBS’ station in N. Y., 
rece.ved a pair of LO. cameras last 


To be 
years or 


Electri- 
Goldmark, 
and 
CBS 
color invol 2 


al one 


with three- 
tube 


Ion 


nd- 


sets, enable 
frequency 
said that 
adoption of 





Sepiember and signed a deal with 
the Garden for exclusive video 
rights to all sports events originat- 


ing from the arena, with the excep- 
tion of fights staged by Mike Jacobs, 
on which NBC has prior lien with 
Gillette sponsoring. 

CBS has already inaugurated 
hockey coverage and picked tp the 
first pro basketball game Monday 
(11) night between the N. Y. Knick- 
erbockers and the Chicago Atomics. 
Ford plans to sponsor only a certain 
number of events, with CBS han- 
dling most of the others on a sus- 

ltaining basis. With WABD ‘Du- 
| Mont, N. Y.) having exclusive rights 


to the wrestling and boxing bouts 

from Jamaica Arena, all that’s left 

for NBC are the fights on Monday 
\ (Continued on page 32) 
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WOKO ‘Hidden Stock’ Vs. 18-Year L. NBC Tele | cisy’s WCPO Unique 





den, plus whatever other pro basket- | Mortimer J. Watters, lays claim to 


es Continued from page 31 In Three-Way Stretch 
| nights from St. Nicholas’ Arena Cincinnati, Nov. 12. 
ecor aces -Hig ur eS and on Friday nights from the Gar- WCPO, through its head man, 


|; weeks, now ready for reopening at 


UOPWA CLAIMS WOR: 
CBS TALKS RESUMED 


With the CBS white collar nego- 
tiations, stalemated for a couple of 


ja session scheduled for today 


‘ ’ , , | ball games it can pick up from other | being the only station in the land 
Washington, Nov. 12 of radio time a week for the next S e : sdacdeas Cokie ‘rcial programs from 
80 years. Fly will argue that the | Places besides the Garden, 7s. ae eee 
FCC has several important court |‘ ‘ : arst Lal alee three networks. 
: seals” 425 month | contracts do not give a “third party” | N BC 1S concentrating, conse- 
on I agence ripe mid ‘ontrol over the stat yuently, on remote pickups of spe- Along with being a Mutual af- 
‘sa . . cara ll na unaue contol ¢ er tne stat tn) ate - ~s P 4 a : 
xt Biggest event ill be “pag cea’ ie bs + | cial events in order to keep up it filiate he Scripys - Howard airetr 
ft ie = . ) eriie’ ) l Vv Ct a} c . - . ; . ] . 7 +} 
per the sul ‘ rt ¢ ‘ t mber of broadcast hou A n the | last week plugged into ABC for the 
he te { f the ee] yf | COU 1ue for airing the wee ( , _ : ks Ae ggg ti ryt. $0 r : 
ota oe i ial December 3. Paul Segal, of Se football season closes. WNBT cov- | Henry Morgan seri This linking 
No 4 vel apre l tit at ’ for ot I I . au wee Ls i . 1 ‘ a F al : , | 
Nov. 18, over legal ju icatio Smith and Hennessey. will fight the |ered the opening session of the | f lowed a tie . by the station with 
gpm yma - a a FCC ' val il to approve tl e 1 le of | United Nations general assembly fo NBC for Saturday afternoon football 
of ee See oe WOV Ne Y k City to th Meste .|two days and the following week broadcasts puabootied by Gillette 
. INe@V oO! l ( » eset . : . 1? 
4 two-to-one vote in the U. 5S B FCC :, my 1 ' nicked up all sessions of the N. Y.| Football originations by Mutual 
the is said the brothers a oe hee a are 
Co of Appeals last spring ov ' Spee = ; a , | Herald Tribune forum from the Ho-|for Army Recruiting Service ar 
¢ ot quaiinea to Tul a al . ‘ " , ‘ 
d the FCC decision and rebukes tatic : te] W: .ldorf-Astoria. Mondav (11) | outletted in Cincy by WLW, an NBC 
Lato! P Ae . "h ¢ ‘ .s - 
the commission for failing to weig! a ee Oe ee a night the station took its I1.0.’s into |affiliate, which also has call on Mu 
weePal B >» g : I a 


the station 
service ovel 
had denied 


Station conc 


est held b 


CBS official. 


assistant ge 
{ Povernn 
sev & Koplk 
) Noy 
i edict Cr 
l S. Court 
trict of Col 
rence Fly, 
representing 
nacle of Bi 


pealing an 


license renewals to Buffalo Broad- | fast Club” on Saturday, also fea-| minute studio programs are titled} eS ae 


, ‘Canoe ” rog , Yee . -< | tui “Opri The NBC arrange- 
»xeelle reg , ; 1e gai . viewers | tual programs he arrang 
s excellent I Supreme Court ruling last vear in the Waldorf again to send viewers I 





casting Corp. stations WGR and tures tenor Boyce Smith, Honey | “Sincerely Yours” being heard over San Antonio—Edith Macauly and |} 


WKBW bec 


give the ch 


ause of contracts which | Dreamers quintet and Rex Maupin|KGKO under sponsorship of the | John M. Siercovich have been added 
urch right to 1742 hours orch Arthur Everts, Dallas jewelers. {to the staff of KYFM. 
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STATION WRC A NEW YORK 


TAKES PLEASURE IN ANNOUNCING 


THE APPOINTMENT OF 


RM & PMTE BRS, inc. 


AS ITS EXCLUSIVE REPRESENTATIVE 
NATLONALLY 
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Sisco daeveis atin escent sta eos ams anaemia: can dimen ees amin ani aha aan a ail ea nalagem aaa inane 


e You'll be hearing and seeing a lot of WMCA in the 
months to come. With the addition of Free & Peters to our 
own sales staff in New York City, WMCA now gives you 

a crack team of representatives—a team working 
constantly to provide maximum service and information to 
our advertisers and their advertising agencies. 

e WMCA account executives and Free & Peters represen- 
tatives will keep you posted about the latest availabilities 

on the station. .. help you produce for your clients the 
distinctive live and recorded musical programs famous 

at WMCA... guide you in reaching the largest audience for 
your product at the lowest cost through spot campaigns. 

@ The Free & Peters offices in Chicago, Atlanta, Detroit, San 


Francisco and Hollywood —plus its New York organi- 





zation and the WMCA staff — join in the station’s greatest FIRST ON NEW YORKS DIAL 
effort to establish direct, informative contact with its 
clients from coast-to-coast, bringing you up-to-the-minute 


data on WMC A—data on programs that sell! 


AMERICAS LEADING INDEPENDENT STATION 


lof the WOR collarites signed 


an 18-year period FCC the Ashbacker Radio case As a the Foreign Press Assn dinner, covVv- ment with WCPO - football broad- 
the license because the result ‘FCC now must hold simul- | ¢'!"8 speeches of U. S. Secretary of as was via approval of “ = 
ealed a 24% stock intet taneous hearings on all mutually ex- State James F. Byrnes, as well as | Shouse, prestoens == Mee 
y Sam Pickard, former | ausive bids for radio channels | foreign ministers and leading UN | Broadcasting Corp., of which WLW 
l. Harry Plot i oe wir seiicaies delegates of most other countries. | is a holding 
neral counsel, will argue | Intensified competition between When coming up with notice of | 
vent’s case against Demp Bartlett Goes Coast-to-Coast | broadcasters for video rights to both | WCPO’s tri - network distinction, 
yvitz, counsel for WOKO. | Chicago, Nov. 12. | sports and special events indicates | Watters also checked on his sta- 
26, FCC general co. e Tommy Bartlett, Chi housewives | the in portance such coverage will|tion’s public service programming, | 
tttone will argue t) iir favorite, heard locally for several | have for television in the future,| which now runs five hours of class | 
of Appeals for the Dis- | years, goes netw rk for first time | when the industry attains the big; A time per week, the equivalent of 
umbia with James Law- | When he takes over emcee shot on} business proportions at which Iit’s|solid airing one night a week from 
ex-FCC chairman. now | ABC "Wake Up and Smile” Saturday | aiming, according to industry offi- |6 to 11 o'clock. This is in addition 

the Churchill Taber- | morning series on Nov 16 at 8 to 9/ cials | to 250 public service announcements 
iffalo, N. Y. Fly is ap a. m. (CST) -——-- - --—— | carried by WCPO each week on 
FCC decision to refuse Show heard in place of Break- Fort Worth—New series of 15- class B time. 


(Wednesday), the Radio Guild of the 
United Office and Professional 
Workers of America (CIO) spread 
its wings yesterday (Tuesday) by 
requesting collective barga ing 
WOR, Mutual's New York fla 
In a letter to Theodore R. Strei- 
bert, prexy of WOR, the Guild asked 
for negotiations. And in a leaflet 
distributed to all WOR emlpoyees 
simultaneously, the organizatior 


plied that it already has a majority 


nt 


ime- 


up in 
its unlon 

WOR execs confirmed receipt of 
the letter, but were mum on whether 
or not they would grant the nego- 
tiating request. Some were in a 
“show me” mood, indicating that 
WOR collarites may have to £0 
through a National Labor Relations 


|Board election to indicate their 


tand on the union matte 

Such an election, held last June at 
CBS, finally gave the UOPWA the 
collective bargaining status it 


sought Negotiations, however, 
stalled recently when the union in- 
sisted that “job security” be dis- 


| . 
cussed while the net purportedly re- 








| fused to enter that point. 


In today’s session, it’s understood, 
“job security” was to be pushed 
aside for the moment, while both 
sides concentrate on talks regarding 
the union’s request for wage hikes 
of 35°, holidays, vacations, etc 





| Fannie Hurst 


Continued from page 22 —— 





whiphand.” That hand, she said, “is 
over-reaching. It has plastered its 
palm against radio’s face, squashing 
its features, pulling its hair, goug- 
ing its eyeballs, threatening to poke 
its front teeth down its throat.” 
Tide of Reaction 
“I personally believe,” she con- 


| tinued, “that much of this rising tide 


of reaction against the radio adver- 
tisers’ technique of treating the po- 
tential customer like a moron begins 
in the daytime harried mind.” 

Calling the daytime listener “Mrs. 
Zilch,” the author said: “Either 
radio or Mrs. Zilch has got to grow 
up. It looks to me as though the job 
must fall to radio. Mrs. Z. will sur- 
vive without radio. I'm not so sure 
that radio will survive without Mrs, 
Zilch...She is passive. She is long 
suffering and browbeaten into a state 
of chronic low-browness by your in- 
sistence that she remain that way. 
Radio, by way of its singing com- 
mercial, has lulled her into a state 
of stupidity. 

“One of these days, the composite, 
dull, rather apathetic daytime audi- 
ence is going to revolt. It is going 
to revolt against the stale, lusterless 
sham soap opera which has turned 
millions of Americans into dime 
novel addicts.” 

Miss Hurst urged radio to use day- 
time hours for experimental pur- 
poses toward improvement of pro- 
gram quality. She also pleaded for 
permission to femme commentators 
to be more grown up on the air and 
to hit the nighttime segments instead 
of being confined to daylight hours. 
Finally, she assailed radio for its 
“controls,” for some of its fetishes, 
for “petty prohibitions,” and she 
concluded: 

“Live Dangerously” 

“If I were running radio, I would 
dare to live dangerously, box-officely 
speaking, by inaugurating an educa- 
tional campaign in behalf of the ad- 
vertiser. I would set up a kind of 
liaison between radio and the ad- 
vertising agency which panders syco- 
phantically to the lowest common 
denominator of the sponsor's think- 
ing. I would plan this campaign im 
a manner that would prepare the 
sponsor to carry his burden of re- 
sponsibility by helping to pay the 
piper for trying to raise the stature 
of American radio entertainment. 

“I know England has tried her 
hand at it, and she has paid dearly. 
The movies have also been slow and 
stingy in the same direction. But 
where England failed, we are ef- 
titled to believe—because we are 
richer—that we have, perhaps, 4 
better chance of coming into the 
radio dignity to which the greatest 
new medium in the world is entitled 
and to which the people, without 
whom radio has no meaning, are 
entitled.” 


Amarillo—Noel E. Thompson has 
been named assistant manager of 
KGNC. He comes here from KFYO. 
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ARR ren f — y | ; ‘ % WUCAU goes direct to the farmer, 


FOR WCAU > ee cate ; / \ by helicopter! At the Reading Fair at 


Reading, Pennsylvania, and the New 















Jersey State Fair at Trenton, Amos 
hirby met and talked to thousands 
of the farmers who follow his word 
on the WCAU “Rural Digest’ 6:50- 
7 A. M. Monday through Saturday. 
This is another example of the lengths 
to which WCAU goes to build 


audience through helpful service . . . 
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+ de you like on your Farm ? 
SEND THIS CARD 
AMOS KIRF & x % 





50,000 QUESTIONNAIBES distributed by WCAU at the Fairs 
told Amos Kirby what farmers want on a farm program. 
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New ‘Opinion-Aire’ Poll of Pitt's KQV 


Proves Worth, Calls Turn on Election «*«: 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 12. 
KQV. the Mutual outlet here, has 


the man-in-the-streeters, the station 


| decided to give the listeners a chance 


felt for last couple of months now} 
that it had something in “Opinion- 
A v kind of radio public opin- 
ion poll, but it wasn’t until the elec- 
) ist week that station became 
real inced. That was when a 
four days before the ballot 
iled that predominantly 
de cratic Allegheny County wou 
go for Edward P. Martin, the GOP 
senatorial candidate Betting genet 
ail was that, while Pennsylvania 
would send Martin to Washingtor 
vould not carry Pittsburgh and 
the county 
Opinion-Aire’ announced on Nov 
1 that Martin would receive at least 
52 of all the votes cast in Alle- 
gheny, and possibly 60°. Actually 
he received almost 56 
Poll had its beginning during re 
power strike, when KQV de 
sample public opinion. 7 
xf station’s newsmen, Richard J 
Cook and Ben Kirk, were placed at 


and called Pitts- 
it home, choosing numbers 
at random from the telephone book 


two telephones 


burghers 


This type of program, however, 
brought criticism from listeners, and 
particularly from union mémbers, 
that numbers were picked, that 
union homes were being purposely 
avoided, that answers weren't re- 
‘orded properly and that listeners 


could not hear the answers. 

So station decided to alter the next 
sample by placing three newsmen in 
lifferent parts of the city, having 
them conduct a man-in-the-streeter 
and tally the results in the studio. 
Dr. Arthur L. Rayhawk, of 
van-Rayhawk, of Independent Mar- 
ket Research Agency here, was then 
called 
results. 
plained 


enough 


But listeners still 

They insisted that 
people were being 
viewed to give a good cross-section 
of Opinion and that the newsmen 
were not conducting the polls in 
representative neighborhoods. 

That brought about the develop- 
ment of the final formula of “Opin- 
ion-Aire,” the one that clocked the 
election so accurately. 


com- 
not 


| been 


to express their opinions by phoning 
in their votes to the question 


being 


simultaneorftsly asked the man in the 
street. They were allowed a ful 
hour in which to vote, 30 minutes 
longer than the street polls Pro 
gram then got its present label, and 

station was able to tabulate te 
radio broadcast 

x | 

A p ¢ d iS all 1ay ex 
cited a lot of interest In radio Cir- 
s and has begun to spread. While 
ub opinion polls by radio aren't 
new, this is the first time it’s ever 
been developed to such an atl-inclu- 
sive extent, permitting listeners to 
*xpress their opinions along with the 

nterviewee on the street. 


PRICE DECONTROL CUES 
MUTUAL CO-OP HYPO 


Lifting of OPA controls in the last 


} flow 


weeks, with 
into retall 


ouple 
of withheld 
outlets, 


inte 


consequent 
merchandise 
made retailers in 
more rested in advertising, ac- 
cording to Bert Hauser, director of 
at Mutual. He this in- 
particularly reflected in 
the last five days on Mutual 


has turn 


co-ops sees 


terest sales 
made 
Co-Ops. 
Among 
programs since 


stores buying 
(8) have 
Augusta, 


department 
last Friday 
Davison-Paxton, of 


| Ga., a Macy subsidiary, which bought 


Sulli- | 


into certify and analyze the | 


inter- | 


Erskine Johnson; Diamond dept 
stores, Charleston, W. Va., which 
bought Fulton Lewis; Belk-Lindsay 
dept store, Ocala, Fla., which 
bought “Tell Your Neighbor,” and 
Nelson’s dept. store, Miami, Fla., 


which bought Cecil Brown. 

In the last two weeks, 47 sponsors 
have been added to Mutual's co-op 
list, of which: 25% are estimated as 
coming in on the decontrol wave. 

Dallas—Hal Thompson, member 
of the WFAA-KGKO announcing 
and special events department for 10 


| years, has been named new program 


Along with/ supervisor of the stations. 











AFRA 


Continued from page 22 





negotiators were armed to 
the teeth. 
But exactly what AFRA leaders 


intend to do with all this ammuni- 
tion is something else. Far from act- 


ing “tough,” the leadership of the 
yn made it clear that it was not 
illing a stike pending further talks 
vith the network reps. Those talks 
start next Monday (18), and 

he union people were obviously in- 
ent on hopes that the nets would 
ve in on the one point that has 
far stymied prrogress in the ne- 


tialions 

AFRA work 
nets under the provisions of the 

which expired Oct. 31 

Same is true of talent employed by 

companies. AFRA has 

of binding itself with 


talent continues to on 


) , . 
old pact, 


transcription 


no intention 


a transcription contract until the 
net tangle has been straightened. 
The union people insist that, by 


isking nets to sign on the dotted line 


| the nets against surrendering on the 


|The nets didn’t want the resolution 


igainst feeding shows to affiliates 
who won't negotiate with AFRA, 
they are not asking the webs—as 
the latter claim—‘to do the union 
organizing job.” 

A feed cut-off, they insist, could | 


not occur until (1) AFRA has a ma- 
jority vote in a National Labor Re- 
lations Board election on some affili- 
ate; (2) the station refuses after that 
to negotiate 


| (ABC) and Mutual. 


an AFRA contract in | 


good faith; (3) the station refuses to | 


arbitrate the matter of AFRA nego- 
tiations. 

“If we don’t insist on that point,” 
the AFRA people maintain, “our 
members will be in position of 
strike-breaking against themselves 
in case of trouble with an affiliate. 
We are being entirely reasonable in 
our demand on the nets.” 

To which the webs answer that if 
they sign such an agreement they 
will be sanctioning a _ secondary 
boycott against affiliates, ana would 
use the webs’ superior 
weight as pressure against small 
business men conducting affiliates. 
Further if nets cut a feed, the web 
people say, that would amount to 
violating their contracts with their 
own affiliates. 

Pressure From Affiliates 

There’s no doubt that affitates 
around the country are 











Another 
CHARLES 
MICHELSON 
STAR SHOW 





NOW TRANSCRIBED by the 
firm that gave you “The Shadow”’ 


Hold Your ‘Hard-to-Please Advertiser’ With This Show 






A new, surefire half-hour network talent, mystery feature. 


Guaranteed to produce listeners and sales for advertisers. 


Already proven with sales results and audience ratings. St. Louis 
—I1.5; los Angeles—8.6; Cincinnati—9.6; Nashville— 8.6. 
Scheduled for Chicago, Boston, Seattle and the Arizona Broad- 
casting System. 


A sure way to bolster your station's program schedule. 


Send for audition samples and your local rate today. 


OTHER PROGRAMS: A DATE WITH MUSIC + THE SHADOW + ADVENTURES OF 
DICK COLE + BLACKSTONE, THE MAGIC DETECTIVE + SMILIN’ ED McCONNELL 


WIRE - PHONE + WRITE 









pressuring | 


an 


“| who would have people everywhere 
economic 





| and without peer 
| not in our stars, but in us.” 


| acknowledge more readily the prin- 
| ciple of cultural exchange, especially 





| that to 
| resign 

| assume 
| to another war is to 


; Service 


| information 


i that 


point. It’s known that the nets 
were afraid that a resolution on the 
point was to be introduced at the 
recent NAB convention in Chicago. 


—because it would have passed by 
overwhelming vote, and might 
have been inflammatory in a tick- 
lish situation, 

Just what will happen, is any- 
body’s guess. The United States 
Conciliation Service has already as- | 
signed its trouble-shooters, 
J. R. Mandelbaum, to watch the sit- | 
uation Both are sure that | 
Mandelbaum, to watch the situation. | 





one of 


sides 


Both sides are sure that Mandel- 
bafim won't accomplish a thing—yet | 
both sides hope he might come up 
with some formula for bringing 
them together 

One suggestion made is that the| 
nets agree to weigh the facts”on 
their merits whenever AFRA has 
trouble with an affiliate. AFRA 


hasn't said it would accept such a 
compromise, nor have the nets said 
they would take it 

The fact that AFRA has dared 
raise the issue of cutting feeds— 
which even James C. Petrillo of the 


AFM has never won impressed | 
many in the trade as significant in | 
itself. Only twice in the history of 
radio did nets cut feeds from an 
affiliate when labor trouble entered. | 
Both cases affected one station. The | 
nets involved were the old Blue! 


But to enter such an agreement on 
a wholesale scale—that’s something 
the nets are afraid te do, for fear 
of creating a revolution among their 
own affiliates. 
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pervades all of the peoples of the 
earth.” 

4. “It seemed to me that the great- 
est peril today is a sort of Franken- 
steinian phobia created by factions 





believe there is no room in one| 
world for more than one economic 
and social system In view of the 
existing facts, such a world obvi- 


ously could not be achieved without 


a war in which one crushes the 
other 
And the most important contribu- 


tion to be made toward this goal, is 
to convince the peoples of the world 
that a war is not inevitable.” 


No Impasse 


5. “In view of the existing ten- 
dency to diplomatic impasse, the 
principle of mutual compromise 


must replace the Gibraltar complex 
in international politics.” 

6. “I believe the democracies of 
the West should watch with neigh- 
borly interest and good will, rather 
than with distrust, the social ex- 
perimentation of countries like 
Czechoslovakia, Australia and New 
Zealand, all of whom are trying to 
reconcile extremes of socialism and 
private enterprise.” 

7. “One of the most frequently 
and strongly reiterated impressions 
of the entire trip was that the United 
States, in the eyes of the rest of the 
world, is a colossus without precedent 
that peace lies 
8. “I believe all 


nations should 


as it applies between countries whose 
political relations are strained.” 

9. “I believe freedom of informa- 
tion is an international must, but to 
establish it, we must abrogate free- 
dom of misinformation. Let the 
radio, press and cinema of the world 

. regulate themselves so that mis- 
becomes a_ punishable 
violation of their own laws.” - 

10. “I believe that the world would 
benefit greatly if two pieces of mod- | 
ern writing were made compulsory | 
reading in every classroom of the | 
countries of the United Nations: | 
Willkie’s ‘One World,’ and Hersey’s | 
‘Hiroshima.’ ” | 





11. “I believe from what I've seen, | 
despair of the world is to} 
from it. I believe that to| 
human nature is committed | 

assume that 
suicide*is the our | 
problems.” 

12. “I have lost no hope. I betieve | 
that ultimately we will find unity | 
and brotherhood in this world, but | 
the quest will go on through | 
terrible trials and agonies, until a | 
true democracy, not merely a lip- | 
democracy, is achieved for | 
world. I believe each of 
us can assist in this mammoth task. 


only solution to 


the entire 


. - = | 
San Antonio—Herbert P. Dahlen | 
has been named program director of | 
KYFM. FM voice of the San Antonio | 
Express and Evening News which 
recently took to the air here. | 





Dramat Ys. Intolerance 
Tees on WINX, Tapping 
Top Scripters & Talent 


Washington, Nov, 12. 

Something new in public service 
shows out of Washington will make 
its appearance tonight (Tuesday) at 
7:3C to 8 p.m. over Washington Post 
stations WINX and WINX-FM. Se. 
ries is a 26-week sustainer entitled. 
‘Bright Tomorrow,” which is styled 
to fight “intolerance” all fronts 

Entire series is the 


on 


under direc. 


| tion of WINX Public Service Direc- 


tor Sol Panitz, who has rounded up 


26 original scripts in the campaign 
against intolerance The premier 
show, “The Roots of Hate,” is an 
original by Panitz. Sam Wana- 
maker, male lead co-starring here 
with Ingrid Bergman in the stage 


presentation of “Joan of Lorraine.” 
will star on tonight's show. 

Norman Rosten, poet and drama- 
tist, has contributed a script, “They 
Shall Be Heard,” for the Nov. 19 
broadcast. Martin Seifert’s “Trouble 
in the Galley” is for 
Nov. 26 

WINX 


scheduled 


reports that so far as 


| known this is first dramatic series of 


its kind ever to 
Washington studios. 


originate out of 


| WMCA’s ‘One World’ Show 


A new public service show which 
Nathan Straus, owner of WMCA 
N. Y., hopes may equal the status 
of his much-kud@osed “New World 
A-Comin,” will be aired over the 
station beginning Dec. 2. 

Stanza, which may be titled “One 
World,” will deal with atomic ener- 
gy and its importance to the world. 


Dexter Masters, co-editor of “One 
World or None,” will emcee the 
show. John Farley will write, and 


Mitchell Grayson has been asked to 
direct. 


Janesville, Wis—Vern W. Wil- 
liams has been named manager of 
|WCLO. He has resigned his posi- 


i}tion as merchandise and production 


manager at 
Mo., 


KGBX, Springfield, 
to assume his new position. 





“HIRES TO YA'" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
HIRES SUNDAY PARTY 
ABC, COAST-70-COAST 

















WANTED 


Young man, unencumbered. 
free to travel, single, crea- 
tive. Veteran preferred. Per- 
Write 
Box 2112 
Variety, 154 W. 46th Street. 
New York 19, N. Y. 


manent, good future. 


qualifications. 
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R.F.D. AMERICA 


This great new original show idea has proved 
sensational in test broadcasts. Built oround a 
flexible format, it’s sure to fit any sponsor's 
needs. Find out now how well "R.F.D. Amer- 
ica” can work for you! 
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nc.) 





THE VIRGINIAN 


Available now for Radio—the same fomous West- 
ern that sold 1,200,000 copies as a novel, made 
three movie hits, seven Broadway plays! With 
this thoroughly established popular appeal, ‘The 
Virginion” is sure-fire for high Hoopersating! 


mn Coo 
Perat; 
§, I 'on With S 
° how 











that promise hig listener loyalty. 


HIRED—OR FIRED? 


Want to hire a high rating builder? Here it is! 
For “Hired—or Fired?" is a terrific new show 
ideo that adds another hit to Cowan's unbroken 
record of great productions! It's ready now for 
immediate presentation; so get the facts! 


250 W. 57th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 


Telephone: Circle 6-4864 


es 
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SHEE OD POSOSEOOOD | 


From the Production Centres 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 
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W. Patrick Burkhardt, production exec, gone into partnership with 
Arthur Zipser, literary agent, on recorded shows and commercials 
lohn Wingate has replaced Paul Killiam in WOR’s news ana special te 
t : livi ! Ja M. Doyle added to WOR , taff a yrite 

R } » ‘ Ww , S G ® 

i ’ Id | i ) i 4 , a 

The G it Bet G ) | ) 

I 1 ) i i ¢ itea »y ‘5 i J i sin l \ 
c AY rt ’ AS 3 ) i 
to F E anc i 
\ I 5 i 
4 t ; VI ) \ 5 Sa i 
t : He Morgan irtin Gabe idio and I 
ictor-pl c ) » bit parts t on show starring his wite 
Al er e Francis I Affairs of Ann Scotl i’ on the ABC net 
WNEW fo I tn ; yn its tolerance pot campaign with yne on 
Satetv whict ’ ¢ I 1 yy the National Safety Council . ABC 
b lad singer Tom Glazer |! reco! an alb yf Olden sallads for 
ci Kevnote Latest BBC exchange show for the US, to be alrea over 
WNEW, i Pleasure Parade 1 plattered report on show biz in London 
Vincet MceConnot vy aiding Jim Hart pilotir the CBS ayem 
S PF joe P ! f Oakvil Robert J. Landry’s bruised hand 1n 
a t Madison avenue 1 
W » Ast | I At e Get Y il 
( e ho tii to All 
No WNEW I sed by National A Advancement of 
Col] Pe é or i “American Negro Theatt Nat Rudich has 
ré¢ nea [rol WN Y¢ i 1 Al M ushak h la n vel his proauction 
chore WLIB program director Lee Randon on the sick list after an 
appendectomy Mildi Santelli into WLIB press dept 


Thomas M. 





= Carlin’s Good Neighbor 
Policy Puts New Slant 





On ‘Heart’s Desire’ Show 
“Heart's Desire,” Mutual program 
emanating from the Coast with the 
gimmick of g ng prizes to radio | 
ners instead of to studio audi- 
ences, has been gettng some per- 
ynal attention from Mutual veepee 
in fe of programming Phillips 
Carlin. As result, program has been 
snowballing with a 50,000-a-week 
letter pull for the 95. stations 
5 carrving it. so that the net expects a 
ou in ron | 200,000 a week mail when it goes 
' full web—and is wondering just how 
far project will go 
is the right place to be. Program calls for people to write 
in their heart’s desire,” with win- 
When it comes to deliver- ining letter-writers given what they 
lask for. Most letters have come 


'from needy people, or from child- 
'ren. Carlin, on a recent trip to the 
'Coast, got the idea of setting up 
\“Heart’s Desire” Clubs through the 
|country, so that listeners from those 
|areas where letter writers had not 
|prizes could take care of their 
needs, if possible. In other words, 
clubs formed on basis of the pro- 
gram, to investigate local needs and 


ing signed contracts, Weed 


and Company stays “out 


in front” all year long. 


m ishare gifts with less fortunate 

neighbors. Clubs have been formed 

already in various ports of the US. 

: as result, to give the program an 

AND COMPANY entirely new (and philanthropic) 
slant. 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES | peat yoy = - —_ a ae 
. |requests for eart’s desires ifts, 
New York © Besten © Chicage © Atlanta | but offers of beds, rings, watches, 
Detroit © San Francisce © Hollywood | clothing, baby things, etc. Program 
is being packaged by Ray Morgan. 


, { TO.THE ADVERTISER 


4 ASSOCIATED PRESS UNITED Paes | who wants - 


| WAAT | AUDIENCE 


NEWS ROOM 
at low cost! 












































OVER 3,000,000 FAMILIES PER WEEK 
\ 


s, 


d 


WAAT offers “The News” 


every hour on the hour—24 hours a day 
for less than 1g per family. 


Another Reason Why... 


WAAT delivers more listeners per dollar 
in North Jersey—America’s 4th Largest 
Market*—than any other station, includ- 
ing all 50,000 watters! 








Source: Pulse of North Jersey 


WA 


*Do you realize this morket 
eontoins over 3% million 
people; more than these 14 
cities combined: Kansas City, 
indianapolis, Rochester, 
Denver, Atlenta, Toledo, 
Omaha, Syracuse, Rich- 
mond, Harttord, Des Moines, 














Spokane, Fort Wayne,Dollas. 
“DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR NEW JERSEY’S BEST RADIO BUY 
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Kelly, sales manager of Radio Reports, has taken over management of 
the spot radio dept. following resignation of George I. Reid. 
“One Step Forward,” the Raymond Lehrer dramatic quiz show series 
heard on WNYC, is now being peddled as a commercial package,...Two 
more Columbia Workshop shows to originate from Hollywood: “Jerry Dog,” 
by Madelyn Pugh, a member of the CBS writing staff, to be heard on Nov. 
30, and another, as yet unselected, on Dec. 28. Norm Varney, asst. to Al 
Durante at J. Walter Thompson agency, back from tour in connection with 


forthcoming brace of Elgin holiday shows Jeanne Cagney added to 

“David Harum” Margaret Draper joins “Backstage Wife” Chester 

Stratton new to “Strange Romance of Evelyn Winters” John Graham 

ol “Romance of Helen Trent Mutual crooner (“Bill Harrington 

“ ) tested by RKO and Universal Paul Jona MBS 

lirecto f rt Y tomo vy (Thurs.) to Phill to handl production 

I \, » Sat i \ H r D by LV ind Bill 

I I k rl CBS au tor of reigio broad 
spe lay (12 it Rel R o Institute in Albany 

Ware KNX productiol t . a a Of Life,” to be 

( N _ Do .) \ 8 CBS y not 

I t t ing as 

oO » fF y (29) off too Radio Sale CBS pot b ( ist- 

ing ! ed to new quarters at 501 Madison ave Evelyn Mac- 

Greg cont » on “American Album of Familiar Music,” received Order 

of Scottish Clans last week CBS’ “Hoagy Carmichael Sings,” originating 

Hollywood, coming to N. Y. for a broadcast Nov. 17, and originate fol- 

low week in In ipolis before returning to Coast Paulena Carter, 
16-vear-old concert pianist, to be regular on Meredith Willson show 

Ruth Gilbert, with “Easy Aces” five years, now playing in Theatre Guild 

legiter “The Iceman Cometh.” Feature Productions, consisting of Ernest 

E. Hofheins, Walter J. Lewis and Peter Roland, calling it‘ quits. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 

Henry Kastor Kahn and Carlet Alsop al mulling a straight dramatic 
format for Drene, with Don Ameche sparking the action with a weekly 
change of femme film stars He's all for it but there’s demurring 


on 
. Another 


account of the opposition, Theatre Guild’s hour-long dramatics.. 





format change is bel tudied by Ruthrauff & Ryan for Dick Haymes. 
Favored is straight musical Benay Venuta cut a record with Betty 
Hutton as guestar and pitched it to Benton & Bowles for Maxwell Instant. 
It would be a quarter hour daytime strip dealing in fashions and house- | 
wifey gossip On Hoagy Carmichael’s Nov. 24 broadcast from back 
home in Indiana, his mother (nearing 80) will hammer out a ragtime tune 
on the black and white Harry Maizlish welcomed Martin Block back 
with a party at latter’s Encino home, where he'll spin the platters for 
KFWB Both Ji y Saphier and Al Levy have disked Bill Goodwin 
shows making the rou: Mike Kirk is still pegging away at the Texaco 
account (for Kudner), this time with Tony Martin and a rotation of three 
femme singers including Judy Garland and Kathryn Grayson. Reported 
safe for another cycle at least is Eddie Bracken but understood that the 
oiler would like to have a second show on the lanes Eddie Forman 
returned to Abbott and Costello as head writer, with Paul Conlon as his 
chief aide. Parke Levy and his contributors, who resigned when the show | 
returned to jokes, ,had their contracts settled Milton Berle said to be 
interested in audition record built around Maxie Rosenbloom by Vick 
Knight. Sort of a grown-up Henry Aldrich....Tony Hardt, former pro- 
ducer at Young & Rubicam, ended two-year confinement in a sanitarium 
and now resting at his father’s home.. Jack Johnstone will sit at the 
controls of “Crime Doctor” if it is moved west....‘Duffy’s Tavern” goes 
east for five broadcasts after first of the year John Guedel, who rose 


from WPA shovel man to one of the trade’s most successful packagers in 


10 years, was mugged for a mag layout. His withholding tax this year 
topped his entire earnings in 1936 Ruth Arnold clippered to Honolulu 
to make a two-week survey for C. E. Hooper Happiest producer-star | 


association is that between Ed Gardner and Tony Stanford. 
be fellow producers for J. Walter Thompson and have more fun 
anybody at rehearsals A certain agency is conducting a secret survey 
| to find out if Henry Morgan's twitting of the sponsor’s product is helpful 
or harmful in selling razors....NBC’s Frank Mullen around but insists 
it’s Just a routine call....Madaline Lee, who used to play “Miss Blue” 
with Amos ’n’ Andy, back in radio with a new southern character.... 
Matt Brooks no like the writing offers he got so he retraced his steps back 
to New York....Leo Durocher doing his ABC broadcasts from here for the 
next few weeks....What pleased Henry Morgan more than his 11 rating 
was a wire from Jack Benny lauding his new comedy style. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


Judy Tom, scripter for late Johnny Neblett, writing new show for Starr 
Radio. Productions, “Star Stories”....Judith Waller, education director for 
NBC Central Division, to California for talks to a teachers’ meeting for 
| Fresno station KMJ and UCLA in Los Angeles....Ralph Edwards and 
| wife visiting around town for a day....WBBM auditioning amateurs for 
revival of dramatic show, “That Men May Live”,...Sec’y of Labor 
Schwellenbach telegraphing commendation to WIND on aid to physically 
handicapped war vets....Ernie Simon, import from Baltimore to WJJD, 
| gaining attention with new slant on disk riding for Chi....Ken Houston 
| new scripter for Coronet Storyteller. .,.“Ladies Be Seated” skedded for 
| Chicago airing week of Nov. 18-22....Jack Fuller, formerly of Canada, 

picked for emcee on Sach’s Amateur Hour ABC Sunday show, replacing 

Charles Lyon, who held spot for several years....Bert Wilson, sportscaster, 
signed for two years by WIND for both radio and video. 

Roy McLaughlin, WENR manager and head of spot sales for ABC Cen- 
tral Division, enters Mercy hospital for operation and two-week a 
Dorothy Holle Norcott, sec’y to Carl Meyers, WGN top engineer, back at 
her desk after six-month absence and new baby....Bob White, ABC Cen- 
| tral Division director of agriculture, goes to East Lansing to air “The 
American Farmer” locally....Red Skelton and his scripter and ex-wife, 
Edna Borzage, visiting friends in Chi....Jeanne MacKenna guesting for 
week on ABC “Breakfast Club”....Important changes in personnel of 
three stations here expected shortly....George Bolling still undecided as 
to who he will hire to head Chi office of his new station rep firm....Ken 
| Stuart, of Ruthrauff & Ryan, still casting about -for new transcription idea 
, to use with his Lucky Tiger hair tonic account....Les Atlass, CBS veepee 

in charge of Western division, expected out of hospital next week where 
he has been confined after heart attack .Warren Tingdale, new account 
exec at Foote, Cone & Belding, handling Armour meat account, expected 
| to buy $1,000,000 worth of network radio beginning immediately. . 
| Club of Illinois planning a cocktail party for top ad and 
after they move into new quarters on Radio Row next month. 


They used to 














.. Variety 
radio execs 
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FCC Faces | plications -filed merely to hinder a 
| grant to a bona fide bidder—it’s un- 

likely now that the commission will 
|tions Act of 1934; or, if White be- | Stick its neck out to crack down on 
|comes Senate majority leader, post | > <," applicants. Any proposal to 
: embarrass such bidders publicly is 


|may go to Sen. Clyde Re - : 
pee “White Se, aoe ’ ao | certain to bring down Congressional 
Sas. ‘ > Tal 

’ ‘ wrath on the FCC’s head. 








Continued from page 25 











senator on radio matters, has been 
| recommending since 1937 a new ra- on 
idio act delimiting FCC’s powers. 
On the “lucky” side of the ledger 
is FCC’s recent inauguration of the 
assembly line system of processing 
station applications in order of their 
filing, without regard to politics or | plans as yet, but he is expected to 
favor. The policy, fortunately for| make his decision shortly from 
FCC, was inaugurated while the |among several offers. He joined 
Democrats were still in power. CBS in May, 1939. He served in the 
| Though the FCC has been private- | Navy during World War II, attain- 
|ly concerned over the large number | ing the rank of lieutenant, and re- 
of what is believes are “strike” ap-_ joined Co 


BARNES RESIGNS CBS POST 
Howard G. Barnes has resigned 
a the staff of CBS producers- 
| directors, effective Dec. 16. 

Barnes has not announced his 








lumbi 


than | 
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Portrait of CBC 
Smart Flack Job 


Montreal, Nov. 12 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp., } 


, as 
released a smartly turned-out book. 
let to listeners acro Cana _ 
i fact and  figu ibo R 
Dominion radio ne 

Booklet is writte ' 
nterspersed with cartoo ind 
tures to make for easier unde} inde 
ing Thee is.“Th I CBC” 
vhich is the fan it 
tart ind fil n ) ( 
7rams Also I Live i! 
the phrase “Yo Natior Radio 
System,” 

Idea of the booklet is appare: V 
the beginning of a_ badly-needed 
public relations campaign to edu e 
Canadians as to what they're get. 
ting through CBC A Davidson 
Dunton, chairman, said some time 
ago that the lack of education of 
Canadians on the value of CBC as 
one of the th ns that put tha 
tio | et in a bad vi Vv 
li ne 

Among the things the publication 
features are CBC's history, political 
broadcast explanations, statistics, 
comparisons with r_—~COsUL SS m 
and CBC, ete 

Last page shows what was done 
with the $2.50 license. It’s illustrated 
on a percentage basis in this way: 
Program production, 47.05‘ lease 
of network line 17.60%; operation of 
studios and transmitters, 17.31 id- 
ministration, 4.4° operation of 
commercial department, 2.09%; press 
and information service, 1.91‘ in- 
terest on loans, .28°% 














IN THIS 
30-COUNTY AREA 





mh 





According to the Listener Diary 
Study covering 30 Oklahoma 
counties in the immediate cover- 
age area of WKY conducted by 
Industrial Surveys Company early 
this year. WKY dominates all 
competition in every day - part 
with top station audience ratings 
during 466 out of the week's $00 
quarter-hours and tying for top 
during an additional quarter- 
hour. 





OKLAHOMA CITY 


OWNED AND OPERATED BY = 
OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING COMPA 
Represented by The Kafr Agency 
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Be 


Iho, 


yer 









How Do You Know 
WHO WILL WANT YOU? 
WHERE THEY'LL WANT YOU? 
WHEN THEY'LL WANT YOU? 


Remember 
They Can‘t Find You 
if 


They Dont Know 
WHAT YOURE DOIN 
HOW YOU'RE DOIN 
WHERE YOU'RE DOIN’ 


NEW YORK, I9¢ CHICAGO, | 
154 West 46th St. 360 No. Michigan Ave. 
HOLLYWOOD, 28 LONDON, WI! 


8 St. Martin's Pl., 
Trafalgar Square 


6311 Yucca St. 





hye 


FASTER 
AND 
FURTHER 
































STOP STANDING STILL 
Get Off That Treadmill- 


Showmen who buy and sell talent all over the 
world are weekly readers of ‘VARIETY,’ are con- 
stant users of ‘VARIETY’S’ advertising columns. 


Use ‘Variety 
MAKE ‘VARIETY’ WORK FOR YOU 
Ahead of You 
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HOM’s Projected Diverse Lingo 
Program Setting Tongues Wagging 


broadcasting 
in New 


Foreign-language 
general, and specifically 


York where there are more fore!gn- 
language listeners than anywhere 
else in the worid, may undergo some 
s ificant changes if WHOM, N. Y 
carries out its plans under it new 
ownership 

Generoso Pope, owner of Il Pro 
° so Italo-Americano, who boug 
WHOM from the Cowles interest 
for $450,000, took over management 
of the outlet last week (6), the day 
after the FCC gave the green light to 
the transfer. There had been kicks 
and gripes from various quarters 
against this deal, most of the 
squawks coming from quarters that 
have charged Pope with having 
been a pre-war admirer of Benito 
Mussolini 

Howe\ i 0 i Pop ] a 
t LILO! ne ) i t 1 » 
Fortune R. Pope. as exec veep 
‘ if WHOM. And e pro 
D outlined by young Pope ma 
New York radioites interested in 
the foreign-language field sit up and 
take notice. 

Pope first of all announced that 
he wasn't going to upset the apple 
cart inside the’ station, retaining 
Charles Baltin as program manager 
Jack M. Compter as commercial 


mm 


Theodore 


Albert J 


Gempp chief 
Wilkinson 


as 


Ss 


, and 


manage 
is 


ager. 

Then Fortune Pope and Balti 
outlined their programming plans 
Taking a leaf out of the experience 
of the Cowles organization, which 
for a time toyed with the idea of cur- 
tailing or cutting cut WHOM’s lingo 
efforts, young Pope and Baltin de- 
clared that they would strengthen 
that phase of their operations. 

“I don’t claim to be a radio ex- 
pert,” said Fortune Pope. *I have 
learned something on my father’s 


newspaper, however. Our paper, 
while directing itself to the Italians 
has constantly pleaded and fought 
for genuine inter-racial, inter-lan- 
guage and really American type of 
living-together. That’s what we hope 
do here—and I think we do 
it and profit thereby as well. 


to can 
Advisory Committee 

“We are going to form an advis- 
ory committee of leading citizens 
representing every foreign-language 
group in New York, and ask them 
to tell us what would be best from 
the viewpoint of American integra- 
tion of aH the groups. Of course we 





in ¢ 





shall continue to have shows like 











s 


YES INDEED! 


"...Itwas MELVILLE RUICK 
who directed the kudosed 'War- 
riors of Peace’ stanza on ‘Uncle 
Joe Stilwell’ on ABC .. ." 

Variety, Nov. 6, 1946. 


Thanks to: JOE STAUFFER 
and EARLE McGILL 











those teaching Americanization, giv- 


ing naturalization advice, etc. Those 
shows will be on in all our majo! 
ingua But that’s only a be 
Fo ! Ince 7) thing we would 

e to do is have a imber of shows 

a ‘Town Meet type. Oh, we 

) mind ad t we are willing 

t the 0d lea of 

©) Ita i a i Yid 

Polish lsteners—to name 

the irgest blocs of WHOM listeners 
would benefit by such shows in 
their languages We would discuss 


ts of importance to Americans 
the 


is a whole, but Ir languages of 


peciie€ auarences 


Wi shall 


DOSSIDLY 


enlarge 
‘Amerl- 


which the 


and 


our 


continue, 
improve, 
Choice’ st 


ins y on 


rrant 


OW 
mtrioutions ot itmmi groups 


discrin 


ng c tation that could do 
Overall 
shall try to 


ultural 


Culture 
make 
patt 
rough 
at the 
showing each group that it can pros- 


use Ot e; 
rns to s} 
the 


same 


roups c 1OW 


run tl overall 


¢ \ 
tney 


American culture, time 


per and be happy only in an America 
that respects all of them.” 

Pope insisted that those are not 
nerely pretty principles but that a 

il effort will be made to put them 
into effect with best radio tech- 
niques 

“We are quite willing to set down 
our ideas on how we hope to run 
this station,” he declared, “and be 

dged by our performance later.” 


Kaycee Symph Tootles 
Fourth Season on KMBC 


City, Nov. 12 
season of radio broadcasts 
Kansas City Philharmonic 
via KMBC, took off on a 
13-week deal beginning last Friday 
(8). As in the other seasons, Robert 
Keith's, furniture firm, is picking up 
the tab for the 7:30-7:55 p.m. stanza. 
Week night broadcasts, under ba- 
ton of Efrem Kurtz, consist of short 
works and excerpts from the Phil- 


Kansas 

Fourth 
by the 

Orchestra, 


|harmonic’s concert repertoire. They 











NBC Gags 


;*—_—_ Continued from page 1 =e 
rum, Menser says he'll rest his case 
on the people 

The Fred Allen issue, from all in- 
dications, is perhaps the most vexing 


I= 


ind recently got so hot that Allen 
reportedly threatened to take his 
how to CBS and quit NBC for all 

time The network it's claimed 
iutioned Allen against going over- 

ward on border line vay ind has 
i ed loo i its censors on Allen’s 

yt Hi ( ) have been hacked 

and he plenty bugned. What hap- 
ened yh Vikado version a la 
The Hu te several weeks back 

" rot unde! his skin 

Viense say i! effect, no network 
s right-thinking mind could 

rave accepted the original scripting 
job. And when a_ sponsor plunks 
down $20,000 a week for a show, 
Menser thinks, in effect, it’s going 
bevond the funny stage to bite the 
hand that feeds you and make a 


bunch of monkeys out of advertisers. 





Hope's consistent plugging of “In- 
rmation Please” (CBS) got under 
VBC t l¢ recently with the net- 
k rtedly laying it down to 
the ymediat who from all § ace 
count id to be told that NBC was 
1 network before Hope was heard 
Allen Vs. NBC 
Fred Allen can’t let everyone 
know how he feels about NBC's 
censorship ukase, but the studio 
2udience, during his pre- 


broadcast warmup, is getting the 
private benefit of some of his 
sags, expressing the Allen con- 
ceot of the whole situation 

For instance, comic’s early 
spiel of Sunday (10) began in- 
nocently enough, but was soon 
going something like this: “... or 
you can go to heck. Heck the 
invention of the National Broad- 
casting Co. vice-presidents. They 
deny the existence of hell and 
CBS If you die and you've 
bee bad you go to heck. If 
youve been good you go to the 
Rainbow Room 

And concerning execs: “Vice- 
presidents of broadcasting com- 
panies are fungi growth on the 
desks of conference rooms. They 
lon't know what their jobs are 
while they have them and don't 
find out until after they lose 
them.” 





of and will still be around after his 


| last option has lapsed. Hope apparent- 
ily didn’t like the dressing down, so 


are strictly for the ether and broad- | he purposely threw in a few ad libs 


musicians’ union offices without live 


| audience. 
Lee Stewart of the KMBC staff 
|handles the commentary, Fulton 


|King the Keith commercials. 


RDG’s Talent Lineup 


Radio Directors’ Guild is corral- 
j}ling some of the top air talent for 
| its forthcoming ball at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y., on Nov. 25. It’s the 
| Guild’s first: post-war shindig. 

Henry Morgan will 
|show. Victor Borge and Ray Block’s 





lorch will be spotlighted, with the 
ee currently lining up a flock of 
other top personalities. 





signed from the WBEN staff and re- 
turns this week to WIRE, Indianap- 
olis, where he was located before 
coming here. His WBEN “Quiz of 
Two Cities” will be taken over by 





Ed Wegman. 








N THE CENTER OF THE UTAH MARK 


pJOHN BLAIR & CO., NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE 


TE ee LL” TLE ES 


cast from the rehearsal room at the | 
| tically verboten and really got NBC's 


| 


emcee the | 


Buffalo. — Wally Nehrling has re- | 


about Bing Crosby, which is prac- 
dander up. 
| NBC ban on cross-references also 
provoked the Rudy Vallee incident. 

Vallee show a couple weeks back 
had scme gags lined up anent Cros- 
|by’s platter show, which the web 
| brass bluepencilled shortly before 
program went on the air. Vallee’s 
| inference in a subsequent showdown 
talk with Menser was that he was 
| being persecuted, with Menser re- 
| torting that he (Menser) is a pretty 
| busy guy to lavish that much:atten- 
tion on Vallee; there’s a question of 
running a network and he hasn’t got 
the time to just sit around and figure 
out how to persecute Vallee. 

As for the Phil Harris show, the 
network chiefs are known to feel 
that the whole thing’s a mistake. 
They don't like some of the lines 
Harris has been slipping in on what 
is geared for family consumption. 
That's aside from the ‘fact that they 
also feel the show falls far short of 
Sunday night programming stand- 
ards. Its future status is in plenty 
doubt at the moment. 








much vacation at one time and none 


| when it’s needed most. 


If the idea of leading comics al- 
|} ternating their shows weekly is op- 


|posed, Bergen proposed as an al- 
|ternative the idea of each comic 
}doing a 13-week series and then 


|} taking off while the another comic 
|does the next 13. Or, he suggested, 
one comedy act could tour the 
Hooper trail by subbing for each 
show once every six or seven weeks. 

Bing 


LiONnsS 


idea of 
important 
ing,” Bergen said, 
Ci achieve a 


formance 


Crosbv’s transcrip- 
watch- 
that 
per- 
plat- 
show's 


is and bears 
out 
finished 


editing 


pointing 
ssby can 

the 
the 


himself is 


through 
still 


Bergen 


ters while retaining 


spontaneity op- 
because he 
biz should get 


than it 


posed to waxed shows 


joesn't think show 


any mechanical 


and 
Wwol k 


more now 1s 


throw any more people out of 
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Continued f'om page 22 


newsreels would walk out 
Stadium. The night 
yf the 
Army redt 
they 


ill five 
the Y 


fore 


inkee 


when three five news 


reelers voted against 
theilt 
about 


got 
the 


trying to snatu }Ob 
the concession coming 
field (A gimmick this 
curious situation is said to stem from 
the PROs having 
sportscast Army grid 
As for the Yankee Stadium offi- 
cials, it’s astounding that in this, the 
biggest city in the world—even if 
not housing the largest capacity sta- 
dium, certainly 


on 
in years 
ymne of aspirations 


to events.) 


irawing peak money 


($7 a ticket isn’t giving it away) 

| the radio facilities are the poorest 
| There are no booths to broadcast 
| from. (The baseball booths, behind 
| home-plate, Obviously are NG as 
that is the end zone for football.) 
Sportscasters must do their stuff 
from open boxes, in all sorts of 
weather, and subjected to possible 
audience heckling from overly en- 
thusiastic spectators. In the box 
shared by this reporter with ABC 
sportscaster Harry Wismer, latter 
had to hug his mike although ou 


neighbors were apparently important 


Army alumni (presumably account- 
ng for their equally choice Seats) 
hence any unruliness wasn't the 


hazard it might have been. 


Wismer’s 11-Man Layout 


As regards the Wismer 
flanked by undergraduate spotters 
from South Bend and West Point, he 
flashed a system which makes him 
independent of his campus aides. 
Wismer has invented an 11-man lay- 
| out, built like the open-top of a 
| building plan. The 11 positions in 
this toy house, with its 11 cubicles, 
approximate the basic 7-man line in 
one alignment, then the three backs 
in the next alignment; and the full- 
back up front. In each receptacle 


are the identities and statistics of 
the respective players; their full 
names, first names, nicknames, 


height, weight, and hometowns. Two 
such gadgets flank Wismer’s mike, so 
at a glance he can spot the respec- 
tive players on each team. As sub- 
stitutions are made, the series of 
slips are shifted so that the incum- 
bent player is always on top. This 
chore is done for him by his spotters. 
Thus, at no time is he dependent on 
the spotters for identification—the 
names are always before him. In- 
cidentally, if you're seated right be- 
hind Wismer, practically breathing 
down his neck, you can hear him 
call the plays always ahead of the 
referee, something which a trained 
observer in a good vantage point can 
do almost everytime. 





The mechanics of sportscasting a 
big game must always be interesting, 
even to the most initiated. The key 
man, of course, is the Wismer-Stern- 
| Barber-Husing type of personality. 





| Bergen 


Continued from page 22 
comic, he said, would 
than gain by the switch. 








lose 


the situation, saying “We're suffer- 
ing from too much prosperity. The 
big names are all so rich, that reg- 


ular work is odious. We've made 
them all so wealthy, with homes, 
swimming pools and yachts, that 


they want time to enjoy them. It’s 
normal, I suppose. 

“It seems, though, that a 13-week 
'layoff a year ought to be enough. 
You don't find young talent, fighting 
its way to the top, asking for such 
a plan. It’s only the wealthy old- 
timers who want it.” 

Bergen, informed that agency and 





network execs thought his idea of 
alternating shows wouldn’t work, 


said that probably he’d have to agree 
| with them. But there still must be 
some way for radio stars to get out 
of their yearly 39-week 
Bergen said, adding that the annual 
13-week summer hiatus means too 





rather | 


One agency head blamed radio for | 


grind, | 


There is the alternate chatterer, for 
the color stuff, in this instance 
George Perkins. The producer is 
important, especially where there is 
a sponsor, this instance being the 
U. S. Army Recruiting Service, with 
N. W. Ayer the agency. This in turn 
calls for the presence of Col. Mason 
Wright, w.k. in show business, as 
the official Governmental rep, and a 
man from the agency, besides ABC’s 
director of news and special events, 
Tommy Velotta. 

Besides, there’s the engineer (and 
his alternate), and perched behind is 
the Western Union operator for the 
incoming scores from other games, 
always a showmanship touch. Then 
there are always assorted kibitzers, 
VARIETY muggs, network brasshats 
and a couple of other strays who try 
to get into the act which calls for 
not a little intra-game diplomacy, 
considering that, after the current 
excitement is over, the miffed brass- 
| hat in the network and/or agency 
‘may nurture a tall memory. 


technique, | 
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Here’s NAB Score 


On Logs in Press 


Washington. Nov. 19 
Ninety-three ; 


percent of the sta. 
tions which are NAB n embers have 
their program listings carried in full 
by local papers, and oniy 19 heave 
to pay for this service, Th : 
ealed by a survey ‘ompleted " 
week by NAB’s research dept _ 
New cooperation between news. 
papers and local stations is most 
actively demonstrated in towns of 
ver 90,000 populatior Pring nal 
reason for the tiein is seen fact 
that publishers now hold stock in 
ipproximately 40 of the standard 
stations on the air. An even large; 


percentage are among those bidding 
g 


or holding permits for FM opera- 
tion. In the NAB survey, 30 yf 
the stations surveyed reported news. 


paper affiliation. Other facts brought 
out in the NAB survey wer 

Only 4° of the stations surveved 
uid all the local newspapers re 
lused to carry their listing in ad 
ditional 3 said th some but not 
ill of their local papers refused to 
carry their listings 

Smalltown newspapers more fre. 
quently than metropolitan dailies re. 
fuse to carry station logs or require 
payment for this service. None of 
the clear channel  stations—all of 
Which are located in principal cities 
is charged for ne spaper listings 


Only 81 it the stations reported 


their logs were carried by all the 
hometown papers, and 39 said 
their listings appear in one or more 
papers cutside the city in which 


their main studios are located 


The practice of trading news space 
for time on the air is more pro- 
nounced in towns under 50,900 popu- 
lation. NAB said 13 of the sta- 
tions reported these trade arrange- 
ments 

In addition, 80°‘ of the licensees 
said they bought other newspaper 
space for station promotion. 


Detroit—Five thousand re 
of “The Thinker,” a 
replica of Rodin’s masterpiece, were 
distributed by WJR (CBS) as a sup- 
plementary aid to 
when the Detroit 


produe- 


tions bronze 


listeners 
Schools 


radio 
Public 





| broadcast “School Spotlight” (21) 














Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 
ONITED REXALL DRUG CO. 
Friday—CBS—9:30 p.m., EST 

M-G-M—“This Time for Keeps” 

“It Happened in Brooklyn” 


Memo Ou! 
JOHNNY COONS 


CLIPPER IN 


“SKY KING” 


Orville Wheeney and L. J. Gertner 


“VIC and SADE” 























Press Representatives 


DUTTON-LIPPOLD 


—— 


20 YEARS 
RADIO EXPER. 


network a®- 











Top-flight free-lance 
nouncer, commentator, writer and 
producer—41 years of age (20 years 
radio experience)—college graduate, 
Naval officer, married with family— 
desires connection with agency, net- 
work or local station which will al- 
low him to use all his talents in order 
to advance to worthwhile executive 
position. Some knowledge of news 
papers, magazines, radar and tele- 
vision. Confidential inquiries should 
be addressed to Box 611, Variety, 154 
W. 46th St., New York 19, N. %. 
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= 
PREPARE for ENGAGEMENTS 
ACTORS - SINGERS - ANNOUNCERS 








Thorough training for radio. Audi- 
tions built; “mike” personality, pore 
developed. Recordings. 16th year. 

FREE AUDI- 


Kecommended by stars. 
TIONS, 


KOBERT EVANS RADIO ACADEMY 


113 W. 57th St. (Steinway’ Hall) n.Y.C. 
Clirele 6-9861 
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Wednesday, November 13, 1946 


Inside Stufl—Radio 


Gov. Thomas E. Dewey, just re-elected as chief executive of New York 


state, was anything but happy about it last Tuesday night (5), judging by 


his run-in with broadcasters at his Hotel Roosevelt (N-Y.) h.q. 


The governor went on the air twice, once at 10:50 p.tn. and again at 12:20 


a.m. Both times some of the announcers were too slow finishing’ their 
introductory remarks presenting the governor, and Dewey bawled them 
out. In between he had a run-in with press photographers, refusing, 
before his second broadcast, to go on the air until the fotogs were cleared 
from the One photographer's voice closed the governor's 
proadcast by booming out, that the mike w: 


room second 


without knowing as still al 


“Now Mr. Governor, ‘an't we have some pictures? 
The New York Herald Tribune, which recently took over the ho 
three-minute newscasts on WMCA, N. Y. (formerly tied in with the Nev 


York Times), 1S expanding its coverage by adding two 15-minute re 
on the same station 

Monday evenings at 8:45. the H-T 
Bert Andrews, will do a wrap-up of the national Reine ‘She 
At the same time, Wednesday evenings, Norman Stabler paper's fin 
editor, will do a commentary on the weck’s financial outlook 

Format may be extended later to include some remotes from Herald Trib 
correspondents abroad on other nights. 


chief of 


the Washington bureau 
scene apital 


, 1 ] 
inClal 


Charter Heslep, Mutual's representative in Washington, made darn cer- 
tain recently that the Veterans Administration did not intend to deprive 
hospitalized GIs of a chance to hear MBS shows. Seems VA announced it 
would install three-channel radio units in 30 vet hospitals within 
the next year. ‘(At present, rooms with only one-channel 


some 
are equipped 


radio sets.) Heslep promptly got on the phone to VA headquarters with 
the result that General Bradley’s press man will shortly announce that 
the hospitals will be equipped with four-channel set which n mos 
cases, will provide a showcase for all four major nets 

Paul Denis, New York Post night-club ed, long scheduled to start a 


radio column on that paper, missing since a few years back when Leonard 
Carlton quit the paper, is at last starting his department this month, prob- 
ably next week (18). Denis plans to approach from day to day, 
giving one day to criticism, one to news, interviews, behind-the-scenes 


material, etc. Post will probably try to syndicate the column. 


vary his 


Conti’s Top Name Splurge *.: 
On Mutual ‘Treasure Hour’ | Program will include a music quiz, 


|Your Treasure Hour of a Lifetime,” 


Albanese, etc., as alternating regu- 
on all programs. Alfredo An- 
tonini will be music director. 


“Treasure Hour of Song” is re- | re 
' be _| wherein a pop tune will be played, 
turning to Mutual Nov. 21, under | “ape 
= i A ; . | then the classical tune from which 
Conti Castile Soap sponsorship in |} 
. ; ;it was taken, the public to decide 
elaborate new setup. Show had aj. 
: ‘ . .|name of works and which is prefer- 
summer replacement, “By Popular : 
able. Letters will be sent in, and | 


Demand,” in the Thursday 9:30-10 | 


m. spot, and some wonder had} : 
Dp _ 4 ~,. | N.Y. as reward, 
been expressed at delay in show’s 
return. 

New format will have show great- Omaha—Gene Edward, veteran 


ly augmented with top concert 
names, with leading Metropolitan 
Opera singers such as Rise Stevens, 
Jan Peerce, 


speech and dramatic coach and mem- 
the WOW Staff, 
has been made assistant instructer of 
Dorothy Kirsten, Licia speech at Creighton University. 


ber of announcing 
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'970Ke Slot inD.C. | 


On Docket Today (13) 


Washington, Novy. 12. 
turn out to be Wash- | 
last remaining standard | 
slot—the 970kce channel— 
will be the prize of a hearing open- 


What 
ington’s 
broadcast 


may 


ing here tomorrow Wednesday) 
Theodore Granik, moderator of 
Mutual's “American Forum of the 
All iS vying with the Chesapeake 
Broaacasting Co. for that assign- 
nent Granik is already older ol 
an FM permit here 

Vieanw le na urprise move 
late last Friday (8), the WASH 
Broadcasting Co a dark horse 

ide! entered an eleventl nour re 

iest for the 970kc band, and aske: 


FCC for 


morrow’s 


right to to- 


hearing. 
FCC, following a similar last-min- 


participate in 


ute request from the United Auto- 
mobile Workers (CIO) to partici- 
' pate in a Detroit hearing earlier this 
month, has been considering a new 


winners receive a three-day visit to | 
| 


| cies- 


| resignation 
j . 
sistant director of employee-employ- 


policy of refusing to accept late en- 
trants within 15 days of a hearing 


} 
| 


Strauss Stores Buys | 
All-Night Disk Strips 


Strauss Stores, a chain outfit sell- 
ing auto accessories and electrical 
appliances, has bought the entire 
strip of WMCA N. Y.) all-night 


shows, Mon.-Sat., 1:05-7 a.m., on a 
52-week contract. 

Dea) was made through two agen- 
Strauss Davies & DeWindt of 
Philadelphia, and William Warren 
agency in N. Y. 

Sponso! 


disk show for the last eight months 
since it’s been conducted by its reg- 
ular, John Wright, who stays on 


Station says it’s happy with Wright, | 


whose real name is Art Green. He’s 
been doing the show since WMCA 
went into all-night operation. 


Washington—NAB has announced | 
of Milton J. Kibler, as- 
er relations at NAB. Kibler is re- 
turning to private practice of law 
in Wasnington, specializing in labor 
law, particularly in radio broadcast- 
ing 


}all who are concerned with reli 


ithe 


has been on the all-night |} 


36 Picked by Univ. of Oklahoma 


For Station Problems March Meet 


Norman, Okla., Nov. 
Thirty-six members have 
listed on the national committee 
the annual Conference on Station 
be held March 6 to 9 
of Oklahoma, Dr. She 


12 

been 
tor 

Problems, to 


at the Univ 


al P Lawton, coord nator ot reé 
nstruction, NaS announced 
This years conference a 1 ine 


Willard Johnson Heads 
Religious Radio Assn. 


Columbus, Nov. 12 
Willard Johnson, New York, vice- 
nt of the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, been 
named president of the newly-or- 
ganized Religious Radio Association, 
membership in which is 


preside 


has 


open to 


PIOUS 


radio and who subscribe to the 
nciples of the constitution 
The Association was formed 
esult of several years of 
Catholic, Protestant, and Jew re- 


leaders interested in 
id the Institute for Education 
lio held at Ohio State University 
next annual meeting of 
Radio Assn. will be held at 
Ohio State Institute, May 2-5 


raaio 


by 


the Re 
ligious t 
1947. 


KROEGER INTO MBS ‘CRIME’ 
Be:ry Kroeger is stepping into 
gumshoes of “Steve Jackson,” fire 


|}insurance dick on Mutual’s “Crimes 
of Carelessness” 


series following the 
departure to Hollywood of Luis Van 
Rooten this week. Rooten 
tapped by Paramount Pictures for a 


Was 


|lead role in a forthcoming produc- 


tion starring Alan Ladd. 


Kroeger, who will appear in the 
legit production of “Joan of Lor- 
raine” opening on Broadway Nov. 
18, will start his air chores this 
Sunday (17). Series is bankrolled 
by the National Board of Fire Un- 


derwriters through MacFarland 


past, 
vhere 


vill provide a common ground 

representatives of radio 
networks, advertising agencies, 
Government bureaus, schools and 
zations may thresh out 
problen The 
800 


Sta- 


tions, 


rgan 
pNrote sional 
1946 eet xz attracted 
e radio field. Member 
ttee are 
VI H Bone Drake, KOCY 
Para Lee Brock, 4 
Brox ast gy Co Atlanta Ro 
Broi Rowland Broile 
Vorth; Martin Campbell 
Dallas; Arthur Ca 
ington, D. C 
KSD, St 
Stephens 
Charles F 
City 


(Kia- 


WFAA- 
ey, WOL, 
Peggy Cave, 
W W. te rarters, 
Columbia, Mo.; 
KMBC, Kansas 


KGKO 
Was! 
Louis; 
College, 
Church, 


WHAS, Louis- 
Bob Compton, WCAZ, Carth- 
I) Vernon G Dameron Na- 
tions Education Assn.; Willard D 
Egolf, Bi Management, |] 
Wa ( Robert Eno KY 
O} oma City; 
Glenn Advert 


Cartel 


.lso, Jean Cios, 
¢ 


1? 
i 


adacast 


Hay K Gile , 
Ft. Worth; 
Advertising agen- 
Kan.; Leslie S. Hau- 
¢ : Advertisir r a 
Edward J. Heffron, National Assn. of 
Robert B Hudsse 
ABC, 


KMOX, 


ing, Ine 
Kansas City 


er, Watts, Payne 


Broadcasters: 
Cas, N. W.: 
m 2. @ 
| St 


Johnsen 


Johnson, 


Grace 

Soulard 
Louis. 

Also Kenneth K. Kellam, KWKH, 
Shreveport; Col. Harold Kent, Ka- 
mehameha Schools, Honolulu: Doro- 

| thy Lewis, NAB; Ben Ludy, WIBW, 


| Topeka; Monty Mann, Tracy Locke 
|Co., Dallas; Ken Miller, KVOO, Tul- 
sa; Jack N. Pitluk, Pitluk Advertis- 
ing Co., San Antonio; Harlow P 
| Roberts, Geodking, Joice & Mor- 
| gan, Chicago; Lowe Runkle, Lowe 
Runkle Co., Oklahoma City; Tom 
| Slater, Mutual, N. Y.; P. A. Sugg, 
| WKY, Oklahoma City; Russell W. 
Tolg, BBD&O, Chicago; Keith Tyler, 
|Ohio State University; Judith Wal- 
ler, NBC, Chicago; Earl Williams, 
KFAB. Omaha, and William O. 


Wiseman. WOW, Omaha. 





Aveyard agency. 


















“Mr. Hooper, were you listening 
to the radio just now?” 











insurance agent who chases every fire call in Chicago... and the rodeo 
official who keeps the “batting averages” of the big league bronco-busters. 

Catching a 5.2 Hooper rating (with or without “C. E.” in the act) is 
typical of WBBM showmanship. For more details about “Caught In The 
Act” and other small budget WBBM showmanship packages, call WBBM, 





¢ Chicago’s 
Showmanship 
Station 


or Radio Sales. 


COLUMBIA OWNED « 50,000 WATTS - 780 KC + REPRESENTED BY RADIO SALES, THE SPOT BROADCA 


We know one morning between 9:00 and 9:15 when Mr. C. E. Hooper wasn't 
listening—the morning he was “Caught In The Act” of his unusual occupa- 
tion on Ted Grizzard’s WBBM show. But a great many Chicagoans were 
listening that morning and every other morning. In fact, Mr. Hooper’s 
own telephone interviewers gave the program a 5.2 rating—37.4% 

of the listening audience!* 
Five mornings a week, Ted Grizzard chats with people who have 
out-of-the-ordinary jobs, while and where they work. Besides Mr. Hooper, 
Ted recently talked to the dean of a private school for dogs, who teaches 


canines not to bite the mailman... the doctor who cures with colors. . .the 


*May-June, 1246 3 
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EH. Morris Would Be Ist to Up 
Jobber Price; Retail Cost Hike Too | 





rumblings 
industry in 


weeks of 
publishing 
concerning 
price of music, the 
ioke has appeared. E. H 
Morris Co. has signified its intention 
of boosting music costs to jobbers, 
and it’s possible that the move may | 
spread to other first-line publishers, | 
although at the moment all others 
they will fall in step. 


After 
ihe music 
New York 
the wholesale 


first sn 


den) 


Morris’ initial move to increase 


prices from the stanc dards that have | 


existed for years is at the moment | 
applicable only to praeeenes songs, 


it's pointed out. This will eventuz lly 
den. however, to aiaie all tune 
Jublished by the combine’s various 


94 


Morris wants 24c a copy 
music jobbers sell at 


catalogs 
whole sale for 


26c and, anticipating @ jobber price 
jump to 28c, it’s asking 28c a copy | 
for all direct orders of less than 
100 copies. Rack price, which for 
vears has been pegged at 20c, is 
hiked to 22c in Morris scheme of |} 
things 

This increase will boost the retail 


of Morris musie from 35c to 
the first time since the start 
of the war. Rival publishers are not 
too agreeable to the Morris move. 
They out that at the moment 
sheet sales are in a slump, that the | 
time is not ripe for a price boost, 
that it should have been done dur ing | 
the war, when sales were booming. 


Answer to this is that when ea 
were big and money was rolling in 
few publishers thought: about the 
considerable increase in their costs 
of operation. Now that biz is down, 
the effect of almost doubled operat- 
ing budgets is being sharply felt. 


price 
40c, for 


point 


Jerry Wald to Drop 
Brass and Reeds For 


String, Rhythm Band 


Hollywood, Nov. 

Jerry Wald, for the past five ioe 
an exponent of brass, is dropping his 
entire brass and reed sections, ex- 
cepting his own clarinet and one 
muted trumpet, after his current 
date at the Palladium here. Wald 
now has a seven-brass, six-reed out- 
fit, including himself; two weeks 
hence, however, the horns will be 
replaced by nine strings, French 
horn, and trumpet and clary, besides 
the four-piece rhythm section. 

In addition to cutting costs and 
following the sweet trend, Wald 
figures move will also open up cer- 
tain hotels and class nitery spots for 


him, which heretofore have been 
cdifficult to obtain or have been 
closed to his music. 


LUNCEFORD QUITS 
WM. MORRIS ACCY. 


Jimmie Lunceford, who has been 
repeatedly rumored as_ breaking 
away from the William Morris agen- 
cy’s band department during recent 
months, finally did so last week. He 
asked for and secured a release from 
aterm contract, effective Jan. 1. He 
has made no other deals. 


Lunceford originally joined the 
Morris agency's roster, after split- 
ting with his long-time manager, 
Harold Oxley, because he was tired 
of working the road almost exclu- 
sively. Morris promised New York 
location and theatre jobs, and its 
failure to deliver, it's claimed, got 
Lunceford his release. 


Blaine to National 
As General Mer. 


Jerry Blaine, formerly in charge 
of sales for Cosmopolitan Records, 
has left that outfit and shifted to 
National Records as general man- 
ager. He'll be in complete charge of 
the label, in so far as talent 
tunes, etc., is concerned 
is head of the company. 


National is the firm which at one | 
time was involved with Cosmo in a 
buy-out deal. It never went through, | 
although National has been pressing 
Some disks for the rival indie. Na- 


tional itself is now getting out four — 
new records of its own monthly. 


from + 


increases in | 


and |} 
A. B. Green | 


SOS for Hampton 


} Li Han rchestra is be- 
ing rushed into the Aquarium Res- 
| taurant, New York, a week earlier 
|than originally set to hypo a sag- 


| 
| 


onel ptons ¢ 


ging b.o. Instead of bowing Nov. 29, 
| succeeding the current Sam Dona- 
|hue, Hampton comes in Novy, 22, 


sharing the stand with Donahue the 


latter’s final week. 
en Harrima 

| Amaneian, 

Hampton to do a one-hour pei 


operator of the 
persuade 
night 
show during the latter’s current run 
at the Strand theatre, N. Y., as a 
means of Hampton, 


altlemptea to 


boosting biz. 


however, begged off on the excuse 
the theatre grind wore him out, 
Donahue, who opened two weeks 


last-minute 
well enough, 
value has cut 
take of recent 
drawing 


ago, was snared in a 
booking. He's doing 
but a lack of name 
| biz far below 
itop bands. 

$2,500 weekly. 


ASCAP-BMI Snarl 


In Infringement ‘: 


normal 
Donahue is 


tually is a clash between Shapiro- 
Bernstein and Broadcast Music, Inc., 
has been begun between S-B and 
Campbell-Porgie, a BMI affiliate. 
Action is over the current C-P plug 
tune, “I Guess I'll Get the Papers 
and Go Home.” S-B claims it is an 
infringement of its song of a few 
years back, titled, “I Wish I Could 
Hide Inside This Letter,’ and has 
served notice on C-P to stop pub- 
|lication and on BMI to halt licens- 
ing of the tune to its radio station 
| membership. 

However, on Campbell's claim that 
the melody of the tune has been 
partially used in other songs, S-B 
has ordered the action held up for 
a fortnight or so to give C-P time 
to prove similarity from another 
source. One tune assertedly has been 
proferred S-B as such proof, but 
was rejected upon examination as 
not substantiating C-P’s contention. 

In the event such proof cannot be 
given, S-B claims it intends push- 
ing the infringement action’ into 
court, where it unquestionably will 
come down to a battle between 
BMI and the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
of which S-B is a member. 
song is the one cited sev- 
ago as having grown 
out of the oft-disputed and finally 
removed “Swagger” program = on 
WJZ, N. Y., last year, which WJZ 
officials themselves took off the air 
after consistent objections over its 
BMI affiliation. It’s the tune, too, to 
which the writers, Hughie Prince 
and Dick Rogers, had sold all their 
rights for less than $1,000 to Arthur 
Jarwood, backer of the “Swagger” 
show. They were forced to sit back 
and see a tune whose rights they had 





“Papers” 
eral months 


sold for a pittance erupt into a 
valuable hit song. 
Last spring, Shapiro - Bernstein 





clashed with BMI over its “My 
Guy’s Come Back.” BMI claimed 
haif ownership of the performing 


| rights to the tune by virtue of the 
| fact that the melody infringed on an 
instrumental tune published by 
|Regent Music, a BMI affiliate 
advertised its claimed 
the performing rights via the 
piro title, in which it actually had 
ino hold, and Shapiro took violent 
lexception. It subsequently dropped 
the tune. 


Baseball on Disks 


Sha- 





Joe E. Brown, star of the Chi com- 
pany of “Harvey,” signed with RCA- 
| Victor to record four sides on “How 
| to Play Baseball.” Disks, to be made 
vin Chi with stars of baseball com- 
| menting, are to be titled, “How to 
| Bat,” “Hew to Pitch.” “How to Run 
| Bases,” and “How to Field.” 

Disks wil] be made within the 


next couple weeks. 


Seldom has the band business been | 
!as confused as it is currently Faced | 
with its most serious slump since the 
growth of name orche as into a 
$100,000,000 a year industry, the 


| nosedive 


ithe various 


| during the past few 


| 
| 


An infringement tangle, which ac- | right well in people, 


_—— -- 


UP TREE ON 
i 





has had startling 
band departments of 
agencies and 
don't know which way 


repercuS- 
sions among 
buyers of 
bands 


to turn. 


They 


At the moment. \ 
conversation in the industry is the 
b.o. drop, which, incidentally has 
been a factor in the mass cafe biz 
lag 


rtually Lneé only 


There s only one argu € t be 
put up by some agency men that 
carries enough spirit to sustain dis- 
cussion. That's the sweet vs. swing | 


routine, which has been 
weeks by a de- 
cided trend toward the former 
Swing adherents are violently op- 
posed to the idea that exclusively 
sweet bands will take over 
more exuberant stylists, o1 


They admit there are many cases in 


which sweet bands have gotten bet- | 
ter reaction than swing outfits, but | 


they point to outstanding cases of 
the failure of the former combos to 
do business. One example 
used is Sammy Kaye's 
at 7 Meadowbrook, 

As a matter of 


recent 
Cedar Grove, 
fact Kaye did 
compared to 
pre-war figures, but the coin he was 
drawing was so far above his pre- 
war salary that his run was a disap- 


pointment to Frank Dailey, the op- 
erator. 

With excuses, “solutions,” predic- 
tions, etce., flying thick and fast, 


there are some bandsmen who firmly 
believe that the current slump is a 
temporary condition induced by a 
withdrawal of the public due to na- 
tional conditions, and that things 
will bounce back to normal in short 
order. However, for the band busi- 
ness to approach normal again it’s 
also firmly believed that both whole- 
sale and retail prices will have to 
come down. That, it’s felt, is a fore- 
gone conclusion 





Gold Vein Running Out 
On Concert Bookings? 
T.D. and Cugat Skid 


Kansas City, Nov. 12. 

Fall off in road and metropolitan 
b.o. apparently is extending to con- 
certs, a medium which had been 
panning plenty of coin for top bands 
during the past year or more. The 
Tommy Dorsey tour through this 
area has proved disappointing to say 
the least, while Xavier Cugat is re- 
ported as running into the same sort 
of reaction in other areas. 

However, bookers again point out 
that high admission prices contrib- 


uted greatly to the lethargic bo. 
response. One of Dorsey's poorest 
dates, at the City Auditorium, 


Omaha, grossed a low of approxi- 





BMI | 
interest in} 


BANDMEN BEFOGGED BY BO. DIP 





sharpened | 


from the | 
that | 
they’re doing any better at the b.o. | 


being 
run | 





WBEAT Woul Truly Cause U.S. Show Biz To 


Plead ‘South America Take It Away 





—-¢ Predicti 2 al \ irtaliec . f 
° e Latin American songs and st © 
Voting Has Little Effect | terial by vu. Ss. film companies. net- 
Election Day voting had little works and so rz publishers should 
to do with the current band- the proposed Pz merican copy- 
business slump, it was strongly rignt agreement be ratified by the 
ndicated this week to agency U. S. Senate, the Committee on 
execs and operators of rooms Copyrights of the American Bar 
employing name orchestras in Assn. last week filed a report with 
New York that organization which rapped the 
Prior to the ballotir . agreement roundly and recom- 
agency men and operato d ended its disapproval. fi 0 d0- 
cited poll-fever as the reaso1 the ct nittee, including leg 
the way entertainment bur tes prominent the nterti ne 
have been fluffing their offerir field, indicated that show | . 
while many privately felt they vas mobilizing for a fight on the 
were doing a bit of whistling in pact. The agreement, adoptes I 
the dark At any rate electior Washington last immer at tne 
ame and went last week and Inter-American Conference of Ex- 
no midweek gain was noted at perts on Copyright as taxe¢ s 
the b.o. Only spots doing bu discriminatory” against America 
ness all week in N.Y. were the authors and composers in favor of 
Roosevelt, with Guy Lombardo; the Latinos. 
Waldorf-Astoria, with Emil Copyright report was made at an 


Coleman, Jean Sablon, 
of the swankier niteries, all of 
which cater to a more moneyed 
crowd not likely to be bothered 
i; by the high cost of living. 


and some 








Par Picts, Cosmo 


Prospective Paramount Pictures 
deal with Cosmopolitan Records 
collapsed last week, and so the indie 
disker is right back where it started. 
Paramount in a release hustled out 
late last week denied a VARIETY 
story indicating any arrangement 
with Cosmo. It was 
film company that, “It is true that 
we talked with Harry Bank, pres- 
ident of Cosmo, and analyzed 
independently compiled figures 
however, we decided that Paramount 
at present wasn’t interested.” 

Though Paramount backed 
Bank got some fresh money 
where, reportedly from 
Cosmo’s distributors. Fact 


some- 
that he 


music publishers to the Music Pub- 
lishers Protective Assn., and also 
had coin enough to straighten his 
account with New York local 802, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
led everyone to believe that the 
Paramount deal had been completed 
and that it was money from Par. 
that was being used to clear up the 
debts. 


Cosmo’s 802 clarification resulted | 
in the second and final session of | 
recording of four sides for the album 
of tunes emanating from the U. of 
Pennsylvania’s Mask & Wig show, 
“Criss Cross.” Four sides were made 
Thursday (7) with a large 
conducted by Harry Sosnik, plus a 
10-voice male choir and soloists. This 
date had been cancelled the previous 
week on 802’s orders 


Cello Chump 








mately $2,300—at $3.60 per person 
top. That's a lot of loot to hear a 
pop band do a symph routine. Work- Minneapolis, Nov. 12. 
ing on $3,500 guarantee against a When the century-old French 
60%, Dorsey didn’t do well at the cello of Yves Chardon, first cellist of 
Forum, Wichita; Aud, Topeka, and beer Minneapolis Symphony, was 
Lincoln. Dates at the Kiel Aud. St. | stolen from his car while in New 
Louis. and Pla-Mor, Kansas City, | York last Sept. 28, he placed a $2,500 
drew in the neighborhood of $4,200, | valuation on it. 
which either broke even or lost a This week he had the instrument 
few dollars for promoters. | back following its recovery in a 
Woody Herman and Duke Elling- New York pawnshop, but redfacedly 
ton are due in this area soon on con- regarded the $10 tag hung on it 
cert tours, and the boys have thei when pawned by the thief 


fingers crossed 


T. D. Het in Madison 
Madison. Wis., Nov. 12 





| Saturday 


| 


Tommy Dorsey drew 10,000 U. of 
Wisconsin collegians and Badger 
alumni to the univer fieldhouse 
Friday night ‘8) for a concert 


night (9), he drew 1,800 
dancers to the Memorial Union for 


a jam-packed Hon 


e 


of the biggest in Wisconsin history. 

Tickets to the ball were sold out 
within 45 minutes after going on 
sale last week. Dorsey drew $7,000 
for the two pertormance 


ecoming ball, one 


Perrin to Warren in N. Y. 


Jack Perrin, contact in Chicago for 
various firms during recent years, 
}moves into New York to head the 


new Warren Music professional staff. 
He will take the spot Bernie Scherer 
originally negotiated for, but which 
he turned down after virtually be- 
ing set. 

Warren’s interests in 
| be handled by Max Lutz, 


Chicago will 
while the 


{Coast post is covered by Charlie 
| Warren, brother of writer Har! 
| Warren, who is co-owner of th 
new firm with Metro 


Deal Falls Thru 


stated by the| 


some | 


out, | 
one of} 


paid $10,000 of the back coin he owes | 


band | 


Atlantic City meet of the 
Action by the ABA was 
until February after a 

the State Dept., acting in a personal 
capacity, sought to table the re 


Bar Assn. 
deferred 


member of 


solu- 


tion for’a year and Dr. Manual 
Canyes, Chief of the Juridical Divi- 
sion of the Pan-American Union, 
stoutly defended the new agreement. 


|Report was presented by Edward 
Sargoy, chairman of the committee 
which includes among others, Sydney 


M. Kaye, T. Newman Lawler and 
Neville Miller 
Protocol of amendments, if 


| adopted, would completely 
dealings of show business 


revamp 
with Latin 


| Americans and drastically change 
|laws governing relations between 
U. S. firms and the Latinos. Revised 


| agreement which has been accepted 
by the State Dept. has not yet been 
transmitted by the President to 
| Congress and speculation is current 
| that Strong opposition of show busi- 
ness and other interests have slowed 
| its submission. 

Pointed out in the committee re- 
(Continued on page 42) 


Goodwin, Starr Added 
_ To MPPA Group Slated 
To Ease Pact Snarl 


Bernard Goodwin, general man- 
ager of the Paramount Pix musie 
company subsids, and Herman Starr, 
| general manager of the Warner Bros. 
| music publishing group, have been 
| added to the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Assn. committee which is 

carrying the bal] in an attempt to 
score a quick settlement of the pub- 
| lis sher-Songwriters Protective Assn. 
| contract difficulties. Goodwin and 
| Starr were named to the committee 
| during last week’s meeting of the 
| MPPA director board in New York. 
| 
| 





MPPA board had previously been 
named by the MPPA membership as 
a committee to work out the prob- 
lem. 

Goodwin, whose publishing group 
is a member of MPPA while Starr's 
| combine is not, will, with Starr and 
the other members, sit down again 
|today ‘Wednesday? at a second meet- 
ing over the SPA situation. They 
are endeavoring to improve and re- 
vise tne current agreement 
writers and _ publishers, 
pires Dec. 31, to the 
will again be 


between 
which ex- 
point where it 
acceptable to the SPA 
This move by the publishers followed 


a unanimous rejection a few weeks 
back of new contract proposals of- 
fered by the SPA committee on the 
matter. 


CAPITOL BEGINS WORK 
ON NEW DISK PLAN 


Anderson, Ind., Nov. 12 


Marquardt, vice president of 
Capitol Records, here to begin 
preliminary werk on a new pressing 
plant. Capitol pure building 
vith 60.000 space 
recently 

Company 
make di Ks 


df f} 


R.C 


hased a 


quare feet of floo1 


will install 
and expects to 
persons when in full operation 
early in 1947. 


70 presses to 
employ 


ee 


‘ 
Fe 
P 
® 
. 


: 


ee RR ee 








Gov't Priorities a Factor in High 
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British Best Sheet Sellers 





‘Squeeze’ Play on New Metro Disk Co, 


Seen in Retailing of Recordings 


(Week-Ending Oct. 31) 
London, Nov. 1. 
4 ° ° iss. VO... sake Gay 
Cost of Vinylite Used for Recordings "se. 228! 
0S 0 - ny Sweeth'ts Never Old. .Strauss-M. 
To Each His Own Victoria 
La é Government pur- @OccOO aiicaaiie : P) O Hill Wright While there is no outward sign of 
ns used in productior _ a - iho hella \ | i the Dav Chappell recrimil aol y action be a the 
a contributing factor ( tl | I petwee 62 ( Hat Moo Strauss-M new M ne M label and bg disk 
vale orta i i ‘ G4 le] Vo Keep Con g Bark Ber| manhniutac ire who see in the Metro 
B 4 Ind D » Va I 1 a po le { at to their al 
) { \ , O O ‘ t! é i ren 
e r) " f , \\ i | | | i ( \ yrmally 
‘ " . 
| = Second 12 Mes Bag Ane Big Mls fares 
a e ba S lay You'll Want Me. .D weused @f wottine wusees ah 
B Ww You P With F \ Mt ee a 
P \ M . dle the 
) loo Ma l pea \ 
» i { ado You're Nobody Southe Kets also 
ined to keep the price o : Brita idly in Linger in My Arms..New World iii, Cities ceil: Qin ules ‘be 
wound 5c. & po a ‘ of dolla xe! John Bull I Fall in Love Wi You Gay VIO Its also obvious that the 
for carload lot Acco a ; i oe ties Anvtime At All Macmelodies cma ti at GU ws dea toe te 
» to executives of the sake hi be Hen ost | It All Ove Now Connelly naio kers wherever possible 
ne Dae ns ee ae o CONE On O76 LoWwerES Gis) Serene ae te owe On the other hand, M-G-M offi- 
> Co., within a few vea ro ylastic Industry opinion, how- Pretending ...B. Wood me ye 
" ‘ 7 la red MOnLNS nave peen 
mav increase to os point whe ‘ Lite oO}! what the ultimate Mission of The Rose Connelly openly after irtists currently affili- | 
e ‘cconomicall ea pre x wit vinvlite ill In Love Vain Chappell shail ival companie and the 
: paid ; Fenty 2 : te 1 the offer are naking these 








TOP HITS OF YESTERDAY 


f inaheonnemad 


GREAT POPULAR 
STANDARDS TODAY 


For new artist copies and 
arrangements, write or phone 
PHIL KORNHEISER, Manager, 
Standard Exploitation Dept., 
The Big 3, 1619 Broadway, 
New York 19, Circle 6-2939 





ia Out Secs ene | ROSDy-Phallco To (fH ss esos 


rule { « 


Ost ) bhi Cil Ul ODS¢ Vel 


HAMPTON, DECCA LOOK 
TO SETTLE PACT SNARL 


) th D a Re 


contract h iC Vitn the 
fi that is supposed to expire this 
Dec. 6 H to purportedly wa 
i e tl i € carried 
' ntio i lly keepin 
‘ Y i Decen 
1947 
Ni t l to » be ot he 
opt ) oO Dece i \ { the 
le to a | io mone Vo veal 
yeVona oOptior period or until 
1949. a i irantee of $50.000 vea 
Ha ) ¢ t anx 
l to el ip t on 


Big Ballyhoo Push For 
| Ellict Lawrence Orch 


Fe ! 
benefit of the push 
exploitation the Elliot Lawrence 
In 


“new 


er gotten tne 


sort of agency 
and 
has been 


causing 


combination 
| addition to 
band” talk in the business before it 
actually left WCAU. Philadelphia 
(where it was a house orchestra), 
than anything in years, the outfit 


getting 


more 


| best prestige bookings available. 
and promotion the like of which no 
band has seemingly ever drawn. 

There are spreads and stories due 
| in Time, Look. Esquire and the Sat- 
|urday Evening Post. Latter is 
| thought to have been induced by 
| Philadelphia Main Liners, who are 
| among those behind the band, mor- 
|ally or financially. Band played its 
| first date at the Pennsylvania hotel, 
| es of the the 
'country, jumped to 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, an- 
‘other spot high in prestige, and 
|due back into the Penn, the N. Y. 
Paramount, etc 


in 
immediately 


one best spots 


is 


Bobby Gross, formerly with Rob- 


| has been pushed into some of the | 


a] ® ® e 
| Too, it is getting magazine coverace | 



















bins and Santly-Joy, joined Emery 
| Deutsch music firm as its Coast man. 
2+ RECORDING + MOTION PICTURES + RECORDING ~- MOTION PICTURES « = 
: : 

— 
= 

2 

a 
- For 5 
pe BETTER, : 
=z 73 
3 HIGHER-- : 
c—] Cc 
S FIDELITY > 
- MASTERS : 
w ™ 
= 2 
5 = 
z CINEMART offers vou-- 2 
- o 
- @ Large, acoustically correct recording studio ‘ 
: with variable liveness e 
@ Most modern recording equipment, of the highest fidelity ° 
° © Highly skilled technical staff = 
= @ Efficient, friendly service 2 
2 a 
= P — 
2 Call PLaza 3-9172 today for rates and appointments S 
= “ 
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Costs 


Philco VA 1] 


Pay Music 


B 
absol 
transcri 








the music cost of the 
ptior erie Deal fo payv- 
ment of regular fee to pup was 
complete last veek by Harry Fox 
Music Publishet Protective Ass) 
rene l nat ( rub rep afte 
( ) id attemptea to S¢e re the 
transcription rights to songs for Iree 
ifte failing provide for the cost 

I agreement with Philco 
There had been rumot! betore 
Fox worked things out. with Crosby 
that some publishers were agree- 
b] to allowing the use of their 
nus thout charge by the Cresby 

oO 

L . . | 
atin Copyright | 
Continued from page 41 — 
port that itification would mean 
Acct ot sweeping wutTNOrs 
mo. I iaw impositiot ot 
rigid statutory penalties for inno- 
cent infringe fixing of royalties 
so far as Latinos are concerned fot 
ise of their music in jukeboxes: and 
increasing the hazard in using a title 
to which a foreign citizen has a 
claim. Moreover, report said, while 


| Yank creators would still be without 

them, Latins would have copyright 

protection for acoustic recordings of 
dramatic and musical works 

“Large bodies of potential uses 

| heretofore in the public domain, for 


ol 


, 
expected 


i r pp otl 1 an 
outstanding bandleade called fo a 
tipulated number of weeks making 
a filn Hollywood at so much per, 
pl a definite booking at Metro's 
Capitol theatre, N.‘ 

This sort of dickering p M-G-M 


BETTY HUTTON BACK 
TO CAPITOL RECORDS 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. | 
Betty Hutton goes back to work | 
for her old boss, Buddy de Sviva, | 
chairman of the board of Capitol | 
Records, Jan. 1 She's been cutting 
platters for RCA Victor since first 
of this year, prior to which she was | 
with Capitol, 
Her recording pact with Victor, | 
arranged through the William Mor- | 
ris office, was for a year only Eli 
Oberstein Victor recording chief, | 
was advised of the change by Abe | 
Lastfogel, of WM last week. 
| 
| 
e | 
Decca Establishes | 
| 


New Export Division 


Decca Records has instituted a 


new “export division” under 


| quickening its release in the U. S. 


users within the United States will | ; z 
be removed from the public do- |of disks made by Decca, Ltd., its 
| main.” Committee asserted. As to English affiliate. Masters by. the 
linnocent infringement, report  re- | latter will be shipped here for 
|marked that agreement would dis- | pressing, and vice versa. 
pense with formalities of publica- ! ee 3 arian 
tion and filing. required by U. S.| ° . ° 
statutes. So that “all that the Latin | Diskers Anglophobia 
would have to say is that he sang his tetivwend Mow. 12 
song in the plaza of some little town | Despite beefs from record buyer 
in the Andes, and he would have full a rising costs of platters with 
protection, through our statutory Bias; oe ye ei 
cecintiain tx ths Walia tien Blt some markets reporting sales dips as 
elie af cidets tues 'alede tn aes result, diskery execs insist there 
a <a S isnt much they can do about it, in 
own citizens. P view of the way costs for shellac, 
Too Impractical sole source for which is India and 


Moral 


“dear 


rights, report continued, 
the hearts of Latins, but 
anathema to users who must of ne- 


to 


work to other media of expression 
such publication arrangements, 
broadcasting, stage and motion pic- 
ture production has been taken from 
ithe Berne Convention 


as 


with some 
modification.” These rights make it 
mandatory that a user obtains con- 


sent of an author to even the slight- 


cessity make changes in adapting a | 


therefore British-controlled, 
skyrocketed. 


have 
They're pointing out that they're 
lucky to get the stuff now for $72 a 
| pound—as against $9 in 1941, 


Johnny Ryan, ex-GI formerly with 
Ben Bernie, new vocalist for 
Sammy Kaye orchestra. 


is 


Hubert | 


Stone, former director of the Odeon 
disk outfit, of Argentina, under 
Which it will market its product 
worldwide Plan will get under | 
|; way immediately after the first of 
the year. 

At the same time, Decca intends 





in the position of coming very close 
to snagging a couple of top artists 
from other companies. That they 


were not able to close the deals wu 


due principally to an jinabilitv to 
ame exact date the new 
Ould go into productior 
lese artists cannot afford rt 
noment, to let agreement , 
Columbia, RCA-Victor or Decca 
and then be idle insofa 
liskKS are concerned unti M-G 
¢ going, the latter’s deats " 
be turned down, 
At the moment, it’s said. M-G-M 


is interested in overcoming this 


g 
handicap by arranging with one or 


more of the many independent 
record manufacturers to press disks 
for its new label. 











BOURNE, Inc. 


799 SEVENTH AVE. NEW YORK |3 N 











VIENNA'S 
HEINZ SANDAUER 


Features 
DANISH NOOK POLKA 
(Vietor Scharbau-R. H. Greenwell 


Published in Vienna as 
“Prosit allen Schonen Frauea” 


Words by Waldemar 
(Emil W. Maass Publication) 


Professional Copies Available 
Write 


Washington Music Bazaar 
210 Fifth Ave, Suite 110” 
New York City 10, N. ¥. 
B.M.1, Clearance 
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Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


EXACTLY 
LIKE 
YOU 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Shapiro-Bernstein 














Wak Berd od thn Lie? Se Pl 
By rar 5 ae wuss 


<a 


est change in text. 
While an author may waive 
right in some Latin 
tries, in others, report 
cannot be handed over 


circumstances, adaptation 
impossible, it is said. 


music 


virtually 


SOCICI 
furnish 
works, 


authors 


agree 


‘ 


which 


Winding 


economic 


I 


ment 


convention 


ment 
cause 


of 


t 


within the 


impossible 
Licenses are usually 
Latin-American 


even a 
much 
available,” 


up, 
iurt 
Crosse 


may 


he 


le 


to 


would 
“In the field of 
waivers will be difficult if not 


American coun- 
declared, it 


Under suc} 


obtain. 


obtained 
performing 


catalogue 


o> 


well 
to Latin-American authors be- 
deterrence 
United States to risk the 


m 


ake 


report 
committee 
to the 


ol 


all 
asserted. | 
predicted 
Latinos if the 
s the 


tape. 
prove 


use of such works when 
United States citizens and 
peans will continue to be 


on known 


works 


a 


upon 


of 


available 
and precise terms, and for 
Clearly defined uses.” P 


/ 


rights 
are usually unable to 





yle of 


this 


be 


from 


their 
the 


“The 


detri- 
users 


of 
Euro- 


745 Fifth Ave 


Music Ambassador Of The Americas 


ENRIC MADRIGUERA 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Featuring 


PATRICIA GILMORE 


DANITA 


Currentl 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 


Sonora and Vogue Records 


EXCLUSIVE MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 
New York 22 


PL. 5-5572 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audiences | 


The top 31 songs Of the week, based on the copyuri 


} . 
giitead A? 


dience Cover- 


eve Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks, Pub- 
lished by the Office of Research, Inc. 
Survey Week of November 1-7. 1946 
A Garden In the Oe ee are Melrose 
A! A POT IVS FICEVOR csi ter ese ves tice csivcececses Remick 
Best Man, The .......esseeeees Vanguard 
Blue Skie “Blue Skic "iid Berlin 
Coffee Song—"“Copacabana Revue” Valiant 
F F | Love Or It Isn't “Dead Rec} re Mood 
Everybody Loves My Baby Goode 
Five Ut Viore elrose 
k ‘ For Me Forever More ppe 
( l I Marry, The ‘Al e Ge ( 7, 
If \ Were the Only Gir] 
] Pity To Sa Goodnight Feeds 
] Ove Ne I I 
] é ] VI ] tle Le pe B: R, P 
Vy S i So Refine 
Old | ! nte >a f o-B. 
Ole Buttermilk Sky ‘Canyon Passape Burke-VH 
O e Boat k “Three Little Gi In Blue BVC 
R etv Rich iw Man Southern 
Rumors Are Flying Oxford 
Septe r¢ Song o* ‘ , ; i P Crawford 
Somewhere In the Night—7;“Three Little Girls In Blue Triangle 
South America Take It Away—*"Cal] Me Mister” Witmark 
Things We Did Last Summer Morris 
This Is Always—i“Three Little Girls Blue 3VC 
To Es His O “To Each His O P: ri { 
| ‘ the Wille NE ae re eo ] ceé 
Whole We ( Is Singing My Son: Rok s 
Why Does It Get So Late So Early H 
Y« Kee] Coming Back Like a So Blue Skie Berli 
Zip De-Do-Dah “Song of South S ] Jov 
Foll« ( Ondgs are Nose lat ad yl ave € gh pe ( ance credits 
on € e’¢ o be cl ted he O; ( i ios ly are tunes 
ris ( po} ( tu 
A Gal » Calico Remick 
Anvybody's Love Song lille 
For Sentimental Reasons . San ters ae 2 Leeds 
I Guess I'll Get the Papers and Go Home C-P 
I'd Be Lost Without You Advanced 
ll] Never Love Again Southern 
Margie ery yt Tre Viills 
Passe Feist 
Pretending cowks Criterion 
Put That Kiss Back Where You Found It Robbins 
Save Me a Dream ......... Starlight 
Sooner Or Late! “Song of South Santly-Joy 
Stars Fell On Alabama Mills 
Surrender . tala Santly-Joy 
There's No Holding Me ....... ee ae ee T. B. Harms 
They Say It's Wonderful—*“Annie Get Your Gun” Berlin 
Vem Vem ‘ fe - Pemora 
Without You (Tres Palabras)—j‘‘Make Mine Music”... ....Southern 
You Are Everything to Me Paramount 
t Filmusicat. * Legit Musical. 
attack .. Lionel Hampton will be | 
New York in “Sugar” Ray Robinson's corner at 
Harry James’ forthcoming album Madison Square Garden fight with 
is astonishing Columbia Records. He ‘Tommy Bell Dec. 20... University 
hasn't been selling records in great ' recording Co incorporated with 
quantities lately, and initial orders of ! songwriter Jimmy Richards as pres!- | 
300,000 for the album, which means dent, Syd Gotdstone, v.p., Neli Rich- | 
1,200,000 individual disks, brought | args secretary 
Columbia up short Roosevelt | . 
hotel, New You k, upped cover charge | Chicago 
figures to $1.50 and $2, following| Morty Saroff, musical arranger | 
Waldorf, which asks $2 flat every |and pianist for Willie Shore at the 
evening Manie Sacks. head of | Chez, writing his second symphony 
Columbia Record artists and reper- | featuring three trumpets. Young 
Dec. 26 for fortnight rest... Bernie | composer, only 22, has already had 
toire, heads for Boca Baton, Fla.,|one composition performed = in 


Miller, 


in New York, recovering from heart 








After all is soid and done... 


There is really only one 


MARGIE 


Words by Benny Devis 
Music by Con Conrad & J. R. Robinson 


New a 20th 


Century-Fox 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 





band and music biz attorney | Florida as 
| ence Welk orch... 


lamp 


' put a 


| 








Shapiro-Bernsitein 


“Lamplighter”... Al 


| Keogh 


ing as 


Mutual 


' looking 
Little Ji 


penned, 


That Ev 
|; thony <¢ 
Records ... 
the Pan 


Sam Lutz 


waich 


in with Lawr- 
Irwin Berke has | 


the | 


outside 


office to plug the 


Kavelin home 
Johnny Gil- 
y Ballroom, 


. Freddie Slack plays Tune- 


with a sore throat 

bert into the O'Hen: 
Dec. 2 

town, St. Louis, Dec. 
Kirby started at the 
| hotel, St. Louis, Nov. 


Melody 


joins 


Chi manager 


Publishers 


10... John 
Forrest Park 
ll... Huey 
Lane Publish- 
after leaving 
. Dick Jurgens 


for a new male vocalist... 
ick Little and Freddy James 
“You Broke the Only Heart 
er Loved You’™, .. Ray An- 
joing four sides for Sonora 

Jack Teagarden set for 


Room, 


ther 


Nov. 22 


























HONEYSUCKLE 
ROSE 


By FATS WALLER and ANDY RAZAF 











SANTLY-JOY, 


‘1619 Broadway, New York 


Inc. 


19 





Tommy Valando, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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10 Best Sellers 





Dailey 


the current 
relieved 
clearer. 
originally 
run from three weeks to two 


band 
be- 


slump of the 
and the picture 


1 
naa cu 


as dropping all commitments beyond 
him. However, the Dorsey run will 
remain at three weeks 


S-B’S ANGLO TAKEOVER 


Shapiro-Bernstein, 
acquired the North 
o “Bless. You for 
top British sheet seller, 
lishing another 
' Dance At Your Wedding” by 
Strauss and Sonny Miller, 
| brought 
| writers’ 


out in 
own 


which recently 
American rights 
Being an Angel,” 


Anglo number, 
Art 
originally 
England by the 
firm. 


Dorsey's | 
| 
as well 


| 
cont 


| 
| Robert Crum, 
| the new company are Leonard Kline, | 


| prez. record- | 





New Chi Bisher 


Chicago, Nov. 12 
Gold Seal Record Co., newly or- 
ganized Chi recording outfit, is press- 


records for South 
Unique angle is that dark 
inent tastes were developed 
by musical westerns. Same market 
has developed in South America and 
the company is planning Spanish and 


ing hillbilly 
can trade, 


|} Portuguese disks. 


Artists presently cutting for the 


is also pub- | company are the Ranch House Boys, 
‘THI A 


tenor, and 
Officials in 


Lee Simpkins, 
pianist. 


rthur 


and Kennedy Nelson, 
ing director. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Week Ending Nor. 9) 
Rumors Are Flying Oxford Covers rotal 
Ole Buttermilk Sky..Burke-VH isis aiid Weeks Fast Covers 
ihe an oht *hanin ote "lay e¢ ee On Dat 
Five Fearn gr to recone Emil Coleman . Waldorf (400; $2) peed 5 2,775 13,025 
To Each His Own Paramount Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400: $1.50- $2 ) i ea ae 2.675 ?927?? 
Things We Did Summ«e Morris George Olsen.... New Yorker (400: $1-$1.50).... ; } La 3,750 
Whole World Singing .Robbins Charlie Spivak... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50).... 2 2.050 4,050 
You Keep Pee Bach pee Vaughn Monroe.. Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).... 2. 5 1.675 9,950 
Guess I'l] Get Pane C_p Johnny Pineapple Lexingte 300: $1-$1.50) rine ] 1350 1 35( 
* Indicates Floor She ( We Jean Sablor 
Second 10 
et a Los Angeles 
: ee Freddy Martin Amt é 900; 31-$1.50 ec ut 
bs , . tt BY ‘ Russ Morgan ‘Biltmore: 900: $1-$] P Be rT e- 
eding wee 
‘er eX 
W € Be ° 
And Then It's Heave vse ar Chicago 
Sent nt Re D € Ray Anthony Pi ‘ Roe Hotel She Hf $2-$2 5( } t 
Septe ber Song Crawford veek fairly hefty 5.400 
P tv to Say Goodnight Leeds Mel Cooper (Mayfair Roo Blackstone hotel: 350 nin. $2.50) Georgie 
ee ian —___..| Price drawing nostalgic bunch: excellent 3.100 
| Sherman Hayes (Walnut Room, Bismarck hote 465: $1.50-$2.50 n . 
Messner Refuses To Hayes still holding to fine 3,100 
Clyde McCoy (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 650: $3-$3.50 n ). Me- 
( B d B 0 Coy’s final week still sweet 4.300 
ut ban ; DOWS ut Freddie Nagel (Empire Room, Palmer House; 700; $3-$3.50 min.). Still’ 
Of H . fine 4,200 
otel McAlpin on 
Johnny Messner’s new  orchest Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
} u¢ I 
VY ov 14 ‘ i x eek due Los Angeles) 
to his refusal to cut his orchchestra Carmen Cavallaro ‘Ciro N,. Hollywood, 7th wk.) Status que »00— 
to seven men McAlpin’s Marine | #ne 
Grill. similar to ost other N. Y Al Donahue (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, 6th wk.). Final week okay 4.500 
ooms hich cate o the asses, Bob Crosby in 
has not been doing too well. and the Jan Garber (Aragon, B. Ocean Park, 9th week). Rough 6,000 
hotel apparently seeks to cut ex Eddy Howard (Casino Garcens, B, Ocean Park. 6th wk.) Very small 
| penses ~ Job is Messner's first afte! 5 000 Orrin Tucker opens Friday (15) Beach balirooms iacing winter. 
| being dischars ged from the Army. It Vide Musso (Meadowbrook, B, Culver City). Musso re-inaugurated 
was his “home” pre-wat! Six-a-week policy drawing 2,000. Harry James moved out. 
Bob Grant's seven-man combo re-| Yan Tomkin orchestra (Trianon, B, South Gate). Meager 1,500, with 
places Messner. He opens Nov. 15 change from six-a-week to four. Tomkins plays weekends, Spade Cooley's 
: | western outfit Wednesdays 
Jerry Wald (Palladium, B. Hollywood, 5th wk.). Terrific nosedive to 
Dailey Sets Elgart | 7,900. Tommy Tucker bows Tuesday (19). 
: ch nk Dail ¥ faken - . Les | (Chicago) 
Elgart’s orchestra for an indefinite Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk Restaurant; 500; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Perking up 
run to follow Jimmy Dorsey, who a 
, . to fine 4,900. 
Upens Nov. 19 at his Meadow brook, | Lawrence Welk (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Creamy 18,000. 
Cedar Grove, N. J. He will keep | Dick Jurgens (Aragon; $0.9 90-$1.15 5 adm.). Fine 18,000. 
Elgart’s orchestra on the bandstand | _ _ ON oe eit eat ad 





Lang Thompson to Head 
Frederick’s Pitt Branch 


} Pittsburgh, Nov. 12. 
Lang Thompson, former band- 
leader who played several engage- 


Afri- | 


ments locally at William Penn hotel, 
will be 10 percenting himself when 
he comes here to head branch office 
Frederick Bros. is opening locally. 

Thompson's been signed to m.c. 
Wilken’s (jewelry) Amateur Hour 
when it returns to the air waves over 
an unannounced Pittsburgh station 
shortly, after a layoff of three years, 
Last m.c. of program was Brian Mc- 
Donald, now announcing “Ice-Ca- 
pades” and also doubling as frosted 
revue’s company manager. 
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Zanzibar Ops Mull New Site for Sepia 


Shows With Ofay 


Policy for B way Spot 

















| Guild, Carroll Huddling 
On New Pact for H’ wood 


Hollywood branch of American 
Guild of Variety Artists and Earl 
Carroll are huddling on new con- 





tract for 


restaurant, previous pact having ex- 


latter’s Hollywood theatre- | 


[Affaire MCA 


A topic of avid conversation around New York at the moment 
from business (see story in Musie department) is 
Salutations these days are soon accompanied by the query: 


cookin’ at MCA?” 


, aside 
“Affaire MCA.” 
“Who's 




















Zanzibar, N. Y., heaviest user pired some weeks ago. Last week’s resignations and firings at Music Corp. of America, 
Negro talent in the country, is now Bone of contention. in now deal. i “OOO weeks of rumors concerning internal strife at the agency, has 
shopping for a new location on the | Walton Hotel, Philly, ,ccording to the union, is Carroll’s| ®%™® in rival agencies feeling none too secure in their own jobs. The 
west side where it will continue with tance that nce nition - contracts | wave of exits at MCA is setting some well knowns at liberty—hence 

: To House Wa ar V ets — eo : | their concern. 
ua Shows ana Carry WI! t the ca for a seven-day week and he} 
’ a abe W ut : ' six-day policy, he shud | as See SiealichipnandsinMisainmanioate =x 
) vill 1 » a as P } Tac ly ove fe pe ed a deduction of one- 
i nad aeco A na Ww Hot nth of stip ited salaries, which i 
i ir of a\ polic Vy a ‘ +} ‘ +} nas xed ertell, Davis Ankling of MCA 
| i | an + irl] I ) i é 8 Ho (‘arro s ope rating nit- 
f the expired con- 
act erstanding that when ( | 
00 Ss Tr any ible agreement is reached it wes en y @s ll Ing 0 a 
iow! » a size P meet fire be retroactive to date of the 
yported in a spot of Da i reopening ol xpired pact Resignation of Jack Bertell and, pretty well set. But crisis may come 

, ! They'Tl « f 00 small apartments [01 — Mack Davis from Musie Corp. of | when and if large number of MCA 

" is Maurice R Pe va ete and 200 rooms for | America last week is seen as putting | performers are idle, which hasn't oc- 
Batley ind wi go in f t s not been set, but ithat agency in a_ considerably | curred as yet 
intimate type s vations will cost $400, itt ote tri é | weaker pdsition in the cafe field. - : 

N name and policy f é YOO | Both Bertell and Davis are in a ‘Vv a U > P| ' 

set This is first time since prohibition | strong position to take spots hitherto | anities nit aying 

‘ I h f without a nite spot . ° ° ° booked by MCA, and may even take 

A deal on Walnut St. in “Bro- tl IPPINY DIZ | 22x, 210" with mew Tour of = Dates 

t we 100 Fen WarOUga, Wee Indications of how situation may ion om 
5 ) re Ly! re l il : develop is seen by the fact that Ber- Earl Carrol , s Vanitie wi — 
, t iX if the Wa Koo ap- Pittsburgh, Nov. 12. ) , a ee ae } the cafe circuit with a stand at e 
: nil " 1 > f noe Costly notel st ‘ike go} 4 nt sey « tell ae % stabil ed = office n \ e 400 club, st Louis, Start i Dec 15. 
most cat the | parently giving up all hope of ge g f tr , Soing into sev-| pias, hotel, while Davis has taken ie then oad ; sine. ane 

suntry However, it’s claime i that) back into the biz—at least for now. cope Ng Sean ae . nage ee a suite in the St. Regis hotel. Both nti on a guaran ‘ 
' ment 7 d Ce 4 I ‘rT | Bc. 

ne ie oe SS and bars eo petnaipeliy be ar ae ee ae See Fe Layout may follow into the Latin 
Erbe and Howard recent * Sherman Collects $1, 950 reo ar® Bre, Principally affected.) spectively, while with MCA sae, Chamee, Genk fe whi 
a $200.000 bia for the spol ani — a a Sore ees while, there have been some} ,,, i last vear and nbe 

Zanzibar has_ set a new Neg (0) B .” usand a week to the walkout, too | reshufflings among MCA personnel piel Boe us ge soil : How eve dis 

band. Si Oliver, to open Dec. 22 n Contract reac Downtown cafes, so dependent on j to compensate for the resignations pra a seca es Sa asain , 
Dintv’s Terrace. Cohoes. N. Y.,| transients, are still retrenching, cut- | | Maurice Lapue, who doubled be- g F : pins 
‘ICE CYCLES’ 506, K. C. settled claim of $1,950 to Noel Sher- | 58 down shows and other enter-| | tween the club dept. and legit will Jackie Coogan into the Latin 
Kansas City, Nov. 12 an. nitervy producer. on contract arena see oe while show people | take over several cafe accounts Gusties. inten, Dec. 1 for the 

“Ice Cycles” playing its first stand , breach on line Sherman had booked abe a ae ell ee pee 6 among which are in luded the Plaza | weeks 
here rung up a healthy $50,000 gross into the nitery and cancelled out “a — naa pee oupie ? hotels }and Pierre hotels; Al Ga ely, who 
in 12 days in the Pla-Mor rink. | after three nights of a three-week | | ive started taking in Ae formers, has been servicing the Coca-Cola ra-( SS = 
Show was scaled at $3.30 top. pact but giving them only rooms and| dio shows and several band loca- | 
: . —— —— Sherman flei comnisini with | Nothing else, no maid service, clean | tions. takes over the St Regis hotel 

American Guild of Variety Artists, | lime, ete. __| previously serviced by Davis; | 
| ish miheenusntiy sont tha enathes Neither side in the strike will] Johnny Greenhut has been assigned 
li to arbitration At the hearing Sher- | UUGSe. and its being freely pre-|¢he Statler chain previousiy handled 
iji/man claimed the nitery had nego- dicted around here that unless some- | by Bertell. 
ll tiated with him for a 10-gal line thing unforeseen develops, the thing However, the biggest drop in 
| | originally which later by mutual | “4" last rest of the year. | MCA cafe business has occurred in 
consent was reduced to a six-gal out- ~ ie i the medium price talent range. Re- 
fit. A three week pact was signa- cently announced MCA policy of not 
| | tured etween nitery and produc: Calypso Joe S Vaude Unit splitting commissions with bookers HELENE and HOWARD 
Line went in and was cots holding exciusives on spots, has so Gennele- Gunes Gables 
if | out Sherman maintained at the Set for Southern Tour far hit the night cl 1b department WEEK NOV. tt 
hearing that he had fulfilled con- hard. Independent cafe bookers are RKO PALACE 

| if | tract to the letter and claimed nitery A Calypso unit is being assembled | unofficially boycotting the agency COLUMBUS, OHIO 
ll had defaulted Arbitrators upheld| for a tour of vauders and con-| for the simple reason that they can't Bee, MATTE seiner ts 
| | that contention and ordered payofl cert dates under direction of P.| make a dime by buying from Music sgl = : 

. : Mario, of Broadway Artists Bureau. | Corp — — - : 
’ It will carry 13 people and will be Bookers such as Arthur Rihe _—_E—EEEEww== 

NEWMAN'S N. Y. BRANCH agged Calypso Joe’s Tropical Re-| who holds an exclusive franchise on | 
| | Upbeat in society functions since | Vie. such spots as the Latin Quarter, | 
fjend of the war is causing Ruby Unit has been set for eight weeks | N. Y., and Palm Island, Fla.; Coro- | 
r | Newman to open an office in New | on Kemp circuit, opening at the! net, Philadelphia: Bradford Roof, | 
| York to service oe ng sn Roemer) theatre, Lynchburg, Va.,| Boston, along with other important | AND 
| Canveutie | a  evuthers n tour, it will be booked into | talent. Frank Sennes, important 


Jacksonville, 


VEACOCK CLUB, 
| Dir.: 


Fla. 
WILLIAM ‘MORRIS AGENC 


Yi leader. 

































TALENT FOR 
VARIETY ROAD SHOW 


Write for interview, giving full 
tails of act. 


New York 19, N. Y. 


PRODUCERS LOOKING FOR 


Box 169, Variety, 154 West 46th St. 





s 


| VANDERBILT 


ON OCEAN—20th-2ist STS. 
MIAMI BEACH, FLA. 


Swimming Peo! — Cabana Coleny 
Private Beach — Dining Room 





One of the most+ popular spots 
Buffalo. Owner wishes te retire. 
$50,000 monthly gress. Modern, 
rated, fine appointments, 


$300,000. 
U0. Cash $100,000, balance terms. A 
opportunity. Write box A528, Variety, 
West 46th Street, New York 19, N. Y. 





NITE CLUB-BAR-RESTAURANT 


in downtown 
Average 
newly deco- 
fully equipped, year- 


round sir conditioning. Capacity 450, plus 
private dining rooms en second floor. Long 
lease, low rent, perfect location. Physical 


value alone of this thriving business is worth 
Owner willing to sacrifice at $220.- 


Early Reservations Suggested 


rare 
154 
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SUNDAY 


AT 


, a, 


THE PLAZA 








TEN-THIRTY 





gives a special 


NIGHT 


IN 


SHOW 


I HE 
. 


- 


= 


FIFTH AVE. & 59th ST... NEW LORE 


nwrs ey 


* ove . 


He was proviansty a CBS band: | theatres and auditoriums, with pos- | 
| sible Carnegie Hall, 


| 
} 
| 


| 


| 
| 


indicated 


| cure ir 


City 
; into 
| rest 


tered 


N.Y., date after 
road tour 


sidiieiastions 100G, Wash 


Washington, Nov. 12. 
“Ice-Capades” now in 


big Uline’s Arena. 
Attraction hit a 
gross for the 10-day 
last Saturday 
torlum 


smash $100,000 
period ending 
in the 5,200-seat audi- 
Advance sale for this week 
the show would continue 
at approximately the same clip for 
remaindet its engagement. 


Saranac Lake 


By mepey Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Nov. 
Birthday 
Sydney Cohen, Sam 
Groething and Ben 
Mac Shapiro, nitery owner 
father of Tootie Emerson, contribbed 
buffet supper for the Rogers Hal- 
lowe’en party. All attending had a 
swell time 
Edna Hagan, who recently 
went minor operation, back 
lodge doing the rest routine. 
Charles Dowe doing nicely 
upped for pic shows 
Margo Meredit} 
a downtown cottage. 
(IATSE) Curry, 
Music Hall deckhand, 
the Rogers for 
routine 
Joe Denicolo 


of 


12. 


Lefko, 
Schaffer. 


Inez 


under- 
at the 


and 


continuing the 


Thon 


is 


Radio 
checked 
observation and 


bas recuped from 
recent operation and back in circula- 
Ditto for Robert Connelly. 
Charles Golden, Helen Phelps and 
Madam Luzan_ Riane have’ been 
upped for meals. 
Eddie Stephens. 


10n 


former accompa- 
nist for Belle Baker, given all-clear 
papers and left for home last week. 

Dr. Francis Montana, who mas- 
recent rib operation, back to 


| general hospital for the throat oper- 


| ator 





Johnny Highland. 
Reg Green Room, made 
member of the Theatrical Mutual 
Assn. New York Lodge No. 1 for 
his philanthropic work among the 
members of actors colony 

John G. Brinkley, former 
nance man 


manager of St. 


honorary 


is 


mainte- 


in for checkup at the Rogers. 
(Write to those who are ill.) 


its round- | 
| up week here doing a sock biz at) 


| mately 


Cleveland booker, is similarly not 
using performers from that agency, 
as is Sol Tepper, who handles the 
Club Charles, Baltimore, account; 
the William Morris agency which 
also has a large number of exclu- 
sives. They'H only buy from MCA 
when hard pressed. 

Trade originally 
bookers boycotted them, the organ- 
ization could go to individual cafe 
owners, set talent direct and ulti- 
take the exclusives away. 
However, nearly all cafe operators 
are retaining present bookers, 


thought that if 


What effect bookers’ action will 
have on MCA talent remains to be 
seen. Between spots not under ex- 


clusives and MCA handled clubs, 


| plus the usual run of vaude book- 
Fr 
| ings, 


most of MCA’s performers are 














greetings are in order to/! 


and | 


with the Warner Bros., | 





STEVE EVANS 


Offering 


HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 
Currently FRONTIER 
LAS VEGAS 


DIK.: MATTY KOSEN 











PATRICIA 


CURRENTLY 


EMBASSY CLUB 


NEW YORK 
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FREE SPECIAL MATERIAL LIST! 
Parodies, Special Songs, Patter 








Special Comic's Collection, $5 


J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-S1-K 30th Road, Long Island City 2 
New York 











SANTA CLAUS WANTED 


RETIRED ACTOR OR CLOWN WANTED 
FROM THANKSGIVING TO CHRISTMAS. 


Apply 418 McClatchy Building, 69th 
and Market sts., Upper Darby, Pa. 








ALWAYS WORKING 


‘WHITEY’ ROBERTS 


Now Concluding 3RD MONTH 
BLACKHAWK, CHI 
With Del Courtney and Band 
Saxie Dowell and Band 
And Kues Cariyle and Orch 
Starting Nov. 18, Town Casino 
Buffalo, N.Y. 











down.’ 





RENEE and EDDIE ROOT 


MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL, MONTREAL 


I've seen a good many dance teams in my nocturnal meanderings, but ! 
defy anybody to guide me to a dancing lady of such elfin charm as 
Renee, of the combination of Renee and Root. 
‘—D. M. L., Montreal Standard, Nov. 2nd, 


Booked For Return Engagement January 13th 
Thenks te Mey Johnsen Associates, Mount Reye!l Hertel 


She's as airy as thistle- 
1946. 
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AGVA to Petition for Return Of 


Autonomy From Four A's This Wk. 


American Guild of Variety Art- 
‘cts, via Matt Shelvey, its national 
director, will formally make petition 
for return of the talent union’s au- 
tonomy and independence at a spe- 
jal meeting of the executive board 
of Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America to be held Friday (15) in| 
the council room of Equity. 

At this time Shelvey, acting for 
the membership, will submit facts 
and figures on growth and progress 
of the union within the past three 
vears, as Well as financial statements 
to prove its soundness and stability 
as potent argument for return of 
autonomy and permission to set up its 
own officers and board of governors. 

AGVA's autonomy had been taken 
over by the parent union (Four As) 
in 1942 when its future looked bleak 
and it had accrued an indebtedness 
of $71,000 to sister unions. This hav- 
ing been paid off this year and with 


plenty coin left in the treasury, this 
youngest of the talent unions feels 
it has come of age, has proved its 
ability to take care of itself and 
wants return of independence. If the 
Four A’s concur on this point, Shel- 
vey will then submit for approval 
AGVA’s plans for a national con- 
vention to be held later in the year 
at which its officers and board would 
be elected. 


Convention has been tentatively 
set for Chicago, but AGVA will have 
to await decision of the parent union 
for okay and setting of an actual 
date for the confab. 


Balto Nitery 
May Do Foldo 


Reports are current that the Wal- 
|nut Grove, recently opened large 
|capacity nitery on the outskirts of 











COMEDY 








PA r FR Baltimore, may fold. There was 
doubt that the spot would reopen 
For All Branches of Theatricels llast night (12). In the club cur- 


rently are Sammy Kaye’s orch, who 


Nos. 1 thru 13 at $1.05 each or prior to coming to this spot, had a 


13 Scripts for $13.00 





profitable week in Philadelphia at 
Nos. 14 thru 20 NOW READY! the Click Club; and Cy Reeves, 
$2.00 each—Double Scripts comic. Latter is covered by a bond 


SEND FOR THEM NOW! | posted with the American Guild of 
CATCH UP ON BACK ISSUES! Variety Artists, according to talent 


“BOOK OF BLACKOUTS" union, 
3 Volumes at $25.00 per Vol. 
"BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies—$10.00 
NO C.O.D.'S 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 


Ex-Servicemen Sulscribers: 
Send Us Your Home Address 


If spot folds, the Kaye orch may 
be left holding the bag as musicians 
aren't covered by the AGVA bond. 


Carle Cracks Record At 


A four-day stand by the Frankie 
Carle orch at the Paramount thea- 
tre, Toledo, which wound up Mon- 
day night (11), was instrumental in 
hitting a new house high. Gross was 
$19,737, out of which Carle took out 
$9,243. 

Carle was in on a 50% 
deduction of certain expenses. 














Keye Luke, Chinese film 
is slated to repeat a round of vaude 
houses. 
theatre, Miami, Dec. 18. 





139 E. 57th Se, N. Y.C. PL. 9-7470 
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THE LANE BROTHERS 


Acclaimed World’s Greatest, Most Original Comedy 











Novelty Acro-Rope Skipping Act 


Currently At 


PARAMOUNT, NEW YORK 


NOW IN 4th WEEK 


Direction 
DAVE JONAS 


Personal Manager 
BILL MILLER 


Par, Toledo, With $19,737 | 


}out this contention 


He starts at the Olympia | 








Youngman Subs for Bert 
Wheeler at State, N.Y. 


In a fast booking shift occasioned 
by sudden illness of Bert Wheeler, 
Henny Youngman substituted at the 
State theatre, this week. Youngman 
closed night previous at the main 
Loew house, the Capitol, and was 
slated for the State, Dec. 5. 


Wheeler, suffering with hives, will 


Critical turn in motion picture 
production forced on by current | 
jurisdictional studio strike together | 





play Youngman’s previously sched- with likely curtailment of produc- | 
iled slot, Dec. 5. tion next year, is causing consider- | 
a able activity in the indie vaude 
booking offices 

a Belief that indie exhibs will be 
Frederick C forced into using vaude is bringing 
y. Eddie Sherman in from the Coast 

after Jan. le He'll make his head- 

|quarters in New York where he'll 

kx ands Staff | go after more independent bookings 

D Another indication of vaude up- 
: beat is seen with the fact that the} 
Frederick Bros., whose New York | warner booking office has added | 
operations have dwindled consider- Oklahoma. City to its books and| 
ably during the last year, is now| yaude will go in as soon as the 


going in for an expansion process 
and are known to have proposi-| Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, vaude- 
tioned some of the agents recently | jecs for several vears. is also slated | 
quitting other major offices, and/tg resume flesh. House manage- | 
also others still on payrolls of other 
agencies, 


house makes some alterations. The | 








wall 





There are about nine offers cur- 








lout the 
| added 


| buying 


|tending. As a 
deal after | 


player, | 


‘Ice Follies AGVA Pact | 
Signed; Performers Get 


25% All-Around Hike 


Deal for uppage in salaries foi 


rently outstanding, each of which if 
accepted is likely to bring in talent 
as well as exclusives to the office. 


FB expenses, it’s figured, are now 
down to a minimum and N. Y. office 
is being carried along through ac- 
tivities of the Chicago and Los An- | . se 
geles branches, each of which are cast and chorus of “Ice Follies” was 
on a profitable basis. Expansion, it | finally pacted last week between 
is said, can be made with less money | Shipstad and Johnson, producers ot 
than at any time since the war, so | the blade show, and American Guild 
they’re opening an office in Pitts- | Of Variety Artists. Tentative deal 
burgh as soon as space is obtained. | had been set set on the C oast several 
B. W. Frederick made a trip to that | weeks ago when performers had 
town to close deal. | threatened to strike. AGVA stepped 

Office figures, in addition, that in and warned them such action | 
the current business slump through- would be regarded as unlawful by | 

the union since they were bound by 


‘country will give FB an s . 
os y 8 a three-year contract signed in 1944. | 


outlet for many of its low- ; 
salaried bands, since many cafes| However, Matt Shelvey, national 
and promoters are shying away | head of AGVA, and shows operators 
from high salaried orchs. Bearing | 8°t together and worked out an 


is the fact that | amicable deal calling for a 25% wage 


Syracuse, is| hike in all classifications. 

S) se, is 

through its A similar deal also has been set 
for performers in “Ice-Capades,” | 


the Syracuse hotel, 
their bands 
bookér Russ Lyons. 





Expansion proce was decided | Operated by John Harris, and “Ice- 
upon at a recent meeting held in| Cycles,” operated jointly by Harris, 
N.Y. with Chi and Coast reps at- | Shipstad and Johnson. 
| | 


result of this meet, 


Joe Marsolais was taken into the ° 
office, first on a space-sharing basis Reyes Set for Copa, Chi 
land later as a member of the firm. Copacabana cafe, new Chicago 
They're now going all out for in-| operation being opened by Sam Ri- | 


nella, operator of the Brown Derby, 
has booked the Chuy Reyes band 
starting Dec. 26, cafe’s preem. 


creasing activities now that some top 
agency men are available. 


Carousel, ‘Pitt, Preem 














| because of 


A Wally Wanger line was previ- | 
ously set. 


Indies May Be Forced Back to Vaude 
lf Prolonged Strike Curtails Films 


ment is currently dickering with the 


unions in that town, and as soon as 
agreements are reached, stage will 
be lit again. 


Factors that will bring on the 
product scarcity next year, it's said, 

€ nerous enough to give the in- 
die exhibs plenty headaches. One 
of the nportant factors is the re- 
cent Government decree which will 
force tudios into more selective 
production because of individual 
elling of films This means virtual 
elimination of B pictures and con- 


sequently double feature houses may 
be forced into vaude to maintain 
the usual three-hour running time. 
Ite also expected that much inde- 
pendent production will be curtailed 
elimination of the 25‘é 
capital gains tax, which enabled in- 
die producers to get away with 
hefty earnings on individual pix. 
Bookers say that the indie exhibs 


approached so far are listening at- 

tentively, Dut are walting to see how 
tuation vill affect them after 

Jan. 1 

_— —— ———_—- 














TO GEORGE JESSEL 


Dear George: 


Please accept this belated public 
apology. My conscience hurts me 
knowing that | am responsible for 
establishing you in the public mind 
as an off-key singer. We both know 
that my imitation of you started in 
Florida as an off-stage gag. | never 
intended using it professionally. A 
few of our mutual friends requested 
it at one show and since then, per- 
sistent requests have made it a must 
in my routine. This canard has be- 
come so generally accepted that even 
you in resignation, clowned about it 
on the Hildegarde show. 


It’s time for me to confess that you 
do not, and never did sing off key. 
It is merely the quality of your sing- 
ing that makes it sound off key. You 
can sue me if you like but please do 
it now, before actors’ salaries and 
stock exchange seats go down to far. 


Penitently yours, 


GEORGIE PRICE. 

















Despite Strike at $15 Per 


| 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 12. | 

Jan Murray has been signed to top 
opening show at Jackie Heller’s new | 
Carousel, which finally bows in 
Monday (18). Spot had been orig- 
inally slated to get going last May 
but has been held up until now be- 
cause of critical shortage in | 
ing materials. Heller himself is lay- 
ing off outside engagements for first | 
couple of weeks in order to work at | 
his own place. 

Actually public won't be able to 
get into room until following Friday. 
First four nights are going to invi- 
tation groups at $15 per head and 
limited to 100 couples each evening. 
It's a new wrinkle in nitery opera- | 
tion, tearing a page from the pre- 
view theatre benefits for new shows. 


JOHNNIE JOHNSTON, 














HAROLD M. GELLER 


Financial and Business Management 


WAYNE, ALICE REINHEART, LES TREMAYNE, 
MARILYN ROSS, CLAUDIA JORDY. 


621 Fifth Ave., N.Y. 17. Murray Hill 2-0514 


JAN MURRAY, JERRY 














ee ney ee Ey Ina Ray Hutton has been set for 
the Strand theatre, N. Y., starting 
Dec. 13. 
a = —— 

















Bijou.” 





Special Material 
BLANCHE MERRILL 








“The Copa Show is considerably improved 
Garay seems to be getting the only authentic prosperity In town. The Duncans aren’t 
chickens, but they are definitely in show business and their performance makes the 
routines of some of the flashy youngsters around town look like amateur night at the 


Freddy Francisco, San Francisco Examiner, says: 


UNCAN SISTERS 


NOW PLAYING Joaquin Garay’s Copacabana, San 


Watch for new recordings of ‘“Remember- 
ing,” “I Never Had ae Mammy,” "Tie Me 
To Your Apron Strings Again” and many 
others. 


since the opening night, and Joaquin 


Francisco, Cal. 


Bestern Representative 
MILES INGALLS 
Western Management, M.C.A. 

















PST LAP SPORT 1 TORT TO 
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Capitol, RN. WV. English stars mouthing “Old Black | State. N. Y. 

Enric Madriguera Orch (20) with Joe Weber has dropped his gro- Henny Youngman, Stan Fisher. 
Patricia Gilmore: Lane & Sinclair. tesque attire to advantage and gar- Ruth i Billy Ambrose, Sara Ann 
Murtah Sisters (3), Charles Fred-| ets top results with straight de- McCabe, Mazzone & Abbott Dancers 
ericks: “Rage in Heaven” (M-G). livery of his stuff Bit with femme (5) Lou Basil House Orch (12): 

ae rie mouthing the lyrics to his own vo- ‘White Tie and Tails” (U), reviewed 
calizing is a good spot and encore ot 5 ; ‘ : 


c ghinw - anvinge “Rage - = VARIETY this issue 
. “are how ic¢ ompat Ving nage Brother. Can You Spare 1 Dime v ‘ 
In Heaven,” a reissue tit > (imme De- dramatically delivered after a rathe 
t en tt vithdrawn, “No Leave trong pitch to hold on to war bon New State show, from the opening 
> t - om‘ . . ‘ . ' . ' ‘ 
Love . Undercurret itl and saving to ward off the epre yre imber to the flash finale by 
1; ' ‘ ° ‘a 7 = : 
bai’ Laine v porn reason {0 the song yt Mazzone and Abbott Dance! is 
trod tior i a " : sed of seasoned performer 
‘ il I Ve i t ort R 
} t ) j i i 
- | i H 
4 y A ) i i 
Vi Arie la ay KnOoCKa aa i ite 1D LO 111 Be t 
t vat I Lead ra ene clowning Th fai | DI W -ecie] Bill ran in overiong 40 
i 4 fiddles and five rhythn rable stuff ar a real pot t on opening night but 
nm that xc a)] | ‘Y 
, nd ira i] vy, I ’ { that was a ock 
* } onan % 
oO ri t i ] N [Lou Basil house ren piavi 
" th a ina ’ pit this session, chalks up its be 
Vi [ o Rave ‘B He ( Good foiling ob Ml since Basil replaced Ruby Zv 
himself contributes a_ fidd lo of | Caffrey, who comes through with a) jing at the helm several months ago 
S that convince the = clarinet solo on his own that ring Band opens with a classic-swing ren 
tome he quite a boy witl he | the bell ) of Duke Ellington’s “Caval- 
>e,¢ , 
( 1 Patricia Giln e Mad Biz okay B 1 and backs the rest of the show 
£ i vocalizing wife, works ovel - _ n top fashion. And with the various 
“Coifee Song.” “Ho Did He Look icts it has to play to, that’s a tough 
° « 7 a" 
a eads the group in a calypso National. Lville issignment 
: t around songwritet Louisville, No 8 Ruth and Billy Ambrose, versatile 
H okay and custo x Ha McIntyre Orch (16) with =} terpers, start things humming with 
the bit 1 much Frankie Leste Johnny Turnbul ome ballroom adagio stuff seguing 
[ three t VI \ Reed. Dan Drayso The ya song-and-dance routine They 
I I & S Thi De ( “Swamp Fire (P lose to nice returns, with theu spe 
f the n t likeab terp y satire on a couple of a.k.’s 
mpres , r d a polk Toungman takes ove! 
an imp! on aia The Lambertis were the openi Me aioe xo ' 
é the i yr , ~ ‘ ‘ xt to handle the show, a1 after 
_ ' de turn Thursday (7) but had to drop , sell ge o heed 
sent 1 f . fresh appe Act suit after the first show que to a MCAT at ‘ery ong mt aa 
ele iy j " ; ‘ , rs, goes rte S Bag Ss, 5 
= stock ana ed ankle Claire & Hudson, | * _ - ua : xn ah 
a ) ¥ ‘ F ‘ lider than Joe Miller, but all draw- 
. . mixer acro tean were subdstit ea . lick delivers H iia 
, YOCKS a SIICK > > ( 
Vii S i t f for the remaining three perforn OCKS Via a us ee rplec 
7 1 oT Del ; ' iround with the acts in imtroing 
the | Che mugging, co ly and ances, and The Delmar acrobatic Pee a 
, ’ a ¢ } + , al shines agal in nex oO 
Rene uninhibited behavior nicks | trio, then were spotted to open the ana shine te all : ; 
$ “ , pe losing with a socko satire on the 
customers where it feels good | balance of the week. Two males and | * + of t Hollyw 1 biopix 
2 ra ) ‘WwW ( woo Op ‘ 
é ‘ ‘sult thev hav i hard | a lemme, they work in evening togs : 1€M J WOOC I 
7 a . . ) . ’ har 
T e tt off They oa bit or and delive1 a class acro. session. Stan Fisher, Milton Berle’s har- 
nging mmercials, using the "C working smoothly and without ap- | Monica virtuoso protege, lets himself 
quita Banana” tune, that’s immense- arent effort. Their three-high bal- | wide open for comparison to master 
; . } - - ‘ ‘1 . . 
Iv amu , Ditto their Hawaiian ncing, with the femme doing her | Larry Adlet by piaying Clair de 
War Chant” routine Srcnen ; hare of the support, is topnotch Lune and carries it off okay He 
from the talent of the brunette sist r Comedy portion is ably handled} na nt got Adler s precise breathing 
‘others are blonde and redheaded). | PY Danny Drayson. Lad tees off | technique down pat yet, but demon 
who's an extraordinary mugger. the | WU some spicy chatter which | strates fine ability in a couple of 
act 1 valuable addition + Inv ns up the customers to receive howoff numbers His ingratiating 
s ; comedy footwork and fall His | juve personality does a lot to help 
. a : tuff is a little on the bluis! ide, | him sell, and result is a begoff 
Cnarle 9 rederick . pat tone 4 } ; om = " 
spott n the Broadway revival Dt he has a disarming delivery Sara Ann McCabe, who's vocal 
s I c v Cc +. \ ‘4 . 
eR] oe oe : i! OF which eliminates any possibility of | ized with her mezzo-soprano from 
Showboat, also makes a good im- - . 


‘iving offense 


the “Ziegfeld Follies” to NBC, sing: 


waiting for with plenty of | the show with an Apache dance that 
brass and jump on “St. Louis Blues” | leaves the customers gasping Four 


} sion Oo e } sec ° - 
ak a ioe rip eee pont Hal MeIntyre’s band (16) is aa couple of pops in okay fashion. and 
lives » to the latter's opi "Bo be = youthful crew Piano is spotted on then really lets go ona Rudolf Friml 
He | a ee ie — — the right side of the stage. Gets medley, holding the audience with 
a nice enough job on such things as| > sca eee soft effects, with grouped | some high, prolonged not Little 
“Make Be eve. “Why Do I L. aa uted trombones and trumpets with gal W ith plenty of volume, she'd 
You.” ete.. from the ‘shov bi t } , Blue Skies” and “Swanee River probably do better without the mike. 

vo be ul Mis | Gives the kids what they were evi- Mazzone and Abbott dancers close 
work on “Glory Road,” “Song of the | dently ; 

: . 


Open Road” and items of that ilk. 


leave a lot to be desired. “Glory.” | and “Cherry Lane Flip.” Drummer | gals and a boy toss each other 
J example, is a dramatic piece | is spotlighted to make a solid in iround, fall from high altitudes to 
which tells a Story. He does it as| pression, in fact the rhythm section | the floor, smash furniture over each 
ex iberantly and as lightly as “Make | js strictly solid Jackson. other’s heads and commit general 
Be ieve Still, the customers voice Three vocalists. Nancy Reed nayhem so heftily it’s almost a sur- 
their appreciation W ood Frankie Lester and Johnny Trum-| prise to see them get up for their 


bull, provide quality and quantity in | bows Whole thing is_ enacted 
| the singing department. Miss Reed, | against an attractive set that makes 
on er . ° | cute songstress goes over big with | for a potent production number. 
Gay ety. Mont'l “South America Take It Away” and ;' Stal. 
; Montreal, Nov. 11. “Blue Heaven.” Then takes over 
Vaughan Trinnier, Flying Marinos | the piano for self accompaniment 
(4). Bob Karl, Bert York & Co. (2).| on “Can’t Give You Anything But 
Edward Weston, 3 Mendels, Fayne | Love.” “The One I Love, Belongs to Seattle, Nov. 7 
& Foster, Carol Leclaire, Len How- | Somebody Else” and “Sunny Side of . ee yp ig 2 
ard Orch (11) Line (10). Street” for additional salvos. Tex & Wilda, Chill Wills, Sgt. 
ee Turnbull clicks with “My Sugar Is Glenn Michael, Harry Green . 
Gayety layout this week shapes So Refined” and Lester iis also solid | oe wi) gh monger *®: 
up nicely with all acts making for a = Five Minutes More, “Embrace- | ; ee —— neo | WB). 
well-balanced show. Comedy is in | able You” and “Girl That I Marry.’ Shadow of a Woman” ( : 


can, Sock seater eens com | 7 Chill Wills, of the fitms, and Joe 
tine Ped —,* FRa Feu- | | Yule, billed as Mickey Rooney’s dad, 
ee ; : : /head this show in the third week of 

; Vaughan Trinnier, who registers | | apitol, Wash. | the Palomar’s return to vaude, but 

= ‘table nN Spot, also emcees in | Washington, Nor. 8 if customers are to be attracted 
recitable fashion. He doesn't reach | The Barrets (2), Harry Babbiit,| they'll have to do better. Wills acts 


or Jaughs-and does a straight job ry : : 
: : “eet ony JOD. | Maxellos ( . “Pog as emcee, filling in with chatter and 
ad hes a nice set of pipes and s (4), Johnny Burke; “I've 5 





Palomar, Seattle 


——__ 


1s alle , i Always Loved You” (Rep) 

. el on mane. jpomewhere adi terial, along with much used by the 
we and a modern version " , ‘ , . on am ¢ DAVY > 

f “Molly Malone.” rn version Capitol’s layout this week is | Other acts, could use a heavy blue 


pencil, as it is smutty and unfunny. 
Yule doesn’t need the Rooney bill- 
ing, as he holds his own and could 


Flying M>--inos—three enls ; | tailor-made for its Tegular cus- 
Pitter asd oe a and a | tomers, and so designed that it clicks 
Buy—are  o*fo in their aerial stint. | even with class trade house is gar- ; 
Act is dv  micelvy, which is a/| nering via screen feature do a single that would get by any- 
big selling fact Bob Karl scores Harry Babbitt, headlining proves Where, pulling plenty of laughs in 
In a ventro routine using three |to be first show stopper in these his act with Wills. 
dummies. Act i c’everly tut to-| parts for many a month. A grad of |. Tex and Wilda have a whip-crack- 
gether and material is clicko Kay Kyser’s band. Babbitt. just out | ing and knife throwing act; Harry 
Edward Weston revisicrs in some | of ‘service, is well set on the road | Green, ventro, with Doodles, has an 
ballet taperoos, best bit being his | back—and up—if reception here unusual touch in his takeoff on a 
Maleguena.” means anything. At some of the | mind-reading act in which he goes 
The Three Mende's, -)-bal- | Shows, tenor has had to pull up a | !mto the audience, but he, along with 
ancing stirred up with a ds} of | chair and stay on stage during fol- | the Bartlett duo, who harmonize, 


comedy, also get hefty paln &. lowing act to keep things rolling. seem to think that the only way to 
ing and have to beg off. Favnce and Babbitt is a crooner along stand- | Pull a laugh is to go off color. 
Foster do a musical noveliy act, ard lines, with a nice modest presen- |, S8t- Glenn Michael, still in uni- 
nothing out of the ordinary, bu: tation and pleasing personality. form and still in the Army, does ,- 
nicely received. Voice is clear and well pitched, but | "'¢e¢ job at the piano on “Polonaise’ 


oo Leclaire, easy on the eves. ch me ae ae a group of | and “Rhapsody in Blue,” while the 
shows up well in the stripper’s spot. *¢'tmenta yrics-“Five ap a “Rie 
Line is okay and Len Howard's po More.” “If You Were the Only Girl,” | eal : lee me oe See ee 
backs up the parlay in hep fashion ind Nicht and Day’—for rousing | ° Small hous ‘s 
lon borg Encores with “The Girl coe” ouse at first 
oe ae That I Marry.” “Who Wouldn't Love | * 
You.” and “Embraceable You.” 
= 
Hippodrome. Balto Maxellos, snappy combo of acros, 
: P two men and two gals. offer nifty 
Baltimore, Nor. 1 : { ; i 
Roddy McDowall. Rex FF play routine of gymnastics that garners| Edith Fellows, Vic Hyde, Jay 
4 Elgins, Lorraine Rognan with Pat | ?'CUtY appreciation. Seiler, LeBrun & Campbell, The 
McCaffrey, Felice Iula House Orch | Opener is a young dance team, the | Cycleonians, Les Rhode House Orch 
(12): “The Thrill of Brazil” (Cc roy | Barretts, who do a trio of fast. pleas- (13): “Two Years Before the Mast” 
, - O'7. | ant numbers. Customers warm up! (Par). 
as act goes on, coming through 
splendidly for final jive number 
Johnny Burke, clicks with dual 
}appeal. Oldsters get a nostalgic 
| kick out of this hangover from 
World War I. Rest of audience 
; largely ex-Gl’s, practically fall ouit ver in better fashi ; 
“ age aoe ies irgely Ss, a all o VO ashion than most 
club +o: ing by the Four Elgins, who | of their seats laughing. Burke, still other Hollywood names who've 
sell surely and swiftly. Three males | ; » os : | os i 
ey ge ie rag oll oe | the same burlesqued uniform of ployed here. Does okay with her 
vie Ng ptt Bae ay sails dy | 1918, witth the same chip-on-the- sor which include “Still Of The 
and naan - o~ deiewt - — lence | shoulder line, the same razor-edged | Niveht,” and “Waltz Song” topping 
, 1a - everything coun : voice, andeven the same corny gags. | with “Lord’s Prayer.” Stint, though 
Foilowing McDowall in the deuce, has the house in a continual ro of | sh y pace ‘ -alth 
y ) | ' > hy al roar of | slowly paced, earns her healthy mit- 
Rex Weber gives out with his trick | appreciation. ting. 
ventriloquism, singing legitimately | Special long-hair overture for pic, Mugging Jay Seiler emcees layout 
through tightly closed lips and draw- | by house orch, plus guest pianist | in good style and in own spot reg- 
ing good response for impression of | completes sock bill. Lowe. ‘isters fom laughs 


Reed. 





Olympia, Miami 
Miami, Nov. 8. 


Good layout of standards is given 
some draught via p.a. of Roddy Mc- 
Dowall. who contributes a levitimate 
spot of good talk nicely delivered 
and sold for a pleasing getaway 
Show opens with practiced hat and 


Combo of “Two Years. Before 
Mast” and a neatly balanced layout 
should rack up healthy grosses here 
this week. 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


|; and abandones blusers, had nice ef- 


| race music. 


song and does all right, but his ma- | 


| ing the applause. 
Minutes | Chuck Gould house orchestra, on | 


afternoon | 





| 


Film youngster Edith Fellows gets 


| 
| 
| 


quality lost out this week at the 
Apollo, but the layout has its high |in no detail from the same layout a 


that took a while to get rolling and 
then shaped up to not very much. | a 


port, brought with it all the corn in 


Missouri, music-wise. Not the best 
listening in these parts 


| quality for certain segments of the 


stuff. Dishes up takeoffs on ma- 
gicos, rumba dancers among others, 
to get the giggles. Wraps up with 
his now standard  oversized-skiis 
routine. 


—_— 


Boston, Nov. &. 
| Hal LeRoy, 3 Stooges, Dolly Dawn 
| Canfield Smith, 6 Marvelettes. Larry 


} . in i " a “ we. 
Vic Hyde adds to laugh-side with a poreee. Ser ome Bilers 
his mixture of corn and zany music | aitiaiite 

maki . Biz with trumpets adds to} Routine vaude layout for ho 
overall effect to garner solid palm-| {pe pic here, notable chiefly for some 
whacks classy terping by reliable Hal LeRoy. 
Pacing proceedings are the Cycle- | and some equally classy warbling by 





e 
oF 


onians and their pedalantic: Reg-| Dolly Dawn, who's a wow lookes 
. c y y { Ae 
ter for good returns. LeBrun and!from any angle 
Campbell are a nice team of ball Show’s opened by Six Ma elet 
Omol t R { > P . ‘ J! MALVEC LET 
o , . non ine are ath ina tast t imbling and acro act lon 
\ vorkKed Ou and COLOTTULLY lamar lines but always good when 
: given the pace these kids pive 
Li Rhode and house orch back | Confield Smith, ventro. gets off to a; 
ho solid fashion. Biz good/| easy start with his dumbo Snodgra 
whe oht vr. } Pe . 
caught Lary. Dut picks up the beat as he goes 
sania along with impudent cross-talk and 
' , finishes neatly 
Apollo, N. Y. 


i Ss av astl ‘ove e 
Roy Milton Orch (6), with Camille pe Bcc hg lige coy agg 
Hiowara; Jeter Pillars Band (15) | smart intonation, a lot of stuff and as 
with Betty Roche; Pigmeat, John | well-controlled a set of pipes as any 
Bunn, Sybil Lewis; Millie & Billie;|of them. She does “South America 
Addison Carey dancers (12) with| Take It Away,” “You Come Back 
Phyl! Ss & Gomez; “Inner Circle” | Like a Song.” etc.. to hefty applause 
(Rep). | LeRoy, in standard dance act, goes 
equally big as result of intricate and 
fast-moving steps and tapperoos 

Three Stooges, their act differing 


Quantity as 


; 


a substitute for overall 


spots, chief among them the fine ecade ago, beat each other to a pulp 


ice tunes of the Roy Milton combo nd contrib their usual assortment 
Retur of ti Addison Carey dan f vulgarities, but go as always with 
ers also provides a few laughs and | the customers. Biz was big despite 


ome imaginative production num h.o. of pi Elie 


bers 





Line of six gals and six lads open 
with a Pennsylvania station routine 


Unit Review 








Jeter Pillars band, a St. Louis im- | ; 
lee Cveles of 1916 
(PLA-MOR, K.C.) 
Kansas City, Nov. 8 


Open their 
stint with “Fish-market,” a melange 


{ ‘ 1O46 1) I john 
of tuneless brass. i. oH Oscar F. Johnson and Wddie and 

rch’s swooner, Jimmy Taylor, | 8 SI Musical dire . George 
comes out of the reed section foi - ey -— _ Ra “_ og 
“sou Go To My ead.” Over- | tiomnson. Decade & Paves, Marware 
stvlized vocalizing fades in and out, | Field n 4 r, The Aljeans (2), Bud 
with occasional key words chewed | MN: Hetty Pierce, Dick Mershon, 1 
up; evidently trying to be a carbon | }°. Buddy Lew ¥- a — - 
of Ellington’s Al Hibbler. Otis om | Oe aoe ee oe 
White alto sax is unsensational ) 

Millie and Billie have an old and 
somewhat stiff song and dance This newest of the touring ice 
tanza. Gal fakes her steps. Bid for | shows made its first stand in Kansas 


audience sympathy is made when | City, the third in its resumed route 
Billie tells "em she’s his daughtet after a brief summer layoff, with a 
Pigmeat never fails to score here | 12-day run which began Oct. 30 i 
and comes through again with his | the Pla-Mo1 rink Presented by the 
burly blackout, slightly bluer than | producers of “Ice Follies” and “Ice 
previous tries. Word play is on balls | Capades” in a joint venture, it's up 
and strikes in a baseball game to the entertainment standards set 
Pillars’ vocalist, Betty Roche, by the parent companies in the. 
hows nothing but an extraordinarily | Many stands here , 
wide pair of hips on a short frame, Troupe originated in Pittsburgh 
of which much is made in a specialty | last winter and has had to buck the 
sonYg Sings “Amor,” “Betty's rep of its predecessors as to both 
Boogie” and “It's A Pity to Say | size and performance all along the 
Goodnight.” Voice is raspy and hard | route. “Cycle” gives a little to the 
to take others on the score of size, but in 
“Kokomo” is band’s best number, | Performance and spectacle it pretty 
featuring a small sombo composed of | We!! stacks up to their pattern — 
tenor, alto. trumpet and rhythm. | Friday night show caught slowe¢ 
Alto work is especially good. | slightly at the beginning, but reached 
Production number of the evening | !*§ regular pace before intermission 
was a combination “Surrender,” |2%d came back to run off a smash 
with Gomez and Phyllis, and “Cal- second act. ’ ; 
donia” with Sybil Lewis and George The 21 sequences are built around 
Wilberforce. Interplay between the | S¢ven production numbers, all staged 
line, divided into reserved waltzers | With plenty of action and precision, 
and show throughout is __ niftily 
fect and stint is well handled mounted and costumed — at a lay- 
Roy Milton group, with a trumpet out of some $100,000. Generous share 
alto, tenor, piano, bass and drums, | °f, this dough can be seen in the 
was the bill’s best offering. Milton “Enchanted Forest” spectacle, mia- 
opens with “After You've Gone.” genta-lighted number which closes 
“Groovy Blues” and then Camille | ftst act. It's built for scenic effects 
Howard does her number for solid | #4 had customers patting out thei 
returns. Milton combo plays fine | #PProval long before climax. 
F li The largest outlay is in the “Pre- 
; cision Russe,” the Russian ballet 
which proves to be the piece de 
resistance and closes the two hours 
a:..d 15 minutes of show. Costuming 
is eye-catching and precision of the 
32 Cyclettes is a lesson in timing. | 
Opening production number _ Is 
“Moonlight Serenade,” a Venetian 
waltz, and “Family Picnic,” a com- 
edy scene is spotted midway in the 
first act. “Swing a-Song of Sixpence 
; : and “Sunday-Go-To-Meeting,” fea- 
A unit show with a little more than | turing a line of 16 on bicycles, are 
the usual change of pace is to be spotted with “Grecian Ballet” in sec- 
found in this setup. Using the late | ond act. First two are backed by hep 
oh omer — is a preen. tunes and enliven the proceedings. 
showmanship. e moniker sti “eci j ad for 
carries weight and is a brand of ge oemes ee ran’ 
. : 5 ‘ laughs around Howard Sullivans 
populace zany antics. He’s okay except — 
opulac ; j is straig 
: , Rd one off-color bit, which is straigh 
The run-on is handled efficiently | og the burley boards and out of 
by Sid Raymond, who avoids milk- place in a production of this type. 
Throughout the production num- 
hag ety Bae By Bg Be bers are specialties by the long list 
oy Wn randall Sisters, a nifty tr0/ of principals. Top performances are 
in looks and accomplishments. _ In given by vet Robin Lee, comic 
A iy «? sae. —_ Till the _ | Arthur Nelles, barrel-jumper Buddy 
egg ene, ey are on the | Lewis and nimble Jean Arlen, fea- 
: Richy Lane, ventro, teams wit! tured 14-year-old. Nifty skating 
Suna tea i aeeken a dv a = socks over three musical numbers, 
ummy tor a series of comedy re-/| an adagio by Depauw and Payne, & 
ag age a em happy. Vic-/| Polonaise by Margaret Field and 
tor Paul’s contrib is a series of tunes ; y I ri ane 
sas ‘ ‘ . ’ yolero with Jane 
tootled on a chromatic harmonica. eee wd Dek “Mershon Henry 
maw ta ol : ‘ ne * ae . att tee . ; 
bit involving tmpressions of Jokers | Lic, handles a precision number on 
SS S so ti . , , 2 ‘olm 
ine 4 *| stilts. Show recently adde , 
gy om een pned yeni 1 - al. | and Joyce Bosley, brother and sister 
anon ano moi of ‘the —— a | skating champs from England, - 
Stage Ss, S acts < | ° } oss, also 
based on the audible rather than | Rrovlish ee — o = 
ay Sigel ens thie ta th | Strongly flavoring the show is the 
Cenuiiene - neve da ee phe | youth of the performers, evident 
ss off A yr ym gs ae that /throughout in both looks ,* ace 
angs Z : ale with lumin- | tion uin 
ous paint and_ stroboscopic lights. 
The remaining turns are typical | Ho 
corn, of the sort that grows high and| STEIN JOINS HARRY ROMM 
Billy Stein joined the Harry Romm 
jagency vaude dept. He was prevt- 





Adams, Newark 
Newark, Nov. 7. 
Major Bowes’ Graduates, with 
Crandall Sisters, Teddy Block, Vic- 
tor Paul, Sid Raymond, The Craw- 
fords (2), The Oakies (2), Richy 
Lane; Joe Fecher’s House Orch (11); 
“Rendezvous with Annie” (Rep). 


Best of the acts is the turn done 








wide but not too fancy. ‘Teddy 
Block, for instance, imitates radio 
sound effects. The Oakies hau! out 


|a stageful of gadgets from which ously in the General Artists Corp 


} | rubber gloves, musical saw and such 
with his ‘sight ! like. 


tunes are coaxed—tire tubes, spoons, | !¢8it dept. 
Stein prior to going into the Navy 


Bran. iworked at GAC under Romm. 
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Persian Room, N. Y. 
(HOTEL PLAZA) ' 
Hildegarde (with Salvatore Gioe, 


accomp); Hal Kanner and Mark 
Monte Orchs; $1.50-$2 couvert. 


Hildegarde’s back at the Persian 
Room, which again stresses how this 
has become an_automatic booking 
twice a year. The b.o. boff of the 
Milwaukee chantoosey is one _of 
those show biz phenomena which 


falls in the same idiom with the hold | 
Crosby or | 


of a Sinatra or Jolson, 
Cantor in their spheres. All have 
prime appeal through indelible song 
trademarks. 


Hildegarde is no Janie-come-lately, | 
upstart. | 


swoon-croon 
The manner in which this is 
fest lies in her seasoned la 
ship and song interpretative ability 
to get a libretto-ful out of an ordi- 
nary song lyric. She reminds of 
Jack Kapp’s credo with Crosby 
when the Decca prez was chided for 
assigning sO many oldies to The 
Groaner, and Kapp observed, “It’s 
not what Crosby sings but how he 
does it which will pay off on our 
label.” 
Hildegarde with each _ successive 
repertoire, digging up oldie Porter, 
Kern, Berlin, . Hammerstein 


no wartime : 
mani- 


Romberg ditties, as she intersperses | 
with the so-called Continental | 


them 
chansons 


This is evidenced anew with her 


current accent on Berliniana, includ- | 


ing “No Business Like Show Busi- 
ness” and a Berlin medley; the 
Celeste Holm excerpt from “Three 


which she 


Little Girls in Blue” of 
i as she 


makes a production 


“Toujours la Dame” in French and 
English; ditto “Gypsy,” “I'll Close 
My Eyes,” “I’m Gonna See Him To- 


night,” etc.. in between “Vienna in 


Springtime” and the like. 


Her showmanship, of course, is | 
heightened by that. skillful light 
manipulation, a canny alter ego 
accomp by Salvatore Gioe; a| 


fast cue pickup by the Hal Kanner | 


band (new), during the celebrity 
spotlighting; not to mention unusual 
weardrobing, ever.a Hildegarde trade- 


mark. On top of it now, of course, 
there is the radio following which 
gives her additional customer 


cushion. 


Kanner, alumnus-arranger of Fred | 


Waring’s organization, heads a suave, 
sprightly dance ensemble: and Mark 
Monte’s Continentals still get a lot of 
dansapation (accent on the Latin 
and waltz tempos) out of their four- 


some. As for the polished maitre qd’ 
Fred at the door, the’ tape is up 
again and it’s old home weeks— 


several months of them—with Hilde- 
garde back. This engagement at the 
Persian Room was only parred in 
former years by the Eddy Duchin- 
DeMarcos combination. In fact, The 
DeMarcos just closed here, sans 
Duchin of course, and revived the 
boite from its summer lethargy. 
Abel. 


Normandie Reof., Mont’l, 


(MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL) 
Montreal, Nov. 6. 
Masters & Rollins, Florence Hin- 


Lowe, Michael Grayson, Buddy 
Clarke Orch (14) with Norma Hut- 
ton; Erni Ardi Quintet; cover $1 


weekdays, $1.50 Saturdays. 

All three acts in the current Nor- 
mandie Roof parlay are on the solid 
side, except that the unsubtle tom- 
foolery of Masters & Rollins may 
have caused a little evebrow raising 
from the more staid clientele. 

Florence Hin-lowe in the teeoff 
spot, is surefire and bows off to hefty 
palmwhacking. Gal's acrobatics are 
freshly routined and get over nicely. 

Michael Grayson is a natural for 
this room. Lad has appearance, good 


Set of pipes, and okay personality. | 


Has to beg off after six or seven 


numbers, Does a clicko job with 
“Beguine,” “To Each His Own,” 
items from “Oklahoma!” and 


“Carousel,” “Make Believe,” and tops 
these with Irish items like “Little 
it of Heaven,” “Irish Eyes,” etc., 
for sock results, 
Masters & Rollins garner a nice 
mitt but some of the stuff is just a 
shade too rough for this room. Gal's 
legmania and Masters eccentric terp- 
Ing sell solidly, panto is also okay, 
but the whole stint needs 
down for the more chi-chi spots. 
Buddy Clarke orch cuts show 
neatly and keeps floor still tops for 
crowded dansapation. Vocalist 
‘orma Hutton clicks in song novel- 
ties, especially with “Coquette,” 
Erni Ardi’s five okay in the relief- 
ing. Biz good. Laza. 


Greenwich Vv. Inn, N. Y. 
Nils T. Granlund (NTG), Johnny 
& George, Duffys (2), Jean Fuhr- 


man, Flora Drake; Ned Harvey Orch; 
$3.50 min. 4 , 





Many of the hepsters are to be 
found in the Village these nights 
because of the first N. Y. nitery turn 
of Nils T. Granlund (NTG) in seven 
years. Last at the defunct Midnight 
Sun and prior to that at the old 
Hollywood and Pasadise restaurants, 
Granny still retains a following that 


makes him worth the reported $3,500 | 


that’s being Shelled out for him. He’s 
reviving the insulting type of show 
where the payees, talent and the 
*pots are on the receiving end, and 
business there currently indicates 
that perhans the formats of some of 
the uptown cafes could profit with 
the NTG applique. 


Unfortunately, current 


Village 


showman.- | 


This is decidedly true with | 


and | 


handles | 


toning | 


layout isn’t the type of show that 
Granny’s been used to. Arrange- 
ments were made rather hurriedly— 
so hurriedly in fact, that the Inn's 
management became the Shuberts of 
cafedom by barring Variety fearful 
that the muggs aren’t hep enough to 
go beneath the surface of a situa- 
tion. 

_ The Inn was right to some extent 
inasmuch as NTG’s surrounding lay- 
out isn’t for him. Show will be re- 
arranged shortly with NTG given 
sufficient rehearsal time, so that he 
can really get going. He 
up the situation 
| after one number he remarked “If I 
ever find any talent in my shows, 
I'll throw it out.” 

| He prefers to work with 
that have looks and little 

she ever learns to think,” he said of 
one, “It'll ruin her.’”’ NTG, so far, has 
been under wraps, but with the new 
show he'll let loose to the extent 
| that the dignity of participants of the 
shows and the ringsiders will be in 
constant jeopardy. 





perfectly when 


femmes 


else “he 


of the show. with the exception of 
|; Johnny and George, who repeat at 
this spot frequently. The Inn audi- 
;}ences are a wrapup for this team. 
|The Duffys, ballroom pair, also im- 
press favorably, while Flora Drake 
sings a pair of tunes for little atten- 
tion. Jeanne Fuhrman goes through 
ome terp routines to NTG’s kidding 
and consequently can’t expect any 
kind of returns for her efforts. 


Windup is an audience participa- 
tlon gimmick with customers terping 
with the line gals. Jose. 


Copacabana, Frisco 
San Francisco, Nov. 6. 
Sisters, Joaquin 

Sisters, Line (10), 

Orch (8): $1 cover, $2 


| 

| 

| Duncan 
| Callahan 
| Fisher’s 

| minimum. 
a 

| 
The Duncan Sisters, who started 
their career two decades ago at the 
old Alcazar, topline new show and 
score with a mixture of nostalgic 
and new stuff topped by “Roumania” 
and “There’s No Business Like Show 
Business.” The big appeal, however, 
is their old reliables like “I 
Had a Mammy” and “Remembering,” 
which get sock returns. Medley of 
old tunes “Bye, Bye, Blackbird,” 
“Tie Me to Your Apron Strings” and 
“I’m Following You” also click. The 
gals, interlard their song sesh with 
plenty of comic antics to keep things 
moving at a merry clip to win heavy 


returns. Their solid showmanship 
pays off in spades. 
Joaquin Garay, owner-manager 


and dispenser of song and patter. also 
gives the layout a good lift. There 
are moments when one wishes he 
would project a new song or two, 
but he adheres to his old standbys 
and they like them plenty. 


Callahan Sisters conirib fast tap- 
stering that pays off. 


_ Chorus line provides sprightly rou- 

tines to back the featured perform- 
ers. Jean Devlyn turns in good job 
of production with limited facilities. 
Jack Fisher band cuts#show neatly 
and keeps floor crowded for cus- 
tomer dansapation. Ted. 





Panther Room. Chi 
(SHERMAN HOTEL) 

Chicago, Nov. 6. 
Ray Anthony Orch (18) wiih Dee 
Keating, Billy Johnson, Alphonse 

Berge, Phil Gordon; $2-$2.50 min. 
Nine months ago 
fresh out of the Navy, brought his 
| band to Chi to play a northside ball- 
}room. At that time the young aggre- 





|} gation showed the makings of a fine 
| band, but now the band has taken on 
a greater commercial appeal. 

Band is composed of four 
/pets plus maestro, five saxes with 
doubles on flutes, four trombones, 
four rhythm and a French horn. 
Anthony solos in the opener. 
| “Bugle Call Rag.” with a background 
|of top trumpeting. Boys then jazz up 
| “‘Humoresque” somewhat reminiscent 
of Jack Teagarden’s work. 
| Dee Keating. svelte brunet dressed 
lin burgundy sequined gown, sings 
“Old Buttermilk Skv” to nice re- 
Pron and encores with “Give Me 
Five Minutes More.” 

Phil Gordon does a piano and song 


ing the fingernlay. Handsome chap 
works fast with “Zing Went the 
Strings of My Heart.” “South Amer- 
ica, Take It Away.” and others. En- 
cores with a fine boogie-woogie on 
“St. Louis Blues.” 

Alphonse Berge follows with a 
whirlwind dressing routine with live 
gals. 
ence to dress dummies for a liquor 
payoff for plenty laughs. 

Billy Johnson, local lad. 
“Things We Did Last Summer.” 
has unusually good _ diction 
phrasing. Encores with “Tl 
My Eyes.” 

Band closes with “One O'Clock 
Jump.” with various sections com- 
|ine off the stand and blasting at each 


croons 
Kid 


and 





| other from various sections of the 
| room. 

re 

j 

| Butterfly MeQueen, Negro film 


| player, is set for a round of vaude 
houses. Opens at the Adams theatre, 
' Newark, Dec. 12. 


Marine Rooin,. Chi 
{EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, Nov. 6. 
Dorothy Hild Dancers 


Song Stylists (5) Stephen 


| Kisley Orch (12) with Ann Hatha- 


| way; $3-$3.50 min. 


summed | 


Scant attention is paid to the rest | 


Garay, | 
Jack | 


Never | 


Ray Anthony, | 


trum- | 


reutine with overhead mirrors catch- | 


Pulls stooges out of the audi- | 


Close | 


New Dorothy Hild show applause 
worthy with Hild Dancers 
tion numbers standing out in 
costuming and sparkling routines. 


Latter bring good color to show | 


which is 


i} marionette 


interspersed with comedy, 
antics and some rip-roar- 
© acrobats 
Line opens with “Autumn” bring- 
ing forth the Song Stylists, four boys 
and gal, for vocal background as gals 


ballet through “Faust.” 

Martin Bros. come up with cleve! 
string jerking to manipulate twin 
Carmen Mirandas through a fast 
rhumba Nifty stunt is episode in 
which clown tries in vain to climb 


into suitcase, satisfying himself with 
blowing up balloon. Audience went 
best for minstrel playing piano the 
hard way, no hands. 

Comedy releases 
Pitchmen, who 


itself via the 3 
can best be de- 
scribed as the poor mans Spike 
Jones. Broken down piano finds it- 
self surrounded by pseudo musicians 
who start things off by oiling trom- 
bones and cornets made of castoff 
pipe, a few funnels, with tape hold- 
ing the works together. Instruments 
are held somewhere near the 
faces while the actual music 
nates from kazoos. 

They run the gamut of imitations 
with Wayne King and Henry Busse 
and actually making the contraptions 
sound like violins, guitars and saxes 

Final production number, “In the 
Land of Egypt” provides showy cos- 
tumes for the line, with the Song 
Stylists doing neatly on vocal. 

Four Moroccans hit the. floor with 
pyramides, somersaults and speedy 
cavorting in general to rate good 
applause. 

Stephen Kisley orch backs show 
neatly and gives out for customer 
dancing, with blond Ann Hathaway 
doing okay on the vocals. 


boys 
emil- 


Starlight Room. B’klyn 
(ST. GEORGE HOTEL) 
Charles Turecamo Orch (9) with 
Marjorie Deane; $2 min. weekends. 


Formerly the Bermuda Terrace, 
Starlight Room preemed Friday (25) 
with new combo of Charles Ture- 
camo’s plus vocaling of Marjorie 
Deane as the only entertainment. 
His outfit, definitely on the sweet 
side, consists of three tenors who 
double on clarinet and flute, one 
violin, one trumpet, three rhythm 
and one accordion. 

Band had played club dates prior 
to its opening here. Leader, a per- 
sonable chap who handles vocal, is 
Bob Hope’s wife’s cousin and _ is 
managed by his brother, Vincent. 
Despite aggregation’s newness, it 
supplied okay dansapation on open- 
ing night. Room itself is done in an 
old rose decor bathed in - indirect 
lighting. Deep carpeting also adds 
to its luxuriousness. 

Miss Deane tied for first prize in 
the Tommy Dorsey contest held in 
connection with the film, “The 
Fabulous Dorseys.” A cute blonde, 
she displays a _ pleasing pair of 
throaty pipes in chirping 
Without You” and “Won't You Make 
Me Feel So Good?”. 

Located on main floor of one of 
the largest hostelries in the city, 
room drew strong biz opening night 
and should continue to do well es- 
pecially with casual trade. 





Bocage. Hollywood 
Hollywood, Nov. 6. 
Ann Triola, Clark Dennis, Page 
Cavanaugh Trio; $2.50 minimum. 








New upstairs spot over Glenn 
| Billingsley’s dinery on Sunset boule- 
vard—but miles and miles from the 
Strip—is a novel departure, inas- 
much as it’s on a “continuous enter- 
tainment” kick, with no dancing and 
a thimble stage that permits of no 
entrechats. It’s a noisy bistro, too, 
i with no soundproof ceilings, but 
|simply styled and impressive in its 
modern French decor, complete with 
plain - rose - and - simulated - marble 
walls, plus lots of huge baroque mir- 
rors. Seats 250, but tightly. 
Filmites by the town-and-country 


carful turned out for the opener, 
in which Anne Triola, the Jesse 
Lasky contractee who headlines, 


dished out some much appreciated 
Imogene Coca-isms—“I Said Who,” 
“Please, Darling,” “I Gotta Get Hot,” 
and the like, plus such not-so-orig- 
inal material as “Doin’ What Comes 
| Natur'lly” and “Laziest Gal in 
Town.” Grimace’ have a touch of 
Cass Daley, too. 


own in any 
bill or wherever else a femme clown 
is needed. 

Stymied by a cold and a resultant 
case of jitters, Clark Dennis didn’t 
show to advantage at the opener, 
although glimmerings of the guy’s 
nice tenor were on tap. Tees off 
with a novelty arrangement of 
| “Cheek to Cheek” that got the payees 
interested, and did okay with “To 
| Fach His Own,” “September Song,” 
‘Somewhere in the Night” and “All 


the Things You Are’—also “Peg o’ | 


| My Heart.” although the latter kept 
| him on too long. 

Page Cavanaugh Trio, which con- 
i stitutes the “continuous” part of the 





| de 
Go), Bis 
| Pitchmen, Martin Bros., 4 Moroc-| 


| cans, | ingly non-related items. 


“Lost | 


Withal, Miss Triola | 
demonstrates her ability to hold her | 
situation—topping the 





spot’s bally, has some unusual ar- 
rangements of tunes like “Ritual 


\ Fire Dance,” “Crazy Rhythm.” “Clair 


Lune,” “Holiday for Strings,” 
Ghost of a Chance,” similar seem- 
And a lot 
of visiting celebs have been add ng 
| to the general camaraderie of what 
|may conceivably turn into Redio 
Row’s Stork Club. Mike 


proauc- ! 
lush | 


Clever Cluals. Viiscpeni 
Miami, Nov. 9 
Jan Bart. Judie Maniuers, Nic! 
Long, Jr., Line (6) Ken Delane 
Orch (6): $2-$2.50 


Bistro ops nereaoouts Wno are 
plunging for name with 1 iltar 
heavy dough demands, mig! well 
ake a tip from the package current 
at this year-round spot Talented, 
vet medium priced acts, plus solid 
production values add up toa s \ 
which could hold up against com- 


petish even during the height of the 
season. Presence of the hep mob al- 
ready in town, both for early and 
late shows, points up that fact. 
Topliner is Jan Bart, playing his 
. That 


he’s built himself a healthy following 


in the area is evidenced by the 
nightly turnouts. And he’s stoutly 
supported by Judie Manners, one of 
the better thrushes to play this 
room and Nick Long, J! and his 
mooth tapology Line. too, has been 
given plenty to work with on the 


1) 
OvVeTali 


production end to make the 

effect big-time in flavor 
The oversized Bart’s tenorings are 

top-drawer Projecting an  obvi- 


ously trained voice, adjusted to 
nitery demands, he purveys a blend 
of pops and classics in an ingratiat- 
ing manner, all with splendid ar- 


rangements. Standouts are his im- 
presh medley with takeoff on Crosby, 


Kate Smith, Ink Spots and Rudy 
Vallee with starting vocal resem- 
blanee and his aria from Pagliacci, 
which nets him plenty § applause 


| Encors with “Girl That I Marry” for 
a begoff. 

Pert, 
Judie 


attractively gowned 
Manners gets them 
with her Ethel Mermanish delivery 
and arrangements. Tees off with 
cleverly written version of “I Gol 
| Rhythm” then segues into impresh 
| sequence on Bonnie Baker, Judy 
Garland and Beatrice Kaye to show 
versatility. Tops with “You Made 
Me Love You” with a laugh getting 
patter session interpolated to take 
the “heard that before” edge off. 


is Nick Long. Jr., who emcees in fine 
style plus clicking with his smooth 


ballet - musicomedy tapology. Vet 
tapster makes his presence felt 
throughout. Comes back after own 


stint to head production number in 
middle slot, a nifty staged Vien- 
nese waltz. Line is nicely costumed 
and has been given two additional 
imaginative stagings to work with. 
Open with a football song-talk-dance 
routine and bracket show with a 
fencing number which is standout. 
Ken Delaney‘s orch backs show 
in top fashion and keeps dance floor 
crowded between shows. Brog. 


Ankara. Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Now. 6. 
Larry Funk’s Orch (11), no cover, 
no minimum. 





Smoky City’s really stepping out 
with glamour cafes. First it was 
Club Belvedere, near McKeesport, 
which opened several weeks ago, and 
now it’s the Ankara, 


quickly | 


little | 


| 


| belo Orch; 


La Martinique. N. Y- 
Line (6), Blair & Dean, Vie 


Damone, Wally Vernon, Fausto Cur- 
$3.50 minimum; $4.50 
weekends. 

Nightclubs admittedly permit 4 
considerably greater leeway in the 
Ceporiment of their performers, But 
there’s no excuse for a comic like 
Wally Vernon to spill the fil/h that 

e’s scuffing around currently at La 


Mertinique. No nitery can be that 
expansive in its perspective 
rhe digest } ( y Ve on's 
¢ ( ( é 0 Dieé€ 
oe l ( tn nerp ( Linc.ion 
rawn by the wholesome nature of 
t} bill's oO ¢ ( ( Blair and 
Dean are f the cutest, spright- 
liest ballroom tear around: Vie 
Damone, tenor newcome! is a defi- 
nite bet in the swoone! eepstakes. 
Vernon has been around for years, 
in vaudeville, pictures 1 the 
niteries, and he shows it. The “act” 


is inexcusable 
is a shor gage 


~ F 
> 
and Dean te 


dished out by Vernon 
There unquestionably 
of good comics. 


Otherwise, Blair 
still doing their well-varied, clev- 
erly conceived routines in which 
Freddie Blair neatly showcases his 
doll-like mate. They’re a_ good- 
looking couple, and Porothy Dean 1s 
garbed exceedingly well in that sim- 
ple white gown. They can play any- 
where Kahn, 

Downbeat. N. ¥. 
Eddie Heywood Orch (8), “88 


Keys” 43): $3 minimum. 


Closed for seven weeks due to in- 
ability of boniface Rubin Breadbar 
to get a suitable attraction, this small 
W 52nd St. jive spot reoepned re- 
cently with Eddie Heywood’s sepia 
combo. Current disk fave and fresh 
from the Coast. outfit should prove a 
heavy draw. However, opening week 
it fared no better than other swing 
street bands, all of whom have been 
caught in the pre-Election day 
slump. 
broke up his 


Hey wood original 


| band a short time ago with a long 





vacash in mind after filling a date at . 


the Million Dollar, L. A. However, 
General Artists had set him for a 
nine-week stretch at the Downbeat 


lend he’s now massaging the ivories 


| 


on the podium along with six boys 
from 802 plus his drummer, sole re- 


Adding solid effect to proceedings | maining member of the original out- 


| fit. 
| 





on a main} 


highwav about 10 miles from down- | 


town. 
set back Charlie 
in the game, around 
looks it. 


Jamal. newcomer 
$175,000 and 


from front to back. Off at left upon 
entering is a big, niftily-appointed- 
circular bar, with small tables 
spread around the room, and walls 
decked out in murals on a Turkish 
theme, after the name, Ankara. 
Same soft, indirect lighting ex- 
tends to the big room. which can 
take care of around 350 but has a 
deceiving intimacy. Walls are in 
quiet pastels and whole thing is 
roomy without having that look of 
| largeness. Off at one end, on a slight 
terrace looking out onto the center, 
there’s a large room, actually sepa- 
rated yet still part of the main por- 
tion, that can also be shut off as a 
private dining room if desired. 
Nice-sized dance floor is in 
of a large, rectangular 
where Larry Funk is now 
out soft dansapation in keeping with 
the atmosphere. For the present, 
| Jamal intends to stay away from 
floor shows. 
for the food trade, specializing in 
dinners up to $3.50. and open on 
Sundays, too, for meals but no music 
or dancing on that day. Cohen. 


front 


White City, Chi, Folds 


Chicago, Nov. 12. 

White City, at one time one of 
the largest amusement parks in the 
country, is being taken over by a 
veterans housing project 

In the last 10 years neighborhood 
had deteriorated and biz fell off 
Since 1943 park has been in tax 


Place has class and luxuriousness | 


New spot is reputed to have | 


Possessing a rhythmic, listenable 
style, band consists of three brass, 
two reed and three rhythm and is 
never noisy despite the smallness of 
the room. Sticking to standards for 
the most part, combo scores with 
“What Is This Thing Called Love?”, 
while Heywood himself reveals some 
slick 88’ing with a solo of “Man I 
Love.” Also does an okay vocal of 
“Azusa.” Be shines with a sock 
piano arrangement of “Beguine” 
which runs the gamut from boogie- 
woogie to concert effects. Though 
band as a whole makes variations on 
the theme, basic melody is never 
lost. 


Heywood, who cuts for Decca, is 
well up among the platter best sell- 
ers with his top drawer waxing, of 
“House With Blue Lights” accom- 
panied by the Andrews Sisters’ 
vocalling. Winding up his stint at 
the Downbeat some time in Janu- 
ary, he expects to check in at a hos- 
pital for an inspection of a stomach 
condition, 


“88 Keys,” small trio comprising 
piano, bass and guitar, hold forth 
during intermissions. Art Tatum is 
booked in starting Nov. 19. 





New Act 











| VIC DAMONE 


bandstand, | 
dishing | 


He’s making a big play | 


Songs 
12 Mins. 


La Martinique, N. Y. 

Vic Damone is just 18, and a 
comer. At 18 he has poise and as- 
surance. And can sing. 


Damone warbles with an ease un- 
usual for one of his youth, and it’s 
just a question of time before he 
will be really heard from. He has 
a neat sense of what to vocal, but 
will have to nick up on a couple of 
relatively minor items. 


He should, for one thing, never 
wear sports jacket and slacks in a 
cafe, particularly at a midnight 
show. And perhaps it might seem 
to be harping on a sensitivity, but 
there’s no denying that fixing his 
schnoz would enhance his appear- 


; ance, 


Damone can sing rhythm or ballad 
equally as well, doing such tunes, 
when caught, as “Ol’ Buttermilk 
| Sky” to open, following with “Girl 
I Marry,” “Somewhere in the Night 
and “Five Minutes More.” And all 
socko. 


At first sight, Damone is not too 
impressive visually, but when he 
stretches those pipes and lets loese 
with that unaffected juve charm, he 
has ‘em right in the old mitteroo, 


receivership, county leasing out only | @ jjttle schooling in the talk depart- 


remaining bidgs., a roller rink and 


a fight arena. 


ment and he'll be set. He's certainly 
‘worth a buildup. Kuhn 


| 
rt 
| 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK OF NOVEMBER 13 















































Namerals ty connection with bills below indicate opening day of show. 
whether {all or eplit week 
Letters im parenthesis indicate circuit. (1) Independent; (L) Loew; 
(P) Paramount; (K) RKO; (W) Warner 
New VoRR CrrY ' CLEVELANDB | leeland } Old Bomusian 
(apitel (i) 14 Palace (RR) 14 Ice R ie lact nu 4 
iu . ’ i ankie <a “ , Kelly's Stables i ‘ 
Mis ala s lulhwny Morgan Her ted A n oO May « i + 
l.ane 4 (‘lative tielene & Howard > » KR | Nina » 
acai’ Wnadna tele COLUMBUS Mary Osb : Alice 
Music Hall (i) 14 Palace (R) 18-20 C Higgenbottom Robb tlar 
Ni “ (‘ab Callewa Ur la Conga Joe La Porte Ore 
Rudy fone Veters Sis Migue ) Valdes ; 
° “bs | Meke & Poke i ’ ‘ os gage 
He ; Mille Bros & l.ois Mia i : 
auces 1 ‘ HARTFORD re nitty : 
obe la , State (1) 15-17 ia Martinique rh DN shilin 
} j Schneia | lena Herre Va \ > yt Kun Ore 
loa Nickel | Bobby Sherwood O | \ Da ante Eheckt Get 
| : s arty. Td Ss. 
istee er i nemo sag Bros rela . ea Kegers Corner 
a ps de tulle |} Rev Davis : Fausto be Korn Kobblers 
Srimph (Od i HOLYOKE Krnie Stuar ('re Kernels a Corn 
Parameonat (Pf) 13) Valley Arena (4) 17 tutin Quarter see Baker 
Sian Kenton Had {Freddie Slack Or Ted t.ewis Ore telecine 2 
Bananas Ure 
King Cele 3 | Jacqueline Hurley reraid Du Boils Skviiners 
[eean M rhiy |} leudleys Midgets Ala Triplets tava Ria is 
Lane HKres } (three to fll) iro Peace Ton Pals oe 
“ ee oe = INDIANAPOTIS Ga B am , Henry Late 
rane aneto Circle (i) 14 = < Le vseno 
den Hall l tewis Prima Orc faul White Ruban leo 
Al Ber: © Franke & Jan lean Fra a Wally Blacker 
Miuevit Rascalts i moe Re lerry ( Muriel (aaines 
Carl Revazzx = wEeW ARK Sta " i clr A . eee 3 
Stute (1) 14 at lat 
Dave Anpetion Adams (1) i4 Caratval han sawn Dusk 
: Feddy Mcbewa m mer 
1 igh Maxel H sesie Het Shets telly Arde v - — 
Th ae Md Gat Merton arion Colhy >. - F 
Harrys Ea blpit F | « asile Sis ter 1 os Singere oe Kare 
. ’ 1ie 
Strand (W) 15 i Jay Johnsei Miria m Gwin BS 9 
Lienel Hampton G | NESW BEDFORD China Dell ere 
Real & 1 le Baylis Sq (1) 14-16) Geo Wong Tr Warsaaas 
ba 4 ; . le Farrell eon Beas A] a Wallace 
scaluteers run . P , 
BKONX | Cote ~— + rag og pape 
Windsor (1) 16-17 | Harris & Anders Ming Ling atsy lane 
H Tem & der | Harris & Lyllette | Jose Curbello Ore limmy Nols 
I Sheridan Oo & D Page | Copacabana tex Fletcher 
Walter Nelson OMAHA | foe E. Lewis Village Vanguard 
(iwe te fill) Orpheum (P) 14 Ann sOOne ys Derothy Douglas 
BROOK1TYN Tex Beneke | Kddie Fisher Maxine Sullivan 
Fiatbush (1) 16-17 | Glenn Miller Orc neany 4 Ray Richard D Bennett 
Martin & Flerenz Ariie Dana )Vlga Suare Don Frye 
Harry Mariin Chester Dolphin | Michael Durso Ore Chittisen 3 
P McWilliams Ce PATERSON Frank Marti Ore Wivel 
Reberis S & White | Majestic (1) 14-17 | Diamond Rorsesnor | 1. 
> : ; an - Sir . 
Panes <n rhe Saxons Ross & LaPierre Gertrude Hild 
|} Turner Twins van Ainslie 
| Rosebuds | francisco 
| Billy Ranks |} Rruce Norman 
TOPS OF ALL | Hial Hunte | Vivian Nickolson 
Tables avis D' Rivero & BKelra'te 
Renald & Rudy 
BEN BERI agg Mee oo gZametione 
. Noble Sissle Ore 2 oe 
With LOUIS PRIMA Svd@ Strange Ore | H . ; indy es 
| Peg 2 Bates 
Meath. ef Nevember and Becember _deon & Faldie s Hot Shets 
(En Route) Fddie Davis | Nvoka 
. 7 , Kenni Hale | on oO 
Per. Mgt.: EDDIE SMITH Sherry Brition mere Vonaen Ore 
1501 Breadway, New York | Amory 4 cae Svee. Concqmente 
| . . | Claude Hapkine th 
| Bromley & Barrett 
| lee Noble Zimmerman’s 
|} Val & Joy |Gene Kardos 
QUEENS Rey Davis Dick Raymond Janczi Makula 
Jamaica (1) 13-16 | Pauline Alpert Art Waner Orc Zsiga Vela 
Caca Steve & Eddy | Antheny & Rogers | Monte Carte Paul Arnold 
B & A Rallentine Lovals Degs Dick Gasparre O | Sinclair & Alda 
Antheny & Aliva 18-2¢ | Roberto | Helen Wenzel 
Candy Stevens Happy T & Jerry | Siboney Olga Orlova 
Phil Fester A & J Jehnston 
Marce Resales Seed & Bruce 
Ray Reayece Senns Sparks ! CHICAGO 
bie = Clairs Hep Skip & Jump Blackhawk Martin Bros 
an .Pne iy -< . - ‘ ' 
HALTOM E PAWTUCKET Russ Carlvle Ore Hild UWeers I) 
‘ ORE 4 4 Morrece: 
Capitel (1) 10 Maze & Kart Morreccans 
Hippodreme (1) 14) ; ek a ae . 
3 Calvert Shew whe So@berts | Wee Woo Sievens Latin Quarter 
State (1) 14-16 as ‘- teen ! Chez Paree | Willie Howard 
The Rumonds P all Sophie Tucker | latin Lovelies 
! a “ iwe to 1) 4 7 | Al Kelly 
Randy Richards : | Bobby Breen | ; 
H Malvey & Reba PRILADELPHEA | wittie Shore jAmatia Aguilar 
Kav @ Karel a Carman (1) 14 | Joann Whitney } Carroll & HKaker 
17-* Ved lester l\Gay Claridge Ore | Paul ( arieton 
Stuart Sis The hKanazawas Adorables «12> | Buddy Shaw Ore 
Te eee (TheComnee | tucla Garcia Ore | |, Falmer, Mouse 
Sally Masatle , ; - | Cotosimo’s uvelyn Knight 
Chet & Bemay : Barle (W) 14 arey floss Freddie Nagel Ore 
BOUND BROOK | Kay MeKinley Ore | qporrigals (2) Rolly Rolls 
Breok (1) 16-17 Miguelite Valdes Diane Mario | Blackburn (2) 
= ma >» Resales ate 1 Wy nn Claire Abbott D'nceers (12) 
Martin 2 ‘ ic 3i Non Binen ate 
iin tt Steines Pataes (5) 25 ‘= — Models Rio Cabana 
Al R JT Gwynn Revue sles . ae yackle Miles 
an Reno . ie , Hotel Bismarck (| 3 & 1 Zerby 
(one chur . SAN FRANCISCO Joseph sudy Ore Cross & Dunn 
Seber “4s ™ Golden Gate (R) 13 | Gantu Nanecv Doran 
; crs iN »- Name Song Show | Gaywoods Don Bradfield 
| ptaeraae i Mitek Bob Hopkins ) lenore ; The Lovelies (10) 
Pawn ros the Shyrettos Betty Hill Cee Davidson Occ 
& F Robbins SPRINGFIELD Eddie Fens Ore | . 

Jack Deleon Court Sq (a) 14-17 | Hotel Congress Bs Hotel Stevens 
Hardeen Jy Phil Wayne | Milt Herth Trio | Ted Weems Orc 
CHICAGO ( Kmmys Pets | Kiki Ochart Ore ; are Neble 
Chicago (@) 14 Chas Stuart Co | Letty Barbour Shirley Richards - 
Acremaniacs Collins & Bailey Hotel Blackstone | low Mite & Stant’y 

Phil Regon Burns 2 & Evelvn | Georgie Price | Sater rt ¢ — 

Al Gordgn Al Schenk Mel Cooper Ore soulevar-Dears 
KB Talbot-Martin WASHINGTON | Hotel Continental Vine Gardens 
Oriental (t) 14 Capitol (L) 14 | James Sykes Jessie Rosella 
Mi key heoney lLienel Kave }.Joe Vera Ore | Bill Meagher 
Cennie Haines Jane Kean | Karen Ford | Tamara & Thomas 

ae Foster Girls farr & Estes | H Edgewater Be’ech | Jill Fontaine 
Will Mastin 3 4 Eigins ;} Stephen Kisley Ore | Francisco 
Abigail & Buddy WOONSOCKET | 


Leonard Sues Ore 
CINCINNATI 
Albee (R) 14 

Gene Krupa Ore 

J & B Paysee 

Johnny Woods 


New Pai (1) 
Oo & KB Dwight 
Henri Therrien 
Cole Sisters 
tuddy Walker 


Cece Steve & Fx 


7 














Cabaret Bills 


NEW YORK CITY 


Aquariam 
Sam Donahue Ore 
Belmont -Plaza + 


Iiadia Aces 
Manor & Mignen 
Kaye & Pedro 
Barbara Blaine 
Eddie Stone Ore 
Nine Ba 

Blue Angel 
Monica Lewis 
Rebert Maxwell 
Irwin Ceres 
Stuart Ross 
Ellis L.arkin 3 


Golden 


Cafe SBoclety 
(Dewantowa) 
Timmie Rogers 
Susan Reed 
Chiff Jackson 
Pete Jolinson 
J C Heard Ore 


Cafe Seviety 
(Uptown) 
Jack Gilford 
Patricia Bright 
Derethy Jarnac 
Hope Fove 
Edmund Hall 
Dave Martin 3 
Tico Secarras 
David Brooks 
El Chico 
Pasita Rios 
Muscuet & 
Villarreal 


( helo 

Don @Q Trie 
Embassy 

Chu Chu Martinez 

Estelita 


(jate 4 


Ore 


Albaicin 


Capella & 
Nero Morales 
Erwin Kent Or« 
400 Ciub 
Geodman 
Village 
Re\ue 
Orc 
Harvey Ore 


Havana-Madrid 
Dean Martin 
Ranches 
Jerry Lewig 
Rossilianes 
Rolande 
Cataline Ore 
Carles Varela Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
Vauchn Monroe O 
Hletel Dixte 
Restor ir. 
Kay Hammond 
l.ou Seiler 
Dean & Ray 
Heiel New Yorke 
Geo Olsen Orc 
Hotel 
Charlie Spivak 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo 
Hotel Pierre 
I. & K Roberts 
Chas Reader Ore 
Hotel Piaza 
Hildegarde 
Hotel Taft 
Enech Light Orc 
Waldorf-Astoria 


Penny 
(wich 
N 1G 
(havez 
Ned 


(ore 








Jean Sablon 
Emil Coleman Orc 
Mischa Borr Orc 





Patricia 


oO 


r 


Pennsylvania 


o0re 


| DiGatano & Adam | Joe Kish Ore 








. ; | 
| parties. to stay in hotels as far away | 


{as Philadelphia. 

Cafes, as result of the well-heeled 

| crowds, got their most solid business 
in months. 
-specially heavy and SRO prevailed 
in cafes that had any kind of a show. 


| Sunday's business was on par, and 
sume spots even reported heavier 
trade because of the better dinner 
yUSINeSS Early business, while 
hefty on Saturday, was marred be- 
ause of the fact that many colle 
yiate organizations ran shindigs at 
several midtown hotels, and as a 
result, the crowds didn't flock to 
night clubs until comparatively late 
Ne such conditions prevailed Sun- 
lay and» = business in some _ spots 
started as early as 5:30 p 

Armistice Dav gave the street a 


three-day holiday 





Harry Joleen | 


! 





i Continued from page 1 


to work, is now appearing in a small 
Secaucus, N. J. cafe D’Jais, appar- 
ently feeling that the time is ripe for 
a comeback A column 
mi 


syndicated 
i“ eeks 
H 


“arf 
cut 


the Jolson brothers 


pack is partially 
Jolson's feeling 


slice 


some 
responsible 
that he could 
in vaude and nitery 


IOI 


himself a 
ircles, 
Jolson has neither 
the stamina of Al 
his fortitude 
when he was 


Unfortunately, 
the voice nor 
iemonstrated 
years ago 


who 
some 


of the 


one 


Saturday’s crowds were | 


first to embark on an overseas USO- | 


Camp Shows tour that would have 
| been trying on a much younger man. 


He came back only when ordered 
back by Army authorities when it 
| was evident that his health would 


| be endangered if he remained over- 
seas. 


Harry Jolson’s voice is that of a 
|}man fighting 60. It’s not as full as 
it Once was, and five songs on the 


| floor indicated that a floor session 
too arduous for him. Another 

factor militating against him is the 
| anachronism of working in black- 
|face. It’s of an era that’s hard to 

revive—especially since Uncle Tom- 
| ism in the theatre has given way to 


is 





For That Rainy Day 


With Harry Jolson’s appear- 
ance at the Jersey nitery, Broad- 


wayites are recalling this story 
of Harry’s relations with his — 
brother Al. Harry was on Al's 
payroll at $100 weekly to stay 
out of showbusiness when he 
approached Al, and asked that 


the ante be upped to $150. 
| Al noted that Harry was liv- 
| ing well, all his desires were 
catered to and the C note week- 
ly constituted good living in 
those days. 
“IT know,” said Harry, “But I 
can’t save any money on that.” 








realistic interpretation of the Negro, 
and minstrelsy has gone the way of 
| chautauqua. 

While Jolson makes no: overt at- 
tempt to trade on his brother's rep, 
it’s evident that the two 
ciated with this audience. 
quently the requests for 
and “Sonny Boy.” 


are asso- 
Conse- 
“Mammy” 


It's coincidental that 35 years ago 
almost to the day of his opening at 











|} Pitehmen Mel Cole Ofte 
— — 
| N.Y. Bist 
| . T. BISTFOS 
——__=e continued from page 1 


whether several spots will have to 
shutter shortly afterwards. 

Those that 
schedules indicate that charges will 
The New 
has $11 
fee which with taxes 
brings it up to $13.42 as compared to 
last year’s $12.10 total, while Cafe 
Society Uptown will have a.$10 min- 
imum with the downtown branch 


hewing to $7.50, both same as last 
year 


have posted holiday 
be on par with last year. 
' Yorker hotel 


per 


announced an 


person 


However, those that haven't fig- 
ured out the holiday fees will prob- 
ably start giving out the rates at the 
end of this week because of neces- 
sity of publicity build-up for the 
big night, and in order to solicit the 
large party business. They can’t de- 


lay much longer because of the 
necessity of advertising the event, 
even if they’re in the dark as to 


what the competition is doing. 


Football Hypoes Cafe Biz 
Declining cafe business got a wel- 
| come hypo from the terrific crowds 
j for the Army-Notre Dame and Penn- 
|Columbia games, in New® York. 
'Some hotels made arrangements for 


| 





{ . . . ° 
D’Jais, Variety carried its first re- 
view on Harry Jolson. Sime indi- 


well-liked. Sime, catching the act 
again in 1920, reiterated the same 
belief. In both instances, he worked 
| with a stooge, which indicated that 
his vocalistics alone weren’t suffi- 
| cient. In this instance, he does one 
gag with the house emcee, Ray 
Rogers; it’s weak and not too well 
received, but apparently Jolson 
needs this respite from singing. 

D’Jais is highly inappropriate for 
Jolson, not only because of surround- 
but he’s hurt by comparison 
with surrounding talent. It’s a spot 
that’s used as a grooming ground for 
comics as well as a hideaway for 
breaking in new material. Bulk of 
the business is fron{ the oval-shaped 
bar where a corn musical outfit. 
anonymously billed as 
Mixers (4), is on tap. 

With Jolson comes a show that in- 
cludes two femme dancers, Rose 
Lee & Germanine., plus Rogers, the 
Music Mixers and the four-piece 
show-backing and dance work of 
Russ Irwin—all this for a $1 mini- 
mum. But there is some drag in the 
Jolson name even in Secaucus. 
Trade is unusually heavy and it’s 
credited mainly to its headliner. 

At that, D'Jais is no place for a 
| Jolson to be at this time, despite 
the fact that he’s getting a reported 
$400 weekly. Jose. 


ings, 


cated that “at best the act would be | 


1 4 
tee 


_— 
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GOP Win Knocks Pins 





Continued 





would be temporary only in nature, 
no matter what label it is given. 
State Department's budget for 
cultural motion pictures and_ short- 
wave international radio is going to 
sharply if not entirely 
eliminated John Taber, New 
who will head the 
committee, 
Secretary 
setup as a 
and nonsense on 
funds should not 
fought 
Con- 
and should better 
next spring whittling down 
appropriation for the fiscal year 
July 1, 1947. What 
as a result may well be 
the opinion of many 
people, but Taber thinks differently 
and he will be a 
oned with 
No 
tion 
of Commerce, 
Golden This is a 
and cannot cut 
eliminated entirely. 
that 
The 
desk 


the 


be trimmed 
Rep 
York Republican 
House Appropriations 
upon Assistant 

William 


tomfoolery 


looks of 


State Benton's 
lot of 
vhich the public’s 
He 


appropriation 


unsuccessfully 

the last 
have much 
in 


be spent 
the in 
2TeSs 
lun k 
the 
beginning 
happen 


tragic, 


itl 


in the next Congress. 
‘~hange is figured for the mo- 
picture 
Nathan D 
small operation 
unless it is to be 
No one expects 


headed by 


be 


commercial motion picture 
Policy Unit of 
Department will undoubt- 
edly The industry needs 


all the help it can get from the State 


of the 
State 


<ontinue 


Foreign 


Department in getting back into 
many of its foreign markets. This is 
a matter of simple business which 


Congress will recognize 

Federal Communications Commis- 
sion is headed for another twirl on 
the investigation merry-go-round. 
Both before and after Election Day, 
Republican spokesmen declared that 
they would make the 
fur fly. Certain to be dug into is the 
Commission’s “Blue Book,” 
there is also strong likelihood 
check into the reason for shifting 
frequency modulation upstairs in the 
spectrum. In addition, it likely 
that some of the matters formerly 
stirred up during the Cox Commit- 
investigation of the commission 
may be exhumed for further study. 


Another 


1s 


development here 


Commission's | 


from page 1 


will | 


figure to be reck- | 
| ber 


unit of the Department | 


and | 
of a} 


survey 


| 
| 
these 








| have both pledged cuts in the rates 
| on personal income taxes, but there 
| is no indication whether any efforts 
| will’be made to ease corporate taxes 
| further, 


= 


Cong. Ledge of Conn. 
Bridgeport, Nov. 12 

Fourth district of 

Connecticut, covering Fairfield coun- 

ty literati, thesp and commuter se 


congressional 


which has for past two terms been 
represented in Washington by play 
wright and sometime trouper Clare 
Boothe Luce, will from January on 
have another show biz-grounded 
legislator, John Davis Lodge, for- 
mer screen and legit actor and 


brother of Massachusetts 
Henry Cabot Lodge. 


Sen.-elect 
Cong. Lodge, an easy winner in 
the Republican sweep, made a num- 
ef films for Paramount and 
Hollywood studios about a 
ago and later appeared in 
Italian and French pix abroad. His 
wife the dancer, Francesca Brag 
f#iotti, sister of pianist Mario. Lodges’ 
home is Westport, hub of Connecti- 


other 
decade 


IS 


cut’s art zone 





War Dept. 


Continued from page 2 


| 





Com- 
alveady 


occupation, a top official said. 
plete breakdown of films 
shown has been prepared by Infor- 


mation Control officers in a report 
covering the first year, it was dis- 
| closed Analysis which the War 


Dept. expects to make public with- 
in the near future is the result of a 
which not only typed pix 
shown but also measured audience 
reaction in all occupied countries 
Army claim now is that many of 
lthe pix which found their way into 


countries brought forth un- 
| suitable audience’ response. Film 
companies, it is charged, made no 


will | 


deal with a tapering off of anti-trust | 


actions Following termination of | 
the current pending cases—prin- 
cipally the New York suit, the 


Schine and Griffith suits—Anti-Trust 


Division may put its motion picture | 


mothballs for the 
the Justice De- 


activities in 
being. Certainly, 


| partment is held to be no longer the 
crusading knight in armer for small | 


| 


business that it has been in recent 
years. 

Picture people will benefit by the 
promised cuts in taxes. Rep. Harold 
Knutson (R., Minn.), who will be 


chairman of the 


‘Committee, which originates all tax 


legislation, 


| 


| missions 





the Music | 


is on record for reduc- 
He wants to reduce wartime 

to their pre-war levels, 
wouid restore the 20% ad- 
tax to its former 10% and 
nitery tab bite to its orig- 
inal 5%. These reductions would 
be helpful to business, which has 
been falling off at the theatres and 
night spots. 

Senate and House 


tions. 
excises 
which 


the 20% 


Republicans 


time | 


effort to cull the best pix accumu- 
lated over the years for showing but 


rushed out whatever pri’.ts were 
handiest. These selections were 
made, it is now claimed, with little 
or no regard to impact on newly 


conquered patrons. Added charge is 
that too many cheaper pix were in- 
cluded lists. 
Toughened Army 
knockdown fight which, if  pro- 
tracted, may slice to the bone the 
number of pix added to the handful 
which have War Dept. okay. Truce 


in 
stand means a 


/was supposedly reached several 
weeks ago when MPEA expected 


Ways and Means | 


within a month to boost by 25 the 
films already distributed in the four 
occupied countries. Army intends 
now to bring its fight out into the 
open with publicising of its newly 
completed analysis a bid for public 
support. 

Film companies, supporting their 
stand, have contended that the War 
Dept. has disregarded many practi- 
cal considerations in tagging pix for 
occupied screens. One prime gripe 
is that Army has hurt normal build- 
up of new stars by failing to show 
pix in which they appear in the 
order that the films were made. 
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INCOMING B’WAY HITS SEEN NEAR 





BO More Selective on Contracts 


Due to Many Newcomer Managers 


So many newcomers have been 
entering show business that the 


United Booking Office is becoming 


selective in entering into contracts | 


for out-of-town bookings, although 


proof of financial responsibility is | 


supplied. Booking outfit takes the 
position against commitments of 
theatres even for tryouts, to prevent 
houses being tied up with attractions 
that have no reasonable indication 
of being worthwhile. 

Bookers seem to feel that general 
managers who advise new producers 
should know the new play 


narily judging of scripts is a hit-or- 
miss problem, even with showmen 
of established position, and it’s gen- 
erally assumed that embryo mana- 
gers have less chance to come forth | 
with a success. So general mana- 
gers are looked to for an opinion. 

On the other hand there are re- 
ports every now and then about al- 
leged booking abuses, but so far as 
known no actual proof has been | 
forthcoming. Recently, when a com- 
pany manager joined the staff of 
newcomer showmen after their at- 
traction had opened, he complained 
to a booker about provisions in the 
booking contract that favored the 
house to an extreme. He was told 
to mind his own business, as he did 
not figure in negotiating the contract. 
In that instance the producers en- 
trusted their enterprise to a_ tyro, 
then realized the mistake, but too 
late. 


South Brushes ‘Maid’ 
Show in New Orleans 


Close; Plans to Resume 


“Maid in the Ozarks,” the hill- 
billy show that surprised Broadway 
by sticking at the Belasco for 11 
weeks last summer, closed in New 
Orleans last Saturday (9). Jules 
Pfeiffer, who owned the atiraction, 
sent the company back to Chicago, 
where it originated, although re- 
placement players engaged in New 
York were returned to that point. 

“Maid” fared badly when going 
into southern territory and it was 
soon discerned that Ann Corio was 
an unfamiliar name to Georgia 
crackers, and the same appears to 
have been true in New Orleans. 

Miss Corio, forme: burlesque 
stripper, was engaged by Pfeiffer 
under a run-of-the-day contract for 
$1,500 weekly against 10% of the 
gross. Actress’ salary. was about 
three-fifths of the former total 
weekly operating nut. Understood 
that “Maid” will resume in eight 
weeks, after which time Miss Corio’s 
contract will become void. 

“Maid” started losing heavily im- 
mediately after going below the Ma- 
son and Dixon line. Takings in At- 
lanta were reported as low as $2,000 
on the week's stay, and there was 
little improvement in New Orleans, 
if any, and the one-setter’s loss was 
estimated at around $30,000 since 
leaving N. Y. “Maid” ran over a year 
in Chicago and netted around $90,000, 
mostly through cutrates. In New 
York two-for-one tickets failed to 
benefit the show, very few turning 
up at the boxoffice “Maid” was 


Supposed to play auditoriums in| 


Texas but such bookings were re- 
farded as out of order after the 
showing in other southern stands. 
Pfeiffer is supposed to take “The 
Front Page” «cn the road. That re- 


vival closed on Broadwa: last Sat- | 
urday (9) and is tentatively booked | 


out of town after New Year's. In 


its final week the show got around 
$8,000. 


HARRIS’ CLEVE. TRYOUT 

Cleveland, Nov. 12 
Jed Harris, who has option on new 
war comedy, “Command,” is hav- 
ing it tried out by Frederic McCon- 
nell’s repertery Cleveland Play 

House here Nov. 27. 

_ Harris flew in last week for brief 
Mspection of rehearsals and visit 


with William Wister Haines. author 
of new play. 


possibili- | 
ties before secking bookings. Ordi- | 


a 





Anne Jeffreys to Sing 
In Cleffed-Up ‘Street’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 


—=——— > 


| Anne Jeffreys, recently upped to | 


UDAN, BLAKE. 











By JACK PULASKI 


The new Broadway season has 


been described as uncertain and | 
fumbling because of the slow reg-| 
istry of standouts, though some of | 


|stardom at RKO, was granted leave | by first nighters and critics, at least 


lof absence to make her Broadway 
|bow as one of the leads in Dwight | 
| Deere Wiman’s forthcoming musi- 


|cal version of the Elmer Rice play, | 


“Street Scene.” Kurt Weill did the 
score, Langston Hughes the lyrics. 

| Actress recently appeared in “La 
Tosca” at the Brooklyn Academy of 
Music. 


‘Economic Boycott 


In D.C. Race Bias 


Washington, Nov. 12. 


and auditoriums is flaring into big- 
time protest here, and there is some 
indication that it will be a lot hot- 
ter before it cools off. 

Latest manifestation has broken 
out with a “continuing economic 
boycott” of the National theatre, the 
town’s sole fulltime legit house. The 
Committee for Racial Democracy 


the National by having whites pur- 
chase blocks of seats for the current 
attraction, Walter Huston in “Apple 
of His Eye,” 


to use the tickets together. Theatre 
has been refusing admission and 
money has been refunded on the 
ducats. Committee argues’ that 
through this method it can make it 


National to pursue its policy of 
segregation. 


written to Marcus Heiman, in New 
York, lessee of the National, asking 
him to lift the color bars. Ed Plohn, 
house manager, merely declared the 
theatre was following the prevailing | 
custom of the town. 

Current protest against Jim Crow 
amusements first broke loose two 
weeks ago at the opening of Max- 
well Anderson's new legiter, “Joan 
of Lorraine,” at the Lisner audi- 
torium of George Washington Uni- 
versity. House has been picketed 
off and on ever since over the re- 
fusal of the auditorium to sell 
tickets to Negroes, or to admit those 
who present them at the door. There 
is some feeling here that the pro- 








tainment spots to the downtown film 
showcases, which also maintain the 
segregation policy. 
Heiman's Reply 
Marcus Heiman, prez of East 
Street Theatre Corp., 


firmed receipt of telegram in New 
York from Committee for Racial 
Democracy denouncing the ban on 
Negroes at the D. C. theatre, but 


it. “We didn't create this situation,” 
Heiman said, “and we alone cannot 
remedy it. It should be changed by 
legislation or education.” 





‘SCENE-PAINTERS SETTLE 
WITH CONTRACTORS 


| A settlement between the scene- 
painters union and the Theatrical 
|Contractors Assn. was effected last 
Thursday and work on more than 
ltwo dozen new productions was re- 
' sumed There was actually little 
‘loss of time in the scenic plants be- 
cause of -recent holidays Painters 
‘were granted two-thirds of the 
| boost demanded. while the contrac- 
tor employers won a concession In 
designating the artists desired on 
various jobs. 

Painters asked for $4 per hour 
for a seven-hour day but agreed to 





per hour. 


The race issue in D. C. theatres | 


cut loose with the “boycott” against | 


and then having mixed | 
groups—colored and white- attempt | 


economically too expensive for the | 


as indicated by sturdy grosses. Fig- 
ured by some observers that goodly 
| figures are bolstered by theatre par- 


| drop, but that remains to be seen. | 


| 4 . 
How many musicals, of which many 


have been planned, will eventuate | 
| is not clear, but two are in prepara- | 
|tion and another will soon start re- PEs 
hearsals. 


Heavy production costs | 
are doubtless the reason for —" 


9 the musical possibilities. 


In the offing are straight plays | 
which are highly rated out of town. 
| also by Broadway scouts. Incoming | 
| crop is heavy in dramatics, such as 

“Joan of Lorraine,’ “Christopher 
Blake” and “Another Part of The 
Forest,” the well-regarded shows 
|also including “Years Ago” and “The 
Fatal Weakness,” with other likely 
successes arriving before the Christ- 
mas holidays. 

Next musical due is “If the Shoe 
Fits,” definitely set for the Century 
early next month. Two other tuners, 
“Toplitzky of Notre Dame,” now out 
of town, and “Twilight Alley” (“Beg- 
gar’s Opera’) are possibilities about 
that time, too. In rehearsal are 
| “Street Scene” and “Finian’s Rain- 
| bow,” with “In Gay New Orleans,” 
|for which costumes alone will cost 
| $100,000, due to start soon. 





Lateness of fresh musicals is a 
break for the holdover song and 
dance shows but there is a limit to 
the extent of their metropolitan 
draw. “Park Avenue” has the top 
chance among the season’s musicals 
so far, its predecessors having been 
“Yours Is My Heart,” a fast flop, and 


“Gypsy Lady,” due off soon. Both 


In addition, the committee has | 


were in the guise of revivals. 


“Sweet Bye and Bye,” which 


| closed abruptly in Philadelphia, is 


tests may spread from live enter- | 


lessee of the | 
National theatre in Washington, con- | 


said he couldn't do anything about | 


take $3.75. The old scale was $33 | 


the season’s first musical tryout cas- 
| ualty, representing an investment of 
| around $250,000. It’s claimed that 
the show will be tried again. Show 
abruptly folded Tuesday (5) of last 
week, management exercising its 
right to elose without notice within 
the first four weeks. Explained that 
if “Bye” had played the following 
day and then shut down on Satur- 
day (9) it would have meant an- 
other week’s salary liability in lieu 
of notice. Show was operating in 
the red and the backers evidently 
decided to evade further losses, it 
| being indicated that failure to se- 
|}cure a Broadway booking was not 
the main reason for the withdrawal. 





Experimental Theatre 


To Pay Performers 
(Under Equity Scale) 


The Experimental Theatre devised | 
'several years ago by agreement be- | 


tween Equity and the Dramatists 
| Guild has been revised. 


sation whereas, when first tried, 
such appearances were gratis. Pay 
is expected to be less’ than the 
Equity minimum of $60 weekly, as 


ET shows will be given in the! 


former Princess of 39th street, a 
little theatre once called 
Players, however, would be given 
a share of picture rights and also a 


percentage of the profits if regularly | 


produced, although scripts not re- 
garded as commercial are planned 
for presentation 

When the experimental idea was 
tried. it was mostly based on theory, 
but the late Antoinette Perry was the 
key behind everal plays being 
shown on. off-matinee afternoons 
Miss Perry also financed the show- 
ings from her own funds. New try 


of ET will be financed by contribu- | 


tions from the Theatre Guild, Play- 
wrights Co., American Repertory 
Theatre, Inc.. Equity and the Ame: 
ican Mational Theatre and Academy, 
plus tne theatrical crafts. 


the new shows are better than rated | 


ties, after which attendance will | 


Actors will now receive compen- | 


Labor | 
Stage and also used by the USO. | 





‘Jceman Cometh’ Hath Greater Chance 





‘The Q’ Neill Speaketh 


Report that re-scheduled start- 
ing time for Eugene O'Neill's 
The Iceman Cometh” was made 
feasible through script deletions 
was declared fictitious by the 
Theatre Guild. At a Guild hud- 
die, before the new 7:30 vice 
| 5:30 starting time was an- 

nounced, the author was present. 

There was some mention of cut- 
|} ting, whereupon the author re- 
iorted: 





“Quiet, please. One more crack 
about that and Ill add 1060 
minutes”, 


“Flag Biz Slips 





Business for “A Flag Is Born” 
slipped at the Music Box, N. Y., last 
week, going under the level re- 
quired for an even operational 
break, but the propaganda play is | 
announced to move to the Broad- 


four-week date there next Tuesday 
(19). By that time a change in the 
managerial setup is likely. with 
J. J. Leventhal slated to withdraw. 
He guaranteed the saluries and a 
bond or cash will be required by 
Equity upon Leventhal's exit. 

Gross dropped to around $15,000, 
“Flag” needing $18,000 to come out 
even. Originally the players were 
on minimum pay but when the en- 
gagement was extended regular 
salaries were in order. In addition 
to the boxoffice, collections after 
each performance have figured, and 
during a four-week period around 
$100,000 was raised in that manner 
The money has gone abroad as a 
donation from the American League 
for a Free Palestine, which spon- 
sors Ben Hecht’s drama 
nancing is being planned. 

Partly as a result of differences 
of opinion over promotional activi- 
ties, changes in the management 
have been made. Edward Relkin 
“Flag’s” company manager, is leav- 








| 





jacted as general manager without 


showman, will take over both posts. | 
The Broadway will be the fourth 
theatre to house “Flag”, which 


Adelphi and then the Music Box. 


‘NAUGHTY NAUGHT’ NOW 


“Naughty Naught ‘00,’ the beer- 
hall meller revived by 
and Oliver D. Rea. and spotted in a 
former east side Manhattan grind 
picture house renamed the Old 
‘Knockerbocker Music Hall, came to 





a halt Saturday (9) night. Plans call 
for reframing the show, which in- 
cluded some vaude, and resuming. 
|Meantime, the saloon adjunct is open 
business. 


An error was made in classify- 
ling it as a legit show, which called 
ifor theatrical union conditions un- 
|der which operating costs not native 
ito that type of attraction were en- 
tailed. Some of the union difficulty 
was overcome when the boxoffice 
was eliminated, “Naughty” depend- 
ing on the profit from drinks 
during performances, but when Kil- 
lliam proposed putting on midnight 
ishows he was advised that Equity’s 
rules stipulated additional pay to 
the actors. Why Equity insisted on 
classing “Naughty” as legit original- 
ly and after the admission fees were 
discarded was not explaines If ane 
when resuming 


“Naughty” will be 
rated as cabaret 

| . 

Negro Guild's Dec. 2 Bow 

| Recently organized New York 
Players Guild will unveil an all- 
Negro play, “The Crow’s Nest,” by 
Greer Johnson, at the Negro YWCA 
‘N.Y. starting Dec. 2. 


But Stay Slated 


way anyway. Its due to open aj| 


Fresh fi- | 


ing, as is Milton Weintraub. who |! 


pay. Sam Nixon, former Pittsburgh | 


opened at the Alvin, moved to the | 


JUST PLAIN NAUGHT 


aul Killiam 


served | 


FOREST’ LOOK OK To Stayeth As Schedule Changeth 


+ Its expected that revision of the 


performance schedule for “The Ice- 


man Cometh’ will enhance the 


|Staying chances of the Eugene 


O'Neill drama at the Beck, N. Y. 
Starting Sunday (17) the curtain 
will ring up at 7:30, finalling at 
11:20, instead of starting at 5:36, 
which necessitated a dinner inter- 
mission of an hour and 30 minutes. 
Although “Iceman” continues at 
capacity, the light demand in the 
agencies indicated that such patren- 
age could not attend “Iceman” be- 
cause the early start was toe close 
to the daily end of business hours 


What led the Theatre Guild to 
change the performance start, te a 
greater degree, was the abuse to 
audiences from proprietors of near- 
by dining establishments. Net enly 
have audiences been forced to eat 
faster than is customary but seme 
cafe people are charged with giving 
“Iceman” patrons a fast one. Lat- 
ter have been served in rooms sepa- 
| Fate from the usual dining rooms 

and handed menus with prices 
‘doubled, cost ef drinks also being 
boosted. The dinner intermissien 
diners were quickly hailed as “wel- 
come suckers” by the cafe people, 
who have been cleaning up. 

With 1,200 “Iceman” people night- 
| ly invading the cafes in advance of 
| the regular dinner trade, but get- 
ting shoved around, it dawned on 
the show management that resent- 
ment was being provoked for the 
theatre and the Guild. Even those 
connected with the show have be- 
come disgusted with the treatment 
j}to the audiences and themselves. 
Stated that at Sardi’s, where “Ice- 
man” patrons are shunted to the 
second floor, it has meant an extra 
$500 nightly to the average day’s 
receipts. 

“Iceman” runs slightly less than 
four hours, including regular inter- 
missions. Believed that audiences 
will more favorably react to the 
new arrangement even though the 
show will start more than an hour 
‘before the average straight play. 
Length of performance is compar- 
able to that of the Broadway pic- 
{ture theatres, which have programs 
running up to three and one half 
hours, however, without  inter- 
| missions. 

Guild states that nothing has been 
| deleted from the script. When the 
| change in the starting time was an- 
nounced there were quite a num- 
ber of inquiries at the Beck, ticket 
holders for performances to come 
saying that if the script was cut, 
they wanted their money _ back. 
Those patrons were assured that the 
drama is the same as that presented 
on the opening night. Understood 
that the 7:30 start will call for re- 
vising backstage wages downward. 
Deckhands are said to be paid 
,double the seale on the present late 
afternoon start. 

Ticket sale extends into March. 

Guild’s idea of starting premieres 
earlier than usual, so that critics 
coud have more time to write their 
notices, will be adhered to, “The 
Fatal Weakness” ringing up at the 
Royale at 8 p. m. on the first night 
and 8:35 thereafter. Two other man- 
agements follow suit, Playwrights 
Co.'s “Joan of Lorraine” (Ingrid 
Bergm:n) and Kermit Bloomgar- 
deh’s “Another Part of the Forest” 
announcing an eight o'clock start 
at the Alvin and Fulton, respectively. 
All three incomers arrive next week. 


Lesser’s French Play 


“If I Wanted To,” French play by 
Paul Geraldy and Robert Spitzer 
first done in Paris in 1924, has been 
bought for U. S._ preductien by 
Arthur Lesser, who also did the 
translation. Play was a big hit when 
revived recenily in Paris with 
Pierre Fresnay, and is a current hit 
touring Belgium with Fernand 
Gravet ; 

Quirk is that Lesser, when buying 
play, was not informed that it has 
been done once before in U. S., in 
1924 with Grace George. Pix rights 
ore still open, however, and Lesser 
is poing ahead with legit plans de- 
cpite the previous production. 


' 














50 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 13, 1946 





ATAM, Managers Reach Agreement; 


Union Has Edge in Compromise . 


Assn. of Theatrical Agents and % 
Managers has finally made peace 


with the producers, represented by | 


the League of New York Theatres 
Both factions may be said to hav 

won The showmen will have an 
opportunity to nominate new com- 
pany and house managers, but the 


-dge is disti 


tly in favor of ATAM 


Latter’s members get material 


pay 
increases retroactive to Labor Day 
and thev've succeeded in revising 
the basic agreement in its favor 


Settlement of the dispute is anothe1 
win for Anna Rosenberg, 
mediator, originally got the 


to agree 


who, as 


factions 


The press agent stipulation, which 
was the cause of an eruption after 
both sides supposedly were. satis- 
fie remains virtually as before 
Two a ill be the payroll 
I two \y | it ft end ol engage 
nents of n than a yea 1 
Broadway, but if the original pub- 
licist elects to go on tour with the 
attraction, two agents will be pay- 
rolled for one week. Union decided 


| 
‘ 
{ 


general 
vote in favor 


to accept the contract at a 
meeting Friday 
being overwhelming, 

Some producers have been paying 
the new 
ber of 


(8), 


scales, while quite a num- 
and have 
> more than the old min- 
For on the former 
pay the increase means $20 
more weekly for company and house 
managers, while road agents will get 
a $45 tilt. For the 10 weeks piled 
up in retroactive coin due, the total 
per person ranges from $200 to $450, 
probably payable in bulk Total 
amount of increases is _ figured 
around $20,000 

Agreed that if new differences are 
to crop up, they are to be settled 
by arbitration, but if any point in 
the newly revised pact comes to dis- 
pute, Mrs. Rosenberg is to settle the 
issues Producers may nom*mate 
“new blood” for house or company | 


agents managers 
been gettin 
imums. those 


basis 


managerships, but no showman can | 


name more than two per year, and 


the limit for the League is five per | 


season. At least eight members of 
the League must personally recom- 
mend the candidates, but the final 
ruling on eligibility is to be de- 
cided by ATAM. Company and 
house managers will not be per- 
mitted to do office work except that 
in connection with the shows or 
house to which they are attached. 
Pact extends until the fall of 1949. 


Doherty Sets Up 
Canadian Legiter 


Montreal, Nov. 12. 

Setting up of an indie company to 
be incorporated as the Canadian 

heatre Enterprises to sponsor in 
Canada the best forms of theatre 
regardless of where it originates has 
been announced by Brian Doherty, 
top-flight Toronto playwright. Do- 
herty is known in the U. S. for his 
“Father Malachy’s Miracle” of 1937. 
He'll act as general manager. 

Company’s first venture will be to 





bring in John Gielgud, British actor | 


in Oscar Wilde’s “Importance of 
Being Earnest.” * Production will 
teeoff North American tour by run 
in three Canadian cities in January. 
After that “Earnest” may move on 
to Broadway for a limited run. 
Doherty stated that the Gielgud visit 
will be followed by the appearances 
of other British legit stars. 


Included in the “Earnest” com- 
pany will be Pamela Brown, Maf- 
garet Rutherford, Robert Fleming, 


Jane Baxter ana Jean Cadell. Giel- 
gud is leaving the “Crime and Pun- 


ishment” revival to make the trip. | 


Miss Brown will exit the Old Vic 
where she has been appearing in 


the Laurence Olivier production of | 


“King Lear.” Miss Baxter currently 
is appearing in Terence Rattigan’s 
“While the Sun Shines.” 





Forms Rio Ballet Co. 


A new 


will be formed in 


ballet theatre, combining | 
North and South American dancers, | 
Rio de Janeiro | 


this season by Igor Schwezoff, | 
choreographer for the N. Y. City 
Center Opera Co. 

Organization will be sponsored | 


jointly by the Students 
League of Rio and the Ministry of 
Education of Brazil. 


Athletic | 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“Street Scene”—Dwight Deere Wi 
man and Playwrights Co 
“Set "Em Up Tony”—Comedy Pro- 


1uctions 
“Land’s End”—Paul Feigay 
“Drums of Peace”’—Bernard §S 
Roland V. Haa 
Alley” Begegat 


Straus ana 


“Twilight 


Opera” )—P Watkins and Johr 
R. Sheppard 
“The Temporary Mrs. Smith” 


Vinton dley 

“Fnian’s Rainbow"™—Lee 
ind Walter R. Katzell 

“Eagles Rampant” ( 
Death,” “Eagle Has Two 
John C. Wilson 

“The Big Two”"—Elliott Nugent and 
Robert Montgomery 

“No Exit” 

un Levit 


PREP ‘GYPSY LADY’ 
JAUNT FOR ENGLAND 


About one-third of the 
Lady” will go to 


Free 


Sabinson 


Angel of 
Heads” ) 


OLN Smith and Her 


“Gypsy 
London 
the 
week, 

Four 


singers 


company 
when the musical 
Century, N. Y., after 
according to present 
principals and 16 
are listed to sail 


winds up at 
another 
plans 
ensemble 
Most of the others 
will return to the Coast, where 
“Lady” was first called “The For- 
tune Teller.” Show is a combina- 
tion of Victor Herbert operettas. 
Edwin Lester jumped the entire 
company to N. Y. directly from the 
Coast, which, plus the trip overseas, 
indicates how much coin must be 
earned before the costly investment 
is recaptured. Return transporta- 
tion from N. Y. was supplied in ad- 


vance by Lester, tickets not being | 
redeemable in cash unless he as- 
sents Understood that under the 


deal between Lester and Jack Hyl- 
ton, who will present “Lady” in 
England, cost of the overseas jaunt 
will be assumed by the English 
showman. | 


Soup ’n’ Fish Asked By 
El Patio for ‘Macbeth’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 12. 





Plays on Broadway 





Henry Vili 


1erican Repertory Theatre production of 
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New repertory group selected 
“Henry VIII” as its initial presenta 
tion in the first cycle of three re- 
vivals; it’s easily the heaviest and 
most costly of the series On its own 
“Henry” would not get by, as was 
probably known when plans for It 
were made American Repertory 


Theatre must depend on the overall 
draw of its plays, and on this basis, 
and because of its names, it 
should do well enough 


4ay 
Stal 


Shakespeare's ,ponderous drama 
set thin the castle of the English 
17th century king, is handsomely 
mounted = scenically with a fine 
period costume display, but it’s not | 


easy to take. 
combination 


“Henry” 
pectacle 


remains a 
and drama, 


although tragic passages end with a 
ray of hope when Ann Bullen, the 
new queen, bears Elizabeth. 

The regent's fight against the sa- 
tanic Cardinal Wolsey and his dis- 
carding of Katharine of Aragon as 
|queen for the alluring Ann with 


Katherine’s pleading of her case is 
the show’s highlight. Eva Le Gal- 
lienne. as Katherine, in the stirring 
plea, takes the evening’s honors. She 
is appealing, too, in the death scene. 
Walter Hampden, as the master of 
intrigue, is the cardinal, having the 
longest speech of the performance, 
after Henry shears him of all powers. 
His commentary upon the realiza- 
tion that he’s a hasbeen must cer- 
tainly appeal to Shakespearean stu- 
dents, many of whom applauded 
with ear-splitting palms on the first 
night. 
Victor Jory is the bullheaded king, 
and he does a real job of acting, 





Players Productions, functioning 
at El Patio theatre, will present 
“Macbeth,” opening Nov. 28, with all 
and sundry customers requested to 
appear in formal attire, if they are 
in possession of same. Idea is to 
get the wealthy burghers and civic 
leaders behind the legit venture, in 
the manner of the Theatre Guild. 
Hollywood is teeming with thesps 
who have plenty of time and incli- 
nation for stage work between pic- 
tures. 

“Macbeth” follows the current run 
of “On Borrowed Time,” and will 
|be succeeded by “My Late Husband,” 
| Starting Jan. 7. All plays will be 
|limited to six weeks. 





| Mollison Flies Back To 
| England Ahead of Hylton 


William Mollison, of Jack Hylton’s 
London production staff, took lat- 
ter’s seat on the plane for London, 
Monday (11), to take over in ad- 
vance libretto and scenic plans on 
“Gypsy Lady,” which Hylton will 
transpose from its current N. Y. 
engagement. 

Hylton flies back tomorrow 
(Thurs.), following Mrs. Frieda 
Hylton’s departure tonight (Wed.) 
on the Queen Elizabeth. 


‘Mister’s’ Road Preem 


National company of “Call Me 
Mister,” which preems tonight | 
(Wednesday), will play the same 


two initial dates as did the original 
company last March. Preem will be 
in New Haven, from which the unit 
moves to Philiy. Sellout biz is in- 
dicated in both spots by the size of 
the advance sale. 

After Philly, original company 
went to Baltimore and then New 
York. Second company goes from 
Philly to Boston for a run. 


New Patrick Play Set 


“This Gentle Ghost,” new play by 
John Patrick, who authored “The 


| Hasty Heart,” goes into rehearsal on | 
| the Coast 


Dec. 2, with production 
planned there, before bringing show 
east to Broadway. 

Dorothy Gish will head cast, most 
of which will be picked on the Coast. 


also being assigned the curtain 
speech, which is part of the play. 
How much of “Henry” is Shake- 
speare and what is interpolated isn’t 
clear, although Margaret Webster, 
who maintains her high-rating as a 
stager, with “Henry,” states there 
was dual authorship, which per- 
mitted cuts and rearrangements from 
the original, last performed in New 
York in 1916 by Beerbohm Tree. 
Miss Webster, Ernest Truex and 
Philip Bourneuf have comparatively 
small parts, but June Duprez, from 
London and Hollywood, is the beau- 
tiful Ann, and Richard Waring does 
plenty with the Duke of Bucking- 


he gets his noggin chopped off. The 


latter five, along with Hampden, 
Jory and Miss Le Gallienne, are 
starred. Not all appear in “What 


Every Woman Knows.” which, along 
with “Henry” and “John Gabriel 
Borkman,” completed the first series 
of three plays in the group's first 
productions. 

Bourneuf does well as the chron- 
icler, having Eugene Stuckmann as 
an aide now and then. No fewer 
than 17 other players are accorded 
feature billing in the program and, 
among them, Efrem Zimbalist, Jr., 
gives a spirited performance. 

David Ffolkes designed both 
scenery and costumes brilliantly. 
| there is incidental music by Lehman 
| Engel with dances of a sort from 
| Felicia Sorel. 





ham, who opposes Wolsey, for which | in one night at Richmond, but hardly $2,000 in Norfolk, where only 800 
| comprised the audience. 











| Next month George Bernard 
| Shaw’s “Androcles and the Lion” | 
| will be presented by ART. after 


which “School for Scandal” also will 
be done, then a new play, “Harvest 
of Years.” which will complete the 
| schedule of six plays for the season. 
Ibee. 


What Every Woman 
Knows 


American Repertory 
of comedy in two acts 
M Barrie Stars Ernest Truex, Philip 
tourneuf, June Duprez, Richard Waring, 
Eva le Gallienne. Walter Hampden. 
Staged by Margaret Webster: settings, 
Paul Morrison; costumes designed by David 
Ffolkes \t International, N. Y., 





Theatre production 
(five scenes) by J 


opening 


| Nov. &, °'46; $4.80 top ($7.20 opening night) 
Alick Wryiie........6. Ernest Truex 
James, Wylie, son... Arthur Keegan 

| David Wylie, son... Philip Bourneuf | 

| Maggie Wylie, daughter June Duprez | 

| John Shand. beeecesenee Richard Waring 

| Comtesse de la Briere....Eva Le Gallienne 

| Lady Sybil Tenterden Mary Alice Moore 
A Maid........+e066.+-.-Cavada Humphrey | 
Charles VewWnbles....... Walter Hampden 
re | Ayre -e+es-.- Efrem Zimbalist, Jr 


} ——— 
| For the second production in its 
leycle of six plays, the American 


Repertory Theatre is presenting J.' father and two brothers that they 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


Robert Garland, N. Y. Journal American dramatic critic, took exception 
to the heading in an extra space ad inserted in some dailies last week Biv- 
ing excerpts of “Happy Birthday” notices. Brooks Atkinson, critic of the 
N. Y. Times, is quoted saying that the new Helen Hayes hit at the Broad- 
hurst is “enchantingly triumphant.” Atkinson actually wrote: “This is 
Miss Hayes’ show and triumphantly so.” Later on in the notice the Times 
man said; “The enchanting qualities that conquered audiences in the days 
of ‘Babs’ and ‘Caesar and Cleopatra’ are the same that she displays in the 
new play.” 

Atkinson wa 


were 


; enthus 
favorable, 
idverse 


astic 


ovel 


were not, 


“Birthday,” and while most of the 

including Garland’s, he 
The Journal man objects to press agents taking 1 
apart and fabricating sentences never written by critics 


he aded * L ke 


notices 
| 
severa Piving the show 


review 


an a2 
LO 
His column w 


Paderewski playing chopsticks.” 


In a suple of notices Lorraine Miller was not correctly identified 
plaving the two-timer enga ‘ed girl. Jac jucline Pave was mentioned having 
the part. It is Miss Miller’s first appearance on Broadway 

After the New York premiere of the American Repertorv 


Theatre's 
; from the 
Le Gallienne, recalted the Civic Repertory, which she headed on 14th 
street years ago, that outfit having spanned a number of 
the reason she was anxious to participate in ART. 


“Henry VIIL’ last week, there were speeches by some of the leads 


stage 


seasons ind was 


Victor Jory’s speech is part of the play, and the printed ve mm of the 
drama instructs that it be uttered after the company takes its bows. Mar- 
garet Webster, in handing out credits, included the stagehands and, as a 
reward for their aid, presented each of the three heads of departments one 
hare of ART stock, valued at $500 Beneficiaries were Johnny Norel 
carpenter; Bovd Moorehead, props, and Bob Collir electric 

Six plays make up ART’s production schedule this season. and all the 
productions, which are on the elaborate side, will be hung within the 
International (formerly the Cosmopolitan) at Columbus Circle, spacious 
stage being the main reason why the house was secured by the rep outfit. 
Program lists all those who bought stock in the venture, a total of more 
than 240 investors 

With “Life With Father” entering its eighth year as of last week. and 


Oscar Serlin announcing that the run leader would be presented in Eng- 
land next March by Firth Shephard, a cleverly devised, illuminated chron- 
Ology of the play was gotten out by its publicist, Harry Forwood. Sketches 


with accompanying names show that 11 different combinations of Father 
and his mate, Vinnie, have played the New York leads originated by 
Howard Lindsay and Dorothy Stickney. 

There also have been five Fathers and 10 Vinnies in nine successive 
touring companies. Changes in the other parts are enumerated as, for 
instance, among the redheaded kids, there have been eight Clarences in 


N. Y., 11 Whitneys, eight Johns and nine Harlans. Present leads in the 
Broadway cast at the Bijou are Donald Randolph and Mary Loane. 


“No Room At the Inn,” Jack Hylton’s production of the Joan Temple 
comedy, now in its 13th month at London's Winter Garden, continues a 
phenomenon, the straight comedy in a musical house netting the producer 
about $8,000 a week. One of a few present London hits, show has only 10 
in the cast, with Frieda Jackson, formerly with Old Vic, as the star. 

Play is now the hottest-bid property in both N. Y. and Hollywood, with 
Lee Shubert and John Golden, among others, interested for Broadway, 
and Leah Salisbury angling for it for the Coast. Miss Jackson is wanted 
for the prospective U. S. production, but she won't leave the London cast. 

A young runner for a ticket agency tried to wangle tickets for a new 
Broadway hit by sending in money orders. As eight orders were consec- 
utively numbered the boxoffice reported the incident and the youth was 
summoned to N. Y. license commissioner Ben Fielding’s office. There he 
“explained” that the tickets were wanted for friends. Youth earns $25 
per week, whereas the value of tickets he thought he'd get would be $56.80 
at the b.o. 

Dan Melnick and Nelson L. Gross, presenting “Bal Negre,” colored 
dance revue at the Belasco, N. Y., were required to post cash guarantees 
of around $5,000 for the stagehands’ and musicians’ pay before the show 
was permitted to open by the unions. The guarantees were to have been 
posted by Max J. Jelin, who has the house under rental. Reported that 
refunds on the short-lived, colored “Lysistrata” are being made by Jelin 
and not by the boxoffice. 





Brick building adjoining the Astor hotel, N. Y., is being razed and will 
be the site of extension for the hotel, along with the alleyway extending 
from 44th to 45th streets, as does the old building. Latter was the home of 
the Muchenheim family, who formerly owned and operated the Astor. 
Plans call for adding 400 rooms to the hotel, the extension probably being 
higher than the present building. 


Recently in Richmond the colored cast “Carmen Jones” got nearly $9,000 


Latter town has been deflated since the shut- 
down of war activities. 





M. Barrie's by-now standard “What 


finance his education. He ultimately 
Every Woman Knows.” There's no 


achieves membership in Parliament, 


doubting the universality of its|and keeps his marriage bargain 
theme. Nor its timelessness. With | without loving the girl. He falls in 
a cast that includes Eva Le Gal-| love with another woman, a widow, 
lienne, Walter Hampden, Richard | but she proves lacking in the spark 


Waring, June Duprez, Ernest Truex 


ot of inspiration that his wife gave to 
and Philip Bourneuf, and staged by 


him, and at the end circumstances 


Margaret Webster, “Woman” re-| prove that his success was owed to 
mains an important factor in the; his mate, and that it is really she 
series being presented by this new! whom he loves. 

repertcry group. It is played excel- “Every Woman” takes its place 
lently and directed expertly. There | with 5 tte gar ' Sohn 
can likewise be no doubt of its box- 7 : 


Gabriel Borkman” in the first cycle 


office potentialities. of three plays to be presented by 





“Woman,” which included such/the outfit. A second cycle of three 
stalwarts as Maude Adams and/|plays will be produced later. 
Helen Hayes in earlier productions, Kahn 
|now has the benefit of June Duprez ———_—___—_ 
as Maggie Wylie, the Scottish lassie . 
d . 
who buys a husband so she can : Bal Negre 
escape the ignominy of spinsterhood. | Ne!son UL. Gross and Daniel Melnick pre- 
agai . }sentetion of Katherine Dunham production 
Barrie’s narrative has lost none of | of dance revue in three acts. Stars Miss 
the humor and charm of this Scot- | Punham: choreography and staging by Mise 
tish-backgrounded play. Richard | Purham: costumes, John Prat miucted 
° by Gilberto Valdes At Bela , “ Y.. 


| distinguish a plav whose production 
| is made particularly notable by the 


Waring is the current John Shand, | x,y, 7, '46: $4.80 top 


an unbridled dreamer who would! With’ Katherine Dunham, Lucille Ellis, 
marry a confirmed spinster just so | Lenwood Morris, Lawaune Ingram, Vanove 
he could acquire the material means | Aikens. James Alexander, Ronnie pr bong 
with which to complete his educa- | pe vie eee’ Fatal wena: yom Haw 
tion. Miss Le Gallienne is the Com-|kins. Richariena Jackson, Bartha Witt. 
tesse de la Briere, Hampden is| Gloria Mitchell, Eugene Robinson, Othella 
Charles Venables, Ernest Truex the | *trozier, Syvilla Fort. Sans-Souct Songt 
father of the Wylie clan, and Philip | ;\". pool ae rag cag ed Gordon 
Bourneuf plays the older of the two| simpson, Ricardo Morrison, La Rosa Es- 
Wylie sons. All are capital. They | trada, Candido Vicenty, Julio Mendez 


Katherine Dunham has succeeded 
with “Bal Negre” where she failed 
with “Tropical Revue” and “Carib 
Song.” She has put together a poly- 
glot dance and song revue that }S 
exotic and satisfying. Revue has 
pace and color, some original, un- 
usual choreography, and some exX- 
ceptional dancers (especially its 

(Continued on page 52) 


artful direction of Miss Webster and 
the well-planned settings of Paul 
Morrison. 

For those unfamiliar with the 
Barrie story, it is one that deals 
with a dour Scot who contracts him- 
self to a girl, several years his senior 
on the condition proposed by her 




















Tawa Fw So 











“The Chocolate 


Wednesday, November 13, 


1946 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 51 








Chi Slides But ‘Okla.’ Stays SRO 326, 


‘Girls’ 306, Harvey 2146, ‘Mama’ 186 


Chicago, Nov. 


Everything looks — og 
gers blaming election pause B ‘J SRO 
en ory weather for lack of seat- ergman- oan 
holders. Only show in town not 
seeming to waver remains “Okla- | 296 Huston 256 Wash 
homa!’, still doing capacity. ’ ; ° 
: Opening Friday (15) brings in re . Washington. Nov. 12 
vival of “S weethearts,” with Bobby W th two efire legits runnin; 
Clark, followed by “Born Yestet simultaneo here, success of 
day.” “Han let’ and “Apple of His either was never in doubt. Both 
Eve “Joan of Lorraine,” with Ingrid 
F Estimates for Last Week Bergman, and Theatre Guild’s “Ap- 
“pream Girl,” Selwyn (10th wk le of His Eye the Walter Huston 
(1.000; $4.20) Doing all right wit | were solid b.o., © ith the 
$18,000 sete being a sello it. me 
“Follow the Girls,” Shubert (3rd oan, al Lisner Auditorium, 
wk) (2.100: $4.80). Neat $30,000 rros tage ase in second week here 
“Harvey,” Harris (13th wk) (1,000 ~~ though not a sellout, rang 
$4.20). Downa little to $21,500 up a handsome $25,000 at the Na- 
“] Remember Mama,” Studebaker Ona! Both shows hold through 
(4th wk?) (1,246; $4.20). Picked up to “US we Kk, 
top $18,000 ; ; 
“QOklahoma!”, Erlanger (8th wk) Current Road Shows 


‘yeas $32,000 
Blackstone 
Down to 


(1.334; $4.20) 

“State of the Union,” 
(27th wk) (1,358; $4.20). 
$17,000 


HELLMAN’S ‘FOREST’ 
BIG 166 IN BALTO 


Baltimore, Nov. 12 

Lillian Hellman’s new “Anothe! 
Part of the Forest,” presented by 
Kermit Bloomgarden in a pre-Broad- 
way trial at the Maryland here last 
week attracted critical raves and a 
building b.o. demand to an absolute 
sellout on the weekend, garnering 
rousing $16,000. At Ford’s, “Blossom 
Time,” making an oft-repeated visit. 
also did terrific $19,000. 

Gertrude Lawrence in “Pygmalion” 
js current at Ford’s, with a very big 
advance sale already registered and 


a record figure indicated. Walter 
Huston in “Apple of His Eye” set to 
follow. 
Evans- Hamlet’ W 

vans- Hamlet Wow 


$25,000 in Cleveland 


Cleveland, Nov. 12. 
Top take for Shakespearean pro- 
ductions in Cleveland in last 10 


years Was speared by Maurice Evans’ 
GI “Hamlet” at the Hanna last week 
Star's huge army of _ followers 
boomed it to $25,000 in eight per- 
formances at $3 top. 

Only 180 of the higher-priced seats 


were unsold during the total run 
Gross would have been heftier if 
Milton Krantz, house manager, 


hadn't generously conceded to pleas 
of drama students. For them he ex- 


tended special cut-rates on 1,200 
ducats. 

House also registered an extra 
good advance on the current “If the 


Shoe Fits,” Leonard Sillman’s new 
Broadway-bound tuner. Mae West's 
“Come On Up” is slated for Hanna 
week of Nov. 18, following the Cin- 
derella musical comedy. 


‘Yankee’ Gets Raves 


In N-H., 96 for 4 Shows. 


New Haven, Nov. 12. 
“Magnificent Yankee” drew mag- 
nificent notices and word-of-mouth 


at Shubert last weekend (7-9), and 
topped this off with substantial biz. 
One item presenting complete sell- 
out was fact that shows plays nearby 
Bridgeport and Hartford, these cities 
normally being feeders for New 
Haven house. At $3.60 (tax 
top, gross of approximate $9,000 was 
okay for four shows. 

Current week breaks in road 
troupe of “Call Me Mister” in four- 
day stand (13-16). 


Next week un- 
folds another new musical, “Twilight 
Alley.” due for a last- half (21-23 


Both shows have hefty advance. 

Thanksgiving night lifts initial cur- 
tain on “Big Two” (28-30), and Dec 
3-4 brings in Ballet Theatre for three 
performances. “Voice of the Turtle” 
comes in for Dec. 5-7 _weekend. 


1216, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Nov. 12 
“Tobacco Road” took a brisk $12.- 
re in seven days at the English 
3-§) on its annual return engage- 
bel here. Scale 6€-$2.40. 
dvance is good for “Anna Lu- 
Casta.” here week starting Monday 


2133," “Lute Song,” coming Nov 


‘Road’ 1 


Engagements 

Gene Ray mond; 
Reme mber.” 

Albert Shz arpe, Anita 
Robert Pitkin, Eddie Bruce. Tom 
Mc Elhany; “Finian’s Rainbow.” 

Jack Albe rtson; “Fatal Weakness. 
_Janet Tyler; “A Little for the Bot- 


tle 


Billy 


“Pray You, Love, 


Alvarez. 


Gilbert, Gloria 


Soldier.” 


Hamilton: 


incl.). | 





(Period Cov 
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Mont] (18-23) 
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Shut 


“Another P 
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fay 
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-l6); His 


Eng 


asta” 
vert 


art of 
ette, Det. 


“Apple of His Eve” 


(11-16); 
Ballet 

(11-16): 
“Blacko 


Ford's, 
Thea 
Opera 


uls 


Hollywood (11 


Blackste 
23) 


“Bloomer 
Nat'l, 
“Blossem Time” 


(11-16); 


(11-16); 
Aud., 
Dayton 


(22): Shez 


(11-23). 
“Call 
(11-16): 


me — 


Acad. Music, 
Charleston 
(20-21): 


Girl" - 


Balto 
tre — Shi 


of 1946”- 
-23 ). 
Walnut, 


W ash. 
Cen 


(19); 
Virgini 


Nov. 
Roval 


M 


lish, 


Lafayette, 


the F 


(11- 


Nat'l, 
(18-23). 
ibert, 
House, Bost. 


Philly 


- Erlanger, 
(19- 


23). 
ter, 


Roanoke 
Mem. 
a. Wheeling | 


a's, Zanesville (23). 


Me Mister” 
Shubert, 
“Carmen 


Louis (18-23). 
“Christopher Blake” — Plymouth, 


Boston (11-23) 

“Come On Up”—Nixon, Pitt. (11- 
16): Hanna, Cleve. (18-23). 

“Dear Ruth’—Locust, Philly (12- 
Se). 

“Dream Girl” — Selwyn, Chi 
(11-23), 

“Fatal Weakness’—Colonial, Bost. 
(11-16). 

“Follow the Girls’’—Shubert, Chi. 
(11-23), 

“Hamlet” — Town Hall. Toledo 
(11-16): Davidson, Mil. (18-23). 

“Harvey”’—Harris, Chi. (11-23). 

“I Remember Mama”—Studebaker, 
Chi. (11-23). 

“If the Shoe Fits” — Hanna, Cleve. 
(11-16): Shubert, Bost. (18-23). 

“Life With Father’—Geary, Frisco | 
(18-23), 

“Lute Song”—Davidson, Mil. (11- 
16); Parkway, Mad. (18-19); English, | 
Indpls (21-23). 

“Magnificent Yankee”—Aud., Hart- 
ford (11-12); Aud., Worcester (14); 
Lyric, Bridgeport (15-16); Colonial, | 


Bost. (18- 


“Mary Had a Little”— 


23). 


Jones” 


-H: 
Philly 


inna, 
(18-23), 
— American, St. 


11-23) 


Alex 


ajyesty Ss 


Indpls 
Det 
orest”— 
16). 
Wash 


Philly 


(18-23). 
-El Capitan, 


Norfolk | 
(18); 
Hall, 


“Born Yesterday” — Wilbur, Bost. 


His Majesty's, 


Mont'l (11-16); Opera House, Newark 


(18-23). 

“Oklahoma!” — Erlanger, Chi. (11- 
23). 

“Pygmalion”—Ford’s, Balto (11- 
16): Nixon, Pitt. (18-23). 

“Song of Norway” —- Forrest. 


Philly (11 


“State of the Union” — Curran. | 


Frisco (11-23), 

“State of the Unien’—Blackstone, 
Chi. (11-16). 

“Student Prince” — Opera House, 
Boston (11-16); Royal Alex., Toronto | 
(18-23). 

“Phe Glass Menagerie’—Biltmore. 
L. A. (11-23). 

“Toplitzky ef Notre Dame”— 
bert. Bost. (11-16). 

| “Tobacco Road” 
(11-16): Cox, Cincy. (18-23) 

“Twilight Alley’’ (‘Beggar's 
Opera’)—Shubert, N, Haven (21- 
23). 

“Up in Central Park”—American 


-23). 


(1l1- 


Buff. 


Cleve. | 


Hollywood, Nov. 

Only two houses were lit Teas | 
week, and the general run of busi- 
ness is still down from its summer- 
time high 

“On Borrowed Time” bowed into 
the El Patio and took out a meager 
$5,200 for its first frame. “Blackouts 
of 1946” continued at its standard 
pace of $17,000 for its 229th frame 
at El Capitan. “Glass Menagerie” 
started at the Biltmore last (Mon.) 
night. 


Chris Blake Big 
11G in Hub Bow 


Boston, Nov. 12 
Three more openings this week, 
two getting plenty of attention, the 
other (“Student Prince’) back as a 
perennial with standard biz. “Fatal 
Weakness,”” here under Guild-Amer- 
ican Theatre Society auspices, bowed 
Monday night (4) at the Colonial 
with full house and has been doing 
fine ever since. Got generally good 
thoug! split notices and should 
maintal profitable level throug 
run Christopher Blake,” retitled 
from original “The World of Christo- 
pher Blake,” and originally set to 


bow with a preview Monday (4) and 
was set ahead to Wed. | 
Also 
raves or 
majority 


opening Tues.., 
because 
got 
wet 
raves. 

Other shows showed 
not exactly more. business, 
cating a general rising level 
though ‘“Toplitzky” failed to 
much of a play in second week. 
openings this 
houses are lighted. 
and “Magnificent Yankee” 
Monday (18), and “If the 
Fits” on Tuesday, all 
lively advances. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Born Yesterday,” Wilbur 

$3.60). Still doing high 


of technical difficulties 
divided notices, either 
blankets with the 


Ballet 


rest of month. 
“Christopher 
(1,200: $4.20). 
Wed. (6), 
week to make 
formances. 
action 


Blake,” 
Opened day late 
it $11,000 on five per- 
Show caught mixed re- 
in press but generally favor- 
able and should do biz on 
name draw. Second 

“Fatal Weakness,” 
$3.60). Guild-American Theatre So- 
ciety auspices keep this one on an 
even keel anyway which, plus Ina 
Claire draw, means a great estimated 
$19.000 although show got mixed 
notices. Second week current. 

“Student Prince,” Opera House 
(2,800: $3.60). Perennial visitor here 
always good for a couple of good 


Colonial (1.500: 


weeks of biz in the neighborhood of 


| $28,000, estimated, 
week current. 
“Toplitzky of Notre Dame 
| bert (1,590; $4.40). 
from universal 
resulting in estimated $20,000. 
| “Years Ago,” Copley (1.100; 
| First full 
for nine persormeances, 


okay. Second 


“LUTE SONG’ STRONG 


St. Louis, Nov. 12. 


Legit biz is still booming locally, 
heavily | 
that 
theatre 
With the 1,700-seat | 
house scaled at $3.05, eight perform- 
estimated $19,500. 
Crix went overboard with praisery. 


and “Lute Song” cashed in 
during its one-week = stand 
wound up at the American 
Saturday (10). 


| ances copped an 


Michael Todd's “Up in Central 
Park” teed off a one-week engage- 
|ment at the American last night 


(Monday) assured of 


| current season ($4.88). 
| was almost completely sold 
| week before the run began 
|commodate ducat-seekers 
Paul Beisman opened the | 


gallery. 


~ taruman cor ‘Central Park $35,000 
In Twin Cities Split 


‘ 


Minneapolis, Nov. 12. 
In the 2.100-seat Lyceum scaled at 


$4.20 top. “Up in Central Park” 
pulled just under $20,000 for three 
nights and a matinee. Every eve- 


ning performance was a sellout, with 


many turned away, but Wednesday 
matinee was considerably short of 
capacity. 

Show. which drew fine notices, 
also did boff business in St. Paul, 


copping $15,000 for two nights and a 
Saturday matinee. 


‘Mary’ $17,000, Toronto 


Toronto, Nov. 12 
lukewarm pre “Mary 
nared biggest gross of 
here with sellout busi- 
ness for lest half of week, for a 
smash $17.000 at Roval Alexandra 


Despite 
Had a Little 


the season 


St. Louis (11-16); Hartman, Col. (18- 
23) 

“Voice of the Turtle’—-Orpheum, 
Sioux Citv (+11); Omaha, Omaha 
(12-13): Music Hall, K. C. (14-17);} 
Aud., St. Joseph (18); Aud., Topeka | 
(19): Aud., Hutchinson (21); Arcadia, 
Wichita (22-23). 

“Voice of the Turtle’ — Aud.,| 
Charleston (11); Colonial, Bluefield 
(12): Aud. Danville (13); Aud..} 
Asheville (14); Carolina, Greenville 
(15): Carolina. Spartanburg (16-18), 
Carolina. Charlotte (19); State. 
| Winston-Salem (20); Nat'l, Greens- 
boro (21): Carolina, Durham (22): 
State. Raleigh (23). 

“Years Ago” — Copley Sq., Bost 
i (11-23). 


6 <¢).525 Cai€é al 2. ap, 


healthier if 
indi- 
of biz, 
make 
No} 
week at all, as all 
Theatre 
follow 
Shoe 
three with | 


(1,200; 
average 
business. $16,400 estimated. Remains 


basis of 
week current. | 


.” Shu- 
Never recovered 
thumbs-fowning, 


$19,500 IN ST. LOUIS 


To ac- 
manager | 


‘Blackouts’ 176, Ht wood | 


Army-Notre Dame Score for Bway: 
Birthday Happy $30,500, ‘Park Ave. 
Big 366, Henry Woman 15G, Ist 5 


Tho. igh b 
tion last wee ek’ : attes lance on 
Broadway was somewhat wobbly ¢ 
there was no real comeback t 
weekend, w he the Armyv-Notre 
Dame al { Col n i P i i 
football pan prougnt many inte 
town. General improvement cla 
fo) ee 
fec é + ie I ‘ ys . 

Happy Birthday.” starring Heler 
Hayes, appears established as a 
hit Witt capacity ull time Park 
Avenue was virtual ‘apacity despite 
its questionable reception “Henry 
VIII” and “What Every Woman 
Knows” were presented by the Amer- 
ican Repertory. and both received a 
strong press. “Bal Negre” looks okay 
for business during limited stay 
“Loco,” “Deep Are the Roots” and 
“Duchess of Malfi” exit this week. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Key ; edy). D (‘D 
CD ‘(Comedy-Dra R Re 
M (Musical), O (Opere:ta) 

“A Flag is Born,” Music Box (10th 
week ) (D- O70: $4.80) Slipped to 
$15.000 less than even break, but 
moves to the Broadway to make way 
for “Christopher Blake,” due Nov. 25 

“Anna Luecasta,” Mansfield (116th 
week) (D-1,041; $3.60). Colored cast 


drama somewhat better with gross 
rated over $11.000; slated into winter. 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 


(26th week) (M-1,427; $6.60). With 
little new in a musical way, this is 
leader in big demand, $45,500. 
“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (4lst 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Tops in de- 
mand in straight-play division; this 


laugh play always sells out: $21,000. 

“Bal Negre.” Belasco (lst week) 
(M-1,077; $4.80). Got good press af- | 
ter late week start: booked for four 
weeks and should fare very well: 
got $10,000 in first four perform- 


| ances. 


Plymouth | 
on | 
but was strong balance of | 


| due 
$3.60). | 
week estimated $13,000 
not so good. 


socko biz. The | 
| piece is getting the best price of the 


| 


week ) 


and the house | 
out a 


“Call Me Mister,” 
week) (R-1,142: $6). Making plenty, 
and road show starting this week 
should add to revue’s profits: extra | 
matinee election day sent gross to | 
$36.000: new high. 


National 


“Carousel,” Majestic (82d week) | 
(M-1,667; $6). Picked up after slip- | 
ping, and the quoted gross was 


around $35,500; plenty okay at that 
level 

“Deep Are The Roots,” Fulton 
(M-1,668: $6). Final and 60th week | 
for mixed-cast drama. which out- | 
lasted all others of that type: 


around $9,500: “Another Part of the 
Forest” succeeds next week. 

“Dream Girl,” Coronet 
week) (D-1.037: $4.20) 
season's hits, still making some 
money, with pace again around $16.,- 
000. 

“Gvypsv Lady,” 
(D-1.670: $4.80). 
musical ther 


(38th 


‘entury (8th week) 
Another week, with 
sailing for London: 
around $30.509: “If the Shoe Fits” 
early next month 
“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst (2d 
week) (CD-1.164: $4.80). First full 
week around $30.500. capacity for 
new comedy success: \ 
“Harvev.” 48th St. (106th week) 
(C-925: $4.20). Little change in great 
pace of long-running laugh plav. and 
takings were auoted close to $19.900 
“Icetime.” Center (21st week) (R- 
2.994; $2.40). Will probably make 
more monev than any of the pre- 
ceding skating shows here: rated 
around $40.000. 
“Life With 
week) (C-613: 
eighth year. 
on tour 
smaller 


Father,” Bijou (362d 
$3.60). Has started its 
and two comonanies are 
fone journeving bv bus to 
stands): around $9.000. 

“Loco,” Biltmore ‘(C-920: 
Final and fourth week (less three 
performances): got around $10,000 
but under the stop limit; “No Exit” 
next attraction 

“Made in Heaven,” 
week) (C-940: $4.20). 


$4.20). 


Miller 
Not as 


(3d 
good 


las previous week but okay at around 


excellent on 
“O Mistress Mine.” 
(CD-1.082: $4.89). Commands 
capacity plus standees: one of the 
list’s real cleaner-uppers;: 
$24.000. 


lower floor 
Emopire (33d 


One of last | 


week, sub cript be comp! 
“The Voice of mes Turtle,” Morose¢ 
(136th week) (C-939: $3.60). Dipped. 
nda gross around $11,500. but 1 te- 


pers ome 


eted 


level 


“Three to Make Re ady. " Adely 


houle L¢ thre vf er: 
$24,500 

REVIVALS 
Vill,” “What Every 


“Henry Wom- 


an Knows,” and “John Gabriel 
Tie a International (lst eck) 

1,172: $4.20). First two piayvs ope ned 
last Be and the approximate tak- 
ings in five performances around 
$15.000; “Borkman”™” added Tuesday 
(12) 

“Playboy of the Western World.” 
s00t} (2d A ek ) (CD-712 $4. &( iP 
Should ar vell for ] lea ¢ epave- 
ni¢ 1 Iris} play Da ! noel !f pare 
ties, which should help; $15.500 

“Lady Windermere’s Fan,” Cort 
(4th week) (C-1,064: $4.20). Getting 
close to capacity most performances; 
nearly $21,000, more than expected 


“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Alvin ‘(5th 


week) (CD-1,331; $4.80). Moves to 
Barrymore to make way for “Joan 
|of Lorraine,’ due here next Mon- 
day (18); revival again bettered 
$26,000. 


|more (D-1,064; $4.20). 


| 


| 


(30th | 


| 


| has 
| Dec. 16 for a fortnight. 


|of “Pygmalion” 


big agency call, | the Shubert. 


around 


j 
“Oklahoma!” St James (194th | 
week) (M-1.509: $4.80). Somewhat 
off, with takings to around $27,000. 
“Park Avenue.” Shubert (1st 
week) (M-i.382: $6). Rated around 
$36.000, close to canacitv: theatre 


parties a factor in attendance 
“Present Laughter.” Plymouth (2d 
week) (C-1.062: $4.89). Standees re- 
ported for most performances, with 
gross first full week at $26,000; very 
big. 
“State of the Union.” 


Hudson (52d 


week) (CD-1.057: $4.80) Having 
passed year’s mark, with no drop ir 
attendance: looks like cinch into 
summer: nearly $25.000 

“The Haven,” Playhouse (D-865 
$4.20). Presented bv Violla Rubbe 
and Johnnie Watker: edonted fron 
novel by Dennis Hoey; opens to- 
nieht (13) 

“The leeman Cometh,” Beck (5tI 
week) (D-1.214: £5.40). Sunday per- 
formances start this weekend, and 
curtain will ring up at 7:30 from 
then on, with dinner intermission 
out: canacity at $24,500: bigger next 


“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld (44th week) 
(M-1,623; $6). Picked up last week 
and takings were quotcd better than 
$36,000, and musical should extend 
well into winter. 


“The Duchess of Malfi,” Barry- 
Finc| and fifth 
week minus one night; “Cyrano” 


moves here from Alvin, $14,500. 


“The Red Mill,” 46th Street (54th 
week) (M-1,319; $4.80). Picked up 
again, and takings around $32,500, 


excellent for revived oldtime musi- 
cal, which is drawing new genera- 
tion. 


‘Norway 43146, 
Pyg 28/46, Philly 


Philadelphia, Nov. 

“Song of Norway” grabbed < 
week’s spotlight from legit competi- 
tors. Operetta, playing its two-week 
(first full stanza) at the Forrest, 
galloped to $43,500. Show has a $5.20 
top, and that figure represented vir- 
tual capacity at all performances ex- 
cept Monday and Tuesday. Forrest 
“Bloomer Girl” (return) booked 
Final offi- 
cial decision will be announced later 
this week. 

Only other show last week that 
really did business was the revival 
by Theatre. Inc., at 
This Gertrude Law- 
rence vehicle jumped up sharply to 
better $28,500, which wasn’t by any 
means capacity at the show’s high 
scale, but excellent. 

The Walnut was dark last week 
(its second dark stanza of season), 
and Locust might just as well have 
been. “The Haven,” new English 
thriller, opened Tuesday night at lat- 
ter house, and couldn't get $3,000 in 
seven performances. Nat Karson’s 
musical, “Sweet Bye and Bye,” closed 
after Tuesday night at the indie Er- 
langer, management decided it was 
waste of time to throw good money 
after bad, and figuring it better to 
close show for eight-week period 
prescribed by Equity and then re- 
oper it after further cast chanves 
and doctoring. It’s understood Shu- 
berts have promised management a 
New York house by then—after the 
holidays. 


‘MENAGERIE’ WEAK 96, 
‘STATE’ 21G IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Nov. 12. 

“Glass Menagerie,” starring Paul- 
ine Lord, concluded its fifth and 
final week at the 1.550-seat Geary 
with a weak $9,000. “Life With 
Father.” with Edwin Maxwell] and 
Viola Frayne. opened Sunday night 
(10) at the Geary. 


“State of the Union.” now in its 
seventh week at the 1,776-seat Cur- 
ran, chalked up fairly eee $21,000. 


‘ROSE MARIE’ 186, PITT 


Pittsburgh. Nov. 12 
Nixen got eround $18.000 last 
veek with “Rose Marie,” plenty 
vood for the tattered revival. 

Rose Marie” played only six per- 
formances, “Play, Gypsy, Play” for- 
merly “Countess Maritza, being 
presented at Wednesday afternoon 

nd evening shows. During engage- 
ment here, “Merry Widow also 
went into rehearsal and will be dene 
on future dates in repertory along 


ith current two opereitas 
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If you wrote, produced, 
angeled, acted in, 
criticized, saw, or 

missed any of these 


plays”, you'll have a 


grand time reading what 





writes about them 


in his new book 








Every play and musical show produced pro- 
fessionally or by experimental groups during 
the past season is here recorded and reflected on 
by our most erudite and entertaining critic of 
the theatre and the drama. 


* Antigone Marinka 
Apple of His Eye Marriage Is For Single People 
Are You With It? Mary Of Magdala 


As You Like It 
Assassin 


Mayor Of Zalamea 
Memphis Bound 


Beggars Are Coming To Town Mermaids Singing 

Billion Dollar Baby Mr. Strauss Goes To Boston 
Blue Holiday Nellie Bly 

Born Yesterday Next Half-Hour 

Boy Who Lived Twice, O Mistress Mine 


Brighten The Corner Oedipus Rex 


Call Me Mister Oh, Brother! 

Candida On Strivers Row 

Carib Song Orphée 

Concert-Varieties Playboy Of The Western World 
Day Before Spring Polonaise 

Deep Are The Roots Private Life Of The Master Race 
Desert Song Pygmalion 

Devils Galore Red Mill 

Dream Girl Rich, Full Life 

Dr. Herz! Round Trip 

Duchess Misbehaves Rugged Path 

Dunnigan’s Daughter Ryan Girl 


Evening With 
George Bernard Shaw 


Secret Room 
Seven Mirrors 





First Wife Show Boat 
Flamingo Road Skydrift 

Foxhole In The Parlor Song Of Bernadette 
French Touch Sound Of Hunting 


Girl From Nantucket 
Hamlet 

Henri Christophe 

He Who Gets Slapped 


State Of The Union 
St. Lovis Woman 
Strange Fruit 
Strange Orchestra 


Hollywood Pinafore Tempest 

Home Is The Hunter Thérése 

Home Of The Brave This, Too, Shall Pass 
1 Like It Here Three Gifts 

January Thaw Three To Make Ready 
Jeb Truckline Café 

Joy Forever Walk Hard 


Kit Of Hotel Mum 

Little Brown Jug 

Little Women 

Live Life Again 

Lute Song 

Magnificent Yankee 
Make Yourself At Home 


Wind Is Ninety 
Winter's Tale 
Woman Bites Dog 
Would-Be Gentleman 
Young American 

You Touched Mel 


This is a Borzoi Book for sale at all bookshops at $3.50 
and published in New York by ALFRED A. KNOPF 
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Yiddish Play 


he Daieper 








Song of t 


Mau Schwarts (Viddish Art Theatre) 
niu on of drama in two acts (20 scenes) 
Zalman Shneour, dramatized and staged | 
i» I Lich music, Joseph ume 
et rms, Samuel Leve lizhting and 
’ i Mia schwartz 
\ \ nm A N \ ’ ~ 6 
! \ M rohem ubin 
‘ tha » { ’ stein 
i PUSLAN I { 
M herr 
Yud Du maky 
Ni sh bel ky 
’ Sau Krause 
\ 1 : Bor Au wh 
Ml h Charles Cohan 
N th No M Ss ‘ erg 
\\ ‘ irson 
t 1 Ar 
’ 1 & tha Wh 1 
I sence ! | i‘as 
\ h Van Mau » Schwa 
Ser s W Anna Appel 
| Mar Ola Shilifko 
| Lady of the Manor..... rar Adler 
H ee eos Jenny Cuasher 
A} R Mark Schweid 
| Jude MFisha } ron 
th Prosecu Mor Krohner 
a) n Aito ‘ l kK on 
Sh h ! rh | Rocht zeit 
M ’ Mict keisman 
(‘ha ’ hur Abraham Teitelbaum 
I hu he ¢ hrow Misha Fishor 
} Ss sau hrauw 
1’ , ( Max : t 
= ' t ‘ 
For his first production of the new 
season, Maurice Schwartz re-estab- 


production, 


lishes himself as the outstanding im- 
presario-actor of the Yiddish theatre 
His Yiddish Art Theatre presentation 
of “Song of the Dnieper” is replete 
with the Schwartz flair for unusual 
If, sometimes, his drama 


i goes awry, chalk it up to the usual 
}unwieldiness attendant to transitions 
of novel to play. “Song” is far from 


| Schwartz's best, but it is good enough, 
| frequently enough, to draw the bene- 
| fit parties of which the Yiddish the- 





| score that’s consistent with the mood 
| 





atre is so dependent. 
Here is a story of anti-Semitism, a 


favorite subject always in the Yid- 
dish theatre. Schwartz, as he has 
been before in other of his produc- 


tions, portrays the symbol of the fight 


to free the Jew from totalitarian 
slavery. Here he is a teamster in the 
Ukraine, framed on his wedding 
night for something he didn’t com- 


mit, and sent to prison. Upon his re- 
lease he balks a pogrom on his peo- 
ple by snuffing out the fuse that was 
to ignite the killings, when he kills 
the police chief who had framed him 

“Song” is very frequently inun- 
dated by talk. but interest is always 
generated by the fine performance of 
Schwartz. Menachem Rubin, Ola 
Shlifko and Anna Appel, among oth- 
ers, also give interesting pcrform- 
ances. 

Joseph Rumshinsky has written a 


of the story, and Samuel Leve’s set- 
tings also help emphasize that ™ od. 
Kahn 








Plays on B’way 


Continued from page 50 


Bal Negre 








men), Although booked into the 
Belasco for an interim, four-week 
run, show could very well stay 


much longer, It has b.o. pull. 

A variation of “Tropical Revue,’ 
show retains a couple of numbers 
from the latter, as well as a num- 
ber from last season’s_ short-lived 
“Carib Song.” Most of the numbers, 
however, are_new. What Miss Dun- 
ham, who devised and staged the 
production, has done is to fuse her 
ingredients much better this time. 

The overture is a little long, to 
make the customers edgy, and the 
first act has a sameness about it from 
a couple of similar numbers. 

Otherwise the revue is fast and 
varied, in a bewildering potpourri 
ofe dance styles and song rhythms 
that include voodoo, jungle, Harlem, 
bailet and blues styles. First act has 
a terrific number danced exclusively 
by its gifted male contingent; an 
excellent mood piece in a woman 
meeting three men after a carnival 
(“La Comparsa’’); a good folk num- 
ber in “Haitian Roadside,” and the 


, 





familiar but still fascinating 
“Shango” ritual dance. Second act 
is given over to the previously-seen 
but still sharply potent “L’Ag’Ya” | 
ballet about Martinique magic. 

Last act is a nostalgic throwback | 
to days of ragtime and blues, in a 
vaudeville pattern a little alien to 
the rest of the show. But it’s no} 
more incongruous than the bewil- | 
dering changes in choreographic | 
style which Miss Dunham employs 
in her dance numbers, and equally | 
as effective. 

Miss Dunham dances in several 
numbers, and is attractive physically 
as well as choreographically. Troupe 
has gifted girl and boy dancers, all | 
of them of solo calibre. Contingent | 
of singers, headed by Rosalie King, | 
is also noteworthy. Costumes are 
richly eye-filling, and sets and light- | 
ing are standout. Orchestra, under | 
Gilberto Valdes, also plays some| 
tricky music in intriguing arrange- 
ments. Bron. 





Town Hall, Toledo, has seven 
weeks booked for iegit this season, 
house being controlled by the Shu- 
berts, who will be required to in- 
stall a union manager. 


ed 


Plays Out of Town 


Christopher Blake 
Boston, Nov. 6. 


|are mostly bits and, on 


the whole, 
4are well done. 


Joseph M. Hyman and Bernard Hart pro- |. Although it caught a mixed reace 
luction of drama in two acts (10 scenes) | tion here ranging from walk: 
’ . } . 5 kOuts to 
ry Moss Hart. Features Shepperd Strud- buckets of real tears, there seems 
“ k Martha Sleeper and Richard Tyler | ‘ un . : 
ittle doul ‘ ris a ag 
Staged by the author: seltinas, Harry fers 1" tle doubt th at Christopher Blake, 
ne wlumes, Bianea Stroock, At Plym- | ®Ven In its tryout phase, is the work 
uth, Boston, Nov. 6, “46; $4.20 top |} Of a theatre craftsman who has un. 
Sail La Me su i} like most of his contemporaries con 
So ? a ft t ot ce NS ee ; . a n- 
Marine Dan FF j tinued to grow in stature. If it’s the 
a gpa na a (ia beginning of his “third” period. if 
Anot! Photograpt 1» may well mark a milestone jn hj 
New Ma { aie pA i career even if it neve! loes more 
Anoth ‘N \ " Sha th i : a: - ’ I 
ivitcee KA Cart Juda} $280 break even, film rights and all. 
(ienera I au Ni l vinbia EF lj 
Admira fom M 
Anoth 3 ’ Guy " ‘ : 
ue . ist A Family Affair 
— stoph Bla mrad . l Buffalo. Nov 8 
luke , ) i 
Mrs Blake M im = Slee ; ’ nd Kdward S. Hart produc. 
vl Kurlick i ’ De Sa ee dy in three a } Henry R 
Mr. Caldwetl Watson White re a ibe Al inde Kirkla 
ludge Adamson Robert Harrison ae) : ace Bulfalo, N.Y No G-0 “Gs 
Butts Huch Williamson | MI nn +. ber Ross 
MFiss Holly Pesesy Van Vieet nr . ; Amel bar ‘ 
\ Phyllis) Tyler | lalica oe J el ¢ ‘ 
fohnn Mac wanes 1 Ws ae Sats S56 PSR eS es be i 9 
Ray Phickie Leone | . rhe lia 4 
Headmas I matd Alexander oo ¥/ Wallace. ...scees l te 
PAMIUOL. .. oc cccseeeee M imilian Schultz les oe ' Allan Stever m 
Bh Kawatd be tin | ' AN l e) h 
Ar ‘ Maun Allen Stiuvy 1) ics i M ~ ' i 
i* mat iN nit } rley ; ‘ a Kray i 
Miss Macl < 1 n ' ' \ \\ { 
\I hy , 
ae By all right thi hould } ve heen 
Possibly not a “Lady in the Dark 1 not uncheerful little earful of 4 
for b.o appeal, Moss Hart's “Chris- omedy In its externals it has a 
topher Blake stands, nonetheless, kind of superficial newness nd 
as the climax of the playwright’s | prjohtness which are disarming and 
second, or serious, period and can | tg which Alexander Kirkland’s <u 
hardly fail to achieve a considerable | perjor job of staging, lighting and 
success d’estime no matter what its | sjnole-set decor contributes no small 
commercial fate. It is a mature and | accist) If it never does quite ‘com 
important work in which the author | off blame it on the author's «vn 
treats with the utmost compassion & | thetic contrivance of situations and 


aguite touched upon in 
before: the emotional 
crisis of a chi'l faced with having to 
make the choice of one of his par- 
ents during courtroom divorce pro- 
ceedings. It has strong hit possibili- 


ties. 


theme never 
the theatre 


Play consists of four scenes of the 
child’s fantasy during the proceed- 
ings alternated with as many scenes 
of courtroom reality. Each fantasy 
sequence chosen to demonstrate 
the various stages and aspects of the 
boy’s crisis while the complex psy- 
chological background to his parent’s 
divorce is revealed. At first he fan- 
cies himself being decorated by the 
President for having discovered a 
system for enforcing world 
but when this scene of glory fails to 
reconcile his father and mother he 
kills himself in a burst of melodra- 
matic self-sacrifice. When learns 
in the ensuing scene that his mother 
won't forgive his father’s affair with 


iS 


he 


another woman, a second fantasy 
finds him as a great actor demon- | 
strating to his mother the depths | 
into which he'd sink if she doesn’t 
relent. 


As the case is revealed to be more 
and more complicated, he loses pa- 
tience with both parents and imag- 


| ines himself an enormously wealthy 
| gaucho repudiating them in a poor 


house. At last, called before the 
judge for his decision, hy conceives 
a lurid courtroom sequence in which 
he himself is taunted and repudiated, 
but in which he begins for the first 
time to fight back. All these highly 
colored scenes lead to a subtle shift- 
ing of emphasis within him from the 
childish vision of himself as the cen- 
ter of the world to a more mature 
and less self-centered conception. 
He is thus prepared, following one 
last terrific emotional breakdown, to 
face the fact of actually making a 


decision. The ensuing scene must 
take its place as one of the most 
truly dramatic episodes in recent 


literature. 


But it is a tough theme and, in 
Hart's relentless but exceedingly 
sympathetic treatment of the par- 


ent’s marital difficulties, it proves a 
grueling experience for the playgoer 
since the audience identification 
with the situation fs virtually uni- 
versal. How tough it was at opener, 
when a faulty pace prolonged the 
fact that a child is the chief victim 
of a divorce, was demonstrated by 
the number of people who walked 
out on it because they couldn't take 
it. Not because it was clumsy; it just 
hit them between the eyes. 
Inasmuch as the central role is 
that of a 12-year-old boy the play 
stands on the performance of that 
role, easily one of the most difficult 
and exhausting stage parts in many 
years. Richard Tyler proves an ab- 
solute sensation here as Christopher, 


| turning in one of the most remark- 
| able 


characterizations ever  con- 
ceived by a child. Although he 
ranges from irony to bravado, from 
comedy to starkest pathos, he never 
conveys the slightest touch of pre- 


| cociousness. It is a role that would 


give a veteran grave misgivings, yet 
he traverses it without a flaw. 

An almost equal burden rests on 
Shepperd Strudwick and Martha 
Sleeper as the distracted parents, 
but they too turn in dramatic per- 
formances of a quality seldom seen 
today. The former proves enor- 
mously impressive in a taxing role, 
while the latter, in the difficult po- 
sition of having to convey a role 
subject to thoughtless 
standing, is sensitive in the extreme. 
The trio of leads, in fact, is as no- 
table as the play itself. 


peace, | 


uncertain technique in commingling 


the milieu of comedy and farce con- 
fusingly At that its boxoffice 
chances seem tenuous, 

Most of the higher moments arise 
;} out of the farcical overtones, but the 


| puppet-like motivation of story de- 


stroy ill sense of spontaneity, and 
ithe broad caricatures of the per- 
j}sonae keep them from being alto- 
gether convincing There are tnu- 
merous sly lines. some of them man- 


with labor afore- 
many of the fun- 
with matters ex- 
main theme and 
@ great pertt- 


ifestly conceived 
thought, although 
niest passages deal 
traneous to the 
which do not have 
}neney to the story 
Johr Wallace. playwriting son 
of a middle-aged New York couple 
played by Ann Mason and John Wil- 


ny 


liams, has written a play of the in- 
ltimate-family genre in which he 
| probes the psyche of his parents, his 


jon 


his twin sisters and her duo 
of admirers. The parents, rebelling 
ut first at their portraiture, soon 
come to believe that the play re- 
veals their true inner charactets, 
ind proceed to act accordingly, the 
father teetering on the verge of an 
affair with his stenographer, and 
the wife running off with a psychi- 
atrist friend of the family. Sister 
ind her two swains, all in radio, are 
good for a flock of belly laughs with 
their three-cornered courting con- 
ference over which of the youths 
shall be the lucky suitor. Playwright 
also becomes involved with his in- 
genue sweetheart, she first repuls- 
ing him and then offering herself 
freely, only to find that he has gone 
puritan. After several psychic twists 
and double twists for all of the char- 
acters, everybody’s — transgression 
turn out to be strictly conversational 
and platonic, with all returning to 
their original niches again and no- 
body’s feelings being hurt. 

Play flouts a spate of spicy sexual 
allusions, and the author has pegged 
some bright gags in patches onto the 
skeletal dummy of his story. Ann 
Mason plays the mother attractively, 
and John Williams is effective as the 
rather wooden father. Allan Steven- 
son gives a winning portrayal of the 
sister’s lucky suitor. Margaret Gar- 
land alerts the role of the sister, and 
the rest of the cast is at least equal 
to the author's conception. 

From a productional as well as a 
seasonal point of view, a timely ad- 
monition would appear to be “do not 
oven until after Xmas”—or, better 
still, even a little later. Burton. 


fiancee, 











misunder- | 


The production, also complicated, | 


went very well for an opener but, | 
|like the play itself, needs (and will 


assuredly get) tightening and focus- 
sing. All the other parts in the play 


Greenstreet-Rattigan Deal 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 

Sydney Greenstreet, currently 
playing in the film version of “The 
Woman in White” at Warners. 
cooking up a deal with Terence Rat- 
tigan, British playwright, for a stage 
production of the old Wilkie Collins 
varn on Broadway. 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 West 45th Street, New York 
811 West 7th Street, Los Angeles 


is 





























Want to work for producer or agent 
in any capacity UNTIL THREE P.M. 
Have a general savvy of the the- 
atre and publicity. Twenty per 
week. Box 121, Variety, 154 West 
46th Street, New York. 
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Caniff’s Hot Ghost Cartoon 


Hottest sight-unseen newspaper 
property is the new, as yet untitled 
Milt Caniff cartoon w hich King 


Features will syndicate starting Jan. 
1. Already, Caniff has been signed 


for 200 papers, at a $4,000 weekly 
gross which will guarantee him 
(under his 50-50 arrangement) 
$100,000 a yeal Contract runs foi 
five years. 

Meantime, the Chicago Tribune- 
N. Y. Daily News syndicate will 
continue Caniff’s “Terry and the 


. } no > > 
Pirates, with a ghost doing the Ca 


tooning. Random House has pub- 
lished a book on “Terry.” 
BOM Sock Stock Split 
Book of the Month Club, for the 
first time in its history, going to 
offer shares of its stock to the pub- 
lic. Biggest of the retail book dis- 
tributing organizations, the com- 
pany plans to split its 400 shares of 
stock now outstanding on 


no-pal 


a 2,.000-for-1 base, fixing the 800,000 


shares at a $1.25 par value Book 
value of shares is presently carried 
at $1,000,000. 

Company will also change 100 
shares of unissued stock nto 
800,000, $1.25 par value stock Pro- 
ceeds of the sale which firm will 
receive will be earmarked as work- 


ing capital for expansion of paper, 
raw material and books, a statement 


filed with the Securities Exchange 
Commission in Philadelphia said. 
Last reported net profit for the 
seven months ended July 31, 1946 


was $921,775, with net sales totalling 


$10,405,510. For entire vear of ‘45, 
company reported a net take of 
$778,850 on sales of $13,551,377 
Company expects to sell 100,000 
shares of its unissued, converted 
stock, while certain stockholders 


sell 200,000 shares of their holdings. 
Transaction 


will result in 900,000 
shares of $1.25 outstanding. East- 
man, Dillon & Co.. will handle the 


public sales at a price to be filed by 

amendment. 
Because 

Book 


of its hypoed profits, 
of Month recently decided in 
favor of continuing its “Author 
Meets the Critic’ radio over 
WQXR. Previously, its plans were 
to drop the program. 


show 


Chi Trib’s 20% Raise 
Right on the tail of the Republican 
victory, the Chicago Tribune raised 


the pay of its white collar workers | 
As stated by | 


20°. effective Dec. 2 
Col. McCormick, “The matter has 
been on my mind for some time, but 
in the activities of the political cam- 
paign I was unable to give it suffi- 
cient consideration.” Raise affects 
1589 employees including those of 
radio station WGN. It is applicable 
to the first $7,500 of earnings. 

The news was announced in Chi- 
cago shortly after word spread about 
that 70 or 80 business and editortal 
personnel were purged frem Mar- 
shall Field’s Chi. Sun. 

John O'Hara Goes Random 

Bennett Cerf has snagged John 
O'Hara from Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
for his Random House, which will 
publish a novel and a book of short 
stories by O'Hara in the spring. 

Harcourt, Brace was O'Hara's 
original publisher. Duell, 


Heaven” and a couple more. 
Very Uplift 

Corset and brassiere industry is 

hosting cohimnist Earl Wilson to a 

spiked literary tea” Friday (15) in 





honor of his new book, “Pikes Peek | 


or Bust.” 

_Party’s to be held at Hubert’s Flea 
Circus, on 42d street, N. Y.. 
is being taken over for the occasion 
Most of the characters mentioned in 
Wilson’s book have been invited. 





Field Also Revamps Chi. Sun 
Following on heels of PM’s switch 
to running of paid ads, the other 
Marshall Field daily, the Chicago 
un, came in for sweeping person- 
nel cutbacks in its news and edi- 
torial staffs, and advertising and 
circulation departments. All dis- 
missed employees, numbering 30 
business and editorial staffers. re- 
ceived double severance pay. In a 
statement issued by Field's office, it 
i ee that the Chicago Sun 
an veen operating on a_ shaky 
Nancial base, making necessary 
reduction in expenses. 
m.... caught many dept. heads, 
ed: = them: Warren Brown, sports 
> rank Smothers. foreign chief: 
Fe S. Douglas, feature columnist: 
oe Shelton, political writer 
= the vind editorial writers remain. 
the amusement and music field 
ax cut off Bob Locke, amuse- 


a 


an 


: Sloan | 
published his “Pal Joey,” “Hope for | 


which , 


jment ed and Seymour Raven, music 
i critic. 

Meanwhile, PM stirred up com- 
ment in newspaper circles by first 
)attacking an editorial proposal by 
Marshall Field in the Chicago Sun 
asking for the resignation of Presi- 
t Truman, and then re 
reporter coverage of 
Fou in N.Y 
unwarranted censorship by t 
State Department 
ymplaint w that 


ll that vot its 


den noving it 


the Big 
charg ol 
he U.S. 
Basis of PM's 
it could 
tell information from 
State Department The N.Y 
Joined the fight in behalf of 
the Government officials contending, 


from 


meeting on es 


¢ as ot 
it 
ine 


rimes 


that in the hundreds of years of | 
secret agreements secretly arrived 
at, the current Big Four conference 
was most fully and accurately re- 
ported. 
Philly Record Stalemate 


strike at the Philadelphia Record 
called by the Newspaper Guild went 


into its sixth day yesterday ‘(Tue 

day) with no break in sight Both 
sides are adamant that they won't 
give in and the Guild is getting 


ready to dig in for a long siege 
The paper is being put out by the 
execs, including publisher J. David 
Stern, editor Harry T. Saylor, man- 
aging editor Walter Lister, city edi- 
tor Frederic E. Shapiro, asst. 
Bernard A. Bergman and 
editor William E. Driscoll. 
getting some assistance from 
motion director William E,. Greene 
Execs are virtually living in the 
plant. Paper is made up mainly 
from wire copy and _  pressagent 
handouts with local news rewritten 
‘in the main from 


sports 
They’re 


evening papers 
and court combination § copy. A 


similar setup is at work at the Cam- 
den Courier and Camden Post, dail- 
ies owned by J. David Stern across 


the river in Camden, N. J., also 
| struck by the Guild. 

Stern has offered ralses approxi- 
mating 12%—$5 for lower classifi- 


cations; $10 for those earning $75 a 


week or over. The Guild is hold- 
ing out for $100 minimums after | 
three years for reporters -and 


photographers. 
papers in Philly-Camden unit have 


pledged a day’s pay a week to sup- | 


port the Record - Courier - Post | CHATTER 
| strikes. j a 
‘ Allan Angoff new mgr. ed. of To- 
| N ‘“ 9 . morrow. 
Raita Mystery Contract ; | Bob Myers resumed his old post 
The new contract being submitted .s sports editor for AP in Holly- 
|by the Mystery Writers of America, | wood : 
| according to veepee Lawrence Treat, | T Vien wenn ai | 
cote tor an ae iitehe 26 Aewe at William L. Chenery, publisher of 
| oo oe . vs | Collier's, in Hollywood for three 
| subsidiary rights, and gives the au-| . ceKe - 
| thor a voice with the publisher for Meter P. Kyne, in New Orleans 
| jeint control of reprint rights. Un-! ,. En tay : 
; ey orted writing an opus on Andy 
|der the latter point, the author, if | era . 4 : 
| he did ae consent to the puataner's C. V. R. Thompson and Paul Holt, 
arrangements for reprint, could 


make his own deal—but with the 


publisher’s consent. 


Koestler’s Austrian Rap 
British Ministry of Information 
and publishers of “Guild Books,” pa- 
per covered reprints of U. S. and 


English bestsellers, are heavily at- | 


tacked in recent issue of “Oester- 
reiche Zeitung,” Red Army’s German 
language daily here, for sending 
| Arthur Koestler’s “Arrival and De- 
parture” for sale here. Paper calls 
the book, and British action in send- 
jing it here, “a slap in the face” for 
' Allied cecupation forces. 

Novel, a 1943 publication, deals 
bitterly with subject of Soviet of- 
ficialdom and Moscow purge trials. 


Benet's Posthumous Collection 


| Stephen Vincent Benet’s final post- 
humous collection of stories and 
poems, “The Last Circle,” will be 


published by Farrar, Straus and hits 
the stalls Nov. 15. Author’s widow, 
Rosemary Benet, assisted in selec- 
tion of material and has written an 
explanatory preface. 


British Film Quarterly 
Sight and Sound, highbrow British 


pro- | 


Guildsmen on other | 


' 
|by various people, Griffith series 
being, by Seymour Stern. 

Next issue has a piece on Holly- 
wo0od’s recently absent talent—what 
20-odd leading directors, writers, 
actors and a couple producers did 
whide in service, plus activities and 
plans since they’re back. Yarn is by 


Harold Leonard, mag’s Hollywood 
rep, 
Joey Adams’ 30,000 Advance Sale 
Joey Adams’ book, “From Gag i 
Riches eleased last week. has 
é le of 30,000 in addition to 
norint of 1.800 Mar! y 
ndustrie catering to showbusine 
ich a berdashers and distiller 
ou for 20,000 sales for distribu- 
Lie i arious accounts, Ww Lié some 
town ch as Baltimore and Cir 
cinnati, which couldn’t get distribu- 


tion because of transportation strike 
difficulties, provide a huge backlog 


of orders. That amount of sales is 
a result of only 10 days plugging 
Jukebox Whodunit 

In que for authentic background 
for his forthcoming murder mystery 
ovel backgrounded in a_phono- 

yh record waxery, Frank Grube 

the of The French Key” 
other Johnny Fletcher and Simon 
Lash hodunits, spent several day 
tudying physical recording proc- 
esses as guest of Johnny Mercer 11 
Mercer's Capitol Records factory o1 
the San Fernando road outside Hol- 
lywood 


m.@. | 


Authors Guild Slate 

Opposing slates are now lined up 
for the December election to council 
of the Authors Guild, with hot fight 
in prospect from the Committee 
|For Action faction within the Guild. 
| Guild nominated Henry Pratt Fair- 
child, Paul Gallico, John Hersey, 


Charles Jackson, Elizabeth Janeway, | 


Henry S. Pringle, Irwin Shaw, Rita 

Weiman, Arthur Leo Zagat and 
Richard Wright. CFA has selected 
'Carl Carmer, Philip Van Doren 
| Stern, Howard Fast, Nancy Davids, 
Stefan Heym, Richard Boyer, B. A. 
Botkin, Albert Halper, Lorraine 
Bein and Helen Eustis. 

CFA had a meeting Wednesday 
| (28) when it elected new officers 
its group as follows: Carl Car- 
mer, chairman; Stefan Heym, Louise 
Mally and Nancy Davids, vice chair- 
men; Len Zinberg, treas. and Made- 
Thompson, secy. 


for 


line 


London newspaper writers, gander- 
!ing Hollywood film lots. 

Matt W. Houston, formerly with 
'Crowell-Collier, resigned to join the 


| western sales staff of the American | 


Newspaper Advertising Network. 
Walter Shirley, Long Island realty 

| developer and ex-vaudeville song- 

and-dance man, being profiled in the 

New Yorker 

| Gill. 

| Imprimatur is a new deluxe quar- 


| terly at two bucks a year that will | 


| be issued, starting about the first of 
| the year, as a successor to 
| Collectors Packet. 

| Motion picture industry will toss 


a dinner in Hollywood Nov. 29 for | 


delegates to the annual convention 
|of the Associated Press Managing 
Editors Association. 

George Agnew Chamberlain's “The 
Red House” will be reissued in a 
special motion picture edition by 
| Grosset & Dunlap, coincident with 
ithe release of Sol Lesser’s film ver- 
|} sion 
| “Fundamentals of Classic Dance.” 
book on ballet by Russia’s foremost 
authority, A. Vaganova, has been 
‘translated by Anatole Chujoy, editor 
of Dance News, and published this 
week by Kamin. 


film quarterly, which came through | James Melton is profiled in De- 
the war without missing an issue,|cember Pageant by Dorothy Ames 
though growing progressively | under title, “Opera Star: American 
smaller and thinner, is back now to | Styl John Watts is bioged same 
pre-war size. Costs 52c now as, issue by Grace F Hoffman as “The 
against 12c for the 15 years prior to | Greatest Jockey of Them All 

the war Last seven issues have Jessyca Russell, recently appointed 
contained an unusual separately | promotion director for Magazine D) 
bound index listing full credits, | gest, continues as head of the mas 

along with biographical and other | N. Y.. office, with all editorial mat- 
details of production, of all films ters being handled from the Toronto 


even uncompleted ones—by Charles 
Chaplin, Fritz Lang, Robert Fla- 


herty. Hans Richter and D. W. Grif- 
fith ‘iast one in three installments 
so far. with “Intolerance,” et al., still 
to go). Idea devised and supervised 
by Herman Weinberg. mag's New 
York correspondent. Indexes are 


homeoffice. Miss Ruscell teed off new 
duties with a cocktail party at Da- 
zian hich the fabrics firm hon- 
ored Murray Simmons, Mag Digest 


sin 


publisher, with the Dazian Founda- | 
tion’s Merit award. Yarn on the 
‘foundation appears in November is- | 
sue, 


shortly by Brendan ' 


Book | 
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: SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK : 


t+teeereseseoeoos By Frank Scully *tt++++++rreooss 





rrr Tv wv 


Near, Miss., Nov. 5. 
The season when 24-sheets are given over to hopped-up lithographs of 


candidates for the higher offices now being happily over, I am starting 
a movement to rid the country of this political heresy. 

Why do candidates insist on having pictures of themselves on posters? 
Those rogues galleries repel more voters than they sell. There are n¢ 
political pictures on ballots to he { atter of identification 
the thing reduces itself to per: al I Ho vood combs tne rid 
for faces that can be photographed f d they washed up W: - 
tons possibilities years ago 

I knew only one candidate whose puichritude even approached a cast- 

director’s dream. He was more handsome than Jimmy Walke He 
is n fact, once running on at ket Nit! € He covered the « trict 

2-sheets—one for the legend of his political virtues, the other fe 
priceless profile. 

For a while I endorsed him and wished our campaign committee had 
sufficient funds to do as much for “Out of the Gully with Scully.’ I 
even combed lithograph shops for old posters of Washington, hoping to 
use these—since the Father of our Country and Scully look suspiciously 
alike 

Smart te Be Thrifty? 

My snipers covering the district with our modest 1l-sheets came upon 
these 2-sheets of our contemporary and decided to cover his 2-sheets with 
he superior copy of our l-sheets. They were about to cover his profile 

ell when one of the snipers decided to lvage the profiles. He cov- 
ere e guys copy with ours but left his profil it wa TI g 
it ht the hat ome candidate a Scull 

The passing voter who demurred was the didate wh« d 
for the 2-sheets. Our misappropriation of his priceless pen threw him 
nto suc a frenzy that he ordered his counter-snipers to destre evel 
vestige of our outdoor advertising ever fo More, he orders 

is machine to knife us in the ballot boxe ereby throwing partv-iov t 
ompletely out the window 

Smarter than politicians are dramatic critics. In fact, most of these e 


kept their draped skulls from public view until Life recently spread them 
over some of its pages. I have just returned from checking on inmates of 
Dinosaur Park, Utah, and my standards are possibly altered thereby, but 
|of the Critie’s Circle only T. H. Wenning of Newsweek and George 


| Freedley of the N. Y. Morning Telegraph could be rated above Neander- 
thals manly beauty. The rest, Kelcey Allen, Joseph Shipley, Richard 
Watts, Jr.. Howard Barnes, John Mason Brown, Louis Kronenberger, 
Brooks Atkinson, Ward Morehouse and John Gassner are beiter judged by 
| their reviews than their glossy prints. Indeed, by dropping Jack Pulaski 
| and George Jean Nathan from their rogues gallery, the critics were ob- 

viously striving to pad their averages. Otherwise who could have told 
| them on their looks from a meeting of Capone’s board of directors” 


in 


Hart Gathers No Moss 
Nor do the playwrights come out much better. Of Maxwell Anderson, 
Donald Ogden Stewart, Charles McArthur, Moss Hart, George Kaufman, 
Eugene O'Neill and Sam Behrman, only Hart comes out of this particular 
personality test with better than a B average and He is helped by a pipe, 


a display of dentistry and a camera angle that disguises his receding tim- 
berline till it may be confused with a high brow. 
I purposely pass up the gals, both among critics and playwrights, as 


proof that gallantry is not completely dead. But, personally, I'd rather 
discuss second acts with the legs of Frankie Bailey than the faces of our 
leading ladies of the brain-end of legit. Nevertheless, at their homeliest 
all of them rate as Shubert cuties compared to the average politician's 
profile. 

It is certainly pleasant to think we will be spared the photographs of 
Bricker, Dewey, Wallace and Hague for at least two years. Gable, Mason, 
March. Stewart, Power, Harrison, Crosby, Hope and even Fred Allen seem 
preferable to us believers in billboards and certainly after Jane Russell 
nobody is ever going to do anything but whinny and buck at the sight of 
Senator Taft on a poster. 

Fortunately for kings they do not have to hold their ratings by this 
means. I doubt if even General MacArthur could keep the Mikado in 
office if the thing had to be done through outdoor advertising, and as for 
King George of Greece his face couldn't get him a split week in Athens, 
Ga 

Larry Parks, King’s Size 

George in fact has better possibilities in pictures if, as in “The Jolson 
| Story.” he gets a double to carry his closeups. In fact Larry Parks could 
| do it beautifully. There's a good western in George and I have the chase 
| ready anytime the international market can support it. It could be called, 
“If I Were King Again,” which in this instance doesn’t have to be quite so 
“iffy,” since he is. 

I came on the chase one early yawning back in 1942 when Greece was 
| nothing more than a tear-stained spot on the Balkan sleeve of care. 
| Fanny Holtzmann, Alice Sculiy and I were sitting around the tower of 
the Waldorf-Astoria in New York waiting for George II to come in from 
his round of miseries. What was left of his cabinet had already turned in 
for the night, but His Madge was still out making contacts. King size. 

While the knighted numbers were telling us some royal problems de- 
signed to make anti-royalist chumps weep, I looked around the royal suite 
and wondered if the system of lend-lease couldn't be extended. There 
| were cops guarding the way up to the suite and along the corridor. They 
were obviously New York cops, paid for by New York taxpayers, guard- 
ing the corridor of a private hotel and the person of a foreigner out of a 
job. 


The Wells of Loneliness 

I didn't have to wait for practically a death-bed confession from H. G. 
Wells to tell me that this sort of stuff the nuts. At the time, we 
were housing in America a parade of royal refugees. Many spilled over 
into the White House. London had them for a while, too, but London 
had a vested-interest in this royal and quite un-American way of life, 
and moreover, London intended to collect from the source, when, ana if. 

Waiting for the third act curtain to go up on a show which had flopped 
badly in its first and second, I was prepared to pull a Nathan and leave 
before the final fold when one of the cabinet cut to the chase. He began 
telling how George got out of Greece. It was not the first time when 
was bounced by the people, but the seeond time when he was chased 
by the Nazis. 


was 


as 


he 


“He Went Thata Way!” 
George and his cabinet escaped to the isle of Crete. Crete, unfortunately 
for George, was honeycombed with anti-royalists who had been run out 


of Athens, many with a price on their head, many doomed to death. by 
George's axemen, if caught. Now, if George were caught, the scimitar 
would be on the other neck 

The British figured that if they could get George and entourage around 
from the north side of the island to the south side, British warships could 
pick them up and get them to Alexandria, where, in time, they would 
,ork their way back to the tower of the Waldorf-Astoria. 

I realize that any scriptician looking over my shoulder is wondering 
when we bring on the girls. To him this thing about as little love- 
interest as “Caesar and Cleopatri Or a routine western, for that matter 

This I can't help. George has never married and apparently was not 
compromised when disguised as six swineherds in search of a warchip. 


It apparently took all his time and attention to keep alive 
Meanwhile the Nazis were chasing the British around the long rim of 
the island in the hope of heading George off. For a change, it was the 


krauts who arrived too late with too little. George had reached the south 
hore and had been heaved abroad a battleship for Alexandria by the 
time the Nazis reached the port of debarkatior 


The king steamed away and the bandits scrammed back into the hiils. 
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OBITUARIES 


JOHN PETER TOOHEY 
veteran | 


John Peter Toohey, 
Broadway legit press agent, died at 
Beth Israel hospital, N. Y., last | 
Thursday (7). A fall in which two 
ribs were fractured led to an em- 
bolism that contributed to his de- | 
mise. He was 66. 

One of the most scholarly pub- 
licists in theatrical circles, former 


newspaperman and magazine write) 
who had written for the Saturd: 
Evening Post, Collier’s and the La- 
dies Home Journal, Toohey press 
agented such shows as “I'd Rathe: 
Be Right” and “You Can't Take It 
With You” for Sam H. Harris. His 
most recent show assignment was 
“The Late George Apley.” During 
its Broadway run he was compelled 
to retire because of illness 


ay 


Toohey belonged to the former | 
Algonquin hotel “round _ table,” 
which included Alexander Wooll- 
cott, Heywood Broun, Franklin P 
Adams and George S. Kaufman, 
among others, sitting in frequentl) 
during their poker sessions when 
the plavers were alluded to as the | 


“Thanatopsis inside straight club.” 


Toohey went from the forme! 
N. Y. Evening World to the office 
of William A. Brady as p.a., and 


when Sam Harris died he joined the } 


IN MEMORY OF MY BELOVED DAUGHTER 
MARIE 


WHO PASSED AW 





Max Gordon staff. He-was long a 
member of the Dutch Treat and | 
Players clubs. Toohey also wrote 
plays solo or jin collaboration, best 
known of which were “Jonesy,” | 
“Swifty,” “Fresh Eyery Hour” and | 
“Growing Pains.” 





HENRY LEHRMAN 

Henry Lehrman, 60, actor and | 
producer of silent films and more | 
recently a screenwriter, died Nov. 7 | 
at his home in Hollywood following 
a heart attack. 

Born in Austria, Lehrman moved 
to Hollywood in 1910 and started his 
film career with D. W. Gyriffith. 
Later he was associated with Mack 
Sennett and is credited with orig- 
inating the Keystone Kops. For a 
time Lehrman supervised comic 
shorts for the late Carl Laemmle 





and produced the Sunshine series | 


for the old Fox company. In re- 
cent years he had served as a writer 
at 20th-Fox. 





JOHN CHEEVER COWDIN, JR. 

John Cheever Cowdin, Jr., 33. son 
of Universal Pictures board chair- 
man, died Nov. 7 in Nassau, Bahama 
Islands. presumably from an over- 
dose of sleeping pills, according to 
authorities there. 

Cowdin, who lived in San Fran- 
cisco, was in Nassau on an extended 
holiday, having been discharged re- 
cently from the Army. He had 
served in the Aleutians with an anti- 
aircraft outfit and later in the 
European theatre with the infantry. 


Besides his father, J. Cheever! 
Cowdin, he is survived by his 
mother, Mrs. Edward E. Hills, his 


father’s first wife. 


ERNEST ERDMAN 


Ernest Erdman, 66, former song- | 


writer and one of the earliest mem- 
bers of ASCAP, died in Rockford, 
Iil., Nov. 1 after a long illness. 
Erdman, whose last position was 
Chicago manager of Leo Feist. 
music publishers, originated com- 
munity singing in theatres using 
slide films over 40 years ago. 

His compositions were top sellers. 


as 


among them “Oceana Roll,” “No, No | 


Nora,” “Nobody’s Sweetheart Now,” 
and many others. 





He leaves a widow and two 
brothers. 
SAMUEL ARNOW 


Samuel Arnow, 46, agent and one- 
time talent scout for Republic Pic- 
tures, died Nov.. 9 at the Cedars of 
Lebanon hospital, Hollywood. of 
complications resulting from a heart 
condition. 

Ill for several months, Arnow had 
Operated his own agency on the 
Coast for the past seven years fol- 
lowing severance from Republic, 
which he had joined in New York. 
Prior to 1937 he tiad been an indie 
film and vaude agent. 

Surviving are his widow. father. 
and a brother, Max, an exec at Co- 
lumbia Pictures. 


SAXON 


AY NOV. 12, 1941 
PAULINE SAXON. 


since its inception and served pre- 
viously with its parent companies, 
FBO and Robertson-Cole, both as 
secretary-treasurer and comptroller. 
R-C brought him from England in 
1926. 
Widow and two sons survive. 
NEWCOMB F. THOMPSON 
Newcomb F. Thompson, 46, syndi- 
cate and special contact representa- 
tive in the RKO press and advertis- 
ing office, died in New York last 
week, 
Thompson had been with RKO for 
two and a half years, prior to which 





he was with the maritime service 
and various New England news- 
papers. He was a member of the 
tisers. 


Survived by widow and father. 
Associated Motion Picture Adver- 
| 





MRS. LEON ERROL 


| Mrs. Stella Errol, 60, former ac- 
tress and wife of Leon Errol. the 
comedian, died in Hollywood, Nov. 


‘. 

Prior to her marriage, she had 
| been known professionally as Stella 
| Chatelaine and had appeared with 
{her husband in several editions of 


“Ziegfeld Follies” and other musi-« 
| comedies. 

| EDWARD MORRELL 

| Edward Morrell, survivor of the 


| historical California Outlaws band 
and reputedly the inspiration for 
| character portrayed by Humphrey 
| Bogart in Warners’ “High Sierra,” 
| died in Los Angeles, Nov. 10. 
He had authored several 


mostly on prison reform. 


books, 





J. R. GIENGER 

J. R. Gienger, manager of the Al- 
toona Publix Grand theatre, Hunt- 
ingdon, Pa., died at his home there 
| last week after a heart attack. 
| Gienger was a veteran manager in 
| Huntingdon, having served there 
| with the Notopoulis circuit for sev- 
eral years. 

Mother of A. C. Brauninger, War- 
| ners’ sales exec in charge of foreign 
'16m distribution, died Nov. 2, in 
Miami. 
| Carl H. Boller, 78, architect 

designed 90 theatres in 
California, died Oct. 31 at 
in Pasadena. 


who 
Southern 
his home 


| 

| 

| Mother, 79. of Lou Brager. Warner 

| theatre exec, died Nov. 1 in Katonah, 
er we 





Pitchmen Set for O& J 
Show at Carnival, N.Y. 


Three Pitchmen have been set for 
the Olson and Johnson show at the 
Carnival, N. Y., opening Jan. 7. 
Complete show hasn’t been lined up, 
although Charles Senna and Mason 
Curry are signed to work in the 
| O&J skits. 
|} Show will break in 
Casino, Buffalo, Dec. 2. 





at the Town 


| Ballard, Las 


MARRIAGES 


Virginia Jackson to Ira Cook, Las 
Vegas, Oct. 27. Groom is disk jockey 
at KFAC, Los Angeles. 

Laura Rappaport to Orin Borsten, 
Hollywood, Nov. 2. Groom is man- 











Vegas, Nov. 12. Bride 
lis a concert singer; groom a camera- 
man, 

Constance Griffith 
|Las Vegas, Nov. 9 
| flack at Warners 
Vivian Melchak 


Ed Handler, 


Groom 


to 


is 


to Sam Weisman 


New York, Nov. 10. Groom is on 
Warners advertising art staff. 
BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Hank Levy, son, 
Hollywood, Nov. 7. Mother is a 
screen writer and daughter of L. 
Wolfe Gilbert; father is a press 
agent. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Eshbaugh, 


daughter, New York, Nov. 6. Father 
is singer and veepee of indie film 
studio bearing his name. 

Mr. and Mrs. Schuyler Dunning, 
son, Hollywood, Nov. 5. Mother is 
Celeste Holm, stage and screen ac- 
tress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sol Zatt, son, New 
York, Nov. 5. Father is publicity 
director for Ziff-Davis publishers; 
mother is Lillian Corsover, former 
publicity director for WNEW, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Henry, daughter, 
New York, Nov. 5. Mother is Lee 
Shirley, radio actress; father is an- 
nouncer at WABF, N. Y. 














| Audience Research 


Continued trom page | =! 
to do the legit research or whether 
Sindlinger will set up a staff of his 
own. 








Quiz Show 

In any event, the dope sought will 
be similar to that obtained on films 
prior to production: Does the title 
attract people? Will the stars draw? 
What combination of stars will draw 
best? Does the plot have elements 
which will make people want to see 
the show? What slant should the ad 
campaign take? Etc., etc. 

Problem of getting good plays to 
start with hasn’t been solved, of 
course, and Sindlinger has gone 
through some 60 of them during the 
past three weeks seeking possibili- 
ties that are sufficiently worthwhile 
to begin testing. He expects to have 
a handful shortly that can be re- 
titled, revised and cast as necessary 
to coincide with the interviewers 
findings. 

Meantime, Heller is organizing the 
financial end. He heads a large Chi 
syndicate which has recently gone 
into film financing and for many 
years has made loans to industry. 
Plan .is to organize a new unit each 
six months, with each purchaser of 
a 10G block or more participating 
in the profits or losses of all shows 
produced during that period. If no 


show is produced, the investment 
goes over to the next half-year 
stanza. 


Financial Setup 

Aim is to start each period with 
$350,000 to $400,000 to give financial 
stability, so that a play can be kept 
on the road and doctored, according 
to research reports as much and as 
long as necessary without fear of 
running out of coin. Frequently 
now producers are forced to bring 
their shows into New York before 
they are ready because they budget- 
ed so closely on the coin they raised 
they haven't sufficient means to stay 
out. Sindlinger and Heller aim to 
avoid that. 

Among the research gadgets de- 








al 





| 
| 


veloped and employed by ARI, and 
which Sindlinger plans using, is an 
audience reaction meter. An audi- 
ence carefully selected as a perfect 
cross-section of the U.S. population 
(80 people are used in film tests) 
are invited to a preview. Each one 
is given a dial which he holds-in his 
hand during the performance. Dial, 
worked by touch, has five stops, 
ranging from “very bad” to “very 
good.” As each person watches the 
play, he keeps manipulating the dial 
to agree with the degree 
faction he is getting at that particu- 
lar moment. Results are electrically 
compiled on a graph By comparing 


of 


ithe graph with a script at the end 





Satis- | 


|of the performance, the producer | 
has a perfect picture of exactly 
what the audience liked and what 


} it didn’t 


| of 


Revisions and cuts can be 
made accordingly 

Although Sindlinger and Heller 
will be concerned primarily with 
evolving hit plays, figuring they can 
then sell film rights almost automati- 


| cally, they'll also keep an eye out in 


their research to incorporate factors 
which will enhance the film value 
Broadwayites who have heard of 
the Sindlinger-Heller scheme have 
ing out that legit audiences and con- 
ditions are far removed from 
pictures For’ instance, 


those 
it is 


pointed out, Sindlinger, via his re- 


ROBERT BLAYLOCK ager of Russell Birdwell’s Coast 

George T. Slattery, 69, known pro- | office. 
fessionally as Robert Blaylock when | Frances Elizabeth Johnson to 
a stage and radio actor, died at his | Chuck Foster, Pittsburgh, Nov. 9. | 
home in Des Moines on Oct. 31 | Groom's the band leader. 

He had been in show business| Josephine Karausky to Charles N 
many years as a producer and acto! Van Hardlinge, Pittsburgh, Nov. 4 
in stock companies. He played at | Bride’s on WCAE stafi 
the Princess and the President thea-| Rose Hospodar to Edward P 
tres. Des Moines, when they had | Kuhar, Pittsburgh, Nov. 9 Bride's 
stock companies and also had been | on Par exchange staff 
associated with station WHO in that| Agnes Quernelt to Theodore 
city. He retired from the stage | (Dick) Jochim, Pittsburgh, Oct 25 
12 vears ago. | Bride owns Dome theatre; groom 

——--- manages it. 
RAY E. FETZER Eleanor Dinovitz to Benjamin N. | 

Ray E. Fetzer, 46, musician on the | (Bud) Rosenberg, Pittsburgh, Oct 
| WLW staff since 1936, died Nov. 3 in| 26. Groom manages McKees Rocks 
Cincinnati, five days after a heart | theatres for his father. 
| attack. | Betty Geller to Larry Jonas, 

He played with Happy Felton and | Phoenix, Arizona, Nov. 9. Groom Is | 
|other dance bands in the East. where | assistant continuity director of 
lhe also did theatre work, before re- KPHO in that city. . 
turning to his native Cincy for radio | Dorthea Grundy to Danny Petrie 
work |Oklahoma City, Oct. 27. Groom Is | 

Surviving are his widow, parents,|in Chi company of “I Remembei 
brother and sister. | Mamma’; bride is a drama student 

a Beth Inman to Floyd Fenton, | 
JOHN HAMILTON Santa Barbara, Novy. 8. Groom is a 

John Hamilton, 56, head of the|cameraman for Sol Wurtzel 
RKO insurance department died | Lois Andrews to Steve Brodie. 
Sunday (3) in Hollywood as the re-| Tijuana, Oct. 14, Bride and groom 
sult of a heart attack. }are screen players. 

Hamilton had been with RKO | Nell Rose Martin to Edward Lane 





| 





search, may be able to get the per- 
fect play for the average audience. 
But if Brooks Atkinson, Dick Watts. 
John Chapman, Robert Coleman and 


the rest of the first night critical 
gentry—who may be far removed 
from ARI’s Mr. Average Man— 


don't like it, the show's dead. 


Disk Jocks 


| 

2 Continued from page 1 
Club” for-free layout on the New 
York WOV indie, when Fred Rob- 
bins plays “host” to Benny Good- 
man, Eddie Condon, the DeMarco 
Sisters, Rise Stevens, Stan Kenton, 
etc. That’s the kind of cuffo talent 
wrapup that’s becoming a habit not 
only on the Robbins’ semester but 
along the whole disk jockey circuit 
as well, 

The competition among the jocks 
in wooing the top personalities is 
running high and wide, with Barry 
Gray, WOR’s all-night wax spinner, 
currently in the No. 1 spot as “top 
talent teaser” by virtue not only of 
his recent Al Jolson all-night “ex- 
clusive,” but the whole roster of 
show biz names attracted to the 
Gray lobster trick. 

Similarly, the free talent ride is 
just as pronounced on the top net- 
work airers, with the reciprocal 
guest shots more in evidence this 
year than ever before. When a Fred 
Allen moves into a Bob Hope show 
for a 15-minute insert, as he did a 
couple weeks back, it means a $5,000- 
$6,000 cuffo comedy hypo for Pepso- 
dent, with Standard Brands (Allen's 
sponsor) enjoying a similar “on the 
house” hypo when Hope moves 
into Allen’s Alley. The reciprocal 
guestarring has been a long-standing 
habit, but never so accented as this 
year, with everybody of any calibre 
getting into the act. It’s keeping the 
sponsors happy, for it cuts down the 
budget, helps solve the dearth of 
available talent for guest shots and 
bolsters their shows. 


7 

B’way Plays 

Continued from page 3: 

»y,”’ which shuttered after a disas- 
trous out-of-town tryout but which 
is being revised by producers Bar- 
ney Josephson and James D. Proctor, 
and “It Takes Two,” a Dana Suesse- 
Virginia Foster comedy to be pro- 
duced by George Abbott and Rich- 
ard Aldrich. 

RKO has approximately $26,500 in- 
vested in “Barnaby” and has con- 
tracted for the film rights at $100,000, 
plus percentage of gross. Company 
is putting up the entire production 
cost, $50,000, for “Takes Two,” and 
has advanced another $50,000 for 
screen rights against a ceiling of 
$300,000. 

Warner Bros.’ pre-production deal 
is for Norman Krasna’s new play, 
“William and Mary.” Details are 
still being worked out on WB’s in- 
vestment in the production, but 
agreement has been made to’ pay 
$150,000, against a ceiling of $350,000 
for screen rights. Columbia’s ar- 
rangement is for “The Big Two,” the 
L. Bush-Fekete-Mary Helen Faye 
play being produced by Elliott Nu- 
gent and Robert Montgomery. Col’s 
deal has been made under a little- 
used clause of the Dramatists’ Guild 
agreement by which it sews up 
screen rights without any investment 
in the production, but pays 15° of 
the weekly gross of the play until a 
ceiling of $200,000 is reached. 
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Souse Way 


Continued from page 1 ——. 
of the current downbeat in the 
saloon b.o. 

Highballs at a buck a copy, cham- 
pagne cocktails $1.50, and imported 
grape that flowed like 7-Up prove 
that many opera lovers are certainly 
great lostweekenders. The traffic 
was terrific, the gawking unashamed. 

The rush for the bar and the pre- 





viously reserved tables (by he 
initiate), hemmed in and brazenly 
made part of the human museun 


made a wartime nylon line look like 
a square dance. 

Even diehard anti-formal gow: 
wearers like Earl Wilson dug up the 
Gutenberg. The 39th Street carriage 
entrance gave the loiterers klieg 
eyes from the marathon of lensing. 
Sprinkled among the now well. 
publicized diamond horseshoe-box- 
holders were Broadwayites whe 
were never suspected having musi- 
cal tendencies beyond “Sweet Ade- 
line” after a high time at Leon & 
Eddie’s. They ran the gamut from 
ex-saloon reporters like Bill Haw- 


| kins squiring saloon diva Hildegarde, 
been quick to pick flaws in it, point- 





to Bob Reud, p.a. turned 
ducer, who now has a ops 
tion on one of those partierre boxes, 

Some of the others, it is suspected, 
attended the Metopera preem in the 
same groove they turn out for the 
Army-Notre Dame game, the World’s 


legit pro- 


S 


Seasol 


Series or a Billy Rose Diamond 
Horseshoe opening 

P.S.—“Lakme” was th. opening 
opera (in French), with Lily Pons 
in the title role, and featured two 
debuts: Irene Jordan, a_ pleasant 
mezzo, in the. Mallika role, and 
maestro Louis Fourtestier, of the 


French Conservatory. Everything 
and everybody sounded OK for 
sound excepting tenor Giacomo 
Vaghi, whose double-barreled clink- 
ers in the first act will probably send 
him back to the Roxy chorus. 

The Met’s preem grossed 15G in 
the 3,500-capacity. Season is limited 


to 18 weeks and Johnson stresses 
that upped musicians’ scale, labor, 
etc.. means a sure deficit even if 


SRO every night. (How about a cut 
on that Sherry saloon take? Film 
distribs already have similar ideas 
about a cut on the fancy candy con- 
cessions which frequently mean 
more net profit to the exhib than the 
basic picture biz.) 

Incidentally, that Sherry’s pitch 
was a soft touch for the captains 
who made reservations for the op- 
eratic hepcats and, _ incidentally, 
burned up the rank-and-filers who 
openly resented the we-boys moving 
in that way. 

An eight-week tour follows in 
Cleveland, Boston, Chi, Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis, St. Louis, Dallas and 
Atlanta. 

Met, which opened its doors in 
1883, was very international this 
season, with the United Nations ac- 
cent on patronage and the French 
touch on the couturier appurte- 
n-nees. The gowns were uninhibited 
and the tiaras out of the vaults. In 
contrast to the tres chic decolletage, 
some of the chromo. characters 


looked like they too came out of the 
one 


mothbalis for this night of 


nights. 











Wanger Says 


\____._ Continued from page 2 cam 
that jammed the entrance to the Em- 
pire theatre in Leicester Square and 
about the poor arrangements for 
handling the unexpected mobs. King, 
Wanger said, was late for the first 
time in his life because his car 





,couldn’t make its way through the 


crowds. Producer, who returned to 
N. Y. aboard the Queen Elizabeth 
Monday (11), brought back London 
newspapers, all of which had ban- 
ner headlines on the event. ; 

Staggered head on the Lonaon 
News Chronicle, for example, read: 
‘Said the Queen, It’s Been a Battle 
. . « Policemen Pushed, So Did 
Crowd .And This was the Title 
of the Film—‘A Matter of Life and 
Death.” Other papers proclaimed the 
fact of “100 Hurt in Big Film Crush, 
and “The King Was in Danger. 
London Sunday Pictorial ran ® 
front-page editorial pointing out 
that the King might have been in- 
jured and that better precautions 
should have been taken for his 
safety. 

Wanger said that Ray Milland and 
Joan Bennett had been caught ™ 
the crowd and consequently arrived 
late. Dorothy Malone, blocked from 
the front entrance to the theatre, 
was forced to fight her way to a side 
door and get through by holding 4 
camera, claiming she was a press 
photog. Pat O’Brien was quoted bY 
one of the British dailies as sayin8 
“Hollywood has never seen any thing 
like this—it’s unbelievable.” 


, 
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“4 , ARATE ae pee 


“The KING COLE SHOW™ 


Sponsored by the makers of WILDROOT CREAM OIL 


5:45 P.M. EST — EVERY SATURDAY — NBC COAST-TO-COAST 


ALSO 


“THE KRAFT MUSIC HALL” 


9 P.M. EST — EVERY THURSDAY — NBC COAST-TO-COAST 


CURRENTLY APPEARING 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, New York 


SETTING A NEW HIGH WITH STAN KENTON 


Exclusively on CAPITOL RECORDS 


rn 
OD tion=— 


GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


MA R 


NEW YORK « CHICAC 
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